	Individual Action Plan Update for Chinese Taipei for 2009

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Chinese Taipei  is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) Note 1
	Improvements made since 2008 IAP Note 2
	Further Improvements Planned Note 2

	Tariffs
	Applied Tariffs
1. Chinese Taipei adopted the HS 2007 version on 1st January, 2009.

2. Tariff rates 5% or lower are applied to 5,615 items, or 65% of the Schedule. Among these, 2,624 items, or 30% of the Schedule, are tariff free.

3. The average nominal tariff rate of all products: 5.86%1.

4. The average nominal tariff rate of agricultural products: 12.22%.

5. The average nominal tariff rate of industrial products: 4.11%.

6. The simple average rate for non-duty-free lines: 8.43%

7. The average trade weighted tariff for all goods: 1.58%.

8. If there is any question, please contact the Department of Customs Administration, Ministry of Finance.

TEL: 886-2-2322-8224

E-mail address: ccfan@mail.mof.gov.tw 
Tariff Quotas
1. The tariff rate quotas for mackerel, carangid, sardines, and persimmons have been phased out since 1st 
January, 2008. Thus far, a total of 65 items subject to the tariff rate quota system have been phased out, and 101 items still remain in force.

2. The ratio of tariff lines with quota to all lines is 1.16%.

3. Agricultural products subject to tariff rate quotas include: red beans, liquid milk, peanuts, garlic, dried forest mushrooms, dried day lilies, young coconuts, betel nuts, pineapples, mangoes, shaddock, rice and rice products, longans, deer velvet, fresh pears, and bananas. 

4. Industrial products subject to tariff rate quotas include passenger cars (including cars which accommodate nine passengers or fewer, and trucks with a total weight of less than 3.5 tons) and chassis.

5. If there is any question, please contact the Department of Customs Administration, Ministry of Finance.

TEL: 886-2-2322-8224

E-mail address: ccfan@mail.mof.gov.tw
Tariff Preferences

1. Chinese Taipei signed an FTA with Guatemala in 2005, which came into force on 1st July, 2006.

2. Chinese Taipei has signed FTAs with Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Honduras, respectively, and those 3 agreements came into force in 2008.

3. Chinese Taipei has completed the legal procedures in granting 141 products from LDCs duty-free access to the domestic market since 9th December, 2005.

	Applied Tariffs
1. Chinese Taipei is planning further revision to partial import tariff lines in order to assist in accelerating the economic recovery and to rationalize the tariff structure. It is expected that the tariff rates for 17 items will be reduced or become free.

2. Chinese Taipei is actively participating in the agricultural and non-agricultural negotiations in the WTO. It is expected that there will be a further reduction in tariff rates in line with the outcome of negotiations of the WTO Doha Round.
Tariff Quotas
The tariff rate quota for passenger cars and passenger car chassis will be phased out beginning 1st January, 2011.



	Non-Tariff Measures
	Quantitative Import Restrictions/

Prohibitions

After its accession to the WTO on January 1, 2002, Chinese Taipei, in line with its accession commitments, has opened markets for an extensive range of goods.  Among the original 252 categories  (10-digit HS Code) subject to import ban, restrictions were relaxed or liberalized; Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ) was also offered. Imports of rice and rice products, which were originally conducted pursuant to special treatment in the WTO Agricultural Agreement, were switched to the TRQ system on January 6, 2003. As of September, 2009, there were only 63  categories still subject to import ban, 24 items subject to import licensing, and 110 categories governed by the TRQ system.

Current Non-Tariff-Measures Applied

Quantitative Import Restrictions: None (10-digit HS code);

Import Prohibitions:63 items (10-digit HS code);

Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ): 110 items (10-digit HS code);

Import Licensing: 24 items (10-digit HS code);

See Attachment A for details.

Contact Point: http://fbfh.trade.gov.tw/rich/test/indexfhE.asp 
Automatic Import Licensing

Chinese Taipei reduced the number of items for which import licenses are required from 130 to 38 (10-digit HS Code) after its accession to the WTO on January 1, 2002 and further reduced the number to 18 in 2003. The items that are still restricted are those for which WTO rules permit restrictions, such as diamonds, metal waste and scraps, methyl bromide, and Montreal Protocol restricted chemicals. Due to the need for trade surveillance/statistics on imports of steel/iron products, Chinese Taipei added 6 steel and iron products to the list of commodities subject to import licensing, with the effect that the number of items for which import licenses are required increased from 18 to 24 (10-digit HS Code) As of September, 2009.
Attachment A
After its accession to the WTO on January 1, 2002, Chinese Taipei, in line with its accession commitments, has opened markets for an extensive range of goods. Among the original 252 categories (10-digit HS Code) subject to import ban, restrictions were relaxed or liberalized; Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ) was also offered. Imports of rice and rice products, which were originally conducted pursuant to special treatment in the WTO Agricultural Agreement, were switched to the TRQ system on January 6, 2003. September 2009, there were only 63 categories still subject to import ban, 24 items subject to import licensing, and 110 categories governed by the TRQ system.

	-

	Services


	1. Chinese Taipei approved in July 2009 the Service Industry Development Plan with the aim of building service industry into an engine for upgrading industrial value-added, creating jobs, enhancing quality of life, and stimulating economic growth. The objective is for the service industry to contribute a gross domestic product of NT$11 trillion in 2012, to create 120,000 jobs per year, and to reach 1.2% of the global value of service exports.
2. The key areas in the first stage of the Service Industry Development Plan encompass tourism, creative and cultural industry, health care, recreational agriculture, logistics, telecommunications, and technical services. In terms of strategy, the effort will start out with enhancing the international competitiveness of the service industry, strengthening R&D and innovation, creating differentiated services, reinforcing manpower training and recruitment from abroad, and improving service industry statistics. For details, please see           http://www.cepd.gov.tw/encontent/m1.aspx?sNo=0012142&key=&ex=%20&ic=&cd= 
Chapter 3 (g): Financial Services
1. To make equity ownership more transparent and ensure that major shareholders meet "fit and proper" requirements, a single party or single group of related parties that holds an equity stake of more than 5% in a bank or a financial holding company is required to file with the competent authority, and such a party or group seeking to acquire an equity stake of more than 10%, 25%, or 50% must file with the competent authority for prior approval (Article 25 of the Banking Act as amended on December 30, 2008; Article 16 of the Financial Holding Company Act as amended on January, 21, 2009).

2. A provision that prohibited the bank subsidiaries of a financial holding company from making equity investments in other companies has been repealed; such activities will be governed by the Banking Act (Article 36 of the Financial Holding Company Act as amended on January, 21, 2009).

3. To enhance the capital efficiency of traders, the Financial Supervisory Commission (FSC) on 22 September 2008 granted approval for the SPAN margin methodology (already adopted for clearing members) to be further applicable to traders. The measure took effect on 10 November 2008.

4. To broaden the scope of the domestic futures market and provide futures investors with a greater range of choice in trading or hedging vehicles, the FSC on 16 December 2008 decided to allow futures commission merchants to deal in TAIFEX NT Dollar Gold Options. 

5. To enhance the capital efficiency of traders, encourage foreign participation, increase market liquidity, and bring the futures clearing system in line with international practices, the FSC on 24 October 2008 recognized the following as marginable securities: (1) securities underlying Chinese Taipei Futures Exchange (TAIFEX) equity option contracts, and component stocks of the TWSE Chinese Taipei 50 Index; (2) book-entry central government bonds; and (3) Formosa Bonds as defined in Article 3 of the "GreTai Securities Market Rules Governing Management of Foreign-denominated International Bonds". The measure took effect on 10 November 10 2008. 

6. Offshore overseas Chinese and foreign nationals have been allowed to invest in futures trust fund beneficial certificates since 9 June 2009. 

7. Since 30 April 2009, Mainland Chinese investors have been permitted to engage in securities investment and futures trading.

8. Since 30 October 2008, existing holders of shares of an overseas enterprise are now permitted, once the enterprise has been listed for trading on the domestic market, to directly apply for foreign investor account status and retain funds derived from disposal of the holdings in a domestic settlement fund account for the purpose of making subsequent investments.
Chapter 3 (a:3): Business Services: Architectural
Operational Requirements

Chinese Taipei will continue to push for the professional recognition of architects among economies in accordance with the development of the APEC Architect reciprocal recognition framework.
Chapter 3 (a:5): Business Services: Other Professional Services
Taxation Services
Operational Requirements

A Certified Public Accountant (CPA) registered with the Financial Supervisory Commission (FSC),who is a member of the Certified Public Accountants Association in Chinese Taipei, as set out according to Articles 2 and 3 in the Regulations Governing Certified Public Accountants Acting as Income Tax Agents, will be allowed to practice as a tax agent in Chinese Taipei by the Ministry of Finance.
For more information, see: 

http://www.dot.gov.tw/display/detail.asp?nkind=46&upkind=3&lang=2&expand=2&thisitem=70&modify=1 
Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers

1. A CPA registered with the Financial Supervisory Commission (FSC) ,who is a member of the Certified Public Accountants Association in Chinese Taipei, as set out according to Articles 2 and 3 in the Regulations Governing Certified Public Accountants Acting as Income Tax Agents, will be allowed to practice as a tax agent in Chinese Taipei by the Ministry of Finance.
2. In addition, the CPA licensing and qualification requirements include:

· Passing the CPA Senior Examination: One must graduate from a business-related department of a college/higher to be qualified for the CPA Senior Examination.
· Being granted a CPA Certificate: Those who pass the Senior Examination may then apply to the FSC for the granting of a CPA certificate.
· Practice Registration: Under the CPA Act, a CPA certificate-holder should complete pre-professional training or have at least two years of practical experience as an assistant in attestation work at a CPA firm, prior to establishing an office or joining a CPA firm and registering with the competent authority as a member of a CPA association.
· Being admitted to a CPA association: A CPA shall not perform professional services without being admitted to membership of a CPA association.

3. However, one who has passed the CPA Qualification Evaluation is not required to have further practical experience in order to apply for registration.
4. For more information, see: 

http://www.dot.gov.tw/display/detail.asp?nkind=46&upkind=3&lang=2&expand=2&thisitem=70&modify=1 
Foreign Entry

1. A foreign national may take the CPA examination in accordance with the laws of Chinese Taipei. A foreign national who has passed the CPA examination of Chinese Taipei and has acquired a CPA certificate is required to obtain permission from the Financial Supervisory Commission before commencing to practice as a CPA in Chinese Taipei.

2.  A foreign national practicing as a CPA in Chinese Taipei is required to observe and abide by Chinese Taipei laws, regulations, and ordinances in connection with CPA associations as well as the constitution of the CPA association of which he or she is a member.

3.  A foreign national recognized as a CPA in accordance with the laws of the CPA, as set out according to Articles 2 and 3 in the Regulations Governing Certified Public Accountants Acting as Income Tax Agents, will be allowed to practice as a tax agent in Chinese Taipei by the Ministry of Finance.

4.  There are no limitations on market access except for services related to income tax certifications in Chinese Taipei, which can only be provided by the tax agents of Chinese Taipei.

For more information, see: 

http://www.dot.gov.tw/display/detail.asp?nkind=46&upkind=3&lang=2&expand=2&thisitem=70&modify=1 
Discriminatory Treatment/MFN

1. A foreign national may take the CPA examination in accordance with the laws of Chinese Taipei. A foreign national who has passed the CPA examination of Chinese Taipei and has acquired a CPA certificate is required to obtain permission from the Financial Supervisory Commission before commencing to practice as a CPA in Chinese Taipei.

2. A foreign national practicing as a CPA in Chinese Taipei is required to observe and abide by Chinese Taipei laws, regulations, and ordinances in connection with CPA associations as well as the constitution of the CPA association of which he or she is a member.

3. A foreign national recognized as a CPA in accordance with the laws of the CPA, as set out according to Articles 2 and 3 in the Regulations Governing Certified Public Accountants Acting as Income Tax Agents, will be allowed to practice as a tax agent in Chinese Taipei by the Ministry of Finance.

4. There are no limitations on market access except for services related to income tax certifications in Chinese Taipei, which can only be provided by the tax agents of Chinese Taipei.

For more information, see: 

http://www.dot.gov.tw/display/detail.asp?nkind=46&upkind=3&lang=2&expand=2&thisitem=70&modify=1 
Chapter 3 (b:3): Communication Services: Telecommunications
Foreign Entry
Total direct shareholding by foreigners in a Type I telecom enterprise may not exceed 49%, and the sum of direct and indirect shareholding may not exceed 60%. However, the cap on foreign direct and indirect shareholding in Chunghwa Telecom may not exceed 55%. There is no restriction on foreign investment in Type II telecom business.

Chapter 3 (e): Education Services
In 2008, under the Private School Law Amendments, nationality restrictions pertaining to the election of school board presidents, principals and percentages regarding board members was abolished.

Chapter3 (I): Energy Services

Oil & Petroleum Products
3-2. Fossil diesel blended with 1% biodiesel and meeting the CNS 1471 Standard, which is called B1, has been provided to all vehicles on 15 July 2008. The E3 Program to promote use of E3 fuel (unleaded gasoline blended with 3% ethanol) by vehicle drivers was launched on 29 July 2009 in Taipei and Kaohsiung.
Chapter 3: 

Foreign Exchange Control/Movement of Capital
1. In 2008, the Central Bank approved issuance of NT$ bonds by CABEI amounting to NT$7 billion.
2. On December 20, 2008, the investment quota for each foreign individual investor was abolished.
3. In 2009, the Central Bank approved the issuance of US dollar bonds by Deutsche Bank amounting to US$ 1 billion.
Chapter 3 (k:2): Transport Services: Air
Foreign investment in Chinese Taipei airlines is amended from up to 1/3 of the equity to be less than 1/2 of the equity.
In 2007, the limitation on foreign investment in air freight forwarders and air cargo entrepots was lifted completely.

	-

	Investment


	1. On 24 April 2008, the FSC amended the “Regulations Governing Investment of Investment-Linked Insurance”.
2. On 31 March, 23 July and 30 December 2008, the FSC amended the “Regulations Governing Pre-sale Procedures for Insurance Products”.
3. A revision to the “Negative List for Investment by Overseas Chinese and Foreign Nationals – Prohibited Industries and Restricted Industries for Investment” was promulgated on 16 May 2008.  Under this revised Negative List, among others, the restrictions on foreign investment in “cram schools” and “beer manufacturing” have been lifted, and foreign investment in “passenger car rental and leasing” has been relaxed from prohibition to restriction. (2008/05/16)
4. Also, the “Guidelines Governing the Application of Foreign Students in the Capacity of Interns in Enterprises and Organizations” has been revised in accordance with the new “Company Act” on April 23, 2009.
5. For further information please visit: www.moeaic.gov.tw

	-

	Standards and Conformance


	Chinese Taipei is currently aligning the CNS with international standards that are scheduled to be completed by 2010. To date, 43 CNS have been aligned with international standards.
Food sanitary regulations
1. Chinese Taipei has adopted WTO/SPS principles for the implementation of food sanitary regulations. 
2. Chinese Taipei established or revised 94 food sanitation standards in 2008, including residue limits of 76 pesticide/crop combinations, 8 residue limits of veterinary drugs, 3 pesticide residue limits in animal products, and sanitation standards for milk and milk products, fishery products, food-grade salt, etc.

	Chinese Taipei will continue aligning its CNS in accordance with the SCSC resolutions.
Food sanitary regulations
1. Chinese Taipei will continue to establish or revise food sanitary regulations.  Chinese Taipei proposes to revise at least 150 standards, including those on the residues of veterinary drugs and pesticides, the scope and application standards of food additives, and sanitation standards for other products.


	Customs Procedures


	Paperless Trading

From 2003 to 2008, under Chinese Taipei's Trade Facilitation Plan,16 licensing authorities have put e-trade operations on line. Im/ex electronic applications through FTNet increased from 3.24% to 90.36%.
Provision of Temporary Importation Facilities

Chinese Taipei has already implemented the ATA Carnet system through bilateral arrangements.

Current Tariff Arrangements

Chinese Taipei has signed bilateral ATA Carnet Agreements with the United States, Canada, Norway, Italy, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Hungary, Czech, Bulgaria, Romania, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovak, Slovenia, Cyprus, Malta, Singapore, South Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Australia, New Zealand, Israel, the South Africa, Viet Nam, the Philippines, Poland and El Salvador. Meanwhile, all signatories with the exception of Viet Nam, the Philippines, Poland and El Salvador have implemented the system.

	Paperless trading 

In addition to expanding the existing Customs clearance EDI system, Customs is also planning to provide its stakeholders with web-based solutions for cargo clearance.
Implementation of the TRIPs Agreement

1. Customs will continue to cooperate with right holders to hold product identification training seminars for frontline officers.
2. Customs has adopted risk management to strengthen infringement inspection.
Development of a Compendium of Harmonised Trade Data Elements

Chinese Taipei Customs will continue work on harmonizing the data elements of its import and export declarations and manifests with WCO DM version 3.0. In addition, all the data used in Customs clearance, port operation and trade licensing serves to improve the efficiency of information exchange for both the B2G and E2E business models.

A single window is scheduled for completion in 2013 by integrating the Customs Clearance Automation System, Maritime Transport Net and FTNet to streamline import-export procedures. And it will serve as a platform to link to other economies for import/export data exchanges.


	Intellectual Property Rights


	1. Chinese Taipei highly values enhanced IPR protection and has made it one of its top policy priorities. To improve IPR protection, the government has for many years taken an active role in integrating all enforcement authorities to carry out various IPR Action Plans. The first IPR Action Plan was first launched in 2003 as a three-year project to 2005; the second phase extended from 2006 to 2008. The latest action plan extends from 2009 to 2011; it includes directives for awareness education programs, enforcement of campus IPR protection, and international cooperation issues. The implementation of these action plans has significantly improved Chinese Taipei’s overall IPR environment.
2. The IP Court of Chinese Taipei, inaugurated on July 1, 2008, brings timely, effective settlements to IPR-related disputes. The IP Court oversees civil, criminal and administrative cases and serves at the same level as the High Administrative Court; it hears cases relating to patents, trademarks, copyrights, optical disk management, trade secrets, and integrated circuits.
3. On August 26, 2008, TIPO launched its electronic filing system for trademark and patent applications, TIPONet, which took four years to develop. TIPONet allows applicants to file trademark and patent applications and make payments online. This shortens delivery time as applicants no longer need to deliver the applications in person or send them by postal mail. As of August 2009, 11.6% of total trademark applications and 9.8% of total patent applications respectively were filed through e-filing service.
4. A new milestone has been reached in Chinese Taipei patent representation with the formal certification of Chinese Taipei’s first group of licensed patent attorneys on October 24, 2008. According to the regulations of the new Patent Attorney Act, a person may receive a license to practice as a patent attorney in Chinese Taipei either by passing the Patent Attorney Eligibility Examination or by applying for an exemption to the exam and successfully completing a professional training course instead.
5. In recent years, increasingly rampant Internet infringements have been having a severe impact on the protection of copyright. To tackle this progressively worsening problem, Chinese Taipei proposed an amendment to the Copyright Act (the ISP liability limitation bill) after having reviewed many safe-harbor practices adopted by other countries. The ISP bill was promulgated and took effect on May 13, 2009.
6. Chinese Taipei has taken important steps to improve respect for IPR on campuses and to fight both Internet and textbook piracy. The Ministry of Education (MOE) launched a Campus IPR Action Plan in Oct 2007. The action plan provides specific guidelines to universities for combating IPR violations on the TANet (Academic Network in Chinese Taipei), the island-wide high-school and university broadband internet service, and for reducing the prevalence of illegal textbook copying by copy shops on and near campuses. Chinese Taipei continues to make progress in implementing this action plan. 
7. Increasing the efficiency of patent examinations is commonly recognized as essential for producing an environment in which rights holders can promptly obtain patent rights. Chinese Taipei introduced its new Accelerated Examination Program (AEP), which was established January 1, 2009, to help expedite patent examinations. Right now average examination time is generally 41.7 days, with an issuance of examination notification (including comments or written decisions) sent by TIPO to the AEP applicants.
8. The new patent search system providing online service started on July 1, 2008. To provide high-quality, more comprehensive online patent search services, the new patent search system incorporates the existing "Patent Network", "Patent Gazette Search System", and "Patent English Abstract Search System", offers more search modes and full text search functions, and allows download of the entire patent image.
9. On December 8, 2008, TIPO launched the Chinese-English Technical Patent Glossary, a new online resource for domestic and foreign users. The free glossary is available on the TIPO website and is mainly compiled from technical and academic glossaries of the National Institute for Compilation and Translation, the National Applied Research Laboratories Science & Technology Policy Research and Information Center (STPI), as well as domestic English-language patent abstracts, International Patent Classification (IPC) Chinese-English terms, and International Classification for Industrial Designs. A total of approximately 1.79 million Chinese and English patent-related technical terms are included in the new TIPO glossary.


	1. Chinese Taipei is always ready to review IPR laws abroad to stay abreast of international trends.

2. The drafting of an amendment to the Copyright Collective Management Regulations has been sent to Legislative Yuan for review. 

3. The IPR authority, in response to the establishment of the IP Court and the newly emerging international IP issues, is currently preparing revisions of both the Patent Act and the Trademark Act in order to expedite the examination process and enhance examination quality.
4. TIPO has come up with a “Triple Action Plan” (Examination, Excellence, Enforcement) to amend IP laws and regulations, upgrade patent examination quality, and improve trademark review systems, in the hope that Chinese Taipei can fully develop a sufficiently strong environment for IP protection.
5. The Campus IPR Action Plan began on January 1, 2007 and will continue until December 31, 2009. A formal assessment and review will be conducted. Based on the results of this assessment and review, new plans will be formulated.


	Competition Policy


	1. As of the end of August 2009, Chinese Taipei handled 34,448 cases relating to competition law. Among them 25,367 were either complaints filed by the public or investigations initiated by the Fair Trade Commission (FTC); 2,493 were law interpretation cases; and 6,588 involved applications or notifications for concerted actions or mergers. These figures demonstrate the government’s resolve in upholding fair trade in Chinese Taipei.

2. The FTC has assisted government departments in reviewing all laws and regulations under their respective jurisdictions in order to provide an environment for fair market competition and enforce competition policy.

3. In face of the challenges arising from R&D cooperation in the high-tech industry, the FTC will relax restrictions on concerted actions entered into by enterprises in the form of joint ventures, strategic alliances, and methods to increase market competitiveness.

4. Considering the increasing amount of false TV and Internet advertising, the FTC is carrying out the “Program for Actively Investigating and Processing False TV and Internet Advertising”  to reinforce the law and implement measures to prevent these illegal behaviors.


	1. The FTC will actively investigate anti-competitive or unfair competitive behaviors to maintain the orderliness of competition and business transactions in industry.
2. The FTC will strengthen the transparency of information relating to competition policies and laws and to strengthen the transparency of competition by:

a.   Conducting statistical surveys on market structures and industrial activities;

b.   Continuing to revise and update the FTC’s network and information systems.

c. Enriching and expanding the APEC Competition Law and Policy Database, and ensuring the integrity of its data.
3. The FTC will establish positive communication and interaction with different sectors and formulate fair competition guidelines in the energy and new emerging industries so as to create a fair competitive environment in the market.
4. The FTC will keep close watch of developments in the energy and new emerging industries and adopt timely response measures to maintain trading order in the market.
5. The FTC will relax restrictions on concerted actions entered into by enterprises in the form of joint ventures, strategic alliances, and methods to increase market competitiveness. In addition, the FTC will introduce leniency programs to improve efficiency in law enforcement, combat hard-core cartels, and enhance market competition.
6. In view of the growth of illegal multi-level sales activities resulting in serious social problems, the FTC has drafted the “Multi-level Sales Management Act” to strengthen the management and supervision of multi-level sales.
7. The FTC plans to sign multilateral agreements with relevant APEC member economies to improve mutual cooperation in the area of competition law, and work toward the liberalization of regional trade.
8. The FTC will continue to expand the current channels for competition policy and competition law promotion to foster the transparency of the relevant laws and regulations.

9. The FTC will continue to expand the international competition policy database by:

a. Compiling literature on competition policy and laws;

b. Routine maintenance and updates of the database;

c. Publishing the Competition Policy Newsletter regularly.
10. The FTC will continue to offer technical assistance in competition policy/law to Mongolia and developing member economies such as Indonesia and Vietnam.


	Government Procurement


	Chinese Taipei has been endeavoring to accede to the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (hereinafter named GPA), and has undertaken a series of reform measures in the government procurement system in order to make it more efficient, fair, competitive and in conformity with the GPA principles. The result of Chinese Taipei’s voluntary review of consistency of government procurement regimes’ against the non-binding principles specifically demonstrates the institutional improvement and concrete reform measures that Chinese Taipei has undertaken. 
The WTO/GPA Committee adopted Chinese Taipei’s accession to the GPA on December 9, 2008 and the GPA entered into force to Chinese Taipei on July 15, 2009. Since July 15, 2009, Chinese Taipei has opened its government procurement market to the GPA members according to its GPA offer.

To enhance transparency of GP, Chinese Taipei has developed a database system named “Government Procurement Information System” (GPIS) to collect and compile tendering information such as legal framework, bidding opportunities, awarding of bids, procedures for handling disputes, etc., from procuring agencies through the web sites at http://web.pcc.gov.tw  and http://www.pcc.gov.tw . All information is open to the public free of charge.

	Nil



	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	General Policy Position

1. Chinese Taipei has been carrying out a comprehensive program of deregulation, aimed at revitalizing the economy and strengthening national competitiveness. From May 2008 to September 15, 2009, Chinese Taipei completed 385 items of deregulation concerning financial and economic matters. These included: opening Chinese Taipei to investment from China; easing entry and exit restrictions for foreign nationals; lowering estate, gift, commodity, business income, and individual income taxes; allowing Hong Kong ETFs to be listed in Chinese Taipei; cancelling the minimum capital requirement for company registration; and abolishing the uniform certification system for profit-seeking enterprises.
2. To encourage private enterprises and members of the public to provide concrete input from the user viewpoint, the Council for Economic and Planning Development (CEPD) has set up a portal for receiving deregulation suggestions on the homepage of its website. This broadens the gathering of relevant suggestions from the general public as well as experts, for reference by the government agencies responsible for undertaking regulatory reform.
Identification and Review of Existing Regulations

1. Attracting foreign talent

To facilitate visa, employment and residence procedures for foreign experts, business people, and direct investors, Chinese Taipei has introduced three special cards – an “academic and commercial travel card,” an “employment pass,” and a “permanent residence card” – for foreign nationals, integrated the review and issuance operations of the various government authorities concerned, and greatly streamlined the whole of the process.

2. Improving the taxation environment

Chinese Taipei has relaxed the criteria for determining sources of domestic income, for example by excluding income from the provision of services abroad.
3. Allowing the use of China credit cards 

To facilitate credit card use by visiting tourists, Chinese Taipei has allowed relevant institutions on the two sides of the Chinese Taipei Strait to conduct the requisite acquisition, authorization and settlement procedures for the use of China credit cards in Chinese Taipei.

4. Simplifying application procedures for company startup

(1) Cancellation of the minimum capital requirement
(2) Scrapping of the uniform certification system for profit-seeking enterprises: After a company has completed business registration, the registration authority will inform the tax, urban planning, building administration, fire, health and other authorities concerned, and the company will be deemed to have completed the requisite registration without needing to apply to each agency for joint certification.

	General Policy Position
Chinese Taipei will continue to review the laws and regulations. The CEPD will conduct discussions with the responsible agencies concerning suggestions on deregulation put forward by federations of industry and commerce, relevant service industry associations, foreign chambers of commerce, and other such bodies, to achieve the prompt elimination of outdated laws and regulations.

Reform of Industry/Sector Specific Regulation

1.  Deregulation in service industries

The expansion and development of the service sector is a core task of industrial restructuring. Chinese Taipei currently is planning the second phase of its service industry development plan, in which deregulation will feature prominently and be key to policy achievement. The follow-up work will involve adopting development strategies to encourage and nurture core industries and comprehensively carrying out regulatory review, as well as establishing long-term operational mechanisms for deregulation. 
2.  Implementing major reform measures in accordance with the World Bank’s business environment rankings 

The CEPD has conducted self-diagnosis based on the World Bank’s ten ranking indexes, has studied the areas in which improvements can be made, and has drawn up mid-term and long-term improvement plans to help the related agencies work in concert to build a better business environment. This year, the CEPD has been most active in reforming the legal procedures related to the “Starting a Business” index. Follow-up work will involve mid-term and long-term reforms, including streamlining operational times and procedures, strengthening the legal system, and promoting electronicization.



	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	To promote transparency and provide public with better access to basic information, Chinese Taipei Customs have posted up-to-date ROOs information on the following website:
http://eweb.customs.gov.tw/ct.asp?xItem=42658&CtNode=12640 
The information on the website include “Regulations Governing the Determination of Country of Origin of Imported Goods”, “Rules of Origin for Least-Developed Countries” and “Rules of Origin for Free Trade Agreements”. Chinese Taipei will update such information on a timely basis and will ensure predictable and consistent application of rules of origin.

	-

	Dispute Mediation


	-
	-

	Mobility of Business People


	1. Chinese Taipei introduced its new e-passport on December 29, 2008.
2. Nationals of 38 countries (including 8 APEC economies) are eligible for the visa-exempt program for a temporary stay of 30 days or 90 days.
3. Foreign nationals who have entered Chinese Taipei with an extendable visitor visa valid for at least 60 days may apply for residency with official letters of approval issued by the competent authorities and required documents and be granted an Alien Resident Certificate under one of the following conditions:
· Working in Chinese Taipei under the permission granted in pursuance with subparagraphs 1 to 7, or 11, paragraph 1, Article 46 of the Employment Services Act by the competent central labor authorities;

· Being an investor, or the representative of a foreign legal person, having invested over a certain amount of capital with the approval or review by the related competent central authorities;

· Being a person in charge of a foreign company approved to operate in Chinese Taipei.
4. To attract talented foreign individuals, the "Employment PASS Card" has been instituted to simplify the process for specialized or highly-skilled professionals to come to Chinese Taipei, through the streamlining  the process of permit issuance by combining the Residency Visa, Work Permission, Alien Resident Certificate, and Multiple Reentry Permit into one single application.

	1. Chinese Taipei is working on system development of the Advance Passenger Information (API) System and the Regional Movement Alert List System (RMAL).
2. Chinese Taipei plans to integrate biometrics technology in border processing and plans to deploy 16 automatic passport inspection systems in Taoyuan International Airport in 2010.


	Information Gathering and Analysis


	-
	-

	APEC Food System


	-
	-

	Transparency


	1. Setting up a platform for suggestions on deregulation

Chinese Taipei set up a long-term deregulation mechanism in 2008, aimed at energizing industrial development and releasing economic vitality. In addition to regularly collecting proposals initiated by Cabinet agencies and suggestions from industrial and business groups, the Council for Economic Planning and Development (CEPD) has also set up a “Deregulation Suggestions Platform” webpage, to encourage the general public to use the Internet for submitting suggestions on financial and economic deregulation. After compiling the suggestions, the CEPD refers them to and solicits feedback from the relevant competent authorities and related agencies; and for certain issues, the CEPD will convene coordination meetings. The results of coordination and the latest progress on each issue are not only publicly announced in written news releases, but are also regularly announced on this platform, to serve inquiry by members of the public.

2. Publicizing the government’s deregulation-related measures

The government’s major policies and the results of legal reform are not only publicly announced via the centralized public bulletin system and on the websites of the agencies concerned, but are also publicized by the CEPD in monthly issues of its bilingual Newsletter and in e-news electronic bulletins. These public information vehicles enable the private sector to keep promptly up to date with news on significant developments in financial and economic regulation, and serves to heighten policy and regulatory transparency.


	-


	RTAs/FTAs  Note 5


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	-


	- Agreements under negotiation


	- 

	
	Agreement #1


	-

	- Future plans


	-


	Additional information Note 6  

-



Notes

1. 
Economies are encouraged to use the sub-chapter and section headings from the full IAP template as guidance for the appropriate level of detailed information to be submitted in the Update.  

2.
Economies should describe significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Wherever possible all entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address etc) where further information can be obtained.

3. 
The IAP Update should provide information necessary to bring the most recent full IAP up to date.  

4. 
If there is no significant change to the information provided in the most recent IAP, “As in [year] IAP” should be entered.

5.  Economies will submit IAP chapters on transparency and RTAs/FTAs for the first time in 2005.  These chapters will remain the base document for the Update until the economy submits its next full IAP.  As a transitional measure, economies will also submit a report in 2005 on Area-specific Transparency Implementation using an agreed format. 

6. 
Economies may use the Additional Information section to describe any material not captured in the template.






