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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11. In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:

(a) promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to

standards and conformance; and,

(b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.


	Implemented.
HKC maintains a high level of transparency of its laws, regulations, policies, requirements, technical regulations, procedures and practices relating to standards and conformance.  Information is available free of charge for public access via the internet and in published materials of the respective regulatory bodies.
Latest information pertaining to each regulatory area is disseminated through the websites of the respective regulatory bodies and in published materials (such as gazettes, circular letters, pamphlets, etc).
The Product Standards Information Bureau (PSIB) of the Innovation and Technology Commission, HKSARG maintains a centralised website “Standards, Regulations and Conformity Assessment Database”.  The website contains information on standards, regulations and conformity assessment requirements in implementation by regulatory bodies in HKC and provides links to the relevant legislation and websites of the respective regulatory bodies for further detailed information.  The website is kept up-to-date with the latest information available.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  Will continue to maintain high level of transparency of information relating to standards and conformance and keep the dissemination of information under constant review with a view to improving comprehensiveness of the information, timeliness of the update and convenience of public access.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  Will continue to make use of the latest technology available and affordable to ensure prompt update and convenient public access of the information relating to standards and conformance.

	2. As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.


	Implemented.
The centrally located website for information relating to standards and conformance has been established since 1998.  Over the years, the website has been enhanced and improved with more comprehensive information and streamlined in display and outlook to increase viewers’ convenience in looking for information.  The website is at http://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/psis/srca/standards.htm  or http://www.standard.gov.hk.
	Please refer to 1 above.
	Please refer to 1 above.

	3. In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted. Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.


	Implemented.
HKC publishes in advance standards or conformance requirements that it proposes to adopt (such as in consultation papers for public comments), provides parties interested with reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed measures, and takes into account the comments from different sources before finalising the measures.
Regulatory bodies conduct consultations with stakeholders and parties concerned when new standards or conformance requirements are proposed for adoption.
Since 1997 and up to Feb 2007, HKC has submitted 48 TBT notifications.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  Will continue to follow closely the obligations of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements in submitting TBT and SPS notifications where necessary.
Regulatory bodies will conduct consultations with stakeholders and concerned parties when standards or conformance requirements are proposed and take into account comments from different sources in finalising the measures.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  Will continue to ensure that interested parties have the convenient means to be aware of the standards and conformance requirements proposed and have the opportunity to voice their comments on the proposed measures.

	4. In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.


	Implemented.
Regulatory bodies promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any standards and conformance measures and proposals. Performance pledges (say to reply to an incoming correspondence within 10 days) in making prompt responses have been established and fulfilled.
The PSIB is the enquiry point in accordance with the obligations of the WTO TBT Agreement.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  Will continue to provide interested parties with information and respond promptly to questions pertaining to standards and conformance measures and proposals.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  Will continue to ensure that provision of information and response to questions would be made in the most efficient way.

	5. Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.


	Implemented.
In line with the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, HKC’s policy is to use international standards as far as possible when standards have to be applied for health, safety and environmental reasons and align domestic standards with international standards, where appropriate.
HKC does not have a central standards body developing standards. Five Government bureaux/ departments, namely the Transport Department, Office of the Telecommunications Authority, Highways Department, Environment, Transport and Works Bureau, and Electrical and Mechanical Services Department have accepted the WTO code of good practice for the preparation, adoption and application of standards.
Regulatory bodies in general adopt the non-binding APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations, where applicable.
Consultations with stakeholders and parties concerned are conducted when new standards or conformance requirements are proposed for adoption to ensure that comments from different sources are taken into account and any adverse impacts on trade and development are minimised.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  The mechanism of applying international standards in HKC has been running smoothly and will be continued.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  Regulatory bodies will continue to keep track of the development of international standards for adoption where appropriate.

The PSIB will continue to disseminate information on development of international standards and encourage interested parties to keep themselves abreast of the development of international standards, say through participation as observers in technical committees of the International Organisation for Standardisation, and to make use of the information in due course where appropriate.

	6. Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.


	Implemented.
The PSIB disseminates information on development of the WTO TBT Agreement to regulatory bodies and concerned parties as appropriate and promotes the awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  Will keep up efforts in promoting awareness of and compliance with transparency provisions.
	N/A

	7. Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.


	Implemented.
The PSIB disseminates information on development of the WTO TBT Agreement and development of the APEC SCSC to regulatory bodies and concerned parties as appropriate and promotes awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement and the APEC Guidelines and Principles.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  Will keep up efforts in promoting awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions.
	N/A

	8. Each Economy will continue to provide updated information for the SCSC Contact List which is maintained on the APEC Secretariat’s website and includes a range of contacts for each economy relevant to standards and conformance activities.


	Implemented.
The PSIB coordinates HKC’s participation in the APEC SCSC and provides information on contacts relevant to standards and conformance activities for the SCSC Contact List maintained on the APEC Secretariat’s website as necessary.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  Will keep up efforts in providing the updates.
	N/A

	9. Each Economy will, as appropriate, promote the observance of these transparency standards by the regional and local governments, and non-governmental standardizing bodies within its territory.


	Implemented.
HKC does not have separate regional and local governments and the efforts to promote transparency standards apply to all areas under the jurisdiction of the HKSARG.  The PSIB regularly circulates information on the observance of transparency standards to regulatory bodies and concerned parties as appropriate and promotes the observance of the transparency standards.
Examples of following the transparency standards are as follows :
· The Hong Kong Accreditation Service which provides accreditation for laboratories, certification bodies and inspection bodies has regular liaison meetings with users of the accredited services;
· The Hong Kong Customs organises regular seminars to promote the awareness of the statutory requirements on consumer-protection-related legislation among the trade and issues circulars on the general safety requirements of consumer products where necessary; and
· The Electrical and Mechanical Services Department responsible for electrical product safety issues guidance notes to provide a guide for suppliers to understand the statutory requirements, has regular coordination meetings with the trade representatives, and organises seminars to promote the awareness of the safety requirements.
	HKC has already implemented the provision.  Will keep up efforts in promoting observance of the transparency standards.
	N/A
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