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	Chapter 2 : Non-Tariff Measures

	Objective

APEC Economies will achieve free and open trade in the Asia-Pacific Region by :

(a) 
Progressively reducing non-tariff measures

(b) 
Ensuring the transparency of APEC economies’ respective non-tariff measures



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) take into account, in the process of progressive reduction of non-tariff measures, intra-APEC trade trends, economic interests and sectors or products related to industries in which this process may have positive impact on trade and on economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region;

(b) ensure that the progressive reduction of non-tariff measures is not undermined by the application of unjustifiable measures; and

(c) consider extending, on a voluntary basis, to all APEC economies the benefits of reductions and eliminations of non-tariff measures.



	Collective Actions
APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to non-tariff measures can be found in the Tariffs and Non-Tariff Measures Collective Action Plan.



	Japan’s on-Tariff Measures in 2000

 The import/export prohibitions and restrictions that Japan implements are in accordance with relevant provisions of the WTO agreements or in order to fulfil obligations under other international agreements, such as the Montreal Protocol. 
　The Government of Japan has brought a new electronic system (JETRAS-Japan Electronic Open Network Trade Control System) to full operation in April 2000 to expedite import/export processing of goods into/from Japan. This system allows filing for import-export permits and approvals under provisions of the Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Law.



Case Study of an NTM Reduction or Elimination Initiative

Japan had applied a special treatment on rice imports under the WTO Agreement on Agriculture since 1995. But it has been replaced by a tariff scheme since April 1999, in accordance with Annex 5 of the Agreement on Agriculture.
	Japan’s  Approach to Non-Tariff Measures in 2000

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Non-Tariff Measures Applied
	Further Improvements Planned

	Quantitative Import Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	 As a result of the Uruguay Round negotiations, Japan abolished quantitative restrictions on all agricultural products and converted them into customs duties.


	 The import/export prohibitions and restrictions that Japan implements are in accordance with the special exemption provisions and other relevant provisions of the WTO agreements and/or necessary to fulfill obligations under other international agreements, such as the Montreal Protocol.
	 Japan has brought a new electronic system (JETRAS-Japan Electronic Open Network Trade Control System) to full operation in April　2000, which allows filing for import-export permits and approvals under provisions of the Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Law. Japan continues its effort to improve the system, thereby effectively expediting import/export processing.



	Quantitative Export Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	 No further action taken
	 Japan's export restrictions are limited to those stipulated under international agreements or those necessary to protect the safety and security.Such restrictions include:
1) Export licensing measures taken for reasons of international security
2) Export prohibitions, quantative restrictions and licensing measures based on international agreements (e.g. the Montreal Protocol, the Basel Convention and the CITES)


	No further action planned

	Import Levies


	No further action required
	None
	No further action required

	Export Levies


	No further action required
	None
	No further action required

	Discretionary Import Licensing


	No further action required
	None
	No further action required

	Automatic Import Licensing


	No further action required
	None
	No further action required

	Discretionary Export Licensing


	
	
	

	Voluntary Export Restraints


	Japan abolished the monitoring of automobile exports to the European Communities by the end of 1999.

	All abolished, except the measure indicated in the Annex to the Agreement on Safeguards (i.e. monitoring of automobile exports to the European Communities).
	No further action planned

	Export Subsidies


	No further action required
	None
	No further action required

	Minimum Import Prices


	No further action required
	None


	No further action required

	Other Non-Tariff

Measures Maintained


	No further action required
	None
	No further action required


	Improvements in Japan’s  Approach to Non-Tariff Measures since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	General Policy

Position


	 The import/export prohibitions and restrictions that Japan implements were in accordance with the special exemption provisions and other relevant provisions of the WTO agreements or in order to fulfil obligations under other international agreements, such as the Montreal Protocol.

	The Government of Japan has brought a new electronic system (JETRAS-Japan Electronic Open Network Trade Control System) to full operation in April 2000 to expedite import/export processing of goods into/from Japan. This system allows filing for import-export permits and approvals under provisions of the Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Law.



	Quantitative Import Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	As a result of the Uruguay Round negotiations, Japan abolished quantitative restrictions on all agricultural products and converted them into customs duties.
	Special treatment on rice imports has been replaced by a tariff scheme since April 1999.

	Quantitative Export Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	Japan's export restrictions were limited to those stipulated under international agreements or those necessary to protect public health and safety and for national security and other reasons.Such restrictions include;
(1) Export licensing measures taken for reasons of international security
(2) Export prohibitions, quantitative restrictions and licensing measures based on international agreements(e.g. the Montreal Protocol, the Basel Convention and the CITES)


	No further action taken

	Import Levies


	None


	No further action required

	Export Levies


	None
	No further action required

	Discretionary Import Licensing


	None
	No further action required

	Automatic Import Licensing


	None
	No further action required

	Discretionary Export Licensing


	
	

	Voluntary Export Restraints


	All abolished

	No further action required

	Export Subsidies


	None
	No further action required

	Minimum Import Prices


	None
	No further action required

	Other Non-Tariff

Measures Maintained


	
	


