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Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:1): Business Services: Legal

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	Federal Law No. 63-FZ “On Solicitor’s/Barrister’s Activity and the Bar in the Russian Federation” was amended on 20 December, 2004.

Fundamentals of the legislation of the Russian Federation FZ No. 4462-1 “On the Public Notariate” were amended on 1 July, 2005.


	Federal Law No. 63-FZ “On Solicitor’s/Barrister’s Activity and the Bar in the Russian Federation” of May 31, 2002. This Federal law fixes solicitor’s/barrister’s status and regulates the regime of exercising of solicitor’s/barrister’s activity in the Russian Federation.

Fundamentals of the legislation of the Russian Federation FZ No. 4462-1 “On the Public Notariate” of February 11, 2001. These fundamentals fix notary’s status and regulate the regime of exercising of notary’s activity.


	NIL

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	NIL
	In accordance with Clause 1 of Article 2 of the Federal law “On Solicitor’s/Barrister’s Activity and the Bar in the Russian Federation” a solicitor/barrister shall be a person who has been granted a status of the solicitor/barrister in the procedure established by the Federal law and the right to practice law. Article 9 of the Federal Law stipulates that a candidate shall meet the following requirements to seek the status of a solicitor/barrister:

· higher law education received in a state-accredited higher professional education institution or a scientific degree in law;

· a two-year work record in legal profession (the person whose higher education is their first professional training shall be estimated at the earliest from the time of graduation from the appropriate education facility), or a probation with a solicitor/barrister formation for 1 or 2 year term (Article 28 of the Federal Law);

· filing with the qualification commission of documents required for permission to take a qualification examination;

· passing of a qualification examination;

· solicitors/barristers of states pursuing the activity of solicitors/barristers in the Russian Federation shall be registered by the federal executive governmental body of justice in a special register.

The following persons are not entitled to seek the status of solicitors/barristers and pursue the activity of solicitors/barristers:

· persons declared in the manner established by Russian law as lacking legal capacity or having a limited legal capacity;

· persons having a conviction for an intended crime.

In accordance with Article 2 of Fundamentals of the legislation of the Russian Federation on the public notariate the position of a notary shall be occupied by a citizen of the Russian Federation that holds a license to conduct notarial activity.

The Fundamentals fix the following requirements to file the position of a notary:

· the Russian citizenship;

· the higher law education; 

· a training for a period of no less than one year at a public notary’s office or with a notary engaged in private practice;

· passing of a qualification examination;

· a license to conduct notarial activity.

	NIL

	Foreign Entry


	NIL
	Federal Law “On Solicitor’s/Barrister’s Activity and the Bar in the Russian Federation” entitles solicitors/barristers of the foreign states to provide legal assistance in the Russian Federation on issues concerning the law of foreign state.
Solicitors/barristers of foreign states are prohibited from providing legal assistance in the Russian Federation on issues related to state secrets of the country.
As per Clause 6 of Article 9 of the Federal law, foreign citizens and stateless persons who have acquired the status of solicitors/ barristers in the manner established by the Federal law shall be cleared to pursue the activity of solicitor/barrister in the Russian Federation except as otherwise required by the federal legislation.
The foreign citizens are not entitled to conduct notaries’ activity in Russia.

	NIL

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	NIL
	There is no discriminatory treatment regarding other states in Russia.

	NIL


