
	CHAPTER 5: STANDARDS
 AND CONFORMANCE

	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardisation activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; 
h.       implement and maintain a standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards; and

i.
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties.


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION

APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2007; and

d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardisation activities.

Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

Continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;

c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  

d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2007  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2007.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2007;  

TRANSPARENCY

APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; 
c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts; and

d.     implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  

The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.

	Malaysia’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2008

The implementation of policies and procedures on standards and conformance of Malaysia are based on relevant WTO agreements and international guidelines established by the relevant organizations.  These organisations include the  International Organization for Standardization (ISO) , International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), Codex Alimentarius Commmission (CAC), Convention on Legal Metrology (OIML) , International Weights and Measures Convention (BIPM), International  Accreditation Forum (IAF) and  International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC).

Malaysia has established a number of mutual recognition arrangements with several economies both at the voluntary and official levels and welcomes further development of such arrangements in all sectors of the economy with a view towards facilitating trade and commerce.  Such arrangements are established based on guidelines published by international organizations and consistent with relevant the WTO Agremeents.

Malaysia continues to increase alignment of its standards with international standards and is promoting the adoption of relevant Malaysian Standards as mandatory standards  to protect  the safety  and health of  consumers and the environment. Promotion and awareness on good regulatory practices in implementing mandatory standards is conducted through closer cooperation between the National Standards Body and the regulatory agencies. 

The National accreditation and conformity assessment infrastructure is  further strengthened  to meet the needs of the  industry and the public.

On 17 July 2007, the Parliament approved the National Measurement System Act 2007. The new Act coordinates the national measurement system through prescribing the use of uniform units of measurements and also providing a coherent approach in establishing traceability of measurements. 




	Chapter 5: Malaysia’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2008

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Regulatory Review Policies / Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	· As of 31 Dec. 2007, total number of (Malaysian Standards) MS developed was 5,060.

· New MS developed in 2007: 547.

· As of 31 Dec. 2007, the percentage of cumulative MS aligned to international standards was 56.5% (2,860 out of 5,060). The electro-technical sector achieved the highest number of alignment (76.3%) followed by Chemicals (46.5%) and ICT (85.6%).

· As of 31 Dec. 2006, the percentage of alignment was 56.1% (2,563 out of 4,570).


	· Malaysia has a policy to adopt international standards as a first option where appropriate.  A review of international standards precedes work on the development or revision of all national standards. All national standards committees have been provided with information on current policies on alignment.

· Practices recommended in ISO/IEC Guide 21 are adopted. 

· Any changes are closely monitored for continuous alignment.
	To continue alignment of MS with international standards.



	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	· 2007 VAP Summary Report for Alignment Work- Alignment Degree: 100%

· 2006 VAP Summary Report for Alignment Work- Alignment Degree: 100% 
	· Malaysia has a policy to adopt international standards as a first option where appropriate.  A review of international standards precedes work on the development or revision of all national standards. All national standards committees have been provided with information on current policies on alignment.

· Practices recommended in ISO/IEC Guide 21 are adopted. 

· Any changes are closely monitored for continuous alignment.

	To continue alignment of MS with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC.

	Active participation in the international 

standardization activities of international standardizing 

bodies 


	· STANDARDS MALAYSIA is an active member of international standards organisations i.e. ISO, IEC, CAC, etc. 

· STANDARDS MALAYSIA maintains its seat in the ISO Council for the term 2007-2008.

· ISO- In 2007, Malaysia has increased its Participating ‘P’ membership in 8 new TC/SC.
· Total number of ‘P’ membership of ISO at the end of 2007: 108.

· IEC- In 2007, Malaysia has increased its ‘P’ membership in 2 new TC/SC.
· Total number of ‘P’ membership of IEC at the end of 2007: 17.

· STANDARDS MALAYSIA continued to manage ISO TC/SC Secretariat as follows:

1) ISO/ TC 45 (Rubber and Rubber Products)

2) ISO/ TC 45/SC 1 (Rubber and Plastic Hoses)

3) ISO/ TC 45/SC 4 (Rubber Products, other than Hoses)

4) ISO/ TC 157 (Mechanical Contraceptives)

· Malaysia is also convenor for the following working groups:

1) ISO/TC 45/ SC 3/ WG 4

2) ISO/TC 45/ SC 4/ WG 5

3) ISO/TC 61/ SC 2/ WG 2

4) ISO/TC 69/ AHG 1

5) ISO/TC 207/ SC 7

· In 2007, STANDARDS MALAYSIA became host for the following meetings/ programs: 

1) ISO/TC 69/WG 3 on Statistical Interpretation of Data Meeting 
2) ISO/TC 45 SC 4 on Rubber and Rubber Products (Other than Hoses)-Elastromeric Isolators Meeting 
3) IEC/TC 31 on Equipment for Explosive Atmosphere Meeting

4)  IEC/TC 61 on Household Appliances Meeting

5) APLAC-13th General Assembly & Technical Meeting 
· Malaysia participated actively at the ISO/ TMB/ WG Social Responsibility Meetings in 2007, and is member of the Integrated Drafting Task Force Committee for this project.

· In 2007, Malaysian delegations attended 30 ISO meetings with a total of 122 delegates, and 8 IEC meetings with a total of 68 delegates.

· In 2007, 533 votes and comments were submitted to ISO and 281 to IEC.


	Regular review of participation at all levels is conducted to ensure participation is appropriate to needs. Participation needs have been identified and will be implemented in phases.


	To increase participation in line with the needs of stakeholders.

To continue hosting international standards committee meetings (policy and technical levels) in line with available resources.

	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	· Malaysia continues to participate in:

1) APEC MRA (Exchange of Information) on Toys Safety

2) APEC EEMRA - Part 1 (Information exchange)
3) APEC EEMRA Part II (Acceptance of Test Report)
4) APEC Food MRA (Information Exchange)
· In 2007, STANDARDS MALAYSIA has hosted 2 meetings on recognition arrangements:

1) APEC JAC EE MRA

2) ACCSQ JSC EEE
	In maintaining our participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector, MALAYSIA is guided by trade and regulatory policy decisions.
	To continue existing efforts and increase participation, with guidance and support from the regulators. 

	Participation in bilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	
	Malaysia supports participation in bilateral mutual recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector and welcomes proposals for specific sectors of mutual interest.


	

	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity 

assessment in the voluntary sector 


	· As the National Accreditation Body, STANDARDS MALAYSIA maintains its status as signatory to APLAC and ILAC MRA (for testing, including medical testing and calibration fields), as well as PAC and IAF MLA (for QMS and EMS). 

· Malaysia maintains its active participation in the IECEE CB Scheme.

· Malaysia, through National Metrology Laboratory (NML), also maintains its status as signatory to CIPM Global MRA. 

· In 2007, NML listed 6 Calibration and Measurement Capability (CMC) services in Thermometry under Appendix C of the ‘International Committee for Weights and Measures’ (CIPM) MRA.  


	Malaysia supports participation in recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector and participates in both bilateral and plurilateral basis. 


	To continue increase the number of MRAs/ MLAs and also the number of scope for existing MRAs/ MLAs.

To extend scope of the IECEE CB Scheme in June 2008 during second Re-assesment Audit. 

To become member of the IECEx Scheme in 2008.



	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	Standards Development
· In 2007, national standards development committee structure has been revised and expanded to cover increasing range of sectors and demands, in line with market demands.
· Number of sector standards committees increases from 20 (2006) to 23 (2007).
· As of 31 Dec. 2007, the cumulative no. of MS: 5,060. 

· Total MS developed in 2007: 547. 

Conformity Asessment

· As of 31 Dec. 2007, total accreditation schemes: 3 

1) Laboratory Accreditation Scheme of Malaysia (SAMM)

2) Certification Body Accreditation Scheme

3) Malaysian Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme (MIBAS)

· In 2007, the scope of SAMM was expanded to include: 

1) Nucleic Acid Testing

2) Forensic Science Testing; Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) Profiling

3) Analysis of Accelerant in Fire Debris.

· As of Dec. 31, 2007, the cumulative total no. of accredited laboratories was 381, of which 317 remained active. 

· Total laboratories accredited in 2007: 21.

· In 2007, a new accreditation program for ACB was introduced: Forest Management Certification (FMC)

Total programs: 7 

1) QMS

2) EMS

3) Product Certification (PC)

4) Occupational Safety & Health (OSH)

5) Information Security Management System (ISMS)

6) HACCP based Food Safety System

7) FMC

· As of 31 Dec. 2007, the total no. of accredited CBs are as follows:

1) QMS – 11

2) EMS – 7

3) PC – 2

4) OSH – 2

5) HACCP – 1

Total CBs accredited in 2007: 

1) QMS – 1

2) OSH – 1

3) HACCP - 1

Metrology

· In 2007, the Malaysian Parliament approved the National Measurement System Act 2007. Preparations were made for implementation.

· In 2007, NML listed 6 Calibration and Measurement Capability (CMC) services in Thermometry under Appendix C of the CIPM MRA.  

· NML coordinated and become the pilot laboratory for the APLAC Proficiency Testing Program on the Interlaboratory Comparison of DC Measurements.


	Standards Development

An active national standards development program is maintained to meet national standardization needs.

Conformity Asessment

The national accreditation and conformity assessment infrastructure is maintained and strengthened.  Expansion into new services of accreditation and conformity assessment will be explored and undertaken to meet the needs of the industry and the public.  These activities will be aligned to international standards and practices, where available.

Metrology

A national system of traceability of measurements is in operation for scientific, trade and legal purposes.  A network of accredited laboratories supports this.  Participation in international comparisons national standards and calibration of such standards at overseas NMIs and BIPM will continue to be actively pursued to ensure the equivalence and traceability of national standards and comparability of our measurements.


	Standards Development

To enhance active participation in standardization activities by stakeholders.

To continue strenghten the cooperation between STANDARDS MALAYSIA, the national standards body, and the regulatory  agencies. 

Conformity Asessment

To constantly upgrade and enhance range of services in accreditation and conformity assessment.

To expand into new areas of certification  (CoC, Personnel, RSPO), and also new accreditation scheme i.e. OECD-GLP.

To intensify activities to support accreditation programs and build up national competency e.g. proficiency testing programs, training, etc.

.

Metrology

To maintain and upgrade the capabilities of NML.

To regularly establish international traceability and equivalence of national standards through participation in regional and international key comparison programs.



	Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance 

and/or activities for 

technical infrastructure 

development


	Require specific technical training to develop new accreditation scheme, specifically in the area of OECD-GLP.

	Specific requirements, assistance and activities for technical infrastructure development identified and reviewed from time to time.  

Periodic reviews of infrastructure needs to assess continuing appropriateness are conducted.


	To continually identify requirements, assistance and activities needed.

To participate more actively in APEC SCSC projects. 



	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Bilateral assistance provided to Brunei, Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar under ASEAN-Australia Development Cooperation Program (AADCP).

Malaysia conducted the International Workshop on Standards and Quality under the Malaysia Technical Cooperation Program (MTCP) for developing economies.
	Training programs and other forms of assistance for other economies will be regularly considered for implementation both independently and jointly on a bilateral or multilateral level in line with available resources.


	Bilateral assistance will be provided to interested economies on mutually agreed terms.

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	· Malaysia attended all SRBs Meetings in 2007. 

· Malaysia was appointed as one of the Executive Committee (EC) members of PAC and also secretary to APLAC Proficiency Testing (PT) Committee.

· In 2007, Malaysia hosted:

1) APLAC/ PTB PT Training Course/ Planning Workshop

2) PAC ISO/TS 22003

· Malaysia also participated in various training activities/ meetings of the SRBs namely:

1) APLAC/PTB PT Workshop and Symposium, Vietnam 

2) PAC ISO/IEC 27006, Japan

3) PAC ISO/IEC 17021, Singapore

4) Trainee Peer Evaluator Course, Singapore

5) APLMF Workshop on Agricultural Products, Thailand

6) APMP/ TCQM Gas Workshop, China

7) APMP/ DEC Meeting and Metrology in Chemistry Workshop, China
· Malaysia maintains its secretariatship in APLAC Proficiency Testing Committee  in 2007.

	Malaysia participates in all 5 SRBs (APLAC, PAC, APLMF, APMP and PASC).  It also participates in activities and projects carried out by these bodies. Malaysia is signatory to the PAC MLA (QMS & EMS), APLAC MRA (Testing & Calibration) and BIPM Global MRA.


	Malaysia will be hosting the 15th PAC Plenary meetings in Kuala Lumpur from 21-28 June 2008.

To pursue closer cooperation with the SRBs.



	Continuously strive to 

increase transparency of 

their standards and 

conformance requirements, 

including implementation of APEC Leaders’ 

Transparency Standards on Standards and 

Conformance(  
	MS can be obtained electronically through STANDARDS MALAYSIA website (www.standardsmalaysia.gov.my). 

The website also provides access to national strategic and action plan, link to regulatory contact points, as well as list of accredited CBs and laboratories.


	Transparency of standards and conformance requirements is maintained through publication of information on the websites of the national standards body, regulatory agencies and other related organizations. All Malaysian standards and technical regulations are available for purchase either electronically or in paper copies. 
	To continue improving and updating contents of website. 

	Participate in relevant 

international fora


	· STANDARDS MALAYSIA maintains as signatory to APLAC and ILAC MRA (for testing, including medical testing and calibration fields), as well as PAC and IAF MLA (for QMS and EMS).

· NML has maintained its membership status of Metre Convention (Full member), OIML (Corresponding member), APMP (Full member), APLMF (Full member) and signatory to CIPM MRA.

· Malaysia also participates in other international standards bodies such as ITU, CAC and BIPM.
	Malaysia supports participation in standards and conformity assessment international fora and will review its participation from time to time.  


	To participate more actively in standards and conformity assessment international fora while considering to expand participation through continuous assessment. .

	Other activities


	
	
	


	Improvements in Malaysia’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with 

international standards where 

appropriate 


	26% of Malaysian Standards (MS) aligned to international standards.
	56.5% of MS aligned to international standards.

	Active participation in the international standardisation 

activities of international 

standardizing bodies


	ISO- Participating : 9 ; Observer : 40

IEC- Participating : 0; Observer : 29

Secretariat to 2 ISO committees, convener of 1 Working Group.
	ISO- Participating : 108 ; Observer : 115

IEC- Participating : 17; Observer : 80

Secretariat to 4 ISO committees, convener of 5 Working Group.


	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	
	Participate in APEC MRA on Toys Safety (Exchange of Information), APEC EE MRA Part 1 and 2, and APEC Food MRA (Information Exchange).



	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	
	

	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary 

sector 


	
	Signatory to APLAC MRA.

Signatory to ILAC MRA.
Signatory to PAC MLA. 

Signatory to IAF MLA.

Signatory to CIPM Global MRA.

Participate in IECEE CB Scheme and IECEE-CB- FCS Scheme.

	Improve and maintain the level of 

their  technical infrastructure

Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance and/or 

activities for technical 

infrastructure development


	Standards:

Number of sectorial committees: 14

Number of standards : 1658

Mandatory Standards: 0

Conformity assessment:

Accreditation Scheme: 2 (ACB for Certification Bodies and SAMM for laboratories).

Scope of accreditation of laboratories in the area of electrical products, mechanical engineering products, fire safety, chemical and construction and building materials.

Program under ACB Scheme: QMS, EMS, PCS

Metrology:

Primary standards & calibration services 4 fields in physical metrology established - mechanical, electrical, flow and thermophysical. Facilities are housed within laboratory buildings with limitations generally on space and control of environmental conditions in some areas.


	Standards:

Number of sectorial committees: 23

Number of standards : 5,060

Mandatory Standards: 127

Conformity assessment:

Accreditation Scheme: 3 (ACB, SAMM and MIBAS for Inspection Bodies).

Scope of accreditation of laboratories is expanded to cover more areas i.e. medical, veterinary, EMC, toxicity testing and household pesticide testing.  

Program under ACB Scheme: QMS, EMS, PCS, Occupational Safety & Health (OSH), Information Security Management System (ISMS), HACCP based Food Safety System, Forest Management Certification (FMC).

Metrology:

NML now maintains a wider range of physical standards and is able to provide a much larger scope of measurement and calibration services to the industries.

Peer reviews of the calibration and measurement capabilities of NML in the fields of Length, Mass, Pressure, Force, Acoustics, Ultrasonic & Vibration, Time and Frequency, Magnetic, Radio frequency & Microwave, Impedance, Temperature, DC & LF, Power, Energy & High voltage had been successfully carried out by technical experts from APMP member economies. Current CMC listing in the CIPM MRA Appendix C has also been extended. 
In 2007, the Malaysian Cabinet approved the National Measurement System Act 2007.



	Provision of assistance for the

improvement of other economies’

technical infrastructure


	
	Bilateral assistance provided to Brunei, Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar under AADCP.

Malaysia conducted the International Workshop on Standards and Quality under the Malaysia Cooperation Technical Program (MTCP) for developing economies.



	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies activities


	Malaysia participates in all APEC SCSC’s SRBs.
	Malaysia participates in all APEC SCSC’s SRBs.



	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements, including implementation of APEC

Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance(  


	
	MS can be obtained electronically through STANDARDS MALAYSIA website (www.standardsmalaysia.gov.my). 

The website also provides access to national strategic and action plan, link to regulatory contact points, as well as list of accredited CBs and laboratories.


	Participate in relevant international fora


	Malaysia participates in ISO, IEC, APLAC, PAC, ILAC, IAF, ITU, CAC, BIPM, OIML (Corresponding member).


	Continued participation in ISO, IEC, ITU, CAC, BIPM.

Signatory to APLAC and ILAC MRA (for testing, including medical testing and calibration fields), as well as PAC and IAF MLA (for QMS and EMS).

Participates in Metre Convention (Full member), OIML (Corresponding member), APMP (Full member), APLMF (Full member) and signatory to CIPM MRA.



	Other Activities


	
	


Appendix   – APEC Leaders Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance

Introduction

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these standards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2007.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed that “APEC sub-fora that have not developed specific transparency provisions should do so,” and further instructed that such new transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) developed the following set of transparency standards for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos and the obligations of the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance:

1.  In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:  (a)  promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to standards and conformance; and, (b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.

2.  As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.

3.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted.  Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.

4.  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.

5.  Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.

6.  Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.

7.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.

� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements. Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
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