IAP REPORTING TEMPLATE ON FTAS AND RTAS

	
Malaysia’s Approach to Bilateral and Regional Trade Agreements in 2008
Malaysia’s trade policy is to pursue trade liberalisation through the rule-based multilateral trading system under the World Trade Organisation (WTO). To complement the multilateral liberalisation approach, Malaysia has also chosen to pursue regional and bilateral trading arrangements which are not confined to liberalisation and market opening measures alone.  They are comprehensive and include investment, trade facilitation, intellectual property rights (IPR) as well as economic cooperation.

 

	Part 1: Description of current agreements 

http://www.miti.gov.my/ 



	Agreement #1



	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	-


	Date of notification to the WTO
	-


	General provisions
	-


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	-


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	-


	Product coverage
	-


	Rules of origin
	-


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	-


	Services coverage
	-


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	-


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	-


	Other
	-


	Changes in [current year]
	-


	Expected changes in [current year+1]
	-



	Part 2: Agreement under negotiation 

http://www.miti.gov.my/ 



	Agreement #1

Malaysia-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in industrial and agricultural goods, trade in services, investment, rules of origin, customs procedures, standards and conformance, intellectual property, competition policy, enhancement of business environment, safeguard measures and dispute settlement. 

 

Cooperation areas include: agriculture, forestry, fisheries and commodities; education and human resource development; tourism; information and communication technology; environment; science and technology; and small and medium enterprises 



	Status of negotiations
	The Agreement was signed on 13 December 2005 and came into force on 13 July 2006.  



	Agreement #2

Malaysia-Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership Agreement



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in industrial and agricultural goods, trade in services, investment, rules of origin, customs procedures,  standards and conformance, safeguard measures and dispute settlement.

 

Proposed cooperation areas include: construction, education, information and communication technology (ICT), small and medium enterprises, science and technology and technology and tourism.



	Status of negotiations
	The Agreement was signed on 8 November 2007 and came into effect 1 January 2008.

 

	Agreement #3

ASEAN-China Free Trade Agreement



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA negotiation covers: trade in goods; trade in services and investment; trade facilitation measures; and economic co-operation in areas of common interest.


	Status of negotiations
	Early Harvest Programme came into effect 1 January 2004 by ASEAN-6 (Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand) and China. Duties for EHP products were fully eliminated effective 1 January 2006.

The Trade in goods Agreement was signed on 29 November 2004 and came into effect 1 July 2005 to reduce tariffs in 4 tranches (2005, 2007, 2009 and 2010).

The Trade in services Agreement and commitments under the First Package was signed 14 January 2007 and came into effect 1 July 2007. Negotiations are on-going for the Second Package of Trade in services liberalization.

Negotiations on Investment Agreement are on-going.



	Agreement #4

ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Agreement



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA negotiation covers: trade in goods; trade in services and investment; and economic co-operation in areas of common interest.


	Status of negotiations
	The Agreement on Trade in goods was signed on 26 August 2006 and came into effect 1 June 2007.

The Agreement on Trade in services was signed on 21 November 2007 and Parties to the agreement are currently working on ratification procedures.

Under Economic Cooperation, several projects have been identified to invoke the comprehensive economic cooperation provisions covered under the Agreement.

Negotiation on Investment Agreement is on-going and expected to be concluded in 2008.



	Agreement #5

Trade Preferential System-Organisation of Islamic Conference (TPS-OIC)



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The preferential arrangement only covers Trade in goods and participation is based on ratification. So far 20 OIC Member countries have ratified, including Malaysia.


	Status of negotiations
	Malaysia signed the Framework Agreement on TPS-OIC on 30 June 2004 and ratified it on 23 August 2004. 

Malaysia signed the TPS-OIC RoO on 17 November 2007 at the 23 rd Session of the COMCEC and is currently undertaking internal procedures for the ratification of the TPS-OIC RoO.

The TPS-OIC is targeted to be fully established and operational by 1 January 2009.



	Agreement #6

Developing 8 (D8) Preferential Trading Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The preferential arrangement only covers Trade in goods and includes 8 Islamic developing countries including Malaysia. 


	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: 18 December 2006. Negotiations concluded and awaiting RoO negotiations to be finalized before agreement can be implemented. 



	Agreement #7

ASEAN-Japan Free Trade Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA negotiation covers: Trade in goods and separate chapters on services, investment, rules of origin (ROO), sanitary and phyto-Sanitary (SPS), technical barriers to trade (TBT), dispute settlement mechanism (DSM) and economic cooperation.



	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations on AJCEP Agreement, which commenced in April 2005, were concluded in December 2007. 

Malaysia signed the agreement on 14 April 2008. The entry into force of AJCEP will take effect when Japan and one ASEAN Member have notified the completion of their ratification process.


	Agreement #8

Malaysia- Australia Free Trade Agreement



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	Issues covered: trade in goods, rules of origin, investments, services, technical barriers to trade (TBT), sanitary and phyto-sanitary (SPS) measures, ECOTECH programmes, customs cooperation/procedures, e-commerce, dispute settlement mechanism, legal and institutional issues and trade remedies.


	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: 7 April 2005. To date, the Trade Negotiating Committee had met 3 times and the various working groups under it have had 2 inter-sessional meetings to progress negotiations. 



	Agreement #9

Malaysia- New Zealand Free Trade Agreement



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in goods, rules of origin, investments, services, technical barriers to trade (TBT), sanitary and phyto-sanitary (SPS) measures, economic cooperations, customs cooperation/procedures, intellectual property (IP), legal and institutional issues, dispute settlement mechanism and  trade remedies.

 

Cooperation areas include: occupational safety and health, transportation, cooperation in rubber sector, livestock breeding and dairy farming, healthcare, competition policy, standard and conformance and SME development.



	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: 30 March 2005. Six rounds of negotiations have been held to date. 



	Agreement #10

Malaysia- India Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: Trade in goods, which includes market access, rules of origin, sanitary and phytosanitary measures (SPS), customs administration, technical barriers to trade (TBT); investment, services, legal and institutional issues, trade remedy and cooperation.



	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: 4 February 2008.



	Agreement #11

Malaysia- United States of America Free Trade Agreement



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: market access, rules of origin, investment, services, technical barrier to trade (TBT), sanitary and phyto-sanitary (SPS) measures, capacity building, customs, intellectual property rights (IPR), telecommunications and e-commerce, agriculture, financial services, dispute settlement and  trade remedies.

 

Proposed capacity building areas: SME Development entrepreneurial development, SPS measures, IPR related issues, services and pharmaceuticals. 



	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: 8 March 2006. Since then, 7 meetings have been held and negotiations are on-going.



	Agreement #12

Malaysia- Chile Free Trade Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in goods which include tariffs, rules of origin, customs administration,  technical barriers to trade (TBT), sanitary and phyto-sanitary (SPS) measures; investment, services; cooperation programmes, general and final provision, trade remedies.

 

	Status of negotiations
	To date two meetings have been held. The first Meeting of the Malaysia – Chile Trade Negotiation Committee was held in Malaysia on 4-5 June 2007.
Negotiations ongoing.



	Agreement #13

ASEAN-Australia and New Zealand Free Trade Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: Goods; Services; Investment; Economic Corporation; and Legal and Institutional Issues.



	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: 30 November 2004 and expected to conclude mid-2008.



	Agreement #14

ASEAN-India Free Trade Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: Trade in goods, including and EHP, Trade in services, Investment and Economic Cooperation.

	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: 8 October 2003. 

The Negotiations on Trade in goods Agreement is currently on-going. The other areas like Trade in services and Investment Agreements will only commence after substantial progress has been achieved in Trade in goods.


	Agreement #15

ASEAN-EU Free Trade Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component proposed by EU covers: Trade in goods; trade in services; government procurement; competition policy; intellectual, industrial and commercial property rights; sustainable development, including labour and environmental issues; cooperation on trade-related issues; and dispute settlement mechanism.



	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: 4 May 2007 and negotiations are ongoing.




	Part 3: Future Plans 

-



