ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:1): Business Services: Legal

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	Issue Decree No.

28/2007/ND-CP dated 26/02/2007 providing detailed provisions and guiding the implementation of several articles of the Law on Lawyers



	According to Article 69 of the Law on Lawyers, foreign legal organizations in Vietnam operate in Vietnam in the following forms:

a) Branches of foreign legal organizations (hereinafter called as branches);

b) 100% foreign capital limited liability legal company, joint-venture limited liability legal company (hereinafter called as foreign legal company).

For branches, foreign legal companies are reqired to have establishment licences and operation registeration certificates.

Foreign lawyers must have practice licences in Vietnam.

For further information, pls contact:

International Legal Department, Ministry of Justice

58-60 Tran Phu, Ha Noi

Tel: (844) 733 4302

Fax: (844) 8431 431


	Not yet have supplemental commitments



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	Issue Decree No.

28/2007/NĐ-CP dated 26/02/2007 providing detailed provisions and guiding the implementation of several articles of the Law on Lawyers


	For foreign legal organizations:

1) Having been established and practising law abroad

2) Comply with the Constitution and laws of the Socalist Republic of Vietgnam

Are allowed to practise law in Vietnam in accordance with this Law.

 For foreign lawyers:

1) Have law practising certificate in valid issued by competent foreign companies/organizations;

2) Comply with the Constitution and laws of the Socalist Republic of Vietgnam

3) Appointed by foreign law practising organizations to practise in Vietnam or recruited by foreign legal companies/branches in Vietnam and by Vietnam’s law practising organizations to work for them.

For further information, pls contact:

International Legal Department, Ministry of Justice

58-60 Tran Phu, Ha Noi

Tel: (844) 733 4302

Fax: (844) 8431 431


	Not yet planned

	Foreign Entry


	Issue the Law on Lawyers in 2006

Decree No.

28/2007/NĐ-CP dated 26/02/2007 providing detailed provisions and guiding the implementation of several articles of the Law on Lawyers


	For foreign law practising organizations:

1) Forms of practice:

a) Branches of foreign law practising organizations

b) 100% foreign capital limited liability legal company, joint-venture limited liability legal company 

2) Scope of practice:

a) Consult laws and other legal services, not allowed to appoint foreign lawyers to participate in proceedings as counsels, interest protectors of persons concerned, legal representatives and rights/interests protectors of persons concerned before Vietnam’s proceeding organizations.

b) to appoint Vietnamese lawyers who work for them to consult about Vietnamese laws, to participate in  proceedings as legal representatives and rights/interests protectors of persons concerned before Vietnam’s courts in cases which foreign law practising organizations are allowed to provide legal consultancy service, except for criminal cases.
 For foreign lawyers:

1) Forms of practice

a) Work as a member of a foreign law practising organization in Vietnam;

b) Work under contract for foreign law practising organizations and Vietnam’s law practising organizations.

2) Scope of practice:

Consult about foreign and international laws, provide other legal services concerning foreign laws.

Consult about Vietnam’s laws if they have Vietnam’s law bachelor diploma and meet in full similar requirements as a Vietnamese lawyer, not allowed to participate in proceedings as counsels, interest protectors of persons concerned, legal representatives and rights/interests protectors of persons concerned before Vietnam’s proceeding organizations.

For further information, pls contact:

International Legal Department, Ministry of Justice

58-60 Tran Phu, Ha Noi

Tel: (844) 733 4302

Fax: (844) 8431 431

	

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	-
	Treament to practice of Vietnam’s and foreign lawyers and law practicing organizations is the same in the Law on Lawyers, ensuring that there is no discrimination between Vietnam’s lawyers/law practicing organizations and  foreign ones in Vietnam.

For further information, pls contact:

International Legal Department, Ministry of Justice

58-60 Tran Phu, Ha Noi

Tel: (844) 733 4302

Fax: (844) 8431 431


	Not yet planned



