
Competition Policy and Law Group (CPLG)
Terms of Reference (ToR)

Article 1
Establishment of the APEC Competition Policy and Law Group

1. The APEC Competition Policy and Law Group (the "CPLG") is established as a group under the APEC Economic Committee (the "Committee"). The CPLG shall report on its activities and submit its work plan to the Committee.

2. The CPLG has a term of four years starting from January 2018. At the expiration of this and any subsequent term, the mandate of the CPLG and its ToR shall be reviewed by the CPLG and the Committee, and a recommendation on renewal shall be put to Senior Officials for approval.

Article 2
Objectives

The Objectives of the CPLG are to:

1. Promote the understanding of regional competition laws and policies. 
2. Identify areas for technical cooperation and capacity building among APEC member economies. 

Article 3
Scope of Activity

1. Scope of Operations of the CPLG is to serve as a forum for competition authorities and experts:

(i) To exchange information on  competition laws and policies;

(ii) To develop and enhance understanding of the competition laws and policies of APEC economies;

(iii) To share experiences and expertise on activities relevant to the implementation of competition laws and policy;  

(iv) To examine, when possible, the impact of competition laws and policy on trade and investment flows;

(v) To identify areas for capacity building and technical cooperation on the implementation of competition laws and policy; 

(vi) To periodically review the group’s Collective Action Plans; and

(vii) To do outreach and public relations to APEC Stakeholders on the achievements of the group as and when appropriate.

2. In collaborating with other relevant APEC fora and the business sector, the CPLG will serve as a forum:

(i) To coordinate and discuss as appropriate the implementation of cooperative initiatives such as but not limited to Structural Reform with other relevant APEC fora, such as the Committee and relevant international organizations. 

(ii) To report progress and outcomes of each cooperative initiative to the Committee, and when necessary make recommendations thereto; and

(iii) To invite when appropriate other relevant APEC fora, the APEC Business Advisory Council and/or other relevant experts to participate in/or observe the group’s activities.

Article 4
Procedures

1. The CPLG disseminates the results of its work within APEC and beyond as appropriate.

2. In conducting its activities, the CPLG may draw as appropriate on the work of other regional organizations and multilateral institutions and on private sector.
3. All members of the CPLG endeavor to distribute documents for discussion by the CPLG no later than 2 weeks prior to the meeting at which the document is intended to be discussed. 

4. Quorum for the CPLG’s Meetings constitutes attendees from 14 economies. Should the CPLG fail to meet quorum for two consecutive meetings, it shall be referred to Senior Officials for a decision on whether it should continue to exist.
Article 5
Structure of the CPLG

1. The CPLG comprises officials of agencies in charge of competition law enforcement or competition policy in all member economies.

2. The CPLG shall have a Convenor and also, as appropriate, may have a Vice-Convenor.

3. The CPLG shall generally meet once a year.

Article 6
Selection and Term of the Convenor and Vice-Convenor of the CPLG

1. The CPLG members shall elect a Convenor and a Vice-Convenor among the member agencies of the CPLG.
2. The Convenor and the Vice-Convenor shall each serve a renewable term of two years.
3. If the Convenor chooses to leave the CPLG before the end of the two-year term, the Vice-Convenor shall act as the Convenor for the remainder of the two-year term. When the CPLG has no Vice-Convenor, the outgoing Convenor’s Office shall send another representative to serve as Convenor for the remainder of the two-year term.
4. The incumbent Convenor will initiate the voluntary nomination process for a new Convenor at least three (3) months before the end of the term. Shortly after all nominations are received, the Secretariat will send them out to CPLG members for review. In the event of only one nominee, that nominee will be named Convenor. In the event of more than one nominee, the nominee with the greatest number of votes will be declared as the incoming CPLG Convenor and the incumbent Convenor will circulate the outcome of the election to the CPLG members. Should there be no initial nominations received, the incumbent Convenor shall call for further nominations. Should no member economy volunteer, the next APEC host economy will be recommended to act as Convenor of the CPLG.
Article 7
Responsibility of the Convenor of the CPLG

The Convenor is responsible for:

1. Chairing an annual CPLG meeting.
2. Attending meetings of the Committee to report on the updates and developments of  CPLG activities and to serve as “Friend of the Chair” on Competition Policy.
