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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11. In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will promptly publish in its domestic language or otherwise make available its laws, regulations, and progressively, all procedures concerning the protection, including enforcement, of intellectual property rights in such a manner as to enable interested parties to become acquainted with them.


	Fully Implemented

Canada’s laws and regulations concerning intellectual property rights are available at:  

http://laws.justice.gc.ca

	
	

	2. Furthermore, each Economy will clarify procedures and practices regarding application, issuance, and registration of intellectual property rights by publishing the following information:

(a) Clear and simple instructions, and an explanation of the steps involved regarding the application and registration process,

(b) Examination guidelines and assessment criteria used to review an application for approval, if applicable,

(c) Contact points for inquires on standards, technical regulations, and other requirements,

(d) Provisions that are directed to SMEs.


	Fully Implemented

Procedures and practices regarding application, issuance and registration of IPR are available at:  

http://www.cipo-opic.gc.ca
Trademarks’ homepage: http://strategis.gc.ca/sc_mrksv/cipo/tm/tm_main-e.html
Patents’ homepage:  http://strategis.gc.ca/sc_mrksv/cipo/patents/pt_main-e.html
Contact information is available at: http://strategis.gc.ca/sc_mrksv/cipo/contact/cont-e.html

	
	

	3. Each Economy will also provide a system for the registration of industrial property, which shall include:

(a) Providing to the applicant a communication in writing, which may be electronic, of the reasons for any refusal to register a trademark or grant a patent;

(b) Providing to the applicant an opportunity to respond to communications from the relevant government authorities, to contest an initial refusal, and to have a higher authority review any refusal to register a trademark or grant a patent;

(c) An opportunity for interested parties to petition to oppose or to challenge a trademark or patent application or to seek cancellation after a trademark has been registered or a patent has been granted; and

(d) A requirement that decisions in opposition or cancellation proceedings be reasoned and in writing.


	Fully Implemented

Information concerning application procedures, practices, guidelines, advertising, opposition proceedings and registration processes of industrial property are available at:  

http://www.cipo-opic.gc.ca
For Trademarks, visit: http://strategis.gc.ca/sc_mrksv/cipo/tm/tm_main-e.html
For Patents, visit: http://strategis.gc.ca/sc_mrksv/cipo/patents/pt_main-e.html

	
	

	4. Each Economy will provide that final judicial decisions or administrative rulings, those where appeals are no longer possible, of general applicability pertaining to the protection, including enforcement, of intellectual property rights shall be communicated to the parties to the proceedings. Each Economy will also provide for publication of such decisions or rulings, or where such publication is not practicable, made publicly available, in a domestic language in such a manner as to enable governments and rights holders to become acquainted with them.


	Fully Implemented

Final judicial decision and administrative rulings are communicated to the parties to the proceedings. 

Decisions rendered by Canadian tribunals (administrative, provincial, Federal, Supreme Court) can be found at:

http://www.lexum.umontreal.ca/categorie.epl?categorie=4&lang=en

	
	

	5. In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will, when possible, publish in advance any proposed changes to laws, regulations, and progressively, all procedures concerning the protection, including enforcement, of intellectual property rights, and provide where applicable interested persons a reasonable opportunity for public comment. Each Economy will also make available to all interested parties timely updates of changes to intellectual property law statutory regimes, including as appropriate via the APEC Secretariat.


	Fully Implemented.

Proposed changes to laws and regulations in Canada are made available for public comment in the Canada Gazette (www.canadagazette.gc.ca)
	
	

	6. In addition to paragraphs 3, 4, and 5 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will conduct as appropriate periodic reviews of administrative regulations, rules, and procedures to ensure they are simplified, consistent, and transparent. Outstanding issues raised by the reviews will be resolved where possible in a timely manner.


	Fully Implemented
Information concerning consultations, discussions, reviews and updates on administrative regulations and procedures are available at:  

http://www.cipo-opic.gc.ca

	
	

	7. Where possible, each Economy will publish information on its efforts to provide effective enforcement of intellectual property rights in its civil, administrative and criminal system, including any statistical information that the Economy may collect for such purposes.


	Fully Implemented

Information on efforts to provide effective enforcement of IPR is available at:

http://www.rcmp.ca/fio/intellectual_e.htm

	
	

	8. Each Economy will conduct regular briefings in appropriate fora to provide updates on the status of intellectual property protection and enforcement as well as future policy direction, if appropriate


	Fully Implemented

Canada is engaged in discussions in a number of international fora where IPR protection and enforcement is raised, such as the WTO, WIPO, OECD, G8, APEC, Interpol, WCO. 
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