ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (e): Education Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	The Singapore government passed the Private Education (PE) Act in Sep 2009 which provides for the set-up of the Council for Private Education (CPE) as the regulator of private education institutions (PEIs) in Singapore. The group of PEIs which the CPE is regulating is those which have high impact on Singapore’s position as a global education hub.  Beyond its regulatory role, the CPE will also be undertaking additional responsibilities which include promoting consumer education and facilitating development initiatives for the growth of the PE sector. 

	Local or foreign operators intending to set up private education institutions in Singapore need to be registered with the Ministry of Education (MOE) as required under the Education Act.  They must meet requirements relating to physical facilities and teachers and register their courses with MOE.

	Nil.

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	Local or foreign operators intending to set up PEIs that fall under the regulatory scope of the CPE will be required to meet the enhanced registration standards relating to physical facilities, teachers, courses and managers.
The new regulatory regime with the enhanced registration will be launched towards end of 2009.  PEIs currently registered with MOE which will cross over to the new regime will be required to re-register with the CPE.

	Setting up of Private Schools
Private schools can only commence operation if they are duly registered by MOE, as provided for under the Education Act.  More details on the setting up of a private school can be found in the following URL:
http://www.moe.gov.sg/privatesch/
Licensing and Qualification of Teachers

In order to teach in government and government-aided schools in Singapore, applicants must possess relevant academic requirements and they are subjected to interview.  MOE, Singapore, reserves the right to select and deploy teachers depending on the suitability of their qualifications, experience and vacancies.
Foreign applicants without professional teaching qualifications would need to undergo a job interview by MOE, when applying to be teachers.  If they pass the interview and meet the admission criteria of the National Institute of Education (NIE), they will undergo teacher training at NIE where they will receive a diploma or postgraduate diploma in education upon successful completion of the training.  More details can be found in the following URL: http://www.moe.gov.sg/careers/teach/
A person intending to teach at private schools regulated by MOE has to seek MOE’s approval.  Registration can be made through the private school concerned.  More details are available at  http://www.moe.gov.sg/privatesch/

	Nil.

	Foreign Entry


	Nil

	Please see operational requirements and licensing/qualification requirements.


	Nil.

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	Nil

	Please see operational requirements and licensing/qualification requirements.
	Nil.


