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	Chapter 11 : Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs)

	Objectives

APEC economies will ensure full and effective implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes within the agreed time frame in a manner fully consistent with the letter and the spirit of the WTO Agreement.

On Rules of Origin, APEC economies will: 

a. ensure full compliance with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted in relevant international fora; and

b. ensure that their respective rules of origin are prepared and applied in an impartial, transparent and neutral manner.


	Guidelines

On WTO Agreements:

a. Each APEC economy which is a WTO member will fully and faithfully implement its respective Uruguay Round commitments. 

b. Each APEC economy which is in the process of acceding to the WTO Agreement may participate in APEC Uruguay Round implementation actions through voluntary steps to liberalize its respective trade and investment regimes consistent with the WTO Agreement.

c. Each APEC economy will, on a voluntary basis, accelerate the implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes and deepen and broaden these.
On Rules of Origin:

Each APEC economy will:

a. align its respective rules of origin with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted as a result of the WTO/WCO process; and

b. ensure predictable and consistent application of rules of origin.


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will:

a. utilize on an on-going basis Uruguay Round implementation seminars and other appropriate means to:

i. improve APEC economies' understanding of provisions in the WTO Agreement and obligations thereunder;

ii. identify operational problems encountered in implementation of the WTO Agreement and areas in which APEC economies may require technical assistance; and

iii. explore cooperative efforts to provide such technical assistance in implementation; 

b. consider implementation of suggestions for follow-on work from Uruguay Round implementation seminars; and 

c. undertake technical assistance based on discussion at the above seminars, including cooperative training projects targeted at prevalent implementation problems to be undertaken in conjunction with the WTO Secretariat and other relevant international institutions.

On Rules of Origin

APEC economies will:

a. gather information on APEC economies’ respective rules of origin, both non-preferential and preferential, and operation thereof without duplicating WTO work in this area, exchange views and develop a compendium of rules of origin for the use of the business/private sector; 

b. facilitate, complement and accelerate, in the short term, WTO/WCO work on harmonization of non-preferential rules of origin; and

c. study in due course the implication of rules of origin on the free flow of trade and investment, with a view to identifying, in the longer term, both positive and negative aspects and effects of rules of origin related practices. 

The current CAP relating to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc Rules of Origin) can be found in the WTO Implementation  Collective Action Plan and Rules of Origin Collective Action Plan


	New Zealand’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations and Rules of Origin in 2004

New Zealand ratified the Uruguay Round Agreements on 7 December 1994.  The bulk of New Zealand's legislative requirements were encompassed in the GATT (Uruguay Round) Bill, which amended eight existing Acts, and enacted the Geographical Indications Act 1994.  In addition, the Copyright Act 1994 and the Layout Designs Act 1994 were passed to give effect to specific provisions.

 

New Zealand has now fully implemented all of its WTO obligations.

 



	New Zealand’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs) in 2004

	Section


	Obligations Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Status of WTO Obligations Implementation
	Further Implementation Planned

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	 

Fully implemented

 
	 

Fully implemented
	 

Fully implemented

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	 

Fully implemented

 
	 

Fully implemented

 
	 

Fully implemented

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	 

Fully implemented

 
	 

Fully implemented

 
	 

Fully implemented

	WTO Plurilateral Agreements


	
	 

New Zealand is not a member of the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (AGP)

 
	 

Non-membership of WTO AGP is kept under review

	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	 

Fully implemented

 
	 

Fully implemented

 
	 

Fully implemented

	Other WTO Obligations


	 

Fully implemented

 
	 

Fully implemented

 
	 

Fully implemented

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	 

Tariffs on the zero-for-zero “paper” products were bound at Free on 1 January 2004.

 

 
	 

New Zealand has removed tariffs from all goods originating in Singapore (from January 2001) and Least Developed Countries (from July 2001).

 


	 

The Government announced in September 2003 that New Zealand would resume reduction of applied tariffs from 1 July 2006.  Tariffs will reduce to maximum rates of 10% and 5% from 1 July 2009.  A further review of tariffs is currently scheduled to be held in 2006.  These reductions do not affect bound rates.  

New Zealand is currently negotiating Closer Economic Partnership agreements with Thailand and, Chile and Singapore as part of the ‘P3’.  New Zealand is also working towards FTA negotiations with China. 



	Rules of Origin


	 

Nil
	 

Attend meetings of WTO Committee on Rules of Origin (“Harmonisation Work Programme”).
	 

Continue participation in “HWP”.


	New Zealand’s Implementation of WTO Obligations since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	 

Implementation fully consistent with WTO Agreement

 
	 

Implementation fully consistent with WTO Agreement

 

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	 

Implementation fully consistent with WTO Agreement

 
	 

Implementation fully consistent with WTO Agreement

 

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	 

Implementation fully consistent with WTO Agreement

 
	 

Implementation fully consistent with WTO Agreement

 

	WTO Plurilateral Agreements


	 

Implementation fully consistent

 
	 

Implementation fully consistent

 

	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	 

Implementation fully consistent

 
	 

Implementation fully consistent

 

	Other WTO Obligations


	 

Implementation fully consistent

 
	 

Implementation fully consistent

 

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	
	In 1997 New Zealand joined the WTO Information Technology Agreement and accordingly accelerated bound tariff reductions on IT products to reach zero bindings by 1 January 2000.

Tariffs on beer were removed in January 2002 under the WTO zero-for –zero agreement.

Tariffs on paper, paper products and printed matter bound at free in January 2004.

 

New Zealand's unilateral applied tariff reductions between 1986 and 1999 went far beyond its Uruguay Round bound tariff commitments.  Following a general tariff freeze reductions of applied tariffs will resume from 1 July 2006, bringing the maximum rates to 10% and 5% from 1 July 2009.

New Zealand has removed tariffs from all goods originating in Singapore (from January 2001) and Least Developed Countries (from July 2001).



	Rules of Origin


	 

New Zealand’s use of non-preferential ROO (mainly for antidumping/countervailing duties) was in accordance with the WTO Agreement.  New Zealand implemented the disciplines (Article 2), information/procedures requirements (Article 5) and the Common Declaration with Regard to Preferential ROO (Annex II).

 

New Zealand participates in meetings of the WCO Technical Committee on ROO and the WTO Committee on ROO.

 
	 




