ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:2): Business Services: Accounting

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No change since last IAP.

	Individuals and/or firms must meet state licensure requirements to practice as CPAs.  Almost all states require a firm permit for auditing services, and many require that each office within the state register. In nearly all states, ownership of firms that perform audits is limited to persons licensed as accountants.  Accounting services other than auditing do not require a license.

 

http://www.nasba.org/;  http://www.aicpa.org

	The Uniform Accounting Act (UAA) is used as a model to seek greater uniformity of state licensure and regulation of accountants.

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No change since last IAP.
	Licensure requirements vary by state with respect to education, examination, and experience .  A general summary of state licensure requirements may be accessed through the first web address listed below.  Most states also require continuing professional education in order to maintain an active license. 

http://www.nasba.org/; http://www.aicpa.org/; http://www.ed.gov/NLE/USNEI/us/state-reg.html

	None

	Foreign Entry


	No change since last IAP.
	Temporary entry and stay is subject to visa requirements and DHS regulations.  Generally, foreign accountants may not enter the United States to work for themselves but, if qualified, they may be admitted temporarily to work for a U.S. employer under the H-1B, H-1B1, L, E (Treaty Investor), or TN (Trade NAFTA) categories, or for a foreign employer under the B-1 category.

 
	None

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No change since last IAP.
	Individuals and/or firms must meet state licensure requirements to practice as CPAs.  Individuals must meet state requirements for education, examination and experience to practice as CPAs.  Please refer to specific jurisdictions for other specific requirements.

http://www.ed.gov/NLE/USNEI/us/state-reg.html

	None


