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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11. In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:

(a) promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to

standards and conformance; and,

(b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.


	Fully implemented 

The Philippine Bureau of Product Standards (BPS) has established and updates on a regular basis a website, www.bps.dti.gov.ph, which contains  information on technical regulations, standardization and conformity assessment activities in the Philippines.  

	Improvements to be made on the website with the development of the Standards and Conformance Portal.  Target date of launching of the portal  is October 2007
	

	2. As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.


	Fully implemented

The website contains updated information on contact points (www.bps.dti.gov.ph/cont
act.htm) of regulatory bodies involved in standards and conformance activities in the Philippines. It also includes a registry of product standards licensees, ISO 9000/14000/QS 9000 certified companies, accredited quality system certifying bodies and laboratories and a list of PNS under mandatory implementation.

	
	

	3. In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted. Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.


	Fully implemented

There is an existing working arrangement with regulatory authorities and trade and industry associations.  
	Signing of the MOA strengthening partnership among regulatory, industry, academe and other stakeholders.  Target date of signing of the MOA is June 2007.
	

	4. In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.


	Fully implemented

Information is provided by  the BPS WTO/TBT Enquiry Point or  are referred to concerned organizations
	
	

	5. Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.


	Fully implemented
The BPS has established strategic standardization linkages at the local, regional and international level, to wit: membership in International Organization for Standardization (ISO), International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Codex Alimentarius, and membership in regional bodies like:  the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), and the ASEAN Consultative Committee for Standards and Quality (ACCSQ).


	
	

	6. Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.


	Fully implemented

Awareness seminars on TBT Agreements and Philippine critical trade issues are being conducted in coordination with the Philippine WTO Technical Barriers to Trade Coordinating Committee (TBT Com)

	
	

	7. Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.


	Fully implemented

On-going cooperation with WTO
	
	

	8. Each Economy will continue to provide updated information for the SCSC Contact List which is maintained on the APEC Secretariat’s website and includes a range of contacts for each economy relevant to standards and conformance activities.


	Fully implemented
	
	

	9. Each Economy will, as appropriate, promote the observance of these transparency standards by the regional and local governments, and non-governmental standardizing bodies within its territory.


	Fully implemented
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