	Individual Action Plan Update for Canada for 2014/2015

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Canada is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since  2013 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	Elimination of tariffs on ten tariff lines used in manufacturing, as well as four tariff lines for mobile offshore drilling units used for oil & gas exploration & development.
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2014/2014-07-02/html/sor-dors156-eng.php
www.budget.gc.ca/2014/docs/plan/ch3-3-eng.html
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Canada Border Services Agency - Border Information Service

+1 (204) 983-3500

contact@cbsa.gc.ca
	

	Non-Tariff Measures
Non-tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export subsidies
	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	
	

	Services
	RSS - Work continues among Canadian and American officials and regulators on the Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC) Joint Action Plan. The RCC’s goal is to facilitate closer regulatory cooperation between our countries and enhance economic competitiveness by aligning regulatory systems where appropriate while maintaining high levels of protection for health, safety and the environment.  
TISA – Canada is involved in the negotiations towards a plurilateral Trade in Services Agreement (TISA), which includes other APEC members (e.g. Australia, NZ, Japan, Korea, Chile, Peru, Mexico, US, etc.) and aims to further liberalize trade in services.
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	http://actionplan.gc.ca/content/regulatory-cooperation-council#sthash.UtGc6fqr.dpuf
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Investment


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Standards and Conformance


	The Standards Council of Canada (SCC) accredits Canada’s standards-development organizations and approves National Standards of Canada.  In addition, SCC accredits over 400 conformity assessment bodies, which test or certify millions of products or services or systems for the Canadian and international marketplace.
Canada (through) SCC maintained strategic participation in International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) and International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) technical committees. 

SCC continues to be actively involved in a number of multilateral accreditation arrangements, including the International Accreditation Forum (IAF), the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC), and the Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC).

In May, 2015, SCC and the Ministry of Economy of the United Mexican States (ME) signed a cooperation agreement to enhance bilateral relations, facilitate harmonization and alignment of cross-border requirements, and promote standards and conformity assessment to the benefit of industry and government in both countries.  

In May, 2015, SCC signed a Cooperation Agreement with the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) to ensure that national standards do not present technical barriers to trade; exchange information; and facilitate collaboration between Canadian and U.S. standardization experts.   

In April, 2014, SCC hosted standardization organizations from Canada, Europe, the United States and Australia to share views on how to break down trade barriers both regionally and internationally.
SCC’s Chief Executive Officer, John Walter, was reappointed as Vice-President (Policy) of ISO at its 38th General Assembly held September 13 to 18, 2015, in Seoul, Korea. In this leadership role, he will continue to play a key role in overseeing governance and policy at ISO.  First appointed to this position in September 2013, he will continue in this role until December 2017.
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.scc.ca
	

	Contact point for further details:
	info@scc.ca
	

	Customs Procedures


	Canada has implemented the eManifest initiative for carriers in all modes of transportation. Carriers are required to provide advance cargo and conveyance data on commercial goods coming into Canada. Regulations making this mandatory came into effect in May of 2015.  Regulations requiring this information from freight forwarders are planned to come into force in mid 2016.

The Canada Border Services Agency has been engaging in Mutual Recognition Arrangements (MRA) between Authorized Economic Operator programs, which support trade facilitation through the recognition of each other's trusted program members at the border.  Among APEC member economies, the CBSA has signed MRAs with Japan, the Republic of Korea, Singapore and the United States, and is currently engaging in MRA negotiations and exploratory talks with others.


	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.cbsa.gc.ca/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	AsiaPacDesk-BureauAsie_Pac@cbsa-asfc.gc.ca 
	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	In December 2014, Canada passed Bill C-8 (the Combatting Counterfeit Products Act), which strengthens enforcement measures at the border, facilitates civil enforcement by right holders, and provides enhanced tools for criminal enforcement. 

In 2014, Canada also signalled its intent to join five widely-recognized World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) treaties: the Madrid Protocol, the Singapore Treaty, the Nice Agreement, the Patent Law Treaty (PLT), and the Hague Agreement. Canada has since made amendments to the Trade-marks Act and the Patent Act to accede to the three trademark treaties and to ratify the PLT, under Bill C-31 (Budget Implementation Act) and Bill C-43 (Budget Implementation Act II), respectively. 
With respect to Internet Service Provider liability, in January 2, 2015, the Notice and Notice provisions of the Copyright Modernization Act came into force. 
More recently, in June 2015, Canada ratified the 1991 Act of the International Union for the Protection of New Plant Varieties (UPOV’91). 
Finally, Bill C-59 (Budget Implementation Act 2015) received Royal Assent on June 23, 2015. Bill C-59 amends the Copyright Act to provide sound recordings and performances fixed in sound recordings an additional 20 years of copyright protection, by extending the term of protection from 50 years to 70 years after their publication. Bill C-59 also amends the Patent Act and Trade-marks Act to recognize the privileged nature of the information shared between patent and trademark agents and their clients in the same way as a communication that is subject to solicitor-client privilege. These provisions will come into effect on June 23, 2016.
	To bring the amendments to the Trade-marks Act, Patent Act, and Industrial Act to implement the WIPO treaties into force, the Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO) is in the process of reviewing its business procedures, office practices, policies and informational contents. CIPO is also working on adapting technologies such as web applications and databases, and updating the Trade-marks Regulations, Patent Rules and Industrial Design Regulations.



	Website for further information:  
	cipo.gc.ca
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Michel F. Patenaude, Chief, Policy and International Relations Office, Canadian Intellectual Property Office

michel.patenaude@canada.ca 

Loris Mirella, Deputy Director, Intellectual Property Trade Policy Division, Global Affairs Canada

loris.mirella@international.gc.ca
	

	Competition Policy


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Government Procurement


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	Provide brief points only
	Implementation of the ITA expansion announced by Ministers at MC10 – commencing July 2016

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Dispute Resolution

	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Mobility of Business People


	On June 16, 2014, the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) launched a pilot project for the issuance of APEC Business Travel Cards (ABTC) to eligible Canadian citizens who are active members of Canada’s NEXUS trusted traveller program. The Canadian ABTC pilot costs $75 for a maximum validity of three years and provides Canadian ABTC holders with access to special APEC lanes when travelling to participating foreign APEC economies.  Canadian ABTC holders will continue to be responsible for obtaining and presenting all required documentation for entry into participating countries (e.g., passports, visas and permits).


	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.cbsa.gc.ca/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	AsiaPacDesk-BureauAsie_Pac@cbsa-asfc.gc.ca 
	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Transparency


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


	RTAs/FTAs  



	- Description of current   agreements
	As of January 2016, Canada has 11 FTA in force: Korea (2015), Honduras (2014), Panama (2013), Jordan (2012), Columbia (2011), Peru (2009), European Free Trade Association (2009), Costa Rica (2002), Chile (1997), Israel (1997), NAFTA (1994).

	- Agreements under negotiation


	Canada - Caribbean Community (CARICOM)

Canada - Canada-Guatemala, Nicaragua and El Salvador

Canada - Dominican Republic

Canada - India

Canada - Japan

Canada - Morocco

Canada - Singapore

Modernization of the Canada-Costa Rica Free Trade Agreement

	
	Agreement #1


	The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) countries, including Canada, signed the TPP Agreement on February 4, 2016. 

http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/tpp-ptp/index.aspx?lang=eng

	
	Agreement #2


	The Canada-Korea Free Trade Agreement was entered into force on January 1, 2015.

http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/korea-coree/index.aspx?lang=eng

	
	Agreement #3


	Canada and the European Union concluded their comprehensive trade negotiations in August 2014.
http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/ceta-aecg/index.aspx?lang=eng

	
	Agreement #4


	September 2013, Canada and Chile announced the entry into force of the expanded and modernized Canada-Chile FTA. In April 2015, Canada and Chile announced conclusion of negotiations to further modernize the Agreement to include a new chapter on sanitary and phytosanitary measures.

http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/chile-chili/index.aspx?lang=eng

	
	Agreement #5


	Canada and the Ukraine completed FTA negotiations in July 2015 on the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA) which addressed tariffs and non-tariff barriers.

http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/ukraine/index.aspx?lang=eng

	
	Agreement #6


	The Canada and Honduras Free Trade Agreement and parallel agreements on labour and environmental cooperation entered into force on October 1, 2014.
http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/honduras/index.aspx?lang=eng

	
	Agreement #7


	In July 2015, negotiations were completed on the modernization of the Canada-Israel Free Trade Agreement.

http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/israel/index.aspx?lang=eng

	
	Agreement #8


	

	
	Agreement #9


	

	
	Agreement #10


	

	
	Agreement #11


	

	
	Agreement #12


	

	
	Agreement #13


	

	
	Agreement #14


	

	
	Agreement #15


	

	
	Agreement #16


	

	
	Agreement #17


	

	
	Agreement #18


	

	
	Agreement #19


	

	
	Agreement #20


	

	- Future plans


	

	Website for further information:  
	

	Contact point for further details:
	


	Other voluntary reporting areas
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	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


