	Individual Action Plan Update for Canada for 2009

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Canada is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) Note 1
	Improvements made since 2008 IAP Note 2
	Further Improvements Planned Note 2

	Tariffs
	Canada continues to eliminate “nuisance tariffs” from MFN and preferential tariffs when they fall below the 2% threshold.

Canada continues to unilaterally reduce applied tariffs on certain goods used in the production of other goods (manufacturing inputs or in the provision of services. In particular, Canada eliminated its MFN tariff on 214 machinery and equipment tariff items in Budget 2009.

Notes 3 & 4
	Canada will work together with APEC member economies towards a successful WTO Doha Round, that includes real and substantial improvements in market access, within a fair and equitable multilateral trading system.

In addition to the Budget 2009 measure that eliminated MFN tariffs on machinery and equipment, Canada is currently consulting a proposal to eliminate tariffs on 1539 tariff items covering remaining machinery & equipment and manufacturing inputs.

Notes 3 & 4

	Non-Tariff Measures
	As in 2008 IAP
	As in 2008 IAP

	Services


	Energy Services: elimination of citizenship requirements with respect to engineering services; integrated engineering services; and related scientific and technical consulting services
	As in 2008 IAP

	Investment


	Pursuant to the Investment Canada Act, new review thresholds relating to investments in non-cultural sectors for WTO members, or where a Canadian business is ultimately controlled by a WTO member (other than a Canadian) prior to its acquisition, must be determined every year and become effective on January 1. 

The review thresholds are adjusted for inflation every year and published in the Canada Gazette. In 2005, the threshold was CDN$250 million, in 2006 it was CDN$265 million, in 2007 it was CDN$281 million in 2008 it was CDN$295 million and in 2009 it was CDN$312 million.

Review thresholds relating to cultural businesses continue to be $5 million for direct acquisitions and, generally,    $50 million for indirect acquisitions.
	Review thresholds for the Investment Canada Act will be adjusted annually for investments in non-cultural sectors to reflect nominal growth in Gross Domestic Product. 

Canada has embarked on an expanded FIPA work program and hopes to negotiate Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements in the near term with priority partners, including members of APEC. 

Amongst APEC members, FIPAs are already in force between Canada and the Philippines, Russia and Thailand.

Canada is currently in FIPA negotiations with China, Vietnam, and Indonesia. Canada has 3 Free Trade Agreement (FTAs) with investment chapters in force: NAFTA, Peru and Chile, and is currently in FTA negotiations with South Korea and Singapore. The potential for future negotiations with other APEC countries is also being explored.

	Standards and Conformance


	As in 2008 IAP
	As in 2008 IAP

	Customs Procedures


	The CBSA has created a client-friendly brochure outlining the dispute process for both trade disputes and enforcement actions as part of a Client Information Kit. 

Advanced tariff classification rulings are now published on the CBSA website.  They can be accessed at : 

http://cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/import/ar-da/menu-eng.html
The CBSA has undertaken a review and evaluation of its recourse framework relating to privilege programs such as FAST, CSA, NEXUS and CANPASS to ensure transparency and accountability.  

The prescription instruments for section 60 and 60.1 of the Customs Act were finalized in 2008 and published in Departmental Memorandum D11-6-7.  These instruments provide clients with information on the form, manner, and information requirements for filing appeals.
In 2008 – 2009, the CBSA played a major role in two capacity building workshops organized by the Single Window Working Group of the Sub-Committee for Customs Procedures.  

These workshops were designed to provide participants practical, hands-on exposure to single window topics, emphasizing the use of international instruments such as the World Customs Organization (WCO) Data Model.

The first workshop was held in October 2008 in Chinese Taipei.  The theme of the workshop was single window implementation and an introduction to international standards.  Canada presented the topic “Data Harmonization, Policy, Organization and Steps”, outlining the Canadian experience in adopting the WCO Data Model and its impact on the organizational planning activities.

The second workshop took place at the APEC Secretariat in Singapore in April 2009.  At this workshop, Canada led the participants through a 4 day practical exercise in understanding and using the WCO Data Model Version 3.  The training activities Canada developed for this workshop were provided to the WCO and will form the basis for a training package to be included in the WCO Version 3 documentation provided to member customs administrations.       


	CBSA continually reviews website content with the objective of improving even further the delivery of information over this medium.

The CBSA is conducting a comprehensive substantive review of public brochures and departmental memoranda containing information on appeal procedures and policy. 
The CBSA is currently completing a policy that will incorporate a Penalty Reduction Agreement (PRA) as part of the ministerial review process. This agreement will address situations where clients were assessed numerous, repetitive penalties for non-compliance, resulting from the client’s commercial systems and information processes. 

The CBSA is completing a policy that will provide clients a mechanism to request the waiver of penalties or the waiver / cancellation of interest in exceptional circumstances.  
The overall acceptance by APEC Economies of the WCO Data Model Version 3 is a significant milestone as customs administrations work to simplify trade procedures and enhance risk assessment capabilities.  It is important that economies follow through and implement systems and procedures that benefit trade and citizens as early as possible.  

The CBSA will continue to monitor developments in the APEC Region and will provide technical assistance to those APEC Economies that require help to implement version 3 of the WCO Data Model. 

	Intellectual Property Rights


	In 2009 the Government of Canada launched nationwide consultations to solicit Canadians' opinions on the important issue of copyright. The consultations included a number of different avenues for Canadians to participate, including an online discussion forum as well as a submission centre for posting detailed submissions, round tables and town hall discussions across Canada. 

More information is available on the www.copyrightconsultation.ca web site.

The Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO) launched three new Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) two-year pilot programs with Japan, Denmark, and Korea. CIPO now has four pilot PPH agreements with the following offices: United States Patent and Trademark Office, Japan Patent Office, Danish Patent and Trademark Office, and the Korean Intellectual Property Office.
	As in 2008 IAP

	Competition Policy


	As in 2008 IAP
	As in 2008 IAP

	Government Procurement


	The Canada-Peru Free Trade Agreement, which includes a comprehensive Chapter on Government Procurement, came into effect on August 1, 2009. http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/peru-perou/peru-toc-perou-tdm.aspx?lang=eng

	As in 2008 IAP

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	As in 2008 IAP
	As in 2008 IAP

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	As in 2008 IAP
	As in 2008 IAP

	Dispute Mediation


	Canada has signed FTAs with Colombia and Jordan, concluded negotiations with Panama, and had FTAs with the European Free Trade Association and Peru enter into force.  All of those agreements provide for settling disputes through consultation and mediation as well as more formal dispute settlement regimes.

Canada’s FIPAs with Jordan and FTAs with Colombia, Jordan, Peru, and Panama incorporate provisions for effective resolution of investor-state disputes through consultations and arbitration.
	Canada is currently in several FTA and FIPA negotiations and exploring further negotiations with many other trading partners.  There are on-going FTA negotiations with:  the European Union, Korea, Singapore, CARICOM, Dominican Republic, and the Central America 4 (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua).  Furthermore, there are on-going FIPA negotiations with:  Tunisia, Indonesia, Vietnam, Mongolia,  Kuwait and Bahrain.

An important part in all of these negotiations or discussions is furthering APEC objectives in dispute mediation, such as consultations and arbitration between the Parties.
FTAs with Jordan and Colombia entering into force. 

There are on-going FTA negotiations with:  the European Communities, Korea, Singapore, CARICOM, Dominican Republic, and the Central America 4 (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua).  Furthermore, there are on-going FIPA negotiations with:  Indonesia, Vietnam, Mongolia, Kuwait, Bahrain and Tunisia.  

An important part in all of these negotiations or discussions is furthering APEC objectives in dispute mediation, in investor-state dispute settlement, such as consultations and arbitration.

	Mobility of Business People


	On January 1, 2008, the CBSA began facilitating ABTC members through special service lanes at Canada’s eight major international airports.

Canada became a transitional member in the APEC Business Travel Card scheme in November 2008.
Citizenship and Immigration Canada recently introduced measures to keep more accurate statistics on short-term business travellers from visa required countries.  This will allow for better reporting on the number of nationals that seek to do business in Canada from many of the APEC economies.
	As a transitional member, Canada will have a three-year period to work toward full membership in the ABTC scheme.



	Information Gathering and Analysis


	As in 2008 IAP
	As in 2008 IAP

	APEC Food System


	As in 2008 IAP
	As in 2008 IAP

	Transparency


	Canada’s negotiations of FTAs and FIPAs are premised on incorporating provisions for transparency.
Note 5
	In all of its FTA and FIPA negotiations, Canada will seek to 

undertake strong transparency commitments.

Note 5


	RTAs/FTAs  Note 5
* See separate chapter on FTAs/RTAs

	- Description of current 

  agreements


	Please use Part 1 of the RTA/FTA reporting template to provide a short description or hyperlinks to any new agreements and to report improvements to existing agreements.  



	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	

	
	Agreement #2


	

	
	Agreement #3


	

	
	Agreement #4


	

	
	Agreement #5


	

	
	Agreement #6


	

	
	Agreement #7


	

	
	Agreement #8


	

	
	Agreement #9


	

	
	Agreement #10


	

	
	Agreement #11


	

	
	Agreement #12


	

	
	Agreement #13


	

	
	Agreement #14


	

	
	Agreement #15


	

	
	Agreement #16


	

	
	Agreement #17


	

	
	Agreement #18


	

	
	Agreement #19


	

	
	Agreement #20


	

	- Future plans


	


	Additional information Note 6  




Notes

1. 
Economies are encouraged to use the sub-chapter and section headings from the full IAP template as guidance for the appropriate level of detailed information to be submitted in the Update.  

2.
Economies should describe significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Wherever possible all entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address etc) where further information can be obtained.

3. 
The IAP Update should provide information necessary to bring the most recent full IAP up to date.  

4. 
If there is no significant change to the information provided in the most recent IAP, “As in [year] IAP” should be entered.

5.  Economies will submit IAP chapters on transparency and RTAs/FTAs for the first time in 2005.  These chapters will remain the base document for the Update until the economy submits its next full IAP.  As a transitional measure, economies will also submit a report in 2005 on Area-specific Transparency Implementation using an agreed format. 

6. 
Economies may use the Additional Information section to describe any material not captured in the template.






