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	Chapter 7 : Intellectual Property Rights

	Objective

APEC Economies will ensure adequate and effective protection, including legislation, administration and enforcement, of intellectual property rights in the Asia-Pacific region based on the principles of MFN, national treatment and transparency as set out in the TRIPS Agreement and other related agreements.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will: 

(a) ensure that intellectual property rights are granted expeditiously;

(b)
ensure that adequate and effective civil and administrative procedures and remedies are available against infringement of intellectual property rights; and

(c)
provide and expand bilateral technical cooperation in relation to areas such as patent search and examination, computerisation and human resources development for the implementation of the TRIPS Agreement and acceleration thereof.



	Collective Actions

APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to intellectual property rights can be found in the Intellectual Property Rights Collective Action Plan.



	Australia’s Approach to Intellectual Property Rights in 2000

             Australia maintains a strong and effective system of intellectual property protection.  The suitability of the IP regime is continually monitored and modified to address market and technological developments.  This system will continue to remain consistent with international standards of intellectual property protection.

             Australia will continue to actively support international cooperation in the intellectual property field, with a strong focus on economies in the Asia-Pacific region.  The focus of this cooperation is changing from assisting regional economies to meet their legislative requirements under the WTO TRIPs Agreement to placing more emphasis on technical cooperation to help build expertise in IP administration and enforcement, including specialised training in fields such as biotechnology IP, and raising public awareness of IP issues.

             Australia is conscious of the need to provide accessible, cost effective intellectual property rights.  Over the past several years, Australia has significantly reduced fees for patents, trade marks and designs.  The Government plans to amend the legislation to enable IP Australia to offer right holders streamlined methods of fee payment, as well as electronic document lodgment.  This is expected to streamline and facilitate the process of obtaining intellectual property rights.  Cognisant of the importance of effective enforcement to the accessibility of IP rights, Australia is supportive of the development of stronger APEC cooperation on enforcement of IP rights.

             The Government has recently introduced legislation to provide for a second tier patent system to protect incremental inventions and to make other minor        amendments to improve the efficiency of the legislation.  The new system will replace the petty patent system, which has been in operation since 1979, and is not well used. This should help stimulate innovation by Australian businesses as it will enable inventors to better capture benefits from their lower level inventions



	Chapter 7 : Australia’s  General Approach to Intellectual Property Rights in 2000

	Section
	 Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Situation Regarding Laws and Administrative Procedures
	Further Action  Planned

	TRIPS implementation 


	No further action has been required.

	The Australian Government is committed to providing a strong and effective intellectual property regime consistent with accepted international standards.  Australia has fully implemented all of its WTO TRIPs obligations, and will continue its activities in fulfilling its ongoing obligations under the Agreement, including technical cooperation (Article 67), international cooperation (Article 69) and technical transfer to least-developed country members (Article 66.2).

Contact: Tony Taubman, Director, WTO Intellectual Property Section, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade; Canberra ACT 0200 Australia; Telephone 61 2 6261 2039; Fax 61 2 6261 3514; Email: mailto:antony.taubman@dfat.gov.au

	No further action required.


	Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights


	The Trade Marks Office commenced receiving electronic filing of trade marks applications from early 1999.

Very high recent growth rates in trade marks applications are unprecedented.  To address this situation, IP Australia recently recruited sixty new trade marks examination trainees.

As a receiving Office under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), IP Australia now accepts PCT applications prepared using the PCT Easy software.

	Average time interval between lodgment and acceptance of applications for industrial property rights is now:


patents:

33 months


trade marks
20 months


designs:
10 months


PBRs:
             30 months


Wine GI:
8 months (unless significant objections are


 raised)

Contact:Susan Farquhar, Director, External Relations, IP Australia; PO Box 200 Woden ACT 2606 Australia; Telephone 61 6283 2443; Fax 61 6285 1048; Email: sfarquhar@ipaustralia.gov.au
Plant Breeder’s Rights (PBRs) Contact: Doug Waterhouse, Registrar, PBR; PO Box 858 Canberra ACT 2601 Australia; Telephone 61 2 6272 3888; Fax 61 2 6272 3650; 

Email doug.waterhouse@affa.gov.au
Ernie Sullivan

Registrar of Protected Names

Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation

PO Box 2733

Kent Town Business Centre

Kent Town SA 5071

Tel: 61 8 8364 2828

Fax: 61 8 8364 5151

	Domestic consultations have commenced on whether Australia should accede to the Madrid Protocol.  Australia's trade marks legislation will be amended to allow for operations under the Protocol.

Under the Commonwealth's Portfolio Legislation Review Program a review of Australia's intellectual property legislation commenced in June 1999.  An interim report was released on 6 April 2000.  The review will determine if the IP system is meeting the needs of Australian business and consumers, while maximising the benefits of domestic and global competition.  The final report is due by October 2000.  Further information is viewable at http://www.ipcr.gov.au/
Reform of Australia’s system for protection of  industrial design by means of a comprehensive review, undertaken in consultation with interest groups.

Amendments to the patents legislation to allow the electronic filing of applications are being investigated.

Amendment of industrial property legislation to offer customers streamlined methods of fee payment is being progressed.


	Effective Enforcement of IP Rights


	The IP Laws Amendment (Border Interception) Act (1999) extended the scope of legislative protection for Sydney Olympic Games organisers against imported goods that seek to ‘ambush’ the Games marketing so that the revenue relied on from these activities may be preserved.

http://scaletext.law.gov.au/
The Copyright Amendment (Computer Programs) Act 1999 came into operation in September 1999. The Act amends the Copyright Act 1968 to extend the exceptions to the reproduction right in computer programs.

http://scaletext.law.gov.au/html/comact/10/6017/top.htm
Certain amendments to the Copyright Act 1968 passed in 1998 commenced operation at the end of January 2000.  The amendments deal with labelling and packaging and prevent copyright control over material on the packaging or labelling or included with the goods being used to stop the parallel importation and sale of the goods. 

http://scaletext.law.gov.au/html/comact/10/5881/top.htm
	Enforcement of patent, trade mark, design rights and PBRs is primarily the responsibility of holders of the rights.  The respective acts provide for civil actions through which the courts may make orders for injunctive relief and award of damages.  The Trade Marks Act (s.146) defines intentional use of false trade marks as a criminal offence.  The Patents Act (s.178) defines falsely claiming a patent right as a criminal offence.  The Australian Federal Police investigate criminal matters with prosecutions conducted by the Director of Public Prosecutions.  However, civil actions are the predominant method of enforcement of intellectual property rights in Australia.

Binding enforcement of copyright is undertaken through civil or criminal action in the courts.  Civil action remedies are damages, injunction (permanent and interlocutory) and account of profits.  Under some circumstances conversion damages, additional damages (reflecting the flagrancy of the breach) and delivery up of infringing goods is possible - see e.g. s.115 and 116 of the Copyright Act (http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/download.cgo/download/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ca1968133.rt).  Under the Copyright Act criminal actions are possible in relation to most infringements if the context is a commercial one and the infringer had the requisite knowledge of the infringing character of the goods or of the action undertaken.  Such actions extend to importation and commercial distribution - see s.132 of the Copyright Act.  The penalties for infringement include fines and imprisonment.  The maximum penalty for an individual is $60,500 and/or 5 years imprisonment, and for corporations – a fine of 5 times the maximum  for individuals. Private prosecutions are possible but not used.

The copyright provisions for border interception by Australian Customs require copyright owners to give a written notice to Customs with security deposit. Customs officers are thereby authorised to seize the copies believed to infringe copyright and hold them for a specified period to enable the giver of the notice to bring infringement proceedings in court.  Importers of copies that are non-infringing may counterclaim for damages arising from the infringement proceedings.

Disputes concerning the conditions under statutory licences in the Copyright Act, including in particular, the rate of remuneration and certain other licences are arbitrated by the Copyright Tribunal.  This is an administrative body that is presided over by a serving member of the Judiciary.

Geographical indications for wines are protected and enforced under the Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation Act 1980.

Contacts:

Susan Farquhar, Director, External Relations, IP Australia; PO Box 200 Woden ACT 2606 Australia; Telephone; 61 6283 2443; Fax: 61 6285 1048; Email: sfarquhar@ipaustralia.gov.au
Dr Kay Daniels, General Manager, Intellectual Property Branch, Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts; GPO Box 2154 Canberra ACT 2601 Australia; Telephone: 61 2 6271 1575; Fax: 61 2 6271 1633; Email: kay.daniels@dcita.gov.au
Stephen Fox, Principal Legal Officer, International &Government, Intellectual Property Branch, Attorney-General’s Department; Robert Garran Offices, National Circuit, Barton ACT 2600 Australia; Telephone: 61 2 6250 6613; Fax: 61 2 6250 5929; Email: stephen.fox@ag.gov.au

	The government is considering a report by the Advisory Council on Industrial Property on the enforcement of IP rights.

The Copyright Amendment (Digital Agenda) Act 2000 was passed by the Australian Parliament in August 2000 and is expected to commence operation in March 2001.  The legislative amendments are designed to provide greater copyright protection to works and other protected subject matter on-line, in the context of rapid technological developments.  The amendments are consistent with the WIPO internet treaties.

http://www.aph.gov.au/legis.htm
The Copyright Amendment (Moral Rights) Bill 1999 was introduced to the House of Representatives in December 1999.  The legislative amendments are designed to incorporate protection for moral rights into the Copyright Act 1968, by providing an express scheme of protection for authors and artists including the ability to bring civil actions.

http://www.aph.gov.au/legis.htm
An Interdepartmental Committee is considering strategies for enhancing the protection of Indigenous intellectual and cultural property.

The Government announced in June 2000 that it intends to amend the Copyright Act 1968 to allow for parallel importation of legitimately produced books, periodicals, printed music and software products. 

The Government will consider a number of reports that have or are about to be, presented to it, on:

(i)intellectual property and competition (see: http://www.ipcr.gov.au/);

(ii)    the jurisdiction and procedures of the Copyright Tribunal (http://www.clrc.gov.au/); and

(iii)    the enforcement of copyright in Australia ( see http://www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/laca/copyrightenforcement/inqinf.htm)




The Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation publishes a bi-monthly newsletter called the Wine Contact, which among other things contains information on status of Geographic Indicators that have been registered.  For copies of the newsletter please contact:

	The Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation

PO Box 2733

Kent Town Business Centre

Kent Town SA 5071

Tel: 61 8 8364 2828

Fax: 61 8 8364 5151

	Preparing programs for universities, business advisers, knowledge based industries and patent attorneys to assist them use the IP system.

Undertake further strategic market research in IP issues.

Undertake further relationship marketing with commercial arms of universities, bio-tech and medical industries.

Develop a workbook and seminars to help business to commercialise IP.

Develop a School Education Program to raise awareness of IP and innovation issues amongst youth.

The Government is considering its response to a Parliamentary Committee report titled Don’t Stop the Music! which recommended that Australian copyright collecting societies develop a voluntary code of conduct.



	APEC Cooperation on IP Issues


	In March 2000, WIPO and Australia concluded a Statement on Cooperation for Intellectual Property Technical Assistance in Asia and the Pacific Region.  A joint WIPO-Australia working group has been established to focus on the identification of the IP needs of Asia and the Pacific region and on appropriate responses to those needs, including by way of technical assistance.

Australia provided technical assistance or hosted visits by IP officials from Brunei, China, Hong Kong, China, Indonesia, Korea, Japan Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam.  For details, see Attachment A.

Symposia

In March 2000, Australia hosted the WIPO-IP Australia Regional Symposium on Strategic Management of Intellectual Property in the 21st Century, Sydney. 

Australian officials also gave presentations to a wide range of symposia in the region.  For details see Attachment B.

	The joint WIPO-Australia working group established in March 2000 will coordinate many of Australia’s ongoing cooperative activities

Australia will continue to participate actively as a Lead Economy for a number of agenda items in the APEC IP Rights Experts Group (IPEG)

Ongoing cooperative activities including bilateral technical cooperation (such as those described in the examples in the column to the left) will continue.

Australian Government officials are participating in the Indonesia-Australia Specialised Training Program Phase II to conduct training in intellectual property for Indonesian officials.

A handbook has been prepared of material arising from a Symposium held with judges of the Thai Intellectual Property and International Trade Court held in June 1999.  A pre-publication version has been distributed to representatives of APEC Member economies in electronic form.  Published copies in hardcopy form have been distributed to Symposium participants and other interested parties.

Contacts:

Tony Taubman, Director, WTO Intellectual Property Section, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade; Canberra ACT 0200 Australia; Telephone 61 2 6261 2039; Fax 61 2 6261 3514; Email: antony.taubman@dfat.gov.au
Susan Farquhar, Director, External Relations, IP Australia; PO Box 200 Woden ACT 2606 Australia; Telephone 61 6283 2443; Fax 61 6285 1048; email: sfarquhar@ipaustralia.gov.au
Stephen Fox, Principal Legal Officer, International &Government, Intellectual Property Branch, Attorney-General’s Department; Robert Garran Offices, National Circuit, Barton ACT 2600 Australia; Telephone: 61 2 6250 6613; Fax: 61 2 6250 5929; Email: stephen.fox@ag.gov.au

	Australia will continue to place a strong emphasis on the importance of APEC cooperation to provide technical training for improving IP administration and enforcement, and public awareness of IP rights.  These areas will have an increased focus, as the demand for providing APEC economies with assistance in meeting the legislative requirements of the TRIPS Agreement decreases.

 Australia is a Lead Economy for a number of current activities of the APEC IP Rights Experts Group (IPEG) including: 

.     the improvement of IP  

      enforcement cooperation in 

      APEC;

.     a Public Education project 

      aimed at helping member 

      economies to promote 

      understanding and use of IP 

      as a commercial tool in 

      industry and economic 

      development; 

.     the re-development of the 

      APEC IPEG website; and

.     training in the development 

      and exploitation of 

      biotechnology, including 

      patenting of biotech 

      inventions.

The handbook arising from the Symposium held with Judges of the Thai Intellectual Property and International Trade Court will be published in electronic form.

Officials will continue to participate in WIPO and joint Australia/WIPO symposia and seminars.


	Improvements in Australia’s Approach to Intellectual Property Rights since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	General Policy

Position


	As a net importer of technology the Australian Government has determined that the accepted international standards that have received general acceptance are appropriate for Australia. Australia is active in international negotiations to determine new norms for intellectual property protection including enhancement of existing standards where this is considered to be needed.

Australia fully implemented all of its WTO TRIPs obligations by 1 January 1996, and will continue its activities in fulfilling its ongoing obligations under the Agreement, including technical cooperation (Article 67), international cooperation (Article 69) and least-developed country members (Article 66.2).

Australia believes that technical assistance is important to the development of intellectual property protection in the region and has provided assistance to a number of APEC member economies.  This assistance has covered a wide range of areas including human resource development, raising of awareness of the importance of intellectual property, TRIPs implementation, enforcement and protection of intellectual property, and the processes and skills needed for the effective protection and exploitation of intellectual property.
	In 1998, IP Australia undertook a review of the regulatory regime for patent attorneys, and introduced a new regime, which included the deregulation of professional practice in trade marks and designs.  Introduced a new and separate registration for trade marks attorneys.  Began developing a revised disciplinary regime and a new code of conduct for patent and trade marks attorneys

In 1998, IP Australia introduced a Customer Service Charter, which includes standards of service delivery

In 1998, IP Australia introduced a nationwide telephone number to provide customer access from anywhere in Australia for the cost of a local call.

Australia acceded to the 1991 revision of the International Convention for the Protection of New Plant Varieties (UPOV) in December 1999.


	Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights


	The expeditious granting of IP rights is administered through a variety of pieces of legislation.  IP Australia (which incorporates the Patent, Trade Marks and Designs Offices established between 1904 and 1906) administers much of Australia’s intellectual property legislation. The Acts administered by IP Australia are: the Patents Act 1990, the Trade Marks Act 1995, and the Designs Act 1906.

These Acts, with their subordinate regulations, supply the legislative basis for the patent, trade mark and design systems of Australia.  All were TRIPs-complaint by 1996.  They include provisions for:

•
the administration of each distinct Office, including the  

             powers of the Commissioner of Patents and Registrars 

             of Trade Marks and Designs;

•
the registers of patents, trade marks and designs;

•
the making and processing of applications for grant of a 

             standard or petty patent or registration of a trade mark 

             or design;

•
charging of fees;

•
publication of journals;

•
infringement proceedings to protect or enforce rights in 

            patents, registered trade marks or registered designs;

•
registration and rights of practice of patent attorneys;

•
review of decisions of the Commissioner and Registrars  

             by the Administrative Appeals Tribunal; and

•
jurisdiction of courts in appeals against decisions of the 

            Commissioner and Registrars.

Other acts administered by IP Australia in 1996 include:

.     The Olympic Insignia Protection Act 1987 which provides 

      the Australian Olympic Federation Incorporated with a 

      monopoly in the Olympic insignia and provides that the 

      insignia are not to be used in trade or commerce unless a 

      licence for such use has been granted by the Federation. 

      The Act also provides for the registration of up to ten 

      Olympic designs.

.     The Sydney 2000 Games (Indicia and Images) Protection 

      Act 1996 which provides protection for the Sydney 2000 

      Olympic Games against ambush marketing.

.      The Plant Breeder’s Rights (PBR) Act is administered by 

      The Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry – 

      Australia (AFFA). PBR grants proprietary rights to breeders 

      of certain new varieties of plants and fungi.  PBR is TRIPS-

      compliant and includes provisions similar to those, but 

      restricted to plant varieties, indicated for the Patents Office 

      (above).

.     The Copyright Act 1968 is administered by the Attorney-

      General's Department with policy responsibility on most 

      copyright matters shared between the Attorney-General and 

      the Minister for Communications, Information Technology 

      and the Arts.  There is no provision for registration of 

      copyright in Australia.  However, there are compulsory 

      deposit requirements in relation to the provision of 

      publications to the National Library and certain other 

      libraries.

.     The Circuit Layouts Act 1989 is administered by the 

      Attorney-General's Department.  The Act does not require 

      the registration of layout-designs of integrated circuits for 

      protection to be provided.

.     The Geographical Indications Committee of the Australian 

      Wine and Brandy Corporation administers application for the   

      determination of geographical indications for wine under the 

      provisions of the Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation 

      Act 1980 and Regulations under this Act.  No amendments 

      have been made to this Act since 1996.

	Australia has:

.     Extended the provisions of Articles 3 and 4 of Paris 

      Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property 1883 to 

      all WTO members (as a consequence, all WTO members 

      can now be accorded recognition for the “priority date” 

      claimed for patent, trade mark and design applications). 

      (1998 IAP)

.     Amended the Patents Act 1990 to provide for extensions of 

      term of up to 5 years for 20-year standard pharmaceutical 

      patents and to allow springboarding (preparation for 

      generic copying of drugs) for eligible patents. (1998 IAP)

.     Amended the Australian Therapeutic Goods Act 1989 to 

      protect confidential data submitted to the Therapeutic 

      goods Administration for the registration of pharmaceutical   

      products containing new chemical entities.  The legislation 

      provides protection for a period of 5 years from the date of 

      registration. (1998 IAP) 

.     Amended the Plant Breeder’s Rights Act 1994 to improve 

      access to the scheme by breeders and to improve the 

      operational efficiency of the PBR office.

.     enacted legislation to protect confidential data submitted to 

      the National Registration Authority for Agricultural and   

      Veterinary Chemicals to register new agricultural or 

      veterinary chemical products; (1999 IAP) and

.     hosted a workshop in Melbourne in December 1998 on the 

      practicalities of patenting (including PBR) and licensing 

      biotechnology.  The workshop was aimed at researchers 

      and was designed to strengthen APEC members’ economic 

      opportunities and trade positions with regard to 

      biotechnology. (1999 IAP)

 Australia is aware of the need to provide accessible, cost effective intellectual property rights.  In January 1998 Australia amended its patents, trade marks and designs legislation to reduce and abolish certain administrative fees, leading to a reduction in charges for customers of approximately 10 per cent.  A second reduction in fees took effect from November 1998, leading to a further reduction in charges of around 13 per cent. (1998 IAP)

 In February 1999 the Australian Government announced proposed changes to Australia's industrial designs system.  The existing legislation has been in place since 1906 and has not kept up-to-date with existing philosophies.  The proposed changes will result in a more cost effective system that better protects designers' creations against copying.  The Government will release the bill as an exposure draft before introducing it into Parliament, thereby enabling interested parties to examine the bill and make suggestions to improve it. (1999 IAP)

 The Government has introduced legislation into parliament proposing to amend its patent legislation to provide for a second tier patent system to protect incremental inventions and to make other minor amendments to improve the efficiency of the legislation.  The new system will replace the petty patent system which has been in operation since 1979 and is not well used.   The new innovation patent should appeal to SMEs as it will be quick and easy to obtain and help replace the compliance burden on SMEs.  It will last for up to 8 years and will have a standard of inventiveness below the level needed to qualify for standard patents.  The innovation patent should help stimulate innovation by Australian businesses as it will enable inventors to better capture benefits from their lower level inventions. (1999 IAP)


	Effective Enforcement of IP Rights


	Enforcement of patent, trade mark, design rights and PBRs is primarily the responsibility of holders of the rights.  The respective acts provide for civil actions through which the courts may make orders for injunctive relief and award of damages.  The Trade Marks Act (s.146) defines intentional use of false trade marks as a criminal offence.  The Patents Act (s.178) defines falsely claiming a patent right as a criminal offence.  The Australian Federal Police investigate criminal matters with prosecutions conducted by the Director of Public Prosecutions.  However, civil actions are the predominant method of enforcement of intellectual property rights in Australia.

Binding enforcement of copyright is undertaken through civil or criminal action in the courts.  Civil action remedies are damages, injunction (permanent and interlocutory) and account of profits.  Under some circumstances conversion damages, additional damages (reflecting the flagrancy of the breach) and delivery up of infringing goods is possible - see e.g. s.115 and 116 of the Copyright Act.  Under the Copyright Act criminal actions are possible in relation to most infringements if the context is a commercial one and the infringer had the requisite knowledge of the infringing character of the goods or of the action undertaken.  Such actions extend to importation and commercial distribution - see s.132 of the Copyright Act.  The penalties for infringement include fines and imprisonment.  The maximum penalty for an individual is $60,500 and/or 5 years imprisonment, and for corporations – a fine of 5 times the maximum  for individuals. Private prosecutions are possible but not used.

The copyright provisions for border interception by Australian Customs require copyright owners to give a written notice to Customs with security deposit. Customs officers are thereby authorised to seize the copies believed to infringe copyright and hold them for a specified period to enable the giver of the notice to bring infringement proceedings in court.  Importers of copies that are non-infringing may counterclaim for damages arising from the infringement proceedings.

Disputes concerning the conditions under statutory licences in the Copyright Act, including in particular, the rate of remuneration and certain other licences are arbitrated by the Copyright Tribunal.  This is an administrative body that is presided over by a serving member of the Judiciary.

Wine Geographical Indications (GIs) are enforced under the Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation Act 1980.  The maximum penalty is two years imprisonment.

Contacts:

Susan Farquhar, Director, External Relations, IP Australia; PO Box 200 Woden ACT 2606 Australia; Telephone; 61 6283 2443; Fax: 61 6285 1048; Email: sfarquhar@ipaustralia.gov.au
Dr Kay Daniels, General Manager, Intellectual Property Branch, Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts; GPO Box 2154 Canberra ACT 2601 Australia; Telephone: 61 2 6271 1575; Fax: 61 2 6271 1633; Email: kay.daniels@dcita.gov.au
Stephen Fox, Principal Legal Officer, International &Government, Intellectual Property Branch, Attorney-General’s Department; Robert Garran Offices, National Circuit, Barton ACT 2600 Australia; Telephone: 61 2 6250 6613; Fax: 61 2 6250 5929; Email: stephen.fox@ag.gov.au
Stephen Guy, Manager, Compliance

Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation

PO Box 2733

Kent Town Business Centre

Kent Town SA 5071

Tel: 61 8 8364 2828

Fax: 61 8 8364 5151

	Australia conducted several reviews into the operation of its IP system.  The significant ones being a review on the enforcement of Industrial Property rights (1999), a review of Intellectual Property Legislation (2000) and a review of Trade Marks enforcement (current). 

National Innovation Summit held in 2000 - issues specific to improving the Intellectual Property system were considered at the Summit. 

Marketing and public awareness programs were established through out Australia to assist business, universities and the public to gain a better understanding of the operation of the Intellectual Property system.



	Public Education and Awareness


	In 1996, IP Australian undertook its first client survey, which   

 focussed on future customer service delivery, new products and services, marketing and communication issues.  Key issues arising from this research were quality of searching, and the perception of cost and value of IP rights.  It was clear from the research that a lack of knowledge and understanding of IP in that small business sector was a major concern.  IP Australia has since addressed this as a major component of its ongoing marketing and awareness activities.

As noted above, public education activities in the field of copyright are undertaken principally by the Australian Copyright Council (ACC).  These are primarily seminars and publications.  The ACC receives some Government and private industry funding


	Ongoing program of national IP awareness seminars targeted at small business delivered in state capital cities and regional centres since 1996.

In 1998, commenced producing CD ROMs for business advisers /small business and educational programs.  

Since 1996, an ongoing revision of the IP Australia and PBR Internet sites to improve accessibility, search facilities and client focus.

Continuing strategic market research (as of 1998).

Enhance program of copyright education and awareness through greater research and targeted provision of information.

	APEC Cooperation on IP Issues


	Australia has maintained an extensive and ongoing program of technical cooperation with APEC economies on intellectual property since 1996.

	A Specialised training project was established with Indonesia to provide training in Intellectual Property administration and legislation to both government and private sector officials (1999-2000). 

A World Bank funded project was undertaken to provide an extensive review on the redevelopment of  the Indonesian Intellectual Property system (2000). 

Australian and WIPO established a joint working group to coordinate the provision of intellectual property technical assistance in Asia and the Pacific Region (2000).

Hosted mission from National Copyright Administration of China to examine, in particular, copyright administration in the context of new technologies eg digital works and collecting societies (June 1998).



