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	Chapter
	Summary of IAP entry:

	1.  Tariffs
	Agriculture Goods

· MFN Applied rates generally equal to WTO bound rates.

· Selected goods considered as inputs may have lower rates than bound rates.



	2.  Non-tariff measures
	Thailand maintains tariff rate quotas (TRQ) on 23 agricultural products. The application of TRQ complies fully with the WTO Agreement.

In 2003, Thailand expanded its tariff quota and lowered its applied in-quota tariff rates below its WTO commitments for the following items:

· Soybean and seed potato, under tariff quota imports are not limited with 0% tariff rate.

· Soybean cake, unlimited imports with 4% tariff rate, whereas the quantity and the in-quota tariff rate committed under WTO Agreement are 229,339 tons and 20% respectively.

· Onion seed, quantity allocation in tariff quota is 3.15 tons with 0% tariff rate while the quantity and in-quota tariff rate committed under WTO Agreement are 3.13 tons and 30% respectively.



	3. Services
	N/A



	4.  Investment
	N/A



	5.  Standards and Conformance
	· Thailand’s food standards have been aligned with international standards (Codex , IPPC , OIE)
 -     Thailand  standard will cover all elements of safety and hygiene of human beings, animals and plants and qualifications of specific consumer product?s both food and non-food. Among standardizations are Good Agricultural Practice or GAP, toxic residues standards, and method for identification of animal disease. Thailand  divides its standardizations into three categorie?s commodity standards, practice system standards and general safety standards.
              1. Commodity Standards are set as national references for production, domestic and international trade, and guarantees of products. The standards cover both safety and qualifications of products that consumers need or minimum qualification of basic agriculture commodities such as those of jasmine rice, durian, mangoes, asparagus, orchids, beef, pork, fish, etc.

              2.System standards are designed to be the criteria to assess and certify manufacturers practices from farms to packing houses or factories including primary processors such as abattoirs and millers. Among these standards are Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) or Good Hygienic Practice (GHP). Such standards can be used as benchmarks for people involved such as farmers, distributors, or factories so that they can be assured that they will get agriculture commodities or food that are safe and in accordance with the all standards. Among manufacturing standards announced in 2004 were GAP for Food Crops,? GAP for Bee Farm?s and Requirements for Wood Packaging for Export, which are set as references that these wood packaging have been through proper process to eliminate all pests.
              3. General safety standards are specifically designed for safety and sanitation of animals and plants, which are imposed on agriculture commodities and all kinds of food, for example, Maximum Residue Limit (MRL) for pesticide maximum limit (ML) for contamination standards, standards on samplings and analysis, or standards on autopsies.
-      Thailand  has set up eight-steps for elaboration of standard, which are transparent and well accepted by all parties. The procedures are as follows:
1) Prioritization of issues or items be standardized
2) Appoint a technical committee to consider draft.
3) Set up the draft standard.
4) Propose to the committee for consideration.
5) Hearing of opinion from all concerned parties
6) Submit to a scrutiny committee, then ACFS Board
7) Notify to WTO notify other countries (in case of compulsory standards)
8) Declare in the Royal Gazette
               The most important step is the third one - Set up the draft standard - which requires information gathering, studies and research, for instance, studies on quality characteristic - of products for  agricultural products and to set up criteria for GAP, risk assessment studies on safety and sanitation. Some information derives from works of some related agencies, namely Department of Agriculture, Department of Fishery, Department of Livestock Development. But sometimes available information is insufficient and ACFS (National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards) has to fill in the gap by initiating its own research to provide more sufficient information. 
               The fifth step, hearing of opinion from all concerned parties, is also very crucial. ACFS usually organizes a public hearing forum for all sides from farmers, processors dealers, exporters and consumers to discuss on any complications of the standards.
· Before a regulation is notified as a national level, it must be notified to all WTO members in order to receive comments from them within 60 days.Provide a public hearing to get all comments for improvement of regulation.  


	6.  Customs Procedures
	N/A



	7.  Intellectual Property Rights
	N/A

	8.  Competition Policy
	N/A 


	9.  Government Procurement
	N/A

	10.  Deregulation/ Regulatory Review
	N/A


	11.  Implementation of WTO Obligations / Rules of Origin
	· Thailand is fully implementing its commitments from the Uruguay Round with respect to tariffs and agriculture.

· Thailand is fully implementing its commitments from the Uruguay Round, including the agreements on safeguards, subsidies, TBT, and SPS.

· Thailand customs procedures are in accord with the disciplines in the Uruguay Round Agreement on Rules of Origin.


	12.  Dispute Mediation
	N/A



	13.  Mobility of Business People
	N/A



	14.  Information Gathering and Analysis
	N/A




Additional Remarks:
	AFS Recommendations (agreed by Leaders in 1999): Provide progress reports on other items not covered in the afore sections

	(ii) undertake co-operative measures with non-government, non profit organisations to improve the availability of rural education.
	 


