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Global Harmonization System (GHS) for 
Chemical Labelling SmartForm
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global-h

31 Mar 2017 10:17:33 AMDate and Time:

global-harmonization-50Receipt Number:
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Introduction

Responding for

Australia

Please select your economy *

How are you responding *

General Information

As a Regulator for the Industrial Workplace Chemicals Sector

As a Regulator for the Consumer Products Sector

As a Regulator for the Agricultural Chemicals Sectior

From Industry for the Industrial Workplace Chemicals Sector

From Industry for the Consumer Products Sector

From Industry for the Agricultural Chemicals Sector

Respondent details

Department of Industry, Innovation and Science 

Organisation/Agency

Dr Craig Johnson 

Name
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+61 2 62137350

Phone number

Craig.Johnson@industry.gov.au

Email address

Have you completed a GHS implementation status report in previous years? *

Yes No

2016

Please provide the year when the 
last report was completed *

Has there been any changes to the GHS implementation status in your economy since completing the last GHS implementation Status report? *

Yes

No

General Information

General Information
Has your economy implemented GHS for any chemical sector to date?

Yes

No

Is there an overall strategic plan for GHS implementation?

Yes

No

Do you have a GHS co-ordinator to facilitate implementation within your economy?

Yes

No

Please provide your co-ordinators details

Safe Work Australia

Organisation/Agency

Dr Paul Taylor

Name

+61 2 6240 6888

Phone number
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paul.taylor@swa.gov.au

Email address

www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au

Website

Do you have a hazard classification database?

Yes

No

Is this database mandatory?

Mandatory classification

Information only

The Hazardous Chemicals Information System can be accessed via http://hcis.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/ hosted by Safe Work Australia

How do you access the database?

130 of 1000 characters

Regulator Input - IWCS

Industrial Workplace Chemicals Sector
Does your agency or organisation have responsibility for GHS implementation for this sector? *

Yes

No
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Please provide the following details

Safe Work Australia

Lead Government Agency

Dr Paul Taylor 

Contact Person

+61 2 6240 6888

Phone number

paul.taylor@swa.gov.au

Email address

www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au

Website

Has GHS been implemented for this sector? *

Yes

No

Revised Edition 3 (2009)

Which edition of GHS is/was implemented?

The GHS is implemented for all workplace hazardous chemicals under Australia's model Work Health and Safety laws.  On 1 January 2017, 6 out of the 9 
jurisdictions in Australia implemented the GHS for classification, labelling and Safety Data Sheets for workplace hazardous chemicals based on Australia's 
model WHS laws.  There was a 5 year transitional period in the lead up to 1 January 2017 to allow businesses to prepare for the GHS.  The remaining 3 
jurisdictions allows for the operation of the GHS within their existing regulations.

When is/was GHS fully operational for this sector?

538 of 1000 characters

Have you finalised the relevant legislation to implement GHS?

Yes

No

www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/about/publications/pages/model-whs-regulations

Please provide the access details to the documentation. E.g. Website link, contact phone number

Do you intend to adopt all GHS hazard classification building blocks as written in the Purple Book?

Yes

No

Australia’s model WHS laws adopt all hazard sub-categories listed in the 3rd revised edition of the GHS, with a few exceptions.    
  
The model WHS Regulations also require that a label include any information about the hazards, first aid and emergency procedures relevant to a chemical 
that are not otherwise included in the hazard and precautionary statements required under the GHS. Guidance material makes clear that this could include 
the following 12 non-GHS hazard statements.   
  

Please describe the building blocks that will be adopted
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Classification criteria for applying these non-GHS hazard statements is provided in Appendix C of the model Code of Practice: Preparation of Safety Data 
Sheets for Hazardous Chemicals, available at:  http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/SWA/about/Publications/Documents/642/
Preparation_of_Safety_Data_Sheet_for_Hazardous_Chemicals2.pdf 

828 of 1000 characters

Do you intend to adopt any non-GHS classification criteria? E.g. Classification of flammable/combustible liquids beyond 93° Celsius

Yes

No

Yes (please see information provided for adoption of GHS building blocks).

Please provide full details of non-GHS criteria being considered for adoption

74 of 1000 characters

Will there be a risk assessment element overlayed on top of GHS classification on the label?

Yes

No

Is there a maximum number of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements included on the Safety Data Sheets (SDS)? 

Pictograms

Yes

No

Hazard Statements

Yes

No

Precautionary Statements

Yes

No

Is there a maximum number of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements included on the label? 

Pictograms

Yes

No

Hazard Statements

Yes

No

Precautionary Statements
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Yes

No

Pictograms, hazard statements and precautionary statements are all required to be included on labels for workplace hazardous chemicals under the model 
WHS Regulations.  Guidance on the application of label elements is provided in Appendix D to Safe Work Australia’s model Code of Practice: Labelling of 
Workplace Hazardous Chemicals.  
  
Precedence rules for selecting appropriate label elements are provided in Appendix E to the model Code. Part 3 of Schedule 9 to the model WHS 
Regulations provides reduced labelling requirements for specific situations such as small containers, research chemicals.    
  
The model WHS Regulations clarify that it is not necessary to include content on a label more than once if the label already includes the same or 
substantially the same content because of other labelling laws, such as the Australian Dangerous Goods Code or Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals 
Code Act 1994 (Cth). 

How is the hierarchy of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements defined?

922 of 1000 characters

Do you have any arrangements in place to deal with imported chemicals/products? E.g. Will you accept additional classification criteria (GHS or otherwise) not 
adopted by your economy?

Yes

No

Under Australia’s model WHS laws, all hazardous chemicals must be classified in accordance with the 3rd revised edition of the GHS (2009), and be 
accompanied with a compliant label and SDS.   Manufacturers and importers may provide additional classification information, as long as it does not 
contradict the mandatory GHS hazard information (for example environmental toxicity).  
  
To facilitate the transition to the GHS, hazardous chemicals that were manufactured or imported prior to 1 January 2017 can continue to be supplied after 
this date without being relabelled in accordance with the GHS, provided they were labelled in accordance with the National Code of Practice: Labelling of 
workplace substances [NOHSC:2012(1994)].  

What are your arrangements to deal with imported chemicals/products?

733 of 1000 characters

Do you have training and awareness activities planned?

Yes

No

In 2016, Safe Work Australia raised awareness that the GHS was being implemented at a number of conferences, such as the Fire Australia + Hazmat 2016 
Conference and Tradeshow.   
  
Safe Work Australia has developed industry specific guidance for the agricultural and veterinary chemical sector, available at http:// 
www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/about/publications/pages/labelling-agvet-chemicals. It has released a series of answers to frequently asked 
questions regarding classification, labels and safety data sheets according to the GHS on its website, and hosted a video explaining the GHS on its Virtual 
Seminar Series at http://seminars.swa.gov.au/media-by-topic. Safe Work Australia also has a suite of guidance for classification, labelling and the 
preparation of safety data sheets. A number of awareness campaigns were conducted over 2016.  Guidance at:  http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/
swa/whs-information/hazardouschemicals/pages/hazardous-chemicals-other-substances 

What are your planned training and awareness activities?

998 of 1000 characters

Are there any plans to exchange personnel with another economy to improve harmonisation of GHS implementation?

Yes

No

Minor technical issues with classifying aerosol products. Under section 2.5.2.1 (4th ed)  that ‘aerosols should not be classified as gases under pressure’.   
 
- Integrating the GHS across other sectors using chemicals, such as consumer products and agricultural and veterinary products. The GHS has only been 
implemented under WHS laws.  There have been challenges in ensuring that it intersects appropriately with sectors that regulate chemicals under separate 
regulatory frameworks, and in circumstances where a chemical may be used in both work and non work environments.   
  
- The definition of ‘article’. Australia defines an article as a manufactured item, other than a fluid or particle, that: (a) is formed into a particular shape or 

Please list any specific issues of concern you have experienced so far during your GHS implementation efforts



Page  7 of  17 

design during manufacture; and (b) has hazard properties and a function that are wholly or partly dependent on the shape or design. 

874 of 1000 characters

Do you have more information to supply that did not fit into the fields above?

Yes

No

Regulator Input - CPS

Consumer Products Sector
Does your agency or organisation have responsibility for GHS implementation for this sector? *

Yes

No

Please provide the following details

Therapeutic Goods Administration

Lead Government Agency

Chemical Scheduling Secretariat

Contact Person

1800 020 653

Phone number

Chemicals.Scheduling@health.gov.au

Email address

www.tga.gov.au/industry/scheduling.htm

Website

Has GHS been implemented for this sector? *

Yes

No

Do you intend to implement GHS for this sector in the next 2 years? *

Yes

No

Which edition of GHS is/was being implemented?

There is an existing national standard and State and Territory poisons legislation that relate to classification and labelling (amongst other things) based on 
public health grounds. The Scheduling Policy Framework which provides a basis for the requirements in the national standard, is currently under review. 

When is/was GHS be fully operational for this sector?
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Until this review is finalised, further consideration of the adoption of the GHS cannot be undertaken. The scheduling policy framework can be found at https://
www.tga.gov.au/sites/default/files/scheduling-policy-framework_0.pdf. The Poisons Standard is available at https://www.tga.gov.au/publication/poisons-
standard-susmp.

635 of 1000 characters

Have you finalised the relevant legislation to implement GHS?

Yes

No

When do you expect this to be finalised?

Do you intend to adopt all GHS hazard classification building blocks as written in the Purple Book?

Yes

No

Please describe the building blocks that will be adopted

0 of 1000 characters

Do you intend to adopt any non-GHS classification criteria? E.g. Classification of flammable/combustible liquids beyond 93° Celsius

Yes

No

Will there be a risk assessment element overlayed on top of GHS classification on the label?

Yes

No

Risk assessment forms the basis of the current scheduling requirements, and is likely to be an integral part in any adoption of GHS.

How will it work?

132 of 1000 characters

Is there a maximum number of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements included on the Safety Data Sheets (SDS)? 

Pictograms

Yes

No
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Hazard Statements

Yes

No

Precautionary Statements

Yes

No

Is there a maximum number of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements included on the label? 

Pictograms

Yes

No

Hazard Statements

Yes

No

Precautionary Statements

Yes

No

How is the hierarchy of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements defined?

0 of 1000 characters

Do you have any arrangements in place to deal with imported chemicals/products? E.g. Will you accept additional classification criteria (GHS or otherwise) not 
adopted by your economy?

Yes

No

Do you have training and awareness activities planned?

Yes

No

Are there any plans to exchange personnel with another economy to improve harmonisation of GHS implementation?

Yes

No

Please list any specific issues of concern you have experienced so far during your GHS implementation efforts
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0 of 1000 characters

Do you have more information to supply that did not fit into the fields above?

Yes

No

Regulator Input - ACS

Agricultural Chemicals Sector
Does your agency or organisation have responsibility for GHS implementation for this sector? *

Yes

No

Please provide the following details

Safe Work Australia  - Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 

Lead Government Agency

APVMA - Ms Helen Stokes 

Contact Person

61-2-62137350

Phone number

coordination@apvma.gov.au

Email address

www.apvma.gov.au 

Website

Has GHS been implemented for this sector? *

Yes

No

Do you intend to implement GHS for this sector in the next 2 years? *

Yes

No

Revised Edition 3 (2009)

Which edition of GHS is/was being implemented?
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GHS is partially implemented by default through implementation of GHS for workplace chemicals applying to agricultural chemicals in Australia.  The timeline 
to add GHS hazard and precautionary statements on agricultural chemical labels will follow GHS implementation for workplace chemicals.  Safe Work 
Australia is responsible for implementing some labelling elements of GHS (hazard and precautionary statements only) for agricultural products.  For 
agricultural chemical product labels that were assessed since the APVMA labelling reforms in 2011, WHS laws require the registrant to add GHS labelling 
elements to produce label. 

When is/was GHS be fully operational for this sector?

630 of 1000 characters

Have you finalised the relevant legislation to implement GHS?

Yes

No

Please provide the access details to the documentation. E.g. Website link, contact phone number

Do you intend to adopt all GHS hazard classification building blocks as written in the Purple Book?

Yes

No

Please describe the building blocks that will be adopted

0 of 1000 characters

Do you intend to adopt any non-GHS classification criteria? E.g. Classification of flammable/combustible liquids beyond 93° Celsius

Yes

No

Will there be a risk assessment element overlayed on top of GHS classification on the label?

Yes

No

GHS information and risk assessment elements will be completely separate.  Both sets of information will appear on the label.  The APVMA undertakes a 
risk assessment for all agvet chemicals and must be satisfied that the label contains adequate instructions for safe and effective use before they are 
registered.  The registration/authorisation is for specific uses set out on the label.  The instructions for use, relevant hazard information and various other 
label content required by agvet chemical legislation (referred to as "relevant label particulars") are approved  by the APVMA as an outcome of the risk 
assessment.  GHS labelling elements are additional to, and independent of, the relevant label particulars approved the APVMA, and are added by the 
manufacturer following their self-assessment against the GHS criteria to meet the requirement of WHS legislation for workplace chemicals.    

How will it work?

901 of 1000 characters

Is there a maximum number of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements included on the Safety Data Sheets (SDS)? 

Pictograms
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Yes

No

Hazard Statements

Yes

No

Precautionary Statements

Yes

No

Is there a maximum number of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements included on the label? 

Pictograms

Yes

No

Hazard Statements

Yes

No

Precautionary Statements

Yes

No

How is the hierarchy of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements defined?

0 of 1000 characters

Do you have any arrangements in place to deal with imported chemicals/products? E.g. Will you accept additional classification criteria (GHS or otherwise) not 
adopted by your economy?

Yes

No

All imported agvet chemicals must be assessed and registered by the APVMA. 

What are your arrangements to deal with imported chemicals/products?

75 of 1000 characters

Do you have training and awareness activities planned?
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Yes

No

Are there any plans to exchange personnel with another economy to improve harmonisation of GHS implementation?

Yes

No

Please list any specific issues of concern you have experienced so far during your GHS implementation efforts

0 of 1000 characters

Do you have more information to supply that did not fit into the fields above?

Yes

No

Industry Input - IWCS

Industrial Workplace Chemicals Sector
This section is for any industry associates who may wish to comment regarding the GHS implementation process.

Yes, mostly.  There is still some confusion regarding the interface between GHS and other regulatory requirements e.g. whether DG transport marking and 
labelling only (no GHS labelling) on the transport package is acceptable during medium – long term storage.  However, interpretations on these nuances are 
always expected in implementation of any new/amended regulatory requirements.

Has it been easy to access all necessary information regarding GHS compliance?

384 of 1000 characters

No.  GHS is fully implemented in Australia for industrial workplace chemicals as of 1 January 2017.  There is a “sell-through” provision in place for products 
that were labelled before 1 January 2017. 

Are there specific issues that are limiting the progress of GHS implementation?

201 of 1000 characters

Industry expected the following major costs: 
- Training regulatory specialists to understand and classify to GHS requirements, 
- Re-classifying all products to GHS, 
- Re-writing all SDS to GHS requirements including new GHS classification, 
- Creating new labels for products to comply with new GHS requirements and classification, and 
- GHS training for staff handling chemicals and customers. 

What are/were the expected costs for industry in the GHS implementation?
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394 of 1000 characters

Yes, there has been additional costs to those identified above.  
 
There has been some additional cost incurred by some companies dealing mainly with formulated chemicals/mixtures due to not receiving information from 
their raw materials suppliers in time.  This is due to Australia implementing GHS transition for single substances and mixtures at the same time. 
Some companies had also relabeled their non-GHS labelled products on their warehouse and at their customer sites, as the “sell-through” exemption was 
not issued until quite close to the full implementation time (decision to exempt made at a national level in late November 2016).   
 
Companies have also identified missed opportunity cost due to resources being redirected from R&D to GHS compliance. 

If your economy has implemented GHS, is there any difference in expected cost prior to implementation and actual cost post-implementation of GHS?

763 of 1000 characters

The main benefit from GHS implementation was expected to be trade facilitation.  As Australia already had in place effective workplace chemical risk 
assessment and management system, introduction of GHS was expected to have minimal beneficial impact from worker safety perspective.

What are/were the expected benefits for industry through the GHS implementation?

281 of 1000 characters

Yes.  The expected benefits from trade facilitation has not materialized mainly due to different adoption of GHS in different economies.

If your economy has implemented GHS, is there a difference in expected benefits prior to implementation and actual benefits post-implementation of GHS?

136 of 1000 characters

Accord Australasia

Organisation/Agency

Catherine Oh

Name

+61 2 9281 2322

Phone number

coh@accord.asn.au

Email address

Do you have more information to supply that did not fit into the fields above?

Yes

No

Industry Input - CPS
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Consumer Products Sector
This section is for any industry associates who may wish to comment regarding the GHS implementation process.

Yes, but only if there was an understanding that workplace chemicals GHS implementation affected consumer products.  In Australia, GHS classification and 
SDS is required for consumer products (including cosmetics) but not GHS labels.  Labelling requirements for consumer products are set out in separate 
legislation and exempted from the workplace chemicals regulations.

Has it been easy to access all necessary information regarding GHS compliance?

370 of 1000 characters

The benefits of GHS labelling for consumer products is yet to be shown.  Australia has a risk management based labelling in place for consumer products 
through the Poisons Standard.  It is unclear how the hazard based GHS labelling will align with the current risk management based labelling.  GHS 
classification and SDS requirements for consumer products are already in place through the workplace chemicals GHS implementation.

Are there specific issues that are limiting the progress of GHS implementation?

428 of 1000 characters

Industry expected the following major costs: 
- Training regulatory specialists to understand and classify to GHS requirements, 
- Re-classifying all products to GHS, 
- Re-writing all SDS to GHS requirements including new GHS classification, and 
- GHS training for staff handling chemicals and customers. 

What are/were the expected costs for industry in the GHS implementation?

303 of 1000 characters

Yes, there has been small additional cost incurred by some companies due to not receiving information from their raw materials suppliers in time.  This is 
due to Australia implementing GHS transition for single substances and mixtures at the same time.

If your economy has implemented GHS, is there any difference in expected cost prior to implementation and actual cost post-implementation of GHS?

252 of 1000 characters

There were no identified benefits from GHS implementation for consumer products.

What are/were the expected benefits for industry through the GHS implementation?

80 of 1000 characters

No. 

If your economy has implemented GHS, is there a difference in expected benefits prior to implementation and actual benefits post-implementation of GHS?
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4 of 1000 characters

Accord Australasia

Organisation/Agency

Catherine Oh

Name

+61 2 9281 2322

Phone number

coh@accord.asn.au

Email address

Do you have more information to supply that did not fit into the fields above?

Yes

No

Industry Input - ACS

Agricultural Chemicals Sector
This section is for any industry associates who may wish to comment regarding the GHS implementation process.

Yes, but only if there was an understanding that workplace chemicals GHS implementation affected agricultural chemicals.  Prior to GHS implementation, 
agricultural chemicals were not considered workplace chemicals and its risk management was separate from other workplace chemicals, mainly through the 
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA). 
 
With the introduction of GHS in Australia, GHS classification, SDS and some GHS labelling elements are now required for agricultural chemicals.  Additional 
labelling requirements for agricultural chemicals are set out in separate legislation, and includes assessment of individual agricultural products by a 
regulator, the APVMA. 

Has it been easy to access all necessary information regarding GHS compliance?

699 of 1000 characters

Yes, there are two different sets of legislative requirements that apply to agricultural chemicals, GHS through the workplace chemicals regulatory 
requirements and separate dedicated agricultural chemicals risk management system.  This is causing significant concern for industry as it increases the 
confusion in the risk management system.

Are there specific issues that are limiting the progress of GHS implementation?

340 of 1000 characters

Industry expected the following major costs: 
- Training regulatory specialists to understand and classify to GHS requirements, 
- Classifying all products to GHS, 
- Re-writing all SDS to include GHS requirements including new GHS classification, 
- Creating new labels for products to include new GHS requirements and classification, and 
- GHS training for staff handling chemicals and customers, but also reiterating the importance of the risk assessed elements of the label. 

What are/were the expected costs for industry in the GHS implementation?

475 of 1000 characters
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Yes, there has been additional costs to those identified above.  
 
There has been some additional cost incurred by some companies dealing mainly with formulated chemicals/mixtures due to not receiving information from 
their raw materials suppliers in time.  This is due to Australia implementing GHS transition for single substances and mixtures at the same time. 
 
Some companies had also relabeled their non-GHS labelled products on their warehouse and at their customer sites, as the “sell-through” exemption was 
not issued until quite close to the full implementation time (decision to exempt made at a national level in late November 2016).   
 
Companies have also identified missed opportunity cost due to resources being redirected from R&D to GHS compliance. 

If your economy has implemented GHS, is there any difference in expected cost prior to implementation and actual cost post-implementation of GHS?

764 of 1000 characters

There were no benefits identified from GHS implementation.

What are/were the expected benefits for industry through the GHS implementation?

58 of 1000 characters

No.

If your economy has implemented GHS, is there a difference in expected benefits prior to implementation and actual benefits post-implementation of GHS?

3 of 1000 characters

Accord Australasia

Organisation/Agency

Catherine Oh

Name

+61 2 9281 2322

Phone number

coh@accord.asn.au

Email address

Do you have more information to supply that did not fit into the fields above?

Yes

No


