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Introduction

Responding for

Philippines

Please select your economy *

How are you responding *

General Information

As a Regulator for the Industrial Workplace Chemicals Sector

As a Regulator for the Consumer Products Sector

As a Regulator for the Agricultural Chemicals Sectior

From Industry for the Industrial Workplace Chemicals Sector

From Industry for the Consumer Products Sector

From Industry for the Agricultural Chemicals Sector

Respondent details

DENR - ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU

Organisation/Agency

EMMANUELITA D. MENDOZA

Name
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(632) 928-88-92

Phone number

emb.mendoza@gmail.com

Email address

Have you completed a GHS implementation status report in previous years? *

Yes No

2015

Please provide the year when the 
last report was completed *

Has there been any changes to the GHS implementation status in your economy since completing the last GHS implementation Status report? *

Yes

No

General Information

General Information
Has your economy implemented GHS for any chemical sector to date?

Yes

No

Is there an overall strategic plan for GHS implementation?

Yes

No
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The Department of Environment and Natural Resources thru the Environmental Management Bureau DENR-EMB) has approved a workable policy 
implementing the Globally Harmonized System (GHS) for industrial chemicals production in 2015.  A 4-phase GHS implementation approach 
following the 4th version of the Purple Book was developed.  This was indicated under DAO 2015-009 issued last 19 May 2015. 
 
Specifically, the 4-phase of GHS implementation include 
  2016 for Regulated and Controlled Chemicals 
  2017 for High Volume Chemicas (HVCs) 
  2018 for IMDG an IATA chemicas 
  2019 for mixtures 
 
The strategic plan is based on this by phases approach  
consisting of capacity building/training (Basic, Intermediate 
and Advance).  This 2017, close monitoring of importation of 
regulated and controlled  chemicals and chemical substances  
at the Port of Entry (Bureau of Custom) shall be done. Also, the  
implementation of  GHS format in the SDS of chemicas  under  
DAO 2005--27 (Revised PCL).  

Please provide an overview of the stategic plan.

984 of 1000 characters

Please attach the strategic plan for GHS implementation.

File: DENR DAO -NO. 2015-09.pdf

Do you have a GHS co-ordinator to facilitate implementation within your economy?

Yes

No

Please provide your co-ordinators details

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY - BUREAU OF INVESTMENT 

Organisation/Agency

DIR. EVARISTE CAGATAN

Name

(632) 890-93-29

Phone number

EMCagatan@boi.gov.oh

Email address

Website

Do you have a hazard classification database?

Yes

No

Regulator Input - IWCS

Industrial Workplace Chemicals Sector
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Does your agency or organisation have responsibility for GHS implementation for this sector? *

Yes

No

Please provide the following details

DENR - ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU

Lead Government Agency

EMMANUELITA D. MENDOZA

Contact Person

(632) 928-88-92

Phone number

emb.mendoza@gmail.com

Email address

www.emb.gov.ph

Website

Has GHS been implemented for this sector? *

Yes

No

Revised Edition 4 (2011)

Which edition of GHS is/was implemented?

When approved in 2015, after a year of preparatory (by 2016), it was implemented in 
2016 for regulated and controlled chemicals.  Gradually, the necessary identification of 
High Volume Chemicals (HVCs) and formulation of HVCs policy shall be done for public 
consultation of multistakeholders and approval of DENR-EMB management. 
By 2017, necessary Terms of Reference (TOR) shall be again prepared for the policy 
to be drafted for GHS implementation of  IMDG and IATA  and approval on or before 2018.  
By 2019 - All chemicals and chemical substances' classification and labeling are expected 
to be prepared, approved and implemented. 

When is/was GHS fully operational for this sector?

633 of 1000 characters

Have you finalised the relevant legislation to implement GHS?

Yes

No

www.emb.gov.ph  for the DAO 2015-09 and EMB 2015-011

Please provide the access details to the documentation. E.g. Website link, contact phone number

Do you intend to adopt all GHS hazard classification building blocks as written in the Purple Book?

Yes

No
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The cut-off points or the building block approach (BBA) for the  
Philippines is still for discussion and agreements among the  
four (4) sectors).  There was the initial draft working paper with  
recommended cut-off points for industrial chemical production/ 
workplace prepared by DENR-EMB in collaboration with Samahan  
sa Pilipinas ng Industriyang  Kimika (SPIK).   
This was already presented and partially discussed by the National 
Coordinating Counil (NCC led by DTI-BOI.  The draft shall be used  
as a draft working paper when all of the other sectors (workplace, 
agriculture, consumers and transport) are aready.   The  DTI-BOI 
has initiated the conduct of an Interagency Meeting held last  
13 December 2016 in Dusit Thani Hotel.  This shall provide leveling  
off information and perspective on the historical data and initial 
discussion of building block in the Philippines.

Please indicate the cut-off points you will be adopting where the choice is given in the Purple Book. E.g. Sensitisers

880 of 1000 characters

Do you intend to adopt any non-GHS classification criteria? E.g. Classification of flammable/combustible liquids beyond 93° Celsius

Yes

No

Generally, GHS criteria shall be implemented, however, since 
this is still for discussion by the 4 Sectors, we are just open to 
other consideration if possible.  

Please provide full details of non-GHS criteria being considered for adoption

162 of 1000 characters

Will there be a risk assessment element overlayed on top of GHS classification on the label?

Yes

No

Is there a maximum number of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements included on the Safety Data Sheets (SDS)? 

Pictograms

Yes

No

1

How many?

Hazard Statements

Yes

No

3

How many?

Precautionary Statements
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Yes

No

3

How many?

Is there a maximum number of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements included on the label? 

Pictograms

Yes

No

3

How many?

Hazard Statements

Yes

No

2

How many?

Precautionary Statements

Yes

No

3

How many?

Depending on the classification of chemicals and chemical substances whether affecting on the 3 categories of hazards (health, physical and environmental. 
The hierarchy may start initially  from   1,  Pulmonary (carcinogen, respiratory sensitive mutagenecity, reproductive toxicity, target organ toxicity aspiration 
hazard),  2,  -   Skull (Acute Toxicity - severe))  3,  -  Tree (Environmental effects) 4.   - Flame (Explosives, organic peroxides, self-reactive substances), 5.  -   
Corrosive to metal skin corrosion serious eye damage 6.  - Flammable substances (self reactive, Pyrophoric & self-heating substances and organic 
peroxides 7.   -.  Comrpressed gas *(gases under pressure), 8.  Exclamation Mark (Irritant - skin and eye, Acute toxicity (harmful), dermal sensitizer, Target 
Organ toxicity (narcotics or respiratory). 

How is the hierarchy of Pictograms, Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements defined?

831 of 1000 characters

Do you have any arrangements in place to deal with imported chemicals/products? E.g. Will you accept additional classification criteria (GHS or otherwise) not 
adopted by your economy?

Yes

No

Do you have training and awareness activities planned?

Yes

No
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This 2016, the EMB has already integrated the publication of the GHS 
policies on the regulation and Circular under DAO 2015-09 and   
EMB 2015-011(policy and the manual).  For capacity Building, there  
were three (3) conducted Basic Trainings on GHS implementation dated  
13 May 2016 (Regulators and Regulated community), 28 July 2016  
(Regulators and Regulated community and 11 November 2016 (Regulated 
community.       
This 1st Qtr. and 4th Qtr. of 2017, EMB planned an Orientation on GHS Implementation  
for Regulated and Controlled Chemicals to be given to the Examiners/inspectors at  
the Bureau of Custom (BOC) and the High Volume Chemicals, respectively.  Also,  
an IECs or advisory shall be developed/prepared to promote the  compliance monitoring  
of Regional Offices to various companies importing and using the PCL/CCO chemicals. 
 
The planned training and awareness activities shall include DENR-EMB participation 
to the industry association's invitations for lectures and APEC CD attendnce

What are your planned training and awareness activities?

1000 of 1000 characters

Are there any plans to exchange personnel with another economy to improve harmonisation of GHS implementation?

Yes

No

No plan yet at this point in time.  I believe that the plan is a 
good recommendation.  If there shall be options for hands-on  
information and new experience to be offered for Regulators, this  
will be a good opportunity to learn deeper that will strengthens  
the existing regulation. 
Exchange of information may be sustained for now regarding 
GHS thru this survey questionnaires and APEC Chemical 
Dialogue (CD) presentation and discussion.  Detailed implementation 
of GHS may not be fully appreciated due to the Philippines' 4-Phase 
approach.  We are just continually maintaining our linkages and 
collaboration for in depth knowledge and improvement.

What are your plans to exchange personnel with another economy to improve harmonisation of GHS implementation?

651 of 1000 characters

To date, the Philippines thru the DENR and Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) has 
already approved and implemented DAO 2014-68 and  DAO 2015-09 for industrial workplace/production. 
My apprehension was that our difficulty is internal in terms of convening the small scale industries specifically engages in mixing chemicals to develop a new 
product.  For now, we shall be trying to identify them since GHS is not implemented for "mixtures" yet.  Trying to closely link with chemical industry. 
With mixtures, the establishment of Building Block Approach (BBA) is a challenge so we are interested to 
know more on this regard so as to prevent the impression of "disharmonization" of global system implementation. 
   
Most countries are implementing GHS  voluntarily, economies in Asia Pacific is implementing at least 1 Sector (either for workplace (Philippines, Japan, US, 
Canada) for transport (Singapore/Vietnam) among others.  What will be the effects if BBA is not yet established?    

Please list any specific issues of concern you have experienced so far during your GHS implementation efforts

992 of 1000 characters

Do you have more information to supply that did not fit into the fields above?

Yes

No


