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	Chapter 13 : Mobility of Business People

	Objective

APEC Economies will:

a. enhance the mobility of business people who are engaged in the conduct of trade and investment activities in the Asia-Pacific region; and

b. enhance the use of information and communications technology (ICT) to facilitate the movement of people across borders, taking into account the Leader’s Statement on Counter Terrorism.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy work toward achieving the above objectives:

a. abiding by directions and statements from APEC Leaders and Ministers;

b. recognising APEC Principles on Trade Facilitation; and

c. consistent with the Informal Experts Group on Business Mobility’s (IEGBM) capacity building standards and annually agreed goals.


	Collective Actions
APEC economies will:

Exchange Information 
Exchange information on regulatory regimes in regard to the mobility of business people in the region, including through regularly updating the information in the online APEC Business Travel Handbook
Short-Term Business Entry

Streamline short-term entry requirements fro business people.  APEC economies will strive on a best endeavours basis and according to their immigration procedures to implement one or more of the following options:

i) visa free or visa-waiver arrangements;
ii) participating in APEC Business Travel Card scheme;

iii) multiple short-term entry and stay visas which are valid for at least 3 years. 

Business Temporary Residency

Implement streamlined temporary residence processing arrangements fro the intra-company transfer of senior managers and executives, and specialists as defined by individual economies.

Capacity Building (Technical Cooperation and Training)

Develop and implement the mutually agreed standards and benchmarks essential to capacity building and engage in the capacity building initiatives necessary to provide streamlined visa application and immigration entry, stay and departure processing arrangements.

Dialogue with Business

Continue to maintain a dialogue with the APEC Business Mobility Group and the APEC business community (including APEC fora) on mobility issues important to the APEC region and the APEC business community. 
The current CAP relating to mobility of business people can be found in the Mobility of Business People Collective Action Plan.



	Mexico’s  Approach to Mobility of Business People in 2004
Foreign business people may enter into Mexican territory under the non-immigrant category.

All business people from most economies are required to apply for immigration document for temporary entry.



	Mexico’s Approach to Business Mobility in 2004

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Business Mobility Related Policies and Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	No major changes since last IAP 
Implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Business Mobility

The National Migration Institute of Mexico (NMI) complies with most of the requirements set in the APEC Leader’s Transparency Standards.
	Regulatory Visa Regimes consists of two programs (a) Visa Waiver Program & (b) Visa Required Program. Countries under the Visa Waiver Program are decided on a reciprocity basis. For short term business entry, the APEC economies of Australia, Canada, Chile, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand, Singapore, Malaysia and the USA require no visa. Mexico has not implemented specific mechanisms to exchange information regarding visa regime. Nevertheless the information on the ABTH is yearly updated.

For more information visit: www.inm.gob.mx
The NMI trough its web site (www.inm.gob.mx) publishes and allows access to Laws, Regulations, Policies, Rulings, Procedures and Practices; Forms instructions and reference Materials. 

The NMI Code of Conduct for Mexican immigration services is operating. 

The web site also provides information on immigration measures and proposed measures. The NMI is currently monitoring and updating its services through an Internal Control Bureau.


	No further improvements planned 
No further improvements planned

	Short Term Business Entry  


	No major changes
	The “Migratory Form for Foreign Tourist, Transmigrates, Business Visitor or Council Visitor” permits short entry to Mexico for up to 30 days.
	No further improvements planned

	Business Temporary Residency 


	No major changes
	Mexico complies with a 30 day processing time for an entry visa or permit application for employment.

Those who wish to extend their stay may obtain the authorization through an application form and presenting the migratory form used for the first entry. The extension might allow a stay for up to 365 days renewable up to four times. The modality of “Business person” does not cover salaried work in Mexico. This requires specific authorization from the NMI. Several modalities apply for business i.e foreign workers in a company cannot exceed 10% of total employees, but does not apply to managers.


	No further improvements planned

	Technical Cooperation and Training


	The NMI is able to receive foreign economy’s visitor to learn from our implementation of the Code of Conduct of immigration services.
	The NMI of Mexico has developed standards for travel document examination through implementing updated training courses. Also, a document stating the core values of our professional service regime (code of conduct) has been implemented to enhance respect of the immigration service while facilitating the movement of business travelers according to the professional service’s standards.
	No further improvements planned

	Dialogue with Business


	No major changes
	The APEC Business Travel Handbook is yearly updated.


	In the framework of the APEC Informal Experts Group on Business Mobility (BMG) the NMI will analyzed in cooperation with the Ministry of Economy further plans to promote activities with business.  




	Improvements in Mexico’s Approach to Business Mobility since 1996*

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)*
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	Regulatory Visa Regimes consists of two programs:

(a) Visa Waiver Program & (b) Visa Required Program, the former decided on a reciprocity basis.

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Business Mobility 

No web site or information channel was set up.


	Countries under the Visa Waiver Program are decided on a reciprocity basis. For short term business entry, almost 50 countries are in the visa waiver program from which 9 APEC economies: Australia, Canada, Chile, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand, Singapore, Malaysia and the USA require no visa. 
The NMI trough its web site publishes and allows access to Laws, Regulations, Policies, Rulings, Procedures and Practices; Forms instructions and reference Materials. The code of conduct is operating. The web site provides information on immigration measures and proposed measures. The NMI is currently monitoring and updating its services through an Internal Control Bureau.

Since 2003, the NMI started its modernization and pilot a Comprehensive Migratory System (SIOM) to be the tool for monitoring and managing the migration process in Mexico.



	Short Term Business Entry


	Almost all foreign aliens were required to enter with a FMN visa, with a granted initial stay in Mexico of 30 days.
	The migratory form “FMN” was substituted by the “Migratory Form for Foreign Tourist, Transmigrated, Business Visitor or Council Visitor”.  With this migratory form business people from almost 50 countries may enter Mexico for short periods (30 days).The improvement implied in this new migratory form is that it may be obtained in travel agencies and airlines, as well as in the ports of entry to Mexico, with a valid passport and the accreditation of the activities that are intended to be developed in Mexico.

	Business Temporary Entry 


	Citizens from all APEC economies except New Zealand must apply for a visa to take up temporary business residence in Mexico
	Citizens from all APEC economies must apply for a visa to take up temporary business residence in Mexico.

	Technical Cooperation and Training 


	No technical cooperation is taking place. Training programs are given in specific areas.
	The NMI of Mexico has developed standards for travel document examination through implementing updated training courses.

	Dialogue with Business


	Policies do not involve a business dialogue per se, but upon request.
	The NMI has determined that it will permanently carry out biannual meetings with the business community.


*  1996 is to be used as the Base Year for IAP reporting across all sub-fora.  While the Informal Experts’ Group on Business Mobility did not commence until May 1997, it is considered that the information to be reported as ‘base information’ would not vary significantly for most Member Economies from 1996 to 1997.

