ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (d) : Distribution Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	Wholesale Trade Service – Importation of Rice :

The flexibility of optional quota scheme was further enhanced in 2000.  Fixed quota which stockholders were to import was reduced further to 60% of the quota allocated to them.

The amount of reserve stock which stockholders were to keep has also been reduced in 2000 so that the operational cost to stockholders could be reduced.

	Wholesale Trade Service – Importation of Rice :

Under the Rice Control Scheme, only firms registered as rice stockholders can import rice for local consumption, and they are obliged to import rice in accordance with the quota allocated to them and keep an amount of reserve stock.  This is to ensure a stable and adequate supply of rice for local consumption. Registered stockholders are restricted to sell rice by wholesale to registered wholesalers only.

To encourage greater competition among registered rice stockholders in the distribution of rice, we introduced an optional quota scheme in 1997 where stockholders can have flexibility in determining the quantity of rice to import for local consumption.  The flexibility for stockholders has been increased over the years in phases. Stockholders have been allowed to import up to a total of 10% of rice above the half-yearly overall rice import quota.  Moreover, the fixed quota which stockholders are required to import was reduced from 100% of the quota allocated to them before the operation of the scheme, to 70% in 1999.

The contact point for further information is :

Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5570; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : mailto:ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Vegetable and Marine Fish :

The Agricultural Products (Marketing) Regulations (available at http://www.justice.gov.hk/blis.nsf/CurAllEngDoc?OpenView&Start=278&Count=25&Expand=278 - 278) provides for the control of movement of vegetables as follows :

-
no person shall remove any vegetables from the New Territories Area or from one place in the Kowloon Area to any other place in such Area, except in accordance with a permit issued by or on behalf of the Director of Marketing; and

-
no person shall, except under and in accordance with a permit in writing issued by or on behalf of the Director, sell vegetables wholesale in the Kowloon Area or the New Territories Area, except at a wholesale vegetable market.

More information can be found at http://www.vmo.org/.

The contact point for further information is :

Agricultural Development Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7039; Fax : (852) 2311 3731

E-mail : mailto:afcdenq@afcd.gcn.gov.hk
The Marine Fish (Marketing) Ordinance (available at http://www.justice.gov.hk/blis.nsf/CurEngOrd?OpenView&Start=291) provides for the distribution of fresh marine fish as follows :

-
save with a permit from the Director of Marketing, all marine fish (except live fish) shall be landed and wholesaled at wholesale fish markets conducted by the Fish Marketing Organization; and

-
save with a permit from the Director of Marketing, no marine fish (except live fish) shall be transported on land or in the waters of Hong Kong in quantities in excess of 60kg.

More information can be found at http://www.fmo.org.hk/.

The contact point for further information is :

Fisheries Marketing Section

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7104; Fax : (852) 2314 2866

E-mail : mailto:afcdenq@afcd.gcn.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Arms :

The dealing of arms is regulated by the Firearms and Ammunition Ordinance (available at http://www.justice.gov.hk/blis.nsf/CurEngOrd?OpenView&Start=238).  Under the Ordinance, a licence is required for a person to become a dealer of arms and ammunition.

Under the current policy, arms may be supplied to an agency of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and individual holders of valid licence or permit for legitimate purposes, including law enforcement, sports activities, adornment (applicable to deactivated arms only) and film shooting (for modified arms only).

The contact point for further information is :

Licensing Office

Hong Kong Police Force

Tel : (852) 2527 7457; Fax : (852) 2527 1166

E-mail : mailto:arms-licensing@police.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Poison :

A person in Hong Kong has to obtain a licence to distribute poisons to those persons who can possess and use such poisons (e.g. educational and industrial establishments).

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/pharmser/e-index.htm
The contact point for further information is :

Inspection and Licensing Section

Department of Health

Tel : (852) 2961 8764; Fax : (852) 2147 0457

E-mail : mailto:pharmadr@asiaonline.net

	Wholesale Trade Service – Importation of Rice :

Short Term (2001)

To remove the restriction that registered stockholders can only sell rice by wholesale to registered wholesalers as from 1 January 2001.  Registered stockholders can then sell rice to retailers and consumers direct.

Short/Medium Term (2001 - 2005)

Continue to enhance the optional quota scheme to give rice stockholders greater flexibility in determining their import quantity.

Continue to review the level of reserve stock and further reduce the level in 2001.

To achieve full liberalization of the rice trade and remove import quota by 2003.


	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	Wholesale Trade Service – Importation of Rice :

Removed the requirements of local residency and past experience in the rice trade for registration as rice stockholders, as well as the restriction of cross ownership of rice stockholders and wholesalers.  Also relaxed the capital and financial requirements of registering as rice stockholders

	Wholesale Trade Service – Importation of Rice :

Import licences are required for the import of rice.  Import licences of rice for local consumption are only issued to registered stockholders.  Application for registration as rice stockholder is invited from time and time.  To be registered as a rice stockholder, capital and financial requirements has to be met.

The contact point for further information is :

Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5570; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : mailto:ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Vegetable and Marine Fish :

There are no licensing and qualification requirements of service providers in the distribution of vegetable and marine fish.

More information can be found at http://www.fmo.org.hk/(vegetable) and http://www.vmo.org/(marine fish).

The contact points for further information are :

Agricultural Development Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7039; Fax : (852) 2311 3731

E-mail : mailto:afcdenq@afcd.gcn.gov.hk
Fisheries Marketing Section

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7104; Fax : (852) 2314 2866

E-mail : mailto:afcdenq@afcd.gcn.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Arms :

A licence is required for a person to become a dealer of arms and ammunition.  The dealers must be fit and proper persons.  They must also show proof of agreement with manufacturers of arms and ammunition and indicate broadly their targeted category of customers (e.g. law enforcement agency).

The contact point for further information is :

Licensing Office

Hong Kong Police Force

Tel : (852) 2527 7457; Fax : (852) 2527 1166

E-mail : mailto:arms-licensing@police.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Poison :

Any distributor of poisons must first obtain a licence.  A licence is issued if the licence applicant has the necessary storage and distribution facilities for the poisons concerned.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/pharmser/e-index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Inspection and Licensing Section

Department of Health

Tel : (852) 2961 8764; Fax : (852) 2147 0457

E-mail : mailto:pharmadr@asiaonline.net

	Wholesale Trade Service – Importation of Rice :

Short Term (2001)

To register more stockholders fulfilling the registration criteria as from January 2001 to enhance competition in the distribution service of rice.

Short/Medium Term (2001 - 2005)

Continue to review and relax the remaining capital and financial entry requirements of registering as rice stockholders to import rice until full liberalisation by 2003 when all interested parties will be invited to register as rice stockholders.  Any locally registered firms may then enter the rice market and serve as stockholder, wholesaler or retailer or a combination thereof.  We intend only to exercise the minimum control to ensure a stable supply of rice for local consumption.

	Foreign Entry


	Wholesale Trade Service – Importation of Rice :

Removed the local residency requirement for registration as rice stockholders.

	Wholesale Trade Service – Importation of Rice :

Subsequent to the removal of the local residency requirement for registration as rice stockholders in July 2000, there are no regulatory requirements for foreign entry into this service sector.

The contact point for further information is :

Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5570; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : mailto:ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Vegetable and Marine Fish :

There are no regulatory requirements for foreign entry into this service sector.

More information can be found at http://www.fmo.org.hk/(vegetable) and http://www.vmo.org/(marine fish).

The contact points for further information are :

Agricultural Development Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7039; Fax : (852) 2311 3731

E-mail : mailto:afcdenq@afcd.gcn.gov.hk
Fisheries Marketing Section

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7104; Fax : (852) 2314 2866

E-mail : mailto:afcdenq@afcd.gcn.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Arms :

There are no regulatory requirements for foreign entry into this service sector.

The contact point for further information is :

Licensing Office

Hong Kong Police Force

Tel : (852) 2527 7457; Fax : (852) 2527 1166

E-mail : mailto:arms-licensing@police.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Poison :

There are no regulatory requirements for foreign entry into this service sector.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/pharmser/e-index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Inspection and Licensing Section

Department of Health

Tel : (852) 2961 8764; Fax : (852) 2147 0457

E-mail : mailto:pharmadr@asiaonline.net

	No further action required.

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	Not applicable.

	Wholesale Trade Service – Importation of Rice :

There are no additional regulatory requirements for operation which discriminate between domestic and foreign service suppliers.

The contact point for further information is :

Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5570; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : mailto:ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Vegetable and Marine Fish :

There are no additional regulatory requirements for operation which discriminate between domestic and foreign service suppliers.

More information can be found at http://www.fmo.org.hk/(vegetable) and http://www.vmo.org/(marine fish).

The contact points for further information are :

Agricultural Development Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7039; Fax : (852) 2311 3731

E-mail : mailto:afcdenq@afcd.gcn.gov.hk
Fisheries Marketing Section

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7104; Fax : (852) 2314 2866

E-mail : mailto:afcdenq@afcd.gcn.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Arms :

There are no additional regulatory requirements for operation which discriminate between domestic and foreign service suppliers.

The contact point for further information is :

Licensing Office

Hong Kong Police Force

Tel : (852) 2527 7457; Fax : (852) 2527 1166

E-mail : mailto:arms-licensing@police.gov.hk
Distribution Services – Poison :

There are no additional regulatory requirements for operation which discriminate between domestic and foreign service suppliers.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/pharmser/e-index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Inspection and Licensing Section

Department of Health

Tel : (852) 2961 8764; Fax : (852) 2147 0457

E-mail : mailto:pharmadr@asiaonline.net

	No further action required.



