2008 QUARANTINE REGULATORS SEMINAR: TOWARDS IMPLEMENTING
HARMONIZED ARRANGEMENTS FOR ENSURING EFFECTIVE
QUARANTINE TREATMENTS - (ATC 03/2008)

DATE AND VENUE:
March 2008 - Brisbane, Australia

OVERVIEW:

The 2008 Quarantine Regulators Seminar is a meeting of Government regulators
on the effective implementation and regulation of quarantine management
systems. In particular, the Seminar will focus on the Australian Fumigation
Accreditation Scheme (AFAS) methodology which has been recognized as a tool
for successfully implementing methyl bromide fumigation company management
systems, and how it can be adapted to other quarantine treatments. The Seminar
will also seek opportunities for the development of multilateral arrangements
between all interested economies to replace some of the bilateral arrangements
that currently exist between Australia and other economies under AFAS. This
Seminar has been developed to respond to one of the outcomes of the recent
APEC funded AFAS Symposium, held in Jakarta, Indonesia from 16 - 19 April
2007. The expected outputs of the Seminar are:

1) Expanded knowledge of the AFAS methodology throughout APEC economies.
This expanded knowledge will benefit economies by:

providing an opportunity for improved quarantine treatment administrative
and management arrangements to be implemented and the possibility of
voluntary multilateral arrangements to be developed to improve quarantine
effectiveness.

2) AFAS methodology expanded to additional treatments. The expansion of the
AFAS methodology to incorporate additional treatments will benefit economies

by:
providing education and training in best practice treatment techniques;

significantly enhancing occupational health and safety awareness and
practices;

potentially reducing import and export costs and delays for participating
economies;

expansion of trade through voluntary multilateral arrangements facilitating
the development and recognition of arrangements between APEC and
other economies for quarantine treatment providers;



contributing to environmentally sustainable development through decreased
use of methyl bromide fumigant (an ozone depleting substance - in
accordance with the Montreal Protocol);

providing information on implementing administrative and management
systems that assist quarantine agencies mitigate quarantine risks;

enabling economies to contribute to a number of APEC priorities.
TARGET AUDIENCE:

Government regulators in APEC and other economies.
CONTACT:

David Cox

Manager, Offshore Development Unit

Cargo Management Branch

Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
GPO Box 858, Canberra, ACT 2601

Australia

Tel: 61 2 6272 3934 Fax: 61 2 6272 5888
afas@agqis.gov.au



Quarantine Requlators Seminar
4 — 6 March 2008
Brisbane, Australia

Draft Program

Monday, 3 March

5:00 pm Early registration and Welcome Reception

Day 1 - Tuesday, 4 March

8:00 am Registration

8.30 am Opening address (Stephen Hunter, AQIS)
8.50 am Housekeeping (David Cox, AQIS)

9.00 am AFAS Update (David Cox, AQIS)
o Open discussion (Chair: Thailand)

10:00 am  Morning Tea

10.30am  Multilateral AFAS Agreements
« Presentation on options (David Cox, AQIS)
« Discussion (Chair: Thailand)

12:00 pm  Lunch

1:00 pm Multilateral AFAS Agreements (continued)
« Discussion

3:00 pm Afternoon Tea

3:30 pm Day One Wrap-up and Other Issues

5:00 pm Close
o Delegates free for evening




Day 2 — Wednesday, 5 March

8.30 am — Multilateral AFAS Agreements (continued)
« Distribute draft agreement for discussion and consideration

9.30 am AQIS Fumigation Training Package (Nathan Reid, AQIS)
AQIS Audit Training Package (Nathan Reid and Patricia Fox, AQIS)
« Discussion (Chair: Thailand)
10:30am  Morning Tea
11:00 am  Establishment of a Quarantine Administration Network
« World Customs Organisation (John Marks, Australian Customs)
« Discussion (Chair: David Cox, AQIS)
12.30 pm  Lunch
1.30 pm Other Quarantine Treatments and Initiatives
« New Zealand Container Cleanliness Program (Simon O’Connor,
NZMAF)
« Discussion (Chair: David Cox, AQIS)
3.00 pm Afternoon Tea
3.30 pm Day Two Wrap-up and Other Issues
4.30 pm Depart for Brisbane River Cruise
5.00 pm Brisbane River Cruise
7.30 pm Conference Dinner, Augustine’s on George (George Street, City centre)
9:30 pm Depart for Hotel




Day 3 - Thursday, 6 March

8.30 am Australian Quarantine Operations (Rick Hawe, AQIS)
9:30 am AQIS Brishane Regional Office visit

12.30 pm  Lunch

1.30pm Visit airport/port/fumigation facility

3:00 pm Bus departs for hotel

4:00 pm Seminar Close




