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	Chapter 11 : Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs)

	Objectives

APEC economies will ensure full and effective implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes within the agreed time frame in a manner fully consistent with the letter and the spirit of the WTO Agreement.

On rules of origin, APEC economies will: 

a. ensure full compliance with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted in relevant international fora; and

b. ensure that their respective rules of origin are prepared and applied in an impartial, transparent and neutral manner.


	Guidelines

On WTO Agreements:

a. Each APEC economy which is a WTO member will fully and faithfully implement its respective Uruguay Round commitments. 

b. Each APEC economy which is in the process of acceding to the WTO Agreement may participate in APEC Uruguay Round implementation actions through voluntary steps to liberalize its respective trade and investment regimes consistent with the WTO Agreement.

c. Each APEC economy will, on a voluntary basis, accelerate the implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes and deepen and broaden these.
On Rules of Origin:

Each APEC economy will:

a. align its respective rules of origin with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted as a result of the WTO/WCO process; and

b. ensure predictable and consistent application of rules of origin.


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will:

a. utilize on an on-going basis Uruguay Round implementation seminars and other appropriate means to:

i. improve APEC economies' understanding of provisions in the WTO Agreement and obligations thereunder;

ii. identify operational problems encountered in implementation of the WTO Agreement and areas in which APEC economies may require technical assistance; and

iii. explore cooperative efforts to provide such technical assistance in implementation; 

b. consider implementation of suggestions for follow-on work from Uruguay Round implementation seminars; and 

c. undertake technical assistance based on discussion at the above seminars, including cooperative training projects targeted at prevalent implementation problems to be undertaken in conjunction with the WTO Secretariat and other relevant international institutions.

On Rules of Origin

APEC economies will:

a. gather information on APEC economies’ respective rules of origin, both non-preferential and preferential, and operation thereof without duplicating WTO work in this area, exchange views and develop a compendium of rules of origin for the use of the business/private sector; 

b. facilitate, complement and accelerate, in the short term, WTO/WCO work on harmonization of non-preferential rules of origin; and

c. study in due course the implication of rules of origin on the free flow of trade and investment, with a view to identifying, in the longer term, both positive and negative aspects and effects of rules of origin related practices. 

The current CAP relating to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc Rules of Origin) can be found in the WTO Implementation  Collective Action Plan and Rules of Origin Collective Action Plan


	Mexico’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations and Rules of Origin in 2003

Mexico is a founding Member of the World Trade Organisation (WTO). The full and effective implementation of the Uruguay Round outcomes is the most important element to guarantee the certainty and credibility of the multilateral trading system. Accordingly, Mexico has complied with its Uruguay Round commitments.




	Mexico’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs) in 2003

	Section


	Obligations Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Status of WTO Obligations Implementation
	Further Implementation Planned

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	Mexico implemented the ninth reduction to bound agricultural tariff rates on 1 January 2003.
	Mexico has complied with its Uruguay Round Commitments.
	To continue with the remaining reduction of agricultural bound tariff rates.

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	No changes since last IAP .


	Mexico has fully implemented its commitments under the GATS.
	No further improvements are planned.

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	No changes since last IAP.


	By the year of 2000 Mexico had fully implemented the TRIPS Agreement.

Mexico has implemented TRIPS agreement through the appropriate administrative and legal changes related to plant varieties, copyrights, recognized institutes for the deposit of biological material, industrial property rights including protection of layout designs and criminal sanctions, as well as copyright infringements to consider them as a serious crime. See for details chapter 7 related to intellectual property.
	Mexico will continue with the adequate and effective protection, administration and enforcement of the TRIPS Agreement.

	WTO Plurilateral Agreements


	No changes implemented since last IAP.
	Not applicable.  Mexico is not a party to these agreements.
	No further improvements planned

	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	None
	None
	None

	Other WTO Obligations


	None
	None
	None

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	None
	None
	None

	Rules of Origin


	Mexico has actively participated in the harmonization program of non-preferential rules of origin being conducted under the WTO/WCO. Mexico has also elaborated and presented proposals regarding the general and specific non-preferential rules of origin with the aim of facilitating and complementing the harmonization work under the WTO/WCO.

Mexico has analyzed the Amendments to the Nomenclature of the Harmonized System 2002 and has detected the changes on its preferential and non-preferential rules of origin.


	Mexico works with its trade partners to agree changes on its preferential rules of origin in accordance with the Amendments to the Nomenclature of the HS 2002.

As of August 4, 2003, the following revisions of preferential and non-preferential rules of origin were published in the Diario Oficial de la Federación (Official Gazette) in order to reflect the HS 2002 amendments:

I) Preferential rules of origin

· NAFTA (December 21, 2001)  (NAFTA Marking Rules were published on July 9, 2002.)

· Decision N° 2/2000 of the EC/Mexico Joint Council of 23 March 2000 (December 24, 2002)

· Mexico-EFTA Free Trade Agreement (December 23, 2002)

II) Non-preferential rules

The non-preferential rules of origin were published on September 6, 2002.


	Mexico will continue its participation in the Committee on the harmonization of non-preferential rules of origin in the WTO/WCO with the aim of concluding these negotiations during this year.

Mexico will implement the changes on its preferential rules of origin in accordance with the Amendments to the Nomenclature of the Harmonized System.




	Mexico’s Implementation of WTO Obligations since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	Mexico started to implement its commitments under Annex 1A of WTO Agreements in 1995.


	Mexico implemented the reductions to the bound tariff rate 

in industrial goods from 50% to 35% between 1995 and 2000.  Since 1995, it has implemented the corresponding annual reductions to bound tariff rates in agriculture, process that will finish in 2004.

Mexico has implemented its commitments under Annex 1A of 

WTO.

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	Mexico implemented its commitments under the GATS in 1995.
	Mexico accepted the GATS Fourth Protocol on Basic Telecommunications on November 1997.

The GATS Fifth Protocol on Financial Services was accepted by Mexico on January 1999.

Mexico has fully implemented its commitments under Fourth and Fifth Protocol.

In 1999, Mexico paticipated in the development of the disciplines on domestic regulation for the accountancy sector, which were adopted by the Council of Trade on Services.

Mexico has implemented its commitments under the GATS.

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	TRIPS Agreement obligations were implemented fully by 2000.
	Mexico has implemented TRIPS Agreement through the appropriate legal and administrative amendments and additions related to industrial property rights, copyrights, plant varieties, layout designs, as well as criminial provisions on this matter.

By the year of 2000 Mexico had fully implemented the TRIPS Agreement. 

Mexico's WTO examination on TPR legislation took place in June 2000.

 For further information see chapter 7 on intelectual property.



	WTO Plurilateral Agreements


	Not applicable.  Mexico is not a party to these agreements.
	Not applicable.  Mexico is not a party to these agreements.

	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	None
	None

	Other WTO Obligations


	None
	None

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	None
	None

	Rules of Origin


	Mexico has actively participated in the harmonization program of non-preferential rules of origin being conducted under the WTO/WCO. Mexico has also elaborated and presented proposals regarding the general and specific non-preferential rules of origin with the aim of facilitating and complementing the harmonization work under the WTO/WCO.


	Mexico will continue its participation in the Committee on the harmonization of non-preferential rules of origin in the WTO/WCO with the aim of concluding these negotiations during this year.

Mexico has analyzed the Amendments to the Nomenclature of the Harmonized System 2002 and has detected the changes on its preferential and non-preferential rules of origin.

Mexico is working with its trading partners to agree changes to its preferential rules of origin in accordance with the Amendments to the Nomenclature of the HS 2002.

As of August 4, 2003, the following revisions of preferential and non-preferential rules of origin were published in the Diario Oficial de la Federación (Official Gazette) in order to reflect the HS 2002 amendments:

I) Preferential rules of origin

· NAFTA (December 21, 2001) 
(NAFTA Marking Rules were published on July 9, 2002.)

· Decision N° 2/2000 of the EC/Mexico Joint Council of 23 March 2000 (December 24, 2002)

· Mexico-EFTA Free Trade Agreement (December 23, 2002)

II) Non-preferential rules

The non-preferential rules of origin were published on September 6, 2002.



