Chapter 5: Standards and Conformance
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	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardization activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;
c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d..
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; and 
h. 
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION
APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and
d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardization activities.
Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  
RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;
c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by, among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  
d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and
b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 
b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; and
c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts.
OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.



	Korea’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2004
The National Standardization Act was enacted in Feb 1999 and the National Standards Plan was submitted to the Prime Minister in November 2000 as the implementation plan of the Act. 

According to the act and plan, national standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment systems established or revised so that they do not create unnecessary technical obstacles to trade and also that they are harmonized as much as possible with corresponding international standards or guidelines.




	Chapter 5 : Korea’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2004

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Korea Industrial Standard (KS):

Based on the 5-year (2000~2004) Plan to Harmonize Korean Industrial Standards with International Standards, Korea continues to work to harmonize KS with corresponding international standards.

As of December 2002, among 7,804 KS which have corresponding ISO/IEC standards, 7,318 KS are harmonized.

Safety Criteria for Electric 
Equipment:

Based on the Plan to Harmonize the Safety Criteria for Electric Equipment with International Standards, Korea harmonized all existing 687 safety criteria with international standards, such as IEC 60950


	KS:

In 1999, KATS (Korean Agency for Technology and Standards) established the 5-Year Plan (2000~2004) to Harmonize Korean Industrial Standards with International Standards.
According to this plan, KATS is concentrating its efforts on harmonizing KS with international standards such as ISO or IEC.
Safety Criteria for Electric Equipment:

In 1999, KATS established a Plan to Harmonize the Safety 
Criteria   for Electric Equipment with International Standards.
According to this plan, KATS harmonized all 687 Safety
Criteria   with corresponding international standards during 
1999~2001.
In 2003, KATS will establish 100 new safety criteria, which will

be identical to international standards or slightly modified.
Korea is making efforts to fit in its quarantine regulations related to plant quarantine and imported animal and animal products with International Standard

Korea's animal quarantine measures are implemented according to health requirements for the importation established after consulting with trading partners

When establishing the requirement, we apply animal quarantine laws and quarantine measures according to the WTO/SPS Agreement as well as related international organizations rules e.g. the Office International des Epizooties(OIE) and Codex


	KS:

  Based on the 5-year Plan to 

  Harmonize Korean Industrial 

  Standards with International 

  Standards,  KATS harmonized about 9,784 KS(99.3%)  among 9,856 KS which have corresponding ISO/IEC standards in 2003.

Safety Criteria for Electric Equipment:

In 2004, KATS is established about 6 new safety criteria based on international standards; total 693 Safety Criteria

Korea continues to make efforts in improving its animal/plant quarantine related rules to fit in with the

	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	Korea submitted a Voluntary Action Plan to APEC/SCSC, which contains its achievements and future plans   for harmonization of domestic   standards with international   standards relating to four priority areas and additional   priority areas.

Four priority areas:

Regarding food labeling, Korea has 1 standard and has been working to be consistent with the four international standards (CODEX).

	Korea is currently implementing harmonization of domestic standards with international standards based on its Voluntary  Action Plan.

Four priority areas:

Regarding food labeling, as of 2003, Korea has completely harmonized its domestic standard with 1 international standard (Codex General Guidelines on Claims) out of 4 international standards. It has also finished partial harmonization (12 out of 19 sub-sectors) on 3 international standards and has been continuously revising the unfinished work. For the remaining 1 standard, Korea will finish theharmonization work by the end of 2003.

Regarding electrical and electronic appliances, Korea has 20 standards, 15 of which are harmonized with international standards.

  Regarding food labeling, Korea has 1 standard and has been 

  working to be consistent with the four international (CODEX) 

  standards.

  Regarding rubber products, Korea has 3 standards, 2 of 

  which are harmonized with international standards.

  Regarding machinery, Korea has 6 standards, all of which are

  harmonized with international standards.

Additional priority areas:

  Korea will adopt additional CISPR standards as KS, if it deems 

  it necessary.

Regarding IEC60335, Korea has 74 standards, all of which are harmonized with international standards.

  Regarding CISPR, Korea has 5 standards, all of which are  

  harmonized with international standards.

Regarding additional priority areas for standards and guides,   

  Korea has 15 standards, all of which are harmonized with 

international standards.

Regarding the safety of information technology equipment,

Korea has one standard harmonized with international 

standards.

Korea is currently implementing harmonization of domestic standards with international standards based on its Voluntary  Action Plan.


	Korea will continue to implement harmonization work   according to the Voluntary  Action Plan.

Four priority areas:

Regarding food labeling, Korea will finish harmonization work by the end of 2005.

Regarding electrical and 
  electronic appliances, Korea 
finished the harmonization

work for the remaining 5 

standards by the end of 

2003.

Regarding rubber products, Korea had 2 standards, 1 of 

 which are harmonized with international standards

  Regarding machinery, Korea 
  ensured the completion of 

the harmonization work.

Additional priority areas:

  Regarding IEC60335, Korea 
  will continue to implement the

harmonization work in the 

event that new international 

  standards are established.

  Regarding CISPR, Korea will 

  continue to implement the

harmonization work

according to VAP.

  Regarding international 
  standards and guides relating 
  to conformity assessments, 
  Korea will adopt additional 

international standards and 

guides as domestic

standards, if necessary, and

all of them will be identical

to corresponding  international standards.

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Korea increased its P-membership to ISO/IEC TC/SCs to 499 and 122. Korea became to serve as the secretariat for 7 ISO/IEC TC/SCs.

Korea actively contributed to make the activities of the ITU groups in effective by serving as (vice) chairman, rapporteurs in ITUT(R), APT SATAP, 3GPP(2), etc.


	Korea has been a full member of ISO and IEC since 1963.
Regarding participation in policy committees, Korea is a member country of the ISO Council, IEC Council Board, IEC
Standardization Management Board.
Regarding participation in TCs and SCs, Korea currently is a P-member to 499 ISO TC/SCs and 122 IEC TC/SCs.

In addition, Korea holds 5 secretariats of ISO TC/SCs and 2 secretariats of IEC TC/SCs.
Korea endeavors to increase its contribution in international standardization activities by proposing a new draft of international standards, participating in TC/SCs meetings and hosting TC/SCs meetings.

Korea is contributing to international standardization activities by participating in ITU-T (by serving as chairman (3), vice-chairman (4) and as rapporteurs (5)), ITU-R (by serving vice-chairman in SG, WP), 3GPP (by serving as a chairman), 3GPP2 (by serving as chairman (1), vice-chairman (4)), and in APT-ASTAP (by serving as chairman (1), rapporteur (6)).

Korea is taking part in activities of the international organizations such as WTO/SPS, Codex, OIE and FAQ/ICPM.
	Korea increased its P-membership to ISO/IEC TC/SCs to 502 and 123. 

Korea became to serve as the secretariat for 8 ISO/IEC TC/SCs.

Korea will hold The 68th  IEC General Meeting on October, 2004 in Seoul

Korea will continue to improve its participation in international standardization activities.

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	No further action taken
	Korea joined APEC MRA for Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment (Phase II) in 1998.
Korea joined APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (Phase I) in 1999.
In addition, Korea established the "National Standardization Act" and subsequently the "National Standards Plan" which strongly encourages Korea's participation in MRAs.


	Based on the "National Standardization Act" and "National Standards Plan", Korea will make every effort to participate in possible MRAs

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	No further action taken


	Korea established the MRA with Canada in bilateral recognition of test results on telecommunications equipment in 1997.
Korea established the "National Standardization Act" and subsequently "National Standards Plan" which strongly encourage Korea's participation in MRAs
	Based on the "National Standardization Act" and the "National Standards Plan", Korea will make every effort to participate in possible MRAs.

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Korea Accreditation Board (KAB) has undergone the initial evaluation for PAC MLA for EMS (ISO 14000) by PAC peer evaluation team in July 2003.
	Korea Laboratories Accreditation Scheme (KOLAS) joined the APLAC MRA on the testing field in 1998 and calibration field in 2001.

KAB joined PAC MLA for QMS (ISO9000) in 1999.

Korea Research Institute of Standards and Sciences (KRISS) which is a national metrology institute (NMI) of Korea participated in the global MRA (Mutual Recognition of National Measure Standards and of Calibration and Measurement Certificates issued by National Metrology Institutes) in 1999.

Korea endeavors to participate in the possible bilateral/ multilateral MRAs.


	KAB expects to join the PAC and IAF MLA for EMS (ISO 14000) in 2004.

Korea continued to participate in the bilateral/multilateral MRAs.

	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	Several member economies informed Korea that the TIC-CAR Database has been established successfully. At the same time, they appreciated the Korean government’s efforts to maintain and update the website as well as to publicize the Directory about the CABs (Conformity Assessment Bodies) in the region.

Korea visited the Accreditation Body in Russia and its accredited laboratories to encourage them to register.


	The TIC-CAR on-line database has been accessed more than twenty-four thousand times to date and the number of on-line registration is increasing rapidly. A3CA (APEC cooperation center for conformity assessment) Helpdesk keeps carrying out its role to meet users' need of information about CABs in the APEC region.   
Korea is improving the technical functions of the TIC-CAR Website (http://www.apectic-car.org) according to the opinions and comments of the CABs in the region.

Korea has kept encouraging the CABs in the region to register at the Database.

The total number of registered CABs is 1,274 as of September 8, 2003.
	Korea continued improving the TIC-CAR website by increasing the number of registered CABs as well as by enhancing the accuracy of information in the Database.

Korea had a plan to update the CAB information included in the Database.

The total number of registered CABs is 2,947 in 2003.

	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	No further action taken
	Korea promotes cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in MRA in both regulated and voluntary sectors.


	Korea promoted cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in MRAs in both regulated and voluntary sectors.

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Korea became the lead economy for the APEC project on Training Program on ISO 14000 Series Product Oriented Standards : EL, LCA and DfE in 2001.

A total of three training workshops are planned for a period of three years beginning in 2002. The first year training workshop was held in Korea from Aug. 25 to Aug. 29, 2002. 

A handbook entitled “best practices of ISO 14021 (Self-declared environmental claims)” has been published and distributed to member economies and posted in the website (http://ecodesign.ajou.ac.kr) in February 2003. 

Korea carried training program for raising the competency of conformity assessment system in ASEAN countries in the fields of testing, inspection, and quality/environment management, to the level of international standards in Seoul from Oct 06 to Nov 02, 2002.

Korea held workshop on national standards system and precision measurement in Seoul from Oct 25 to Nov 11 2002 to provide developing countries with an opportunity to augment their knowledge on the national standards and accreditation /certification system.


	Korea will continue to carry out  the training program on the ISO 14000 series product oriented standards, EL, LCA and DfE, to 2004.

Korea carried training workshops to help them gain first-hand experiences on precision measurement technologies, which play key roles for the development of an economy since 1988. 

Korea continues to contribute to build technical infrastructure/ capacity building in the field of standards and conformity assessment.
	Second APEC training workshop on ISO 14000 oriented standards will take place in Oct 5 to 9, 2003 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

A best practice handbook entitled “Best practice of Life Cycle Assessment” is under preparation and will be distributed to all APEC member economies and trainee.

Korea implemented  the Regional Collaboration Program for the development of Conformity Assessment System in ASEAN countries from November 30 to December 13, 2003

20th Workshop on the National Standards System and Precision Measurement for developing economies held at KRISS from September 21 to October 3, 2003

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	No further action taken
	Korean Agency for Technology and Standards (KATS) has been a member of PASC since 1973.
Korean Research Institute of Standards and Science (KRISS) has been a member of APMP since 1980.
KRISS chaired this Program from 1990 to 1994 and currently chairs in two Technical Committees (TCs) among eleven TCs in APMP.

Korea Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (KOLAS) has been a member of APLAC since 1992.
Korean Agency for Technology and Standards (KATS) has been a member of APLMF since 1994.
Korean Accreditation Board (KAB) has been a member of PAC since 1994.
KAS (Korea Accreditation System) joined PAC in 2001.
Korea is currently a member of 5 specialist regional bodies and has participated in every voluntary MRA led by them.
	Korea will continue to participate in the Specialist Regional Bodies.

KAB  held the  PAC Plenary Meeting on July 5, 2004 in Seoul.

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	No further action taken
	We inform the WTO secretariat of draft or revision of related laws according to the WTO/SPS Agreement. We also try to share information with other member countries


	Korea will continue to notify newly drafting or revising phytosanitary·animal quarantine legislations and regulations

	Participate in relevant international fora


	No further action taken
	We are the member of Codex, OIE, WTO/SPS Committee and FAO/IPPC and have actively participated in the related meetings
	We will actively participate in meetings of related international organizations

Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for ASIA, The Far East and Oceania in Seoul. (Nov. 2005)

	Other activities


	
	
	


	Improvements in Korea’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Review and update existing standards for closer alignment with international standards.

Korea complies with the WTO/SPS agreement, and bases its regulations related to animal hygiene and livestock product safety on the international standards developed by Codex and OIE.


	The National Standardization Act was enacted in Feb. 1999 and the National Standards Plan was submitted to the Prime Minister in Nov. 2000 as the implementation plan of the Act. 
According to the act and plan, national standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment systems will be established or revised (not to be unnecessary technical obstacles to trade and also as much as possible in harmonization with corresponding International Standards or Guides).
As of December, 2003, 9,784 standards are harmonized with corresponding international standards.
Korea is making efforts to fit in its quarantine regulations related to plant quarantine and imported animal and animal products with International Standard

Korea's animal quarantine measures are implemented according to health requirements for the importation established after consulting with trading partners

When establishing the requirement, we apply animal quarantine laws and quarantine measures according to the WTO/SPS Agreement as well as related international organizations rules e.g. the Office International des Epizooties(OIE) and Codex

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Expand program to actively participate in ISO, IEC, Codex and other relevant international organizations.

Korea is a member of Codex Committee and OIE


	As of December, 2003, Korea is a P-member to 502 ISO TC/SCs and 123 IEC TC/SCs and participates in ITU-T(R), APT-ASTAP, ETSI-3GPP (3), etc.
Korea is taking part in various subcommittees of Codex in an active manner and expanding its scope of activity. 

Korea is also participating in activities of OIE and hosted the 2nd OIE Regional meeting on Foot and Mouth Disease Control in East Asia in 2001

Korea will host the 24th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for ASIA, ‘The Far East and Oceania in Seoul’. (Nov. 2005)



	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Seek to enter into mutual recognition arrangements of conformity assessment with APEC economies.
	Korea joined the APEC MRA for Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment (Phase II) in 1998.
Korea joined the APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (Phase I) in 1999.
Korea participated in the APEC TEL MRA.



	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Seek to enter into mutual recognition arrangements of conformity assessment with APEC economies.
	Korea established an MRA with Canada in bilateral recognition of test results on telecomunications equipment.

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Continue to participate in bilateral or multilateral mutual recognition consultations on regional specialist bodies.
	Korea joined APLAC MRA on testing field in 1998 and calibration field in 2001.
Korea joined PAC and IAF MLA for QMS in 1999.

Korea joined CIPM MRA in 1999, and all required activities, including participation of key comparisons, establishment of quality system and review of technical capabilities by oversea peers, for the MRA were made.



	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	
	

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Continue to contribute in improving technical infrastructure of APEC member economies.
	Korea became the lead economy for the APEC project on "Training program on ISO 14000 series product oriented standards : EL, LCA and DfE" in 2001.

The first year training workshops was held in Korea from Aug. 25 to Aug. 29, 2002, and the second year workshop will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in October 5 to 9, 2003. A best practice handbook eco labelling was published and an LCA handbook is under preparation.



	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	Continue to participate in bilateral or multilateral mutual recognition consultations on regional specialist bodies.


	Korea is a member of APLMF (1994), APLAC (1992), APMP (1980), PAC (1994), PASC (1973). 


	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	Enhance transparency of standards and conformity assessments.
	New or revised standards are published in the Official Gazette and "Quality Management", issued by the Korea Standards Association and available to the public.

Korea has made notification of the relevant information in accordance with WTO TBT/SPS Agreements.


	Participate in relevant international fora


	Korea gained access to the Metre Convention in 1959 and has been a full member of the Convention since 1960. 
Korea joined the OIML(1978), ILAC(1979), and BIPM (1979).
	Korea became a member of the IEC/APSG (Asia Pacific Steering Group).

Korean Accreditation Scheme (KAS) joined PAC in 2001.

Korea is participating in the Codex/SPS Committee. OIE and FAO/IPPC



	Other Activities


	None.
	None


� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements.  Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)





