ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


Chapter 3 (a:1): Business Services: Legal

Section
Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
Current Entry Requirements
Further Improvements Planned

Operational Requirements


There were some changes in the requirement of “reciprocity” such as: if the foreign services supplier acquires the immigrant or immigrated quality, no matter the country where he/she comes from, even if there is not reciprocity or agreement with that country, the Certificate/License will be granted, previous revalidation of studies.


Regulatory requirements for national services providers:

-In Mexico, to give the services as a public accountant is necessary to fulfill a social service (non mandatory) and to get the Bachelors Degree and a Professional Certificate. It is no necessary to belong to the Board.

Regulatory requirements for foreign services providers:

- If the foreign services supplier acquires the immigrant or immigrated quality, no matter the country where he/she comes from, even if there is not reciprocity or agreement with that country, the Certificate/License will be granted, previous revalidation of studies.

 (Regulatory Law, 5 Article, regarding the practices of Professions in Mexico City)


No further improvements planned.

Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


Foreign service suppliers are not longer obligated to carry out the “social service” in Mexico:

a) The Ministry of Public Education, through the Direction General of Professions shall verify in the respective embassy if the supplier carried out his/her social service activity in the economy where he/she comes from. When the supplier carried out this activity, the Mexican authority will request him/her to present all the supporting documents necessary to prove the social service. 

b) If the embassy reports that the social service is not required in the economy where he/she comes from, the foreign services supplier will be exempted of the obligation to carry out the social service in Mexico.


· National services providers

· -Prescriptions about conditions on aptitude or licenses:

· It is normally required to have five years of studies and professional exams applied. The Professional Certificate is issued after providers get a Bachelors Degree, which is need to be registered in the Direction General of Professions of the Ministry of Public Education.

· Foreign services providers:

· -To renew professional studies in the Direction General of Accreditation, Incorporation and Revalidation of the Ministry of Public Education, the Bachelors’ Degree document have to be presented and registered in the Direction General of Professions, so that the Professional Certificate will be issued.

· (General Education Law and Regulatory Law, 5 Article Constitutional regarding the practices of Professions in Mexico City)

-To give Professional Services are not required documents on nationality and residence, although the interested person should have a legal residence.

(Population General Law)
No further improvements planned.

Foreign Entry


No improvements have been made since last IAP.
The foreign participation to establish a lawyer firm is 49% and to get a higher share is necessary a favorable resolution by the National Commission of Foreign Investments. (Foreign Investment Law) 


No further improvements planned.

Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


No improvements have been made since last IAP.
The requirements to national providers to get a license are different from those required to foreign providers, whose must prove the authenticity of their studies.

Only Mexicans by birth can get patent for being public notary or public broker (Notary Law for Mexico City and Broker Public Federal Law).


No further improvements planned.

