
	Paperless Trading Individual Action Plan



	Objective

Taking into account diverse legal and regulatory frameworks in the region, APEC member economies should endeavour to reduce or eliminate the requirement for paper documents needed for customs and other cross-border trade administration and other documents and messages relevant to international sea, air and land transport, where possible, by 2005 for developed and 2010 for developing economies, or as soon as possible thereafter.



	Guidelines

Recognising the enormous potential of paperless trading to expand business opportunities, reduce costs, increase efficiency, improve the quality of life and facilitate the greater participation of small business in global commerce, each APEC economy will:

(a) Establish a timetable for reducing or eliminating paper documents related to international trade.

(b) Provide a favourable environment, including through establishing a sound legal and regulatory framework, for the delivery of paperless trading systems

(c) Ensure that measures to replace paper documents for cross-border trade administration with electronic equivalents are media and technology neutral, secure and interoperable with and between all parties involved in the international supply chain of goods and services, 

(d) Note the important role the business sector plays in providing and using electronic commerce technology, applications, practices and services, and

(e) Co-operate with and enhance the capability of other APEC economies to implement paperless trading systems.

Collective Actions
APEC Economies may take Collective Actions relating to paperless trading in areas to be agreed. 



	China’s Approach to APEC's Paperless Trading Goals in 2001

The Chinese government has realized that paperless trading is a very important field in e-commerce, which has great impact on the sustainable growth and development of e-commerce in China. China has taken a series of measures in establishing a stable and transparent e-commerce supervision system, optimizing and developing existing network, intensifying technical research application of security and privacy protection, and has made some progress in the abve fields:

In “The 10th Five-Year Plan of National Economic and Social Development”, the Chinese government demonstrated its resolution to develop e-commerce and the measures it would adopt. The central and lacal governments enacted a series of related laws and regulations, providing a good legal and regulatory environment for the development of paperless trading, Those laws and regulations cover a wide range, including online client business, the development of telecommunications, the management of Internet information system and the overall framework of e-commerce, which benefits the promotion of paperless trading,

China actively takes part in the dialogue and cooperation with APEC member economies, organize and attend many forum to conduct the further study of paperless trading, promote the implementation of paperless trading.

At present, in China, the electronic submission of some documents has been realized, such as customs declaration form, tax-abation certificate,value-added tax examining form, etc. In 2001, China finished the development  of  export drawback, enterprises annual check, “ATA “ ,shipping bill declaration,processing trade management, online payment, IT companies network supervision, network customs declaration systems, and those systems are put into use gradually.

China also established quota license management system, commodities import and export statistics system, border trade network management system, textile export statistics system, national import and export statistics information system, foerign-invested companies import and export network management system, mechanic and electronic products management system, etc. 

Some basic codes represented by import and export enterprises code, information format, information securtity, telecommunication agreement rules have been put into operation. The foreign trade and economy informatization standards system has been initially formed. 

The “National Commerce Electronic Information Security Authentication System” has passed the national technical identification and put into use. This CA system will effectively solve the information security problem in international trade.

  China has established a sound electronic data interchange system, data related to trade can be interchanged between government agencies.

 China has made great efforts to establish a sound paperless trading development  environment . As other APEC economies, China still need more efforts and cooperation in more fields.

   


	Business and Government Documents - 2001



	Criteria


	Improvements Implemented in the past year


	Current Requirements for Paper Documents
	Timetable for implementing paperless trading
	Capacity Building Needs/Expertise

	Business to Government


	
	
	
	N/A

	Government import and export licenses (permits)


	
	
	
	N/A

	Quarantine documentation


	AOSIO promote the nation-wide application of CIQ2000 comprehensive management system. All the quarantine certificates of export goods have to be issued through CIQ 2000 system.
	All the quarantine certificates of import goods have to be official written certificates, with signature and seal as well.

The quarantine certificates of export goods are also written ones.
	Not fixed yet,
	

	Health Certificates


	AOSIO promote the nation-wide application of CIQ2000 comprehensive management system. All the health certificates of export goods have to be issued through CIQ 2000 system.

	All the health certificates of import goods have to be official written certificates, with signature and seal as well.

The health certificates of export goods are also written ones.

	Not fixed yet.
	

	Certificates of Origin, Standards Certification


	AQSIQ promoted the electronic issuance of   certificates of origin: Form A & CO, the issuance rate reaches 60%.


	Form & Co are both written certificates, and they should be valid with seal and written signal.


	The electronic issuance rate will reach 90% in 5 years.
	N/A

	Customs documentation


	
	 “Electronic Ports” Projects:

In Feb 2001, the Chinese Customs and 12 Ministries of China jointly established the public data center on the Internet, to save the import and export business information flow, capital flow and goods flow electronic data, to realize the data exchange and data share, among government agencies, and facilitates enterprises to simplify import and export procedures on the Internet.

“The Electronic Customs” Project:

The Chinese Customs are using H883 system, and are experimentally using a new electronic platform called H2000 system. The Chinese Customs have realized the automatic Customs procedures and it has realized the data interchange with enterprises and other government agencies, which promotes the trade facilitation,

“Paperless Customs” Project: 

In December 2001, China Customs organized the development of paperless Customs system, through which enterprises can submit the customs data via the Internet to the Customs, and the Customs will release the goods examing notice and electronic tax document s to enterprises, ports or reletive sites through the Internet, thus the paperless customs procedure, 
	Written documents needed:

1. Customs Declaration
2. Consignation

3. Bills of lading

4.Contract

5. invoice

6. Packing list

7.supervision identification (license, etc.)
	“Electronic Port” Project:

To finish the promotion and application of online customs declare and online payment within 2002.

“Electronic Customs” Project:

 To finish the promotion and application of the H2000 system by the end of 2004.

“Paperless Customs” Project:

To finish the promotion and application of paperless customs in important port cities by the end of 2002.

	Payment of taxes and levies on traded goods and services 


	
	
	
	

	Ports and airports documentation


	
	
	
	

	Land transport documentation


	
	
	
	

	Seamless interface to government
	
	
	 
	

	Business to Business documents e.g. Insurance certificates, Letters of Credit, Bills of Lading


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Annex : Paper Documents Mandated by Government



	Documents such as the following:


	Improvements Implemented in the past year


	Currently Required Paper Documents
	Timetable for further Improvements

	Declarations by Importers to Customs and other government agencies
	All the importers can electronically declare their import information through CIQ2000 system.  

The newly published “Customs Law” in July 2000 assign the equal legal effect to customs declare electronic data and written documents, which laid the legal foundation of paperless customs
	For those goods on the “List of Import and Export Commodities Examined and Quarantined by Related Agencies” The Chinese Customs will examine and pass them according to the “Transboard goods Certificates”.

China Customs have adopted the electronic import declare procedures, 90% ports have realized the electronic data interchange on the Internet. 

	The experiment of electronic Customs pass is under way. During this period and after this, the electronic documents and written documents will coexist for a relatively long time. 

China Customs will develop “Electronic Customs” and “Electronic Ports” projects, encourage importers to declare by ways of EDI or through web.



	Declarations by Exporters to Customs and other government agencies
	All the exporters can electronically declare their import information through CIQ2000 system.  

The newly published “Customs Law” in July 2000 assign the equal legal effect to customs declare electronic data and written documents, which laid the legal foundation of paperless customs

	For those goods on the “List of Import and Export Commodities Examined and Quarantined by Related Agencies” The Chinese Customs will examine and pass them according to the “Transboard goods Certificates”.

China Customs have adopted the electronic import declare procedures, 90% ports have realized the electronic data interchange on the Internet. 
Enterprises will get the cancellation reciept from theState Administration of Foreign Exchange.


	The experiment of electronic Customs pass is under way. During this period and after this, the electronic documents and written documents will coexist for a relatively long time.

China Customs will develop “Electronic Customs” and “Electronic Ports” projects, 

encourage importers to declare by ways of EDI or through web

	Customs Clearance for the release of goods


	
	The Electronic and written documents coexist.
	

	Sanitary (Health) and Phytosanitary Certificates


	AOSIO promote the nation-wide application of CIQ2000 comprehensive management system. All the quarantine certificates of export goods have to be issued through CIQ 2000 system.


	All the sanitary (Health) and phytosanitary certificates of import goods have to be official written certificates, with signature and seal as well.

The Sanitary (Health) and Phytosanitary Certificates of export goods are also written ones.

	

	Dangerous Goods Reports


	
	
	

	Any other Government Documents (please specify)
	
	
	

	Invoice


	
	I
	

	Payment Order


	
	The Electronic and written documents coexist.
	

	Remittance Advice


	
	
	

	Debit Advice


	
	
	

	Credit Advice


	
	
	

	Purchase Order


	
	Most belong to B2B, but not B2G
	

	Purchase Order Response
	Nil


	Most belong to B2B, but not B2G
	

	Waybill


	  
	The Electronic and written documents coexist.
	N/A

	Manifest to Regulatory Authorities


	
	
	

	Forwarding Instruction


	
	Most belongs to B2B, but not B2G
	

	Stowage Instruction


	
	Most belongs to B2B, but not B2G
	

	Stowage Plan/Bay Plan


	
	Most belongs to B2B, but not B2G
	

	Arrival Notice Advice


	
	Most belongs to B2B, but not B2G


	

	Delivery Order


	
	Most belongs to B2B, but not B2G
	


	Improvements in Japan’s Approach to Paperless Trading since 1998



	Criteria


	Position at Base Year (1998)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	General Policy

Position


	The newly published “Customs Law” in July 2000 assign the equal legal effect to customs declare electronic data and written documents, which laid the legal foundation of paperless customs
	Import & Export & Transportation:

Customs Declaration Consignator:

100% of the Customs Declaration clients have conducted the declaration at Customs through electronic methods.



	Electronic certification and authentication


	
	“China Electronic Ports” project provides security anthentication and operation authorization to enterprises for their realization of B2G:

1. All the users must use “China Elelctronic Port IC Card” to pass ID authentication and operation authorization

2. Users may use “China Elelctronic Port IC Card” to sign digital signature, and assume related legal responsibilities

3. To prevent the illegal faulsification of data, all the “China Electronic Port IC Card” users’ digital signature must be examined.



	Capacity Building Needs


	N/A
	N/A

	Ability to provide expertise


	
	

	Co-operation in bilateral, regional, multilateral fora


	
	

	Domestic co-ordination mechanisms


	
	

	Consultation and Coordination


	
	

	Cooperation with Business Communities
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