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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11. In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:

(a) promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to

standards and conformance; and,

(b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.


	Fully implemented
Australia is committed to open and transparent markets.  Australia’s laws and regulations are available on the internet at:

(http://scalepus.law.gov.au) and each of Australia’s standards and conformance bodies maintain separate websites, as follows:
http://www.abcb.gov.au/;

http://www.standards.org.au/;

http://www.measurement.gov.au/;

http://www.nata.asn.au/;

http://www.jas-anz.com.au/;

http://www.affa.gov.au/; 

http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/. 

http://www.tga.gov.au/;

http://www.ogtr.gov.au/; and

http://www.nicnas.gov.au/.

The Federal Register of Legislative Instruments is a comprehensive, easily accessible database that contains all Commonwealth legislative instruments, including in relation to mandatory standards and conformance measures.  The register is available at:

www.comlaw.gov.au
	
	

	2. As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.


	Fully implemented
In addition to the websites listed in answer to question one (above) Australia has a website to disseminate standards and conformance information:

http:///www.industry.gov.au

	
	

	3. In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted. Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.


	Fully implemented
Australia continues to comply fully with its obligations under the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements on publication and notification.
· All technical infrastructure bodies and regulatory control agencies have established internet sites, and provide and advise opportunities for comment on proposed measures relating to their areas of responsibility on their websites.

· All proposed regulatory measures  are notified to the WTO in accordance with the provisions of the Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement).


	
	

	4. In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.


	Fully implemented
Australia continues to endeavour to provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measures.

Contact points are provided on relevant websites.  SPS contact point is at: sps.contact@daff.gov.au
TBT contact point is at:

tbt.enquiry@dfat.gov.au

	
	

	5. Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.


	Fully implemented
Australia continues to comply fully with its obligations under the WTO TBT Agreement, and with the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.

· All procedures relating to the development and administration of technical measures comply with obligations.


	
	

	6. Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.


	Fully implemented
Australia continues to promote awareness and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT Agreement.  Each of Australia’s standards and conformance bodies maintains an internet site.


	
	

	7. Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.


	Fully implemented
Australia continues to cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement  to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Regulatory Practice for Technical Regulations.

· The Australian Government participates in the WTO Triennial Review of the TBT Agreement.

	
	

	8. Each Economy will continue to provide updated information for the SCSC Contact List which is maintained on the APEC Secretariat’s website and includes a range of contacts for each economy relevant to standards and conformance activities.


	Fully implemented
The contact for the SCSC is:
Mr Ken Miley

General Manager

Trade and International Branch

Department of Industry, Tourism and Resources

Phone: (612) 6213 6600

Fax: (612) 6213 6632

E-mail: ken.miley@industry.gov.au

	
	

	9. Each Economy will, as appropriate, promote the observance of these transparency standards by the regional and local governments, and non-governmental standardizing bodies within its territory.


	Fully implemented
Australia continues, as appropriate, to promote the observance of transparency standards by regional governments, and non-governmental standardising bodies within its territory.

The approach taken by the Australian Government has been to encourage cooperation with the states and territories via a Memorandum of Understanding on Animal and Plant Quarantine Matters (the MoU).  The objective of this MoU is to enable compliance by Australia with relevant obligations under the WTO Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures Agreement.
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