ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (f) : Environment Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	There are no changes since last IAP



	In Mexico, the legal framework for water issues is contained in the following laws and rules: 

· The Mexican Constitution, articles 27, 28 and 115.

· Law of National Waters and its regulations.

· Law of Federal Rights.

· Law of Improvements in the Hydraulic Infrastructure.

· Several laws issued at state level. 

· General Law of Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection. This law regulates the atmosphere issues in the following areas: chemical, petroleum and petrochemistry, paper, electricity generation, cement, glass, metallurgic, hazardous materials, among others. 

www.semarnat.gob.mx/marco_juridico/index.shtml
www.semarnat.gob.mx/tramites (only spanish)

The National Commission of Water (CNA) has carried out a very important effort in order to grant legal security for the users of national waters. The CNA has developed a process which includes a register of users. 


	No further improvements planned

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	There are no changes since last IAP
	In the Federal Environmental Protection Offices, the environmental audit program has widened its goals to include other sectors besides industry, such as tourism, forestry, SME, etc. Also, the accreditation of professional consultants by the Mexican Entity of Accreditation has started with more than 250 applicants.

With the purpose of incorporating a greater number of companies to the National Program of Environmental Audit (PNAA), 2.839 visits of promotion and 291 industrial meetings were made.  

The Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources, along with the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit and the Ministry of Energy have promoted the implementation of fiscal incentives with environmental purposes. These incentives included accelerated depreciation and zero tariffs, which are aimed at supporting the installation of anti-pollution equipment that translates into benefits for the environment.

In Mexico, the exploitation and use of national waters are granted through concessions in which companies or people can participate.

To grant a concession it is important to take into account the regulations set up in the Public Register of Water Rights. Applications for the water rights are for a period no less than 5 years and no more than 50 years, with the possibility to extend the period under the same terms.

A concession has the following uses: public-urban, agriculture, electricity generation, industrial activities, tourism, services, and for the environmental conservation.
	No further improvements planned

	Foreign Entry


	There are no changes since last IAP
	The Foreign Investment Law, Chapter 1, Article 10 stipulates the main rules for the exploitation or use of waters.
	No further improvements planned

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN
	There are no changes since last IAP
	There is no discriminatory treatment.
	No further improvements planned


