

Health Working Group (HWG)’s Addendum to Work Plan for 2020

2. Expected Outcomes/Deliverables for 2020
Note Key Deliverables:

· To Hold Health Working Group (HWG) Meeting on 21 September 

· To Hold the 10th High Level Meeting on Health and Economy on 23 September

· APEC Health Working Group Statement on COVID-19 endorsed in March 2020

· To negotiate and endorse Joint Statement 10th High level Meeting on Health Economy

· Joint HWG and Life Sciences Innovation Forum (LSIF) Vaccination Program of Work 2020-2021 endorsed in February 2020

· To negotiate and endorse the HWG Strategic Plan, 2021-2025 

· To negotiate and endorse the “The North Star” - A 2030 Strategy for Enabling Resilient Health Systems and Promoting the Health of our Populations in the Asia Pacific” with the Life Sciences Innovation Forum

· To negotiate and endorse the APEC Action Plan on Vaccination Across the Life-Course with the Life Sciences Innovation Forum (*NOTE: To be included in revised Work Plan, pending endorsement of proposed deliverable)

Please note any work included in the group’s 2020 endorsed work plan that will not take place or will be changed in response to the pandemic

· To defer work on both Spotlight Reports to redirect resources to COVID-19 related work:

· Publication and Launch of the HWG ‘Dementia Spotlight’: A Compilation of Initiatives to Address Dementia in the Asia-Pacific Region

· Vaccination Spotlight Report: A Compilation of Initiatives to Improve Vaccine Acceptance and Uptake in the APEC Region

· To cancel HWG Policy Dialogue - “Health Financing System” given the renewed focus on COVID-19

· To postpone the Joint Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG) and HWG Policy Dialogue – Health Systems Resilience in Post-Disaster Settings to next year (2021)

List any proposed work the group will be doing in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

· To continue the exchange of best practices in COVID-19 response between member economies

· COVID-19 Related Projects

· Digital Tools for Addressing Infectious Disease in the Asia-Pacific Region: Challenges and Opportunities (Chinese Taipei)

· Empowering Telehealth Solutions Across APEC (United States – self-funded)

Proposed work (*NOTE: To be included in revised Work Plan, pending discussion and potential endorsement of proposed deliverable by member economies)

· Digital Health Innovation

· Potential report on APEC Best Practices in Digital Health Innovation in Response to COVID-19, to share expertise both within the APEC region and more globally.

· APEC Conference on Application of Digital Health Technology in the Era of Post COVID-19 (Chinese Taipei)
List any work to be undertaken in response to the Statement on COVID-19 by APRC Ministers’ Responsible for Trade – SEE ABOVE
Please highlight any gender-related issues relevant to expected outcomes and deliverables discussed in this addendum. – N/A
3. Itemized Work Plans for 2020
	Title
	Summary of Specific Plans
	Mandate

(Leaders/Ministers/SOM/SCE Priorities and Decisions, Strategic Plans and to ABAC recommendations)
	ECOTECH Priorities and/or 
Host Year Priorities
	Cross-fora collaboration

(within APEC and beyond APEC)

	Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Discussion 

(February 2020 – SOM1)


	In light of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19)  outbreak, the HWG will hold a discussion at the SOM1 2020 HWG meeting to provide an opportunity for member economies to share their experiences and perspectives on the situation, with support from key infectious disease experts from respective member economies. This discussion will facilitate the sharing of information and best practices, which is critical to promote regional cooperation and collaboration to address the threat of COVID-19.
	Recognizing health as the foundation of economic prosperity and human development, we highlight the importance of promoting health systems towards the achievement of Universal Health Coverage (UHC), which are resilient, sustainable, accessible and responsive to current and future needs to foster quality growth and human development. We look forward to further work on ways to address the fiscal and economic impacts of ill health. (2016 APEC Economic Leaders’ Declaration)
We welcome APEC’s working partnership with other relevant global initiatives for strengthening infectious disease control. (2015 APEC Leaders Declaration)

Improving health emergency preparedness, surveillance, response and recovery systems for public health emergencies, including pandemic events and natural disasters. (Healthy Asia-Pacific 2020) 

Enhancing preparedness and response to public health emergencies and disasters, including prevention and control of emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases (HWG Strategic Plan 2016 - 2020)
	Improving the Narrative of Trade and Investment 

Inclusive Economic Participation through Digital Economy and Technology

ECOTECH Priorities: 

Inclusive growth—addressing the social dimension of globalization, health, gender

Human security

2020 HWG Priorities:  

Strengthening Health Systems to Improve Equity, Accessibility and Quality of Care

Enhanced Health Literacy and Digital Health

Addressing Dynamic Health Needs Across the Life Course
	Partnerships with other sub-working groups within APEC, including the Life Sciences Innovation Forum, will be emphasized. 

Established partnerships with the WHO and it’s regional office, will be leveraged, as necessary. 

	APEC Infectious Disease Update 

(February 2020 – SOM1 and August 2020 – SOM3)
	The APEC HWG was originally established in 2003, following the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) outbreak, to address health-related threats to economies' trade and security. While the scope of our work has since expanded, engagement at the HWG is particular valuable for facilitating coordinated action on shared challenges with communicable disease, exchanging best practices and innovative approaches, and facilitating strengthened cooperation and health system integration in the region to guard against cross-border health threats. 

In response to the ongoing vaccine-preventable disease outbreaks in the APEC region and the coronavirus disease outbreak (COVID-19), the APEC Infectious Disease Update was added to the 2020 Work Plan to promote the sharing of knowledge and exchange of best practices on critical infectious disease trends, as well as ongoing outbreaks and outbreak management in the region. 

 The discussion will also include presentations by experts from the World Health Organization Regional Offices to provide both a WHO and regional perspective on these issues.


	Recognizing health as the foundation of economic prosperity and human development, we highlight the importance of promoting health systems towards the achievement of Universal Health Coverage (UHC), which are resilient, sustainable, accessible and responsive to current and future needs to foster quality growth and human development. We look forward to further work on ways to address the fiscal and economic impacts of ill health. (2016 APEC Economic Leaders’ Declaration)
We welcome APEC’s working partnership with other relevant global initiatives for strengthening infectious disease control. (2015 APEC Leaders Declaration)

Improving health emergency preparedness, surveillance, response and recovery systems for public health emergencies, including pandemic events and natural disasters. (Healthy Asia-Pacific 2020) 

Enhancing preparedness and response to public health emergencies and disasters, including prevention and control of emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases (HWG Strategic Plan 2016 - 2020)
	Host Year Priorities: 

Improving the Narrative of Trade and Investment 

Inclusive Economic Participation through Digital Economy and Technology

ECOTECH Priorities: 

Inclusive growth—addressing the social dimension of globalization, health, gender

Developing human capital through capacity building

Safeguarding the quality of life through sustainable growth

Human security

2020 HWG Priorities:  

Strengthening Health Systems to Improve Equity, Accessibility and Quality of Care

Enhanced Health Literacy and Digital Health

Addressing Dynamic Health Needs Across the Life Course
	Partnerships with other sub-working groups within APEC, including the Life Sciences Innovation Forum, will be emphasized. 

Established partnerships with the WHO (including the WHO regional office) will be leveraged and new, strategic partnerships sought as necessary.

	Joint HWG and Life Sciences Innovation Forum (LSIF) Vaccination Program of Work 2020-2021 - Endorsement 
(February 2020 – SOM1)
	Following the re-emergence of vaccine-preventable diseases across the APEC region in 2018 and 2019, the HWG agreed to coordinate and build on existing efforts on vaccination to develop a cohesive, longer-term approach to related initiatives.

The HWG will develop a Vaccination Program of Work (VPoW) 2020-2021 to outline vaccination-related initiatives for the APEC 2020 and 2021 years. Initiatives under the VPoW will address both the demand side (vaccine acceptance and uptake) and the supply side (improving vaccine supply chains). The VPoW aims to:

· Maximize the impact of HWG initiatives on improving vaccination in the APEC region by coordinating work on the issue across member economies and promoting more substantive, longer-term efforts; and,

Build on the current global momentum to address barriers to vaccination and harmonize efforts both within the HWG and the broader global health landscape (e.g. WHO-led initiatives).
	We welcome APEC’s working partnership with other relevant global initiatives for strengthening infectious disease control. (2015 APEC Leaders Declaration)

Strengthening health systems to support Universal Health Coverage providing the whole population with access to safe, effective, quality, affordable and sustainable primary. health care. (Healthy Asia-Pacific 2020)

Address emerging and re-emerging infectious disease outbreaks. (Healthy Asia-Pacific 2020) 

Provide increased access to immunization and other preventive initiatives for both communicable and non-communicable diseases. (Healthy Asia-Pacific 2020)

Enhancing preparedness and response to public health emergencies and disasters, including prevention and control of emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases (HWG Strategic Plan 2016 - 2020)

HLM9 reaffirmed vaccination across the life course as a pillar of preventative healthcare, noting that vaccination prevents illnesses, enabling populations to remain healthy, and reduces related expenditures over time. (9th APEC High-Level Meeting on Health and the Economy Joint Statement)


	Host Year Priorities: 

Improving the Narrative of Trade and Investment 

Inclusive Economic Participation through Digital Economy and Technology

ECOTECH Priorities: 

Inclusive growth—addressing the social dimension of globalization, health, gender

Developing human capital through capacity building

Safeguarding the quality of life through sustainable growth

Human security

2020 HWG Priorities:  

Strengthening Health Systems to Improve Equity, Accessibility and Quality of Care

Enhanced Health Literacy and Digital Health

Addressing Dynamic Health Needs Across the Life Course
	Partnerships with other sub-working groups within APEC, including the Life Sciences Innovation Forum, on deliverables outlined in the VPoW will be emphasized. 

Established partnerships with the WHO, Gavi, UNICEF, and PAHO will also be leveraged and new, strategic partnerships sought as necessary.

	Advance Regional Cooperation in Digital Health (August 2020 – SOM3)
	The development of digital health technologies can help to prevent disease, help patients monitor and manage NCDs, lower the cost of healthcare delivery and make therapies more tailored to individual needs. Moreover, usage of digital health technology in an innovative way can increase the accessibility of medical services for older adults populations and help to promote healthy aging across the life course. 


	Recognizing new opportunities and emerging challenges presented by globalization and digital transformation, we resolve to advance economic, financial and social inclusion, with a vision to build an inclusive, accessible, sustainable, healthy and resilient APEC community by 2030, consistent with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. (2017 APEC Economic Leaders’ Statement)
	Host Year Priorities: 

Improving the Narrative of Trade and Investment 

Inclusive Economic Participation through Digital Economy and Technology

ECOTECH Priorities: 

Inclusive growth—addressing the social dimension of globalization, health, gender

Safeguarding the quality of life through sustainable growth

2020 HWG Priorities:  

Strengthening Health Systems to Improve Equity, Accessibility and Quality of Care

Enhanced Health Literacy and Digital Health
	The HWG will work closely with with relevant stakeholders as required (e.g. WHO, World Bank and the OECD).

	10th High-level Meeting on Health and the Economy (HLM10) with the APEC Life Sciences Innovation Forum and Joint Statement

(August 2020 – SOM3)
	The theme of HLM10 will be ‘Healthy Economies towards a Future of Shared Prosperity’. In support of the shared prosperity vision 2030 outlined by the YAB Prime Minister of Malaysia in addressing the rapidly changing global economic landscape and increasing inequalities, a strategy for sustained growth in the region must be adopted. 

Health being a key economic growth area and a major focus of government investment in human capital and productivity is critical for the full expression of our share of humanity, dignity and aspiration. The macro criticality of health is echoed in global institutions that now concur that public investment in health and education boosts productivity and growth, and reduces inequality of opportunity and income. 

The neglect of health poses current and future risks as health inequities will lead to persistent social-economic inequities and a decent of standard of living is meaningless without a decent standard of health.
	We encourage APEC economies to invest in their health systems to increase productivity and economic growth (2017 APEC Economic Leaders’ Declaration) 

We also encourage economies to share best practices and explore innovative sustainable health financing tools, improve health systems and recognize that members’ goals to promote Universal Health Coverage (UHC) can be important in building healthy populations which in turn support economic growth. (2017 APEC Ministerial Declaration) 

	Host Year Priorities: 

Improving the Narrative of Trade and Investment 

Inclusive Economic Participation through Digital Economy and Technology

ECOTECH Priorities: 

Inclusive growth—addressing the social dimension of globalization, health, gender

Developing human capital through capacity building

Safeguarding the quality of life through sustainable growth

2020 HWG Priorities:  

Strengthening Health Systems to Improve Equity, Accessibility and Quality of Care

Enhanced Health Literacy and Digital Health

Addressing Dynamic Health Needs Across the Life Course
	The HWG will work alongside the Life Sciences Innovation Forum (LSIF) to execute this deliverable.

Collaboration with international organizations such as the WHO, OECD and other relevant stakeholders, as required.
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