ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:5): Business Services: Other Professional Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	On 1 April 2007, the Ministry of Health further expanded the Schedule of Registrable Basic Medical Qualifications of the Medical Registration Act (Cap 174).  With the addition of twenty medical schools, the Schedule was expanded to 140 medical schools. Some top Asian medical schools were among the schools added to the list.

On 1 Oct 2007, the Schedule was further expanded and the number of registrable basic medical degrees was increased to 159. The 19 medical schools added were mainly from Asian countries and a few from European countries.   

In April 2005, the Singapore Medical Council (SMC) reduced the period of conditional registration for foreign specialists from 6 years to 3 years. In Jan 2007, the Singapore Medical Council further reduced the period of conditional registration for foreign specialists from 3 years to 2 years and for foreign non-specialists from 6 years to 4 years. These are the required periods of supervised practice before the doctors are eligible for full registration. 

From Jan 2007, foreign-trained doctors could apply to join private practice after the first year in a restructured institution, subject to the doctor’s good performance. Previously, all conditionally registered foreign-trained doctors were required to work for 6 years in a restructured institution.  

In Jan 2008, SMC implemented a 2-tier supervisory framework.  In the first year of registration, all newly registered foreign-trained doctors are subject to a more intense level of supervision (Level 1) so as to ensure that these doctors are able to adapt to the local healthcare system and culture. The doctor will upgrade to Level 2 (less intense) supervision from the 2nd year onwards, subject to good performance in Year 1 of registration.  Foreign-trained doctors eligible to enter private practice directly under the “5-year” rule will be placed under Level 2 supervision from the start. Assessments will be obtained from the doctors' supervisors and/or peers for the entire duration of his supervised practice under the 2-tier system. This 2-tier supervisory framework is one of the mechanisms used by the SMC to assess the performance of a foreign-trained doctor for continued registration in Singapore, and eventually for full registration.

On 1 Jan 2008, the Schedule of Registrable Basic Dental Qualifications under the Dental Registration Act was increased from 35 to 89.

Also from 1 Jan 2008, foreign-trained oral health therapists with qualifications recognized by the Singapore Dental Council could apply for registration by the Council.

On 1 September 2008, the Pharmacists Registration (Prescribed Qualifications for Conditional Registration) Regulations 2008 was gazetted. 126 foreign qualifications are recognized, currently.

From Jun 2007, nurses on conditional registration who graduated from the Singapore Nursing Board-accredited post-registration nursing degree programmes and/or local advanced diploma nursing courses could apply for conversion to full registration.

	Medical Services

Doctors practising in Singapore are required to register with the Singapore Medical Council.

Contact point:

Singapore Medical Council

16 College Road #01-01

College of Medicine Building

Singapore 169854

Fax: (65) 6221 0558

Internet website: http://www.smc.gov.sg
Internet email: MOH_SMC@MOH.GOV.SG
Dental Services

Irrespective of nationality, dentists holding accredited degrees may practice in Singapore if they are registered with the Singapore Dental Council. 

Contact point:

Singapore Dental Council

16 College Road #01-01

College of Medicine Building

Singapore 169854

Tel: (65)  6355 2400

Fax: (65)   6253 3185

Internet website: 

www.sdc.gov.sg
Pharmacists

To practice as a pharmacist in Singapore, the person must be registered with the Singapore Pharmacy Council. Overseas pharmacists must possess basic pharmacy qualifications from Universities recognized and approved by the Council.

Contact point:

Singapore Pharmacy Council

16 College Road

Singapore 169853

Tel: (65)  64785068

Email:  enquiries@spc.gov.sg
Website: http://www.spc.gov.sg
Nurses and midwives

Nurses and midwives practising in Singapore are required to register with the Singapore Nursing Board.

Contact Point:

Singapore Nursing Board

 81 Kim Keat Road 

 #08-00 

Singapore  328836

Tel: (65)  64785401/02/03

Fax: (65) 63533460

Email: snb_contact@snb.gov.sg

	Singapore will review the list of recognized primary qualifications, if necessary.

The SMC will continue to review its registration policies on a regular basis to ensure that high professional standards are maintained.

The SDC will review the list of recognised qualifications on a regular basis.
The SPC will review the list of recognised foreign qualifications on a regular basis.


	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	-
	Medical Services

All applicants to the Singapore Medical Council should either:

- have a registrable basic degree, or

- have an accredited higher degree with the relevant experience in the field of expertise


	Basic licensing and qualifications are required to maintain the integrity of the various professions. Singapore will continue to review the licensing requirements and criteria to ensure that they remain objective.



	Foreign Entry


	-
	Medical Services

Irrespective of nationality, the number of doctors registered may be limited depending on the total supply in Singapore.


	Singapore will continue to review the foreign entry pre-requisites for the various services.



	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	-
	Singapore does not impose any discriminatory treatment/MFN conditions on these services.


	NA (as Singapore does not impose any discriminatory treatment/MFN conditions on these services).




