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	Objective

APEC economies will, in conformance with the principles of the TRIPS Agreement, ensure adequate and effective protection, including legislation, administration and enforcement of intellectual property rights, foster harmonization of intellectual property rights systems in the APEC region, strengthen public awareness activities and promote dialogue on emerging intellectual property policy issues, with a view to further improve intellectual property rights protection and use of the intellectual property rights systems for the social and economic benefit of members.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will: 

a.
ensure that intellectual property rights are granted through expeditious, simple, and cost-effective procedures;

b.
ensure that adequate and effective civil and administrative procedures and remedies are available against infringement of intellectual property rights; and

c.
provide and expand bilateral technical cooperation in relation to areas such as patent search and examination, computerization and human resources development in order to ensure adequate intellectual property right protection in compliance with the TRIPS Agreement.



	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take the following collective actions:

a.
Deepening the Dialogue on Intellectual Property Policy;

b.
Support for Easy and Prompt Acquisition of Rights:

(i)
Participation in International IP-related Systems

(ii)
Establishing Internationally Harmonized IPR Systems

(iii)
Cooperation on Searches and Examinations;

c.
Electronic Processing of IPR-related Procedures:

(i)
Electronic Filing Systems
(ii)
Dissemination of Information by Electronic Means;

d.
Appropriate Protection of IPR in New Fields:

(i)
Protection for Biotechnology and Computer-related Inventions

(ii)
Protection for Geographical Indications

(iii)
Electronic commerce;

e.
Cooperation for Improvements to the Operation of IP System;
f.
Establishing Effective Systems for IPR Enforcement:

(i)
Establishment of Enforcement Guidelines

(ii)
Exchange of Information Concerning IPR Infringement

(iii)
Cooperation with other fora/authorities

g.
Promoting IP Asset Management in APEC Economies;

h.
Raising Public Awareness;

i.
Facilitation of Technology Transfer through Ensuring IP Protection. 
The current CAP relating to intellectual property rights can be found in the Intellectual Property Rights Collective Action Plan.



	Russia’s Approach to Intellectual Property Rights in 2003

Russia keeps on working to improve both legislative basis and law-enforcement practice relating to the IPR legal protection.

The following laws have come into force: the Russian Federation Federal Law dated December 12, 2001, No. 196-FZ “On Putting In Force of the Russian Federation Code of Administrative Offenses” (July 1, 2002) and the Federal Laws on introduction of changes and amendments to the Russian Federation Laws “On the Legal Protection of Topographies of Integrated Circuits” (July 24, 2002), “On Trademarks, Service Marks, and Appellations of Origin” (December 27, 2002), “On the Legal Protection of Computer Programs and Databases” (January 8, 2003) and the Patent Law (March 11, 2003).

The Federal Laws now in force take into account changes in the Russian Federation legislation and a 10 years experience of using these laws in the practice of affording the legal protection of intellectual property rights, and they aimed at both eliminating ineffective provisions and introducing up-to-date mechanisms to regulate relations in this field legally.

A number of changes are dictated by the need for complying with the requirements of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement) in view of Russia’s intended acceding to the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the Patent Law Treaty, and also by the practices of the European Union with which Russia has entered into a Partnership Agreement.

In the area of international cooperation, a set of works are carried out in the following directions: creation of legal prerequisites in the IPR field for Russia’s acceding to the World Trade Organization (WTO); integration of the Russia’s national IP system to the global process of harmonizing corresponding national systems within the framework of WIPO; expansion of cooperation with the patent offices and international organizations worldwide, in order to use the international experience and reduce costs when solving similar tasks.

It is proposed to perform actions on the establishment of a law-enforcement system in line with the effective international agreements to which Russia is party (for the period of 2003-2010).

The approach of the Russian Federation to Intellectual Property Rights depends also on the results of negotiations on Russia’s acceding to the WTO.

 


	Chapter 7: Russia’s General Approach to Intellectual Property Rights in 2003

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Situation Regarding Laws and Administrative Procedures
	Further Action  Planned

	TRIPS
Implementation
	The following Federal laws have come into force: 

“On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Russian Federation Law “On the Legal Protection of Topographies of Integrated Circuits” (July 24, 2002, No. 82-FZ);  

“On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Russian Federation Law “On Trademarks, Service Marks, and Appellations of Origin” (December 27, 2002, No. 166-FZ); 

“On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Russian Federation Law “On the Legal Protection of Computer Programs and Databases” (January 8, 2003, No. 177-FZ); 

“On introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Russian Federation Patent Law (March 11, 2003, No. 22-FZ);

“On Introduction of Changes to Article 146 of the Russian Federation Criminal Code” (April 8, 2003, No. 45-FZ).

On May 26, 2003 Russia adhered to the International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations (Rome Convention).
	The national system of protection of intellectual property rights complied with the basic international standards adopted in this field, including the provisions of the WTO Agreement on TRIPS.

The Constitution of the Russian Federation determined the basic political trends in the field of intellectual property in Russia. Article 44, paragraph 1 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation guaranteed freedom of literary, artistic, scientific, technical and other types of creative and educational activity and provided their legal protection.  

The whole system of the Russian legislation in force supported the implementation of that constitutional right. A number of international agreements signed by the Russian Federation constituted an integral part of this system. Pursuant to Article 1 of the Federal law No. 96-FZ of 24 July 2002 “On Enforcement of Arbitration Procedure Code of the Russian Federation”, the new Arbitration Procedure Code No. 95‑FZ of 24 July 2002 on "Arbitration Procedure Code" entered into force on 1 September 2002.

The civil, administrative and criminal procedures of protection of intellectual property rights were stipulated by the following laws: the Patent Law, the Law “On Trademarks, Service Marks and Appellations of Origin of Goods”, the Law “On Copyright and Related Rights”, the Law “On Legal Protection of Topologies and Integrated Microcircuits”, the Law “On Legal Protection of Computer Programs and Databases".

Continuous improvements in the work of special sub-units of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation combating against infringements in intellectual property domain.

Work to put in force departmental statutory acts of Rospatent (the Russian Federal Executive Authority for Intellectual Property) that relate to the legal protection grant to industrial property rights the provisions of which are based on changes and additions in the Russian Federation intellectual property laws is near completion.

Information on the Russia’s legal system status as regards IPR may be found on Rospatent web-site in Internet: http://www.rupto.ru.
	It is planned to conduct negotiations on key aspects of the TRIPS Agreement with the Members of the Working Party on the Accession of the Russian Federation to the WTO.
Implementation of measures provided for in the Program of cooperation between the Russian Federation and WIPO.

Continuation of intrastate consultations with respect to the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT).

The State Duma has adopted, in the first reading:

· the draft Federal Law “On Commercial Secret”;

· the draft Federal Law “On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Russian Federation Law On Copyright and Related Rights”.

	Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights
	Changes and amendments to the Patent Law of the Russian Federation and the Russian Federation Law “On Trademarks, Service Marks, and Appellations of Origin” are aimed at simplifying and improving examination procedures.

The Rules for compiling, filing, and examining applications for the registration of trademarks and service marks take account of the Trademark Law Treaty (TLT) with its provisions focusing on the simplification of requirements to applications. 

The Rules for compiling, filing, and examining patent applications take account of the corresponding provisions of the Patent Law Treaty (PLT).
	The Law “On Copyright and Related Rights” does not establish formalities as to the grant of legal protection to copyright and related rights.

Legal protection for computer programs, databases and topographies of integrated circuits early used for commercial purposes emerges without special registration. If a right holder wishes to resort to such protection, the latter is carried out while observing minimum formalities.

The Patent Law of the Russian Federation provides for the grant of legal protection to utility models immediately following verification of an application’s compliance with formal requirements.

As regards inventions and industrial designs, no documents are required except for those relating directly to the substance of this subject matter.

As regards trademarks, no information is needed concerning the status of right holders and the manufacture of goods for which a trademark is registered.
	Rospatent is constantly modernized with respect to computerization of the office work procedures, introduction of modern software, expansion of capabilities for performing searches in databases, including remote databases, as well as opportunity to file applications electronically. These measures are aimed at reducing time of examination and registration of IP rights and publication of data on their legal protection.

	Effective Enforcement of IP Rights
	In order to streamline the enforcement administratively, the Chamber of Patent Disputes has been established under the Russian Federation Federal Laws “On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Federal Law “On Trademarks, Service Marks, and Appellations of Origin” (December 27, 2002, No. 166-FZ) and “On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Patent Law (March 11, 2003, No. 22-FZ). 

The Rules for Filing Complaints, Oppositions and Requests and Their Examination at the Chamber of Patent Disputes have been registered with the RF Ministry of Justice and put into force (May 8, 2003, No. 4520).
	The Russian laws provide for a whole set of measures having civil law, administrative and criminal nature aimed at IPR enforcement (Article 14 of Patent Law, Article 46 of the Federal Law “On Trademarks, Service Marks, and Appellations of Origin”, Articles 48-50 of the Copyright Law, Articles 10-12, 139 of the Civil Code, Articles 7.12 and 14.10 of the Code of Administrative Offenses, Article 10 of the Competition Law, Articles 146, 147, 180 and 183 of the Criminal Code).

Procedures for the application of these measures are established by the Code of Civil Procedure, the Code of Arbitration Procedure, the Code of Administrative Offenses, the Criminal Code.

The Code of Administrative Offences came into force in July 1, 2002. This Code provides for administrative responsibilities for violation of the inventor’s and patent rights and trademark illegal use. Among the remedies taken are recognition of the right, prevention of infringement, compensation of losses, criminal and administrative liability.

That Code provides administrative responsibility for imports of goods infringing IPRs in its Articles 4.10 and 7.12. In accordance with the Chapter 28 (Articles 28.2 and 28.3) of this Code, customs authorities upon their own initiative, if they have acquired prima facie evidence, can initiate an administrative investigation in this case. In the course of such investigation, customs authorities are authorized to suspend the release of suspected goods, seek from the right holder any information that may assist them in the investigation. All persons concerned have the right to familiarize themselves with the record of the case, as well as submit explanations and comments, which were attached to the record of the case. The suspension of the release of suspected goods normally lasts 1 month (a period prescribed for the administrative investigation) and could be extended for a further period, but not more than for 6 months.

Articles 7.12, 7.28 and 14.10 of this Code establish administrative liability for violation of copyrights and related rights, rights regarding inventions and industrial designs, trademarks, service marks and appellation of origin. The administrative sanctions, in addition to fines, includes confiscation of counterfeit products. In addition, anti‑monopoly legislation provides certain sanctions that are administered directly by the Russian Ministry of Antimonopoly Policy and Support of Entrepreneurship. Any business entity whose rights of intellectual property were violated by another business entity can apply to the Ministry to start the proceedings against the offender. The procedure normally took between 1 and 2 months, and in complicated cases between 3 and 6 months.

The new Arbitration Procedure Code of the Russian Federation which came into force on 1 September 2002 introduces new preliminary safeguard measures applied prior to submitting a statement of claim (Article 99). The safeguards comply with the provisions of Article 44 of the WTO Agreement on TRIPS.

Article 146 of the Criminal Code (as amended on 8 April 2003) reinforced criminal liability for illegal use of objects of copyright and related rights as well for purchase, storage, transportation of counterfeited works of art or phonograms for the purpose of their sale in large quantities. This new legislation increased the penalty up to 5 years of imprisonment with or without confiscation of property.

Since intellectual property crimes are not considered to be "grave" crimes, enforcement bodies used other articles of the Criminal Code are appropriate such as smuggling, consumer fraud, etc. Confiscation of illegal goods, materials and equipment used for their manufacturing is not directly stipulated under Articles 146, 147 and 180 of the Criminal Code. It was normal practice, however, to confiscate these goods and machinery as material evidence. For the illegal copies, the right holder can request to take them. For machinery, the matter has to be decided by courts. Concerning the Superior Arbitration Court's practice, the Court issues a decision on confiscation and destruction in cases where the right holder does not request the goods to be transferred to him. Where a court does not order confiscation of illegal goods in civil proceedings, the right holder may appeal.

Following the introduction of changes (in force as of December 12, 2002) in the Trademark Law, it is now possible to require an infringer to destroy counterfeit goods and pay monetary compensation.

The Law “On the Legal Protection of Computer Programs and Databases” as updated (December 24, 2002) contains a provision pertaining to conditions of according the national treatment to foreign natural and legal persons. It is enhanced responsibility for infringements in a trademark, copyright and related rights in the Criminal Code of the RF.

In general, the provisions of Federal Law No. 3526‑1 of September 23, 1992, "On Legal Protection of Layout Designs of Integrated Circuits" are in conformity with the provisions of the Treaty on Intellectual Property in Respect of Integrated Circuits (Washington Treaty). In addition, the Federal Law No. 82-FZ of 9 July 2002 "On Amendments to the Law "On Legal Protection of Layout Designs of Integrated Circuits" contains provisions aimed at satisfying the requirements of the Agreement on TRIPS which are additional to those of the Washington Treaty.

The Code of Arbitration Procedure (in force as of September 1, 2002) now contains provisions enabling right holders to take provisional measures prior to bringing an action regarding an infringement and incorporate attorney’s fees into legal costs.

Continuous improvements in the work of special sub-units of the Ministry of Internal Affairs combating against infringements in intellectual property domain.
	A new Customs Code of the Russian Federation which was adopted by the State Duma in April 2003 and will come into force on January 1, 2004, contains a special section dealing with customs procedures in respect of intellectual property-related goods. 

At present, the following draft laws are under discussion:

· “On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Russian Federation legislative acts” with the view to suspend the release of counterfeit goods into the channels of commerce;

· “On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Criminal Code” (regarding IPR enforcement in order to create legal conditions for the provision of criminal punishment for the crimes in the IP field).

At present, the State Duma examines amendments to the Copyright and Related Rights Law. These amendments are aimed at bringing the Russian laws into line with the WIPO Copyright Treaty (1996) and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (1996).

On 6 June 2001 the State Duma adopted, in the first reading, a draft Federal Law No. 11081-3  “On the Electronic Commerce” that incorporates provisions governing enforcement of rights in trademarks, service marks, trade names against their infringement in connection with their exploitation as local domain names in Internet.

In May 2003, the State Duma adopted, in the first reading, a draft Federal Law “On Commercial Secret”. In the elaboration of this draft law, corresponding provisions of the TRIPS Agreements were taken into account. The draft law identifiers the rights of a holder of commercial secret, such as the right to authorize or prevent others from access to information which is secret commercially, to require an infringer to pay the holder damages adequate to compensate for the injury the holder has suffered because of an infringement.

Elaboration of specific measures to improve the IP law enforcement system in the Russian Federation in order to implement the Program of cooperation between the Russian Federation and WIPO.

	Public Education and Awareness of IP, enhanced IP user skills
	
	To enhance awareness in the IPR field, Rospatent organized a conventional scientific and practical conference “Problems of Theory and Practice of Protecting Industrial Property Rights and Certain Copyrights in the Russian Federation” (October 10-11, 2002).

The following events within the framework of the  Russia - WIPO Cooperation Program:

· visiting session of the WIPO World Academy on the issues of IP learning (October 15-18, 2002);

· the WIPO International Forum on intellectual property, genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore attended by representatives from Indonesia, Peru, etc. (June 3-5, 2003).

· Jointly with the UN/ECE Advisory Group:

· the International Seminar on the role of intellectual property in business (October 31 - November 1, 2002);

· the Workshop on the law-enforcement practice in the field of intellectual property for the customs, law-enforcement, judicial and antimonopoly authorities (November 26-28, 2002). 

The Russian State Intellectual Property Institute (RGIIS) is the only governmental educational establishment in Russia specialized in the problems of IP legal protection and commercial use.  Information on the training and raising the level of skill of experts may be obtained at the RGIIS Internet web-site: http://riis.chat.ru 

Under the Framework Agreement between Rospatent and WIPO, a Distance Learning under the WIPO World Academy “General Course of Intellectual Property” has been carried out in the Russian language since October 2002. Every person duly registered may obtain access to this learning. 

Measures on the preparation of the regular Rospatent Conference-2003.

Training programs and events (seminars, missions etc.) for specialists from outer organizations to promote the role and significance of IP and enhance innovation activities.

Round table-like working meetings with patent attorneys of the Russian Federation to discuss urgent issues of activities of the Russian Patent Office and patent attorneys.

CD-ROM technology-based official publications. 

Use of Internet-resources of Rospatent; access to databases for both internal and outside users; Rospatent web-site containing information on statutory acts in the field of IP.

Protection of undisclosed information, as in Section 7 of the WTO Agreement on TRIPS, is ensured in the Russian legislation by virtue of Article 139 of the Civil Code. In particular, this article stipulated legal protection of undisclosed information, which constituted official or commercial secrets, including information related to products yet to be patented. In addition, the acquisition, use, or disclosure of scientific, technical, production, or commercial information, including commercial secrets, without the owner's consent were not permitted by virtue of Article 10 of Federal Law No. 948‑1 of 23 March 1991 "On Competition and Restriction of Monopoly Activity on Commodity Markets". The provisions of the above‑mentioned laws prohibits the use of undisclosed information without the consent of the right holder. All these provisions are applicable to the protection of confidential (undisclosed) information related to pharmaceutical and agrochemical products containing new chemical substances. Following the opinion of the Ministry of Health (MOH) of the Russian Federation the term of 6 years is sufficient to protect undisclosed information obtained during clinical tests of new medicines. In the event that protection of undisclosed information could endanger the human life and health such information can be published before the expiration of this term.
	The training and teaching in the IP field involve:

· professional training of specialists from both governmental and private sector;

· training of high-level officials dealing with policy making;

· training of Russian government officials on WIPO-administered programs; 

· seminars, workshops or symposia to improve general knowledge among various professional circles and business community;

· training of teachers in the IPR field.

It is planned to:

· develop the use of the WIPO Global Information Network, including assistance in hardware and software improvement of Rospatent web-site, training of Rospatent experts engaging in the establishment of the Patent Office’s Digital Library (PODL) and access to PODL via the WIPO Global Information Network;

·  organize seminars, workshops or symposia for the following target groups: customs authorities, law-enforcement authorities, courts, Public Prosecutor’s bodies, antimonopoly authorities.

It is intended to develop and formulate proposals as to ideology of creating and developing Russian IP electronic libraries, with due regard for:

· interdepartmental program “Electronic Libraries of Russia”;

· WIPO projects on digital libraries of patent offices.

	APEC Cooperation on IP Issues
	
	
	Further expansion of cooperation on IP issues within the framework of APEC, participation in the APEC Expert Group on IPR (IPEG).


	Improvements in Russia’s Approach to Intellectual Property Rights since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	General Policy

Position
	I. Legislation

· Constitution of the Russian Federation (adopted at the national poll on December 12, 1993)

· Criminal Code of RSFSR of July 25, 1962

· Civil Code of the Russian Federation (Part I adopted by the State Duma on October 21, 1994; Part II adopted by the State Duma on December 22, 1995)

· Customs Code of the Russian Federation of June 18, 1993, No. 5221-I

· RSFSR Code of Administrative Offenses of June 20, 1984

· Law No. 5351-I of July 9, 1993 “On Copyright and Related Rights” (as amended on July 19, 1995)

· Patent Law of September 23, 1992, No. 3517-I

· Law of September 23, 1992, No. 3520-I “On Trademarks, Service Marks, and Appellations of Origin”

· Law of September 23, 1992, No. 3523-I “On the Legal Protection of Computer Programs and Databases”

· Law of September 23, 1992, No. 3526-I “On the Legal Protection of Topographies of Integrated Circuits”

· Law of August 6, 1993, No. 5605-I “On Selection Attainments”

· Law of March 22, 1991, No. 948-I “On Competition and Restriction of Monopolistic Activities on Commodity Markets”

In accordance with the Russian Federation Government Ordinance No. 413, dated April 12, 1999, “On Improvements In the Activities of Federal Executive Bodies In the Field of Copyright and Related Rights”, Rospatent is entrusted with the functions regarding 

· improvements in legislation;

· international cooperation;

· interaction with public organizations in the field of copyright and related rights having an interdepartmental nature, except for matters concerning suppression of infringements of the law in this field.

Russia is a member of the World Intellectual Property Organization since 1970 and is a party mostly to all the treaties which had defined internationally agreed basic standards of intellectual property protection in each country.

Russian Federation is a party to "Paris Convention" (the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property); "Paris Convention (1967)" (the Stockholm Act of this Convention of 14 July 1967);  "Berne Convention" (the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works);  "Berne Convention (1971)" (the Paris Act of this Convention of 24 July 1971).
II. Law-Enforcement Authorities

· Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation

· Ministry of the Russian Federation on the Antimonopoly Policy and Support for Entrepreneurship

· State Customs Committee of the Russian Federation

· Russian Agency for Patents and Trademarks (Rospatent)

· Courts of General Jurisdiction

· Arbitration Courts
	I. Amendments in legislation

· RF Patent Law of September 23, 1992, No. 3517-I Amendments and additions as of February 7, 2003, No. 22- FZ.

· RF Law “On the Legal Protection of Computer Programs and Databases” No. 3523-I. Amendments and additions as of December 24, 2002, No. 177- FZ.

· RF Law “On Trademarks, Service Marks, and Appellations of Origin”. Amendments and additions as of December 11, 2002, No. 166- FZ.

· RF Law “On the Legal Protection of Topographies of Integrated Circuits”. Amendments and additions as of July 9, 2002, No. 82- FZ.

A draft Federal law “On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Federal Law “On Copyright and Related Rights”” was adopted by the State Duma (Russian Parliament) in the first reading on 21 December  2001.

Russia became a party to "Rome Convention" (the Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations (1961) on 26 May 2003) with the following reservations: non-application of phonogram criteria (in accordance with paragraph 1(b) of Article 5 of the Convention; protection of broadcasting in accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 6 of the Convention; non-application and limitation of protection under Article 12 of the Convention with regard to phonograms (as per Ordinance of the Government of the RF as of December 20, 2002, No. 908).

Federal law No.82-FZ of 9 July 2002 "On Amendments to the Law "On Legal Protection of Layout Designs of Integrated Circuits" reflected the provisions of the "Treaty on Intellectual Property in Respect of Integrated Circuits" (IPIC Treaty) refers to the Treaty on Intellectual Property in Respect of Integrated Circuits, adopted at Washington on 26 May 1989.
II. Law-Enforcement Authorities

RF Federal Law “On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Russian Federation Criminal Code” adopted on April 8, 2003 has come into force (regarding criminal liability for copyright and related rights infringement).

Pursuant to Article 1 of the Federal law No. 96-FZ of 24 July 2002 “On Enforcement of Arbitration Procedure Code of the Russian Federation”, the new Arbitration Procedure Code No. 95‑FZ of 24 July 2002 on "Arbitration Procedure Code" entered into force on 1 September 2002.

	Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights
	
	The Law “On Copyright and Related Rights” does not establish formalities as to the grant of legal protection to copyright and related rights.

Legal protection for computer programs, databases and topographies of integrated circuits emerges without special registration. If a holder of the right wishes to resort to such protection, the latter is carried out while observing minimum formalities.

The Patent Law of the Russian Federation provides for the grant of legal protection to utility models immediately following verification of an application’s compliance with formal requirements.

In respect of inventions and industrial designs, no documents are required except for those relating directly to the substance of these subjects.

In respect of trademarks, no information as to the status of holders of rights and the manufacture of goods for which a trademark is registered is needed.

The Russian Patent Office is constantly modernized with respect to computerization of the office work procedures, introduction of modern software, expansion of capabilities for performing searches in databases, including remote databases, as well as opportunity to file applications electronically. These measures are aimed at reducing time of examination and registration of IP rights and publication of data on their legal protection. 

Changes and amendments to the Patent Law of the Russian Federation and the Federal Law “On Trademarks, Service Marks, and Appellations of Origin” are aimed at simplifying and improving examination procedures. 

Rules for compiling, filing, and examining applications for the registration of trademarks and service marks take account of the Trademark Law Treaty (TLT) with its provisions focusing on the simplification of requirements to applications.

	Effective Enforcement of IP Rights
	
	The Russian legislation provides for a whole set of measures having civil-law, administrative and criminal nature aimed at IPR enforcement (Article 14 of the RF Patent Law, Article 46 of the RF Law “On Trademarks, Service Marks, and Appellations of Origin”, Articles 48-50 of the RF Copyright Law, Articles 10-12, 139 of the RF Civil Code, Article 7.12 of the RF Code of Administrative Offenses, Article 10 of the Competition Law, Articles 146, 147, 180, and 183 of the RF Criminal Code). 

Procedures on the application of these measures are established by the RF Code of Civil Procedure, RF Code of Arbitration Procedure, RF Code of Administrative Offenses, RF Code of Criminal Procedure.

The Russian Federation Code of Administrative Offences has come into force as of July 1, 2002. This Code provides for administrative responsibilities for trademark illegal use. 

On December 27, 2002, in accordance with the Russian Federation Government Ordinance No. 934, there was established a Governmental Commission on counteraction against infringements in the IP field to enable interaction between executive bodies, state and other organizations, with the aim to implement a uniform state policy in the field of counteraction against infringements in the IP field in the Russian Federation. The Commission is headed by the Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation.

In order to streamline the enforcement administratively, the Chamber of Patent Disputes has been established under the Russian Federation Federal Laws “On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Law “On Trademarks, Service Marks, and Appellations of Origin” (December 11, 2002, No. 166-FZ) and “On Introduction of Changes and Amendments to the Patent Law” (February 7, 2003, No. 22-FZ).

In 1999, a special sub-unit of Ministry of Internal Affairs dealing with matters of fighting against infringements of the law in IP was established.

For the purposes of more efficient enforcement of rights, “Rules for Recognizing a Trademark to be Well-Known in the Russian Federation” were confirmed by Rospatent Order.

On 6 March 1998 Russia signed an Agreement on Cooperation to Suppress Infringements in the Field of Intellectual Property (in the framework of CIS).

On 4 June 1999 Russia signed an Agreement on Measures to Prevent and Suppress the Use of Counterfeit Trademarks and Geographical Indications (in the framework of CIS).

The Program of cooperation between the Russian Federation and WIPO was signed on October 11, 2000, which is aimed, inter alia, at improving the law enforcement practice in Russia in order to prevent, reveal and suppress infringements of the law in IP).

On 6 June 2001, the State Duma adopted, in the first reading, a draft Federal Law No. 11081-3 “On the Electronic Commerce” that incorporates provisions governing enforcement of rights in trademarks, service marks, trade names against their infringement in connection with their exploitation as local domain names in the Internet.

	Public Education and Awareness
	The Patent Office system comprises the Russian Intellectual Property Institute that is specialized in the training of lawyers in IP.

Holding, with an effort of Patent Office’s specialists, seminars and conferences on the problems of IP legal protection.
	The Russian Intellectual Property Institute is the only governmental education establishment in Russia that is specialized in the training of lawyers in IP in the following directions:

· professional training of specialists from both governmental and private sector;

· training of high-level officials dealing with policy making;

· training of Russian government officials on WIPO-administered programs; 

· seminars, workshops or symposia to improve general knowledge among various professional circles and business community;

· training of teachers in the IPR field.

Beginning in 1997, the Patent Office holds annual scientific and practical conferences on urgent problems of IP; starting from 2000, it holds conferences and seminars jointly with WIPO, EPO, ECE/UN, the Intellectual Property Defense Coalition, and also seminars under TACIS Program based on the EPO Academy.

Under the Agreement on cooperation between the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and the Russian Agency for Patents and Trademarks, a Distance Learning under the WIPO World Academy “General Course of Intellectual Property” has been carried out in the Russian language since October 2002. Every person duly registered may obtain access to this learning. 

On 11 October, 2000, the Program of cooperation was signed between the Russian Federation and World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). One of the goals of this Program is to train and teach in IP. For these purposes, Agreement on cooperation between the World Intellectual Property Organization and the Russian Agency for Patents and Trademarks was signed on 12 October  2001.

	APEC Cooperation
on IP Issues
	· The Agreement between the Russian Government and Chinese Government on scientific and technological cooperation of December 12,1992.

· The Agreement between the Russian Government and Chinese Government of April 25, 1996, regarding protection of IP rights.

· The Protocol between the Committee of the Russian Federation on Patents and Trademarks and the Chinese Patent Office on scientific and technological cooperation in the field of inventive and patent work of October 26, 1993.

· The Agreement on cooperation in the field of industrial property between the State Committee on Inventions and Discoveries of the USSR and the Korean Industrial Property Office signed in Moscow on September 20, 1990.

· The Trade Relations Agreement between Russia and USA of June 1, 1990.

· The Agreement between the Russian Government and US Government on scientific and technological cooperation of December 16, 1993.
	A Protocol of the Agreement between the Russian Government and Chinese Government regarding principles of protection and distribution of IP rights dated February 25, 1999.

Patent exchange is carried out, based on relevant intergovernmental agreements, with the following APEC countries: Australia, Canada, China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, USA, Vietnam.

Rospatent participates in the process of agreeing:

· a draft Supplement on the distribution of intellectual property rights to an Agreement between the Russian Government and Government of the Republic of Korea on cooperation in peaceful investigation and use of outer space;

· a draft Agreement between the Russian Government and Government of Malaysia on cooperation in peaceful investigation and use of outer space and Supplement to this Agreement concerning distribution of IP rights.
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