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	Chapter 13 : Mobility of Business People

	Objective

APEC Economies will enhance the mobility of business people engaged in the conduct of trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) 
exchange information on regulatory regimes in regard to the mobility of business people in the region;

(b) 
examine the possibility of setting the scope for cooperation at a regional level aimed at streamlining and accelerating (i) processing of short term business travel and (ii)arrangements for temporary residency for business people to engage in trade and investment; and

(c) 
establish and maintain a dialogue on mobility issues with the business community.



	Collective Actions
APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to mobility of business people can be found in the Mobility of Business People Collective Action Plan.




permits to meet the best practice standard of 30 days. 

	New Zealand continues to regularly review the visa requirements for those APEC economies which do not 

already have visa-free access. 

New Zealand has consular representation accredited to all APEC members and visa processing facilities are 

available for all those economies with which New Zealand does not have a visa waiver agreement.

New Zealand has made commitments under the GATS relating to mobility of businesspeople.  These 

provide for entry and temporary stay of natural persons in ten defined categories employed by service 

suppliers of other GATS members which supply services within New Zealand through a commercial 

presence.



	New Zealand's Approach to Business Mobility in 2000

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Business Mobility Related Policies and Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	Information provided to the APEC secretariat for inclusion in the APEC web site including information on New Zealand Immigration Service web site.

Information relating to New Zealand's participation in the APEC business travel card has been included in the TIMATIC system for air travelers

A continuing review of visa requirements for Asia Pacific economies has resulted in the lifting of visitor visas for Chile. 

Dedicated lanes for the APEC business card travelers have been established in Auckland and Christchurch


	New Zealand participates in the sharing of information with other economies on our visa regime through the APEC travel handbook and the updating of the TIM’s system and our own web site.

We have an agreement on information sharing in place with Canada and exchange information with other economies on border and visa issues as they arise. 

Information on our visa requirements is available online at http://www.immigration.nzis.dol.nz/
Contact details for Visa and Apec business mobility matters is 

Andrew Lockhart

New Zealand Immigration Service 

P.O Box 

Auckland

lockhart@nzis.dol.govt.nz
	

	Short Term Business Entry  


	Procedures have been put in place to clear and issue APEC Business Travel Cards to those requesting them either in New Zealand or from other economies

Review of visa requirements for short term visitors, resulting in visa free access for Chile.


	New Zealand provides for the entry of short term business visitors through its visitor policy.  For the majority of APEC economies this provides visa free access to New Zealand.

Those travelling visa free are only required to complete an arrival declaration for entry and can be issued with a permit for up to 3 months. This permit allows them to conduct business negotiations and sales for up to 3 months in any given calendar year.   Multiple visas are available to businesspeople and can be issued for up to three years allowing a three month permit on each visit. Such visits can be extended up to 9 months maximum

There is an ongoing review of our visa requirements.

New Zealand has been a participant in the APEC business card since 1998, which provides streamlined entry into New Zealand for business travelers.

The card effectively provides a three year visa to the holder enabling to obtain a three month permit on arrival.  Card holders are still required to complete an arrival declaration but have been provided with dedicated lanes at Auckland and Christchurch International Airports.

Contact details for Visa and APEC business mobility matters is 

Andrew Lockhart

New Zealand Immigration Service 

P.O Box 

Auckland

lockhart@nzis.dol.govt.nz

	The introduction of electronic permits for visitors including the streamlining of applications is likely to be announced before November 2000.

	Business Temporary Residency 


	Review of the work permit policy in respect of intra-company transfers to ensure alignment with our undertakings.  The policy meets the agreements made for such transfers and in 95 % of cases the visa is processed with in the 30 days set as best practice. 

Information on intra-company transfers is set out in the policy and is available on the Immigration web site:

http://www.immigration.dol.govt.nz/

	New Zealand has an established policy for the transfer of intra company executives.  This policy was reviewed to ensure it aligned with our commitment to APEC. 

In addition the operational standards relating to the processing of such visas were also examined. The Immigration Service records details of all such visas issued on the application management system and has been able to determine the processing times and the numbers approved or declined.  Overall, New Zealand is exceeding the best practice standard of 30 days to process such application in 95% of cases.  In the majority of cases the applications re determined in less than 10 days.  

Multiple Visas are issued for up to 3 years.  The policy is published in the operational manual and available on the web site.  A separate information sheet or checklist has not at this stage been developed.   However the policy is well established and understood by most of the major companies presently participating.

Monitoring is carried out annually and includes the number issued and the processing times. It is also possible to report on an adhoc basis on the economies from which applicants are participating.

Contact for further details is:

Andrew Lockhart

New Zealand Immigration Service 

P.O Box 

Auckland

lockhart@nzis.dol.govt.nz

	

	Technical Cooperation and Training


	New Zealand participated with Australia in providing technical training to the trainers of participating economies from South East Asia. The training was held in Kuala Lumpur in 1998 and covered technical aspects of document examination and detection.


	New Zealand participated in developing and delivering technical training on document examination to economies in the South East Asian region

This training was also provided as part of this programme to New Zealand Immigration staff both onshore and in selected overseas posts.
	Further technical training for trainers in document examination and detection will be held in the United States in August 2000

	Dialogue with Business


	Dialogue with business in New Zealand has centred on participation in the APEC Business travel card.  To date around 100 cards have been issued to New Zealand business people.


	In introducing the APEC business card for New Zealand the Immigration service promoted the card with business organisations to encourage participation. To date around 100 cards have been issued to New Zealand businesspeople and publicity is continuing.
	


	Improvements in  New Zealand's Approach to Business Mobility since 1996*

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)*
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	New Zealand will provide base year information in its 2001 IAP.

	

	Short Term Business Entry
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*  1996 is to be used as the Base Year for IAP reporting across all sub-fora.  While the Informal Experts’ Group on Business Mobility did not commence until May 1997, it is considered that the information to be reported as ‘base information’ would not vary significantly for most Member Economies from 1996 to 1997.

