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	Chapter 2 : Non-Tariff Measures


	Objective

APEC economies will achieve free and open trade in the Asia-Pacific region by:

a.
progressively reducing NTMs to the maximum extent possible to minimize possible distortion to trade;
b.
in respect to WTO members:

· Elimination of any measures inconsistent with WTO agreements

· Full compliance with WTO agreements

in accordance to WTO commitments; and

c.
ensuring the transparency of APEC economies’ respective non-tariff measures.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a. take into account, in the process of progressive reduction of non-tariff measures, intra-APEC trade trends, economic interests, sectors or products related to industries in which this process may have positive impact on trade and on economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region and developments in the new economy;

b. ensure that the progressive reduction of non-tariff measures is not undermined by the application of unjustifiable measures;

c. consider extending, on a voluntary basis, to all APEC economies the benefits of reductions and eliminations of non-tariff measures derived from sub-regional arrangements; 

d. ensure that measures to promote the new economy and strengthening the functioning of markets are consistent with the objectives above; and

e. implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.

     

	Collective Actions
APEC economies will:

a. pursue incorporation of information on non-tariff measures into a future version of the APEC  tariff database and compile a list of measures recognized as non-tariff impediments and a list of products affected by these impediments;

b. identify industries in which the progressive reduction of non-tariff measures may have positive impact on trade and on economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region or for which there is regional industry support for early liberalization;

c. progressively reduce export subsidies with a view to abolishing them; 

d. abolish unjustifiable export prohibitions and restrictions and endeavor to refrain from taking any such new measures;

e. pursue a series of seminars/policy discussions on non-tariff measures (NTMs); and

f. undertake research  to develop best practices to enhance transparency and progressively reduce NTMs

The current CAP relating to non-tariff measures can be found in the Tariffs and Non-Tariff Measures Collective Action Plan.


	Brunei Darussalam’s Approach to Non-Tariff Measures in 2005 

Brunei Darussalam maintains those non-tariff measures required to protect health, safety, security, the environment, and religion, or to discharge Brunei Darussalam’s obligations under international agreements.

Brunei Darussalam does not have any import quotas (quantitative or tariff), exchange rate restrictions, voluntary export/import restrain arrangements and local content requirements.



Case Study of an NTM Reduction or Elimination Initiative

	Brunei Darussalam’s  Approach to Non-Tariff Measures in 2005

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Non-Tariff Measures Applied
	Further Improvements Planned

	Quantitative Import Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	
	Prohibited Imports

1. Opium & Chandu, Java Sparrows, All prohibitions prohibited by any order made under the Sedition Enactment (Cap.24) or the Undesirable Publications Enactment [Cap.25], 

2. Pigs bred in or exported from Thailand, 

3. Fabrics of tissues consisting of any fibre whatsoever and of any other article whatsoeverwhich fibre or tissue or other articles bear the imprint of any currency note, bank note or coins which are or have not at any time been issued or current, and any other country,

4.  Fire crackers, 

5. Vaccines of Taiwan origin, and 

6. Arms and Ammunitions.

7. Spirit & Liquors

8. cough mixture containing codine

9. Pens, pencils and other articles resembling syringes

 

Restricted Imports

1. Eggs for hatching purposes and fresh eggs unless such eggs are clearly stamped with non-erasable ink or such like substances with “Imported” on the shell of each egg, 

2.  any living plant or planting material [except from Sarawak and Sabah],  

3. Live Cattle and Birds,  

4. Pin tables, fruit machines, Slot Machines and any other tables or machines of a likenature whetherinvolvingelement of chance or not,  

5. Poisons and Deterious Drugs, 

6.  Rice paddy and the Products thereof, Separated, skimmed or filled milk, 

7. Persian glue,  Poh Ka, 

8. Poh Kah or Poh Kau; Liow ko, Ch’ow ko,

9.   Sugar,  Salt, 

10.  Converted timber, 

11.  Used (Including reconditioned) motorcar, motorcycles, lorries, omnibuses, including mini buses, tractors and trailedrs,  

12. Any radio-active materials, aand Alcoholic beverages.

13. Turtle egg

14. Broadcasting Equipment

15. Cigarettes unless with health warning written on the packages approved by Ministry of Health

 16. Any meat, poultry including carcasses of birds or any part thereof  unless it has been slaughter in an abattoir approved in writing by the Minister of religious Affairs of Brunei Darussalam. 

Contact: Mr Mohd Hafiy Abdullah Fung

Customs Matters Section

Tel:  673 – 2 – 382333 Ext 220

Fax: 673 – 2 - 382666

E-mail: info@customs.gov.bn

	Brunei Darussalam will continue to identify all NTMs in force and examine  these measures to see whether  they could relaxed or relaxed or removed where appropriate

	Quantitative Export Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	
	
	

	Import Levies


	
	
	

	Export Levies


	
	
	

	Discretionary Import Licensing


	
	
	

	Automatic Import Licensing


	
	License issued by Telecommunication Dept.

1.Radio Communications apparatus and dealers – such as TVRO, ASTRO (free to air), Radar apparatus – remote Control such as Motor Car, Racing Car and Boat

2. Wireless Telephone – Walkie Talkie, Pagers, mobile Radio Transmitter, Amateur and Hand Transceiver.

3. Radio Transmitter and Transmitter Receiver

4. Aeronautical Communications Apparatus for us in Aircraft and Aviation

5. Maritime Radio Communication Apparatus for us in Coastal and Shipping Communication

6. Telecommunications Fixed Line Set Dealers-such as domestic telephone sets.

 License/Permits Issued by Royal Brunei Police

1. Arms, Explosives, Fireworks/Fire Crackers

 License/Permits Issued by Forestry Department

1.Timber Class 1A, 1B, 1C, Nibong, Rotans, converted Timber

 License/Permits Issued by Land Transport Departrnent

1. Used or reconditioned Vehicles which include Motorcars, Motorcycles, Minibuses, etc 

 License/Permits Issued by Brunei Museums

1. Antiques and Articles of Historical made or discovered in Brunei Darussalam and wild life  

 License/Permits Issued by Medical Department

1. Dangerous Drugs

2. Any kind of Chemical substances

3. Agricultural Chemical; 

4. Poisons

5. Anti-seras and Vaccines

 

Contact: Mr Mohd Hafiy Abdullah Fung

Customs Matters Section

Tel:  673 – 2 – 382333 Ext 220

Fax: 673 – 2 - 382666

E-mail: info@customs.gov.bn
	Brunei Darussalam will continue to identify all NTMs in force and examine  these measures to see whether  they could be relaxed or removed where appropriate

	Discretionary Export Licensing


	
	
	

	Voluntary Export Restraints


	
	
	

	Export Subsidies


	
	
	

	Minimum Import Prices


	
	
	

	Implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Market Access(

	
	Restriction of goods or products as presented in this chapter are published in the Brunei Customs Order and are currently available for the Royal Brunei Customs and Excise Department. Access to these information area available to public

Notifications of these NTM have also been notified in the WTO.


	

	Other Non-Tariff

Measures Maintained


	
	License/Permits Issued by the State’s Store Departments

1. Rice, Sugar, Salt and Skimmed Milk

 

License/Permits Issued by Agricultural Department

1.Living Plants. Live Cattle, Seeds for Germinating, birds and any other animals

2. Commercial Shipment f Fruits and Vegetables

3.Any Living Insects, invertebrae animals in any stage of their life Cycle

4.Meat, meat products and edible offal 9 including poultry meat and its products)

 

License/Permits Issued by Fisheries Department.

1.Fish and any other marine products except those listed under CITES

2. Prawns, Crab, Cuttlefish and any kind of Crustaceans and Mollusces

3. Piranha and Arawana

4. Fishing Equipments

 License /Permits Issued by Brunei  Industrial Development Authority (BINA)

1. Natural Mineral Water

 Contact: Mr Mohd Hafiy Abdullah Fung

Customs Matters Section

Tel:  673 – 2 – 382333 Ext 220

Fax: 673 – 2 - 382666

E-mail: info@customs.gov.bn

	Brunei Darussalam will continue to identify all NTMs in force and examine  these measures to see whether  they could be relaxed or removed where appropriate 


	Improvements in Brunei Darussalam’s Approach to Non-Tariff Measures since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	General Policy

Position


	Brunei Darussalam only maintains those non-tariff measures required to protect health, safety, security  the environment and religion , or to discharge Brunei Darussalam’s obligations under International agreements

 Brunei Darussalam does not have any import quotas (quantitative or tariff) exchange rate restrictions, voluntary export/import restrain and local content requirements
	

	Quantitative Import Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	Prohibited Imports

1. Radioactive Materials

2. Arms and Ammunition (including fireworks)

3. Alcoholic beverages

 

Controlled Imports

1. Publications and printed materials

2. Recorded Media (Cassette, videos, CD, LD, etc.)


	

	Quantitative Export Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	
	

	Import Levies


	
	

	Export Levies


	
	

	Discretionary Import Licensing


	
	

	Automatic Import Licensing


	
	

	Discretionary Export Licensing


	
	

	Voluntary Export Restraints


	
	

	Export Subsidies


	
	

	Minimum Import Prices


	
	

	Implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on 

Market Access (

	
	

	Other Non-Tariff

Measures Maintained


	License/Permits Issued by the State’s Store Departments

1. Rice, Sugar, Salt and Skimmed Milk

 License/Permits Issued by Agricultural Department

1.Living Plants. Live Cattle, Seeds for Germinating, birds and any other animals

2. Commercial Shipment f Fruits and Vegetables

3.Any Living Insects, invertebrae animals in any stage of their life Cycle

4.Meat, meat products and edible offal 9 including poultry meat and its products)

 

License/Permits Issued by Fisheries Department.

1.Fish and any other marine products except those listed under CITES

2. Prawns, Crab, Cuttlefish and any kind of Crustaceans and Molluscs

3. Piranha and Arawana

4. Fishing Equipments

 

License /Permits Issued by Brunei Industrial Development Authority (BINA)

1. Natural Mineral Water.


	


Appendix – APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Market Access
Introduction

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these standards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2005.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed that “APEC sub-fora that have not developed specific transparency provisions should do so,” and further instructed that such new transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the Market Access Group developed the following set of transparency standards on market access for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos, and provide specific guidance for implementation within a market access context.  

Transparency Standards on Tariff and Non-Tariff Measures:

1.  (a) In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media (for example via the Internet), information on its laws, regulations, and progressively, procedures and administrative rulings relating to tariff and non-tariff measures. 

(b)  Such information could include publication of the following measures: (i) tariff schedules, with current applied tariff rates, on the Internet; (ii) details of preferential tariff programs; (iii) tariff rates applicable under Free Trade Agreements and Regional Trade Agreements; and (iv) NTMs maintained by member economies.

2.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement, when possible each Economy will endeavour to publish in advance any tariff or non-tariff measure that it proposes to adopt, and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures.

3.  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavour to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed measures referred to in paragraph 1 above.  

4.  Each Economy will endeavour to ensure that non-tariff measures are administered in a transparent manner, so as to mitigate their effect on the trade and development of other Economies.  

5.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will, where possible, provide information on non-tariff measures when requested by other WTO Members in the context of the WTO negotiations on market access and will participate actively in these negotiations as they move forward.

6.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will comply with notification procedures under the WTO Agreement on Import Licensing Procedures.

7.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will submit its updated tariff data (both bound, and, where possible, current applied) and trade data to the WTO Integrated Data Base on a timely basis.  Economies in the process of acceding to the WTO will, where possible, submit current applied tariff and trade data to the WTO Integrated Data Base.  Each economy will also submit current applied tariff data to the APEC tariff database in a timely manner.

8.  Each Economy will provide to the APEC Secretariat for inclusion on the website of the Market Access Group (MAG) links to individual government websites, including, where possible, links to specific officials responsible for developing, administering, implementing and/or enforcing policies related to tariff and non-tariff measures.  Each Economy further agrees to provide current information on import regulations for the MAG’s Import Regulation website.  Each Economy will also provide as much information as possible on rules and procedures, and details of enquiry points, in its e-Individual Action Plan.
�  These non-tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export subsidies.


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Market Access, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Market Access, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.








  





