ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (i) : Tourism and Travel Related Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	The main improvements were carried out in the following areas.

· Reduce the number of procedures for the entrance of tourism vessels.

· To foresee the temporary importation plan of Mexican vessels.

· To diminish the entrance requirements of cruisers.

· To establish a unique criteria for the treatment of solid waste in maritime ports.

· To decrease the number of procedures for the entry of private planes.

· To establish new regulations to nautical tourism services suppliers.

· To eliminate a special tourism certificate granted by Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

· In 2003, the tourists who enter by road will be exempt from the DNI payment if the period of stay is not longer than seven days. 

· It is free of the value-added tax the expenses related to congresses and international conventions and exhibitions, as those to produce audiovisuals and foreign film.

· To implement a migratory pre-documentation system for foreigners who enter to Mexico by plane or ship.



	This sector is regulated by several laws.

For further details contact at:

http://www.semarnat.gob.mx
http://www.banjercito.com.mx
http://www.shcp.gob.mx
http://www.sct.gob.mx 


	Some improvements are under analysis, such as:

· Inspection of vessels to corroborate compliance with equipment for maritime safety.

· Security and surveillance operations in the jurisdiction to preserve the integrity of cruise ships and recreational vessels and their tourists

· Land and sea patrolling in conflictive areas with high crime rates to increase the security of local and tourist populations.

· Safeguard human life at sea and to guarantee the physical safety of vacationers in national ports and beaches.



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No improvements since the last IAP
	To reduce the number of procedures for the entrance of tourism vessels to the country:

· On November 21, and December 14, 2001, the Mexican Government published the 23 and 24 Adjustment for Foreign Trade respectively, in which they grant the possibility of carrying out the whole procedure for the temporary importation of the vehicle and its tows in the Internet  http://www.banjercito.com/htm/permisos_vehiculos.htm. The first adjustment refers to the permits for temporary importation with multiple entries and departures, valid for one year since the first entry.

· There are also facilities for the temporary importation and substitution of spare parts for the ships.

To foresee the temporary importation plan of Mexican vessels.

· The reforms to the Customs Law published on January 2, 2002, foresees the possibility that Mexicans could import ships of solid waste temporarily in the maritime ports.
To reduce the procedures for entrance of private planes

· The Ministry of Communication and Transportation published on December 28, 2001, the new Aeronautical Civil Law, in which it is authorized that foreign pilots fly private planes, after having previously validated their license.
· The Ministry of Communications and Transportation publishes all the information in the Internet.  


	No further changes planned.

	Foreign Entry


	There is no improvements since the last IAP
	The Foreign Investment Law stipulates the foreign participation in the tourism activities.

(http://www.economia.gob.mx)

	No further changes planned.

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	There is no improvements since the last IAP
	The Ministry of Internal Affairs has established migratory controls. Some nationalities were classified in three levels of security, restricting entry for those considered risky.
	No further changes planned.


