
Japan’s 2008
APEC INDIVIDUAL ACTION PLAN: THE APEC FOOD SYSTEM CHAPTER

	Chapter
	Summary of IAP entry:

	1.  Tariffs

	· Average applied rate is 9.6 percent for agricultural sector.

· Under the GSP, the depth of tariff cuts on agricultural and fisheries products is various including duty-free treatment.

· The number of LDC’s agricultural and fishery products(HS chapters 1-24) under duty-free and quota-free preferential treatment counts 1,523 items.


	2.  Non-tariff measures

	· Special treatment on rice imports has been replaced by a tariff scheme since April 1999.

	3. Services
	· Not applicable.


	4.  Investment

	Japan concluded a bilateral investment agreement with Republic of Korea, the United Mexican States and Vietnam


	5.  Standards and Conformance

	· The JAS Law instructs the Ministry of Agriculture, Foresty and Fisheries to review the JAS in every five years to facilitate the conformance  of JAS with international standards, and to actively abolish unnecessary standards and to revise standards in order to meet public needs, taking into account situation of production, distribution and consumption.system in April 2001 in order to provide consumers with necessary information for their choices.

· Japan has completed to align its existing standards with international standards in the initial four priority areas including food labeling.

· Japan is actively participating in the work of Codex on developing standards and related texts for protecting the health of consumers and ensuring fair practices in the food trade. 

· The revised JAS Law introduced a new certification system for overseas products by Registered OverseasCertification Bodies.

· Since March 1998, a network for electrical transmission of sanitation certificates for meat and meat products between Australia and Japan has been operating.

· In the area of the standards and conformance, Japan has a long history of technical assistance.

· Japan has put into action technical support for the establishment of quality standards for agricultural products.

· In accordance with the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement),  Japan is taking  the steps necessary to give prior notice in the publication, notify other WTO members and provide necessary information.

· Japan published two English pamphlets on Japan’s animal and plant quarantine system.

· Japan set up an Internet web site on plant and animal quarantine service and standard and labeling under the JAS Law.

· Animal Quarantine Inspection Procedure Automated System (ANIPAS)has been developed and operated in Japan in order to ensure the smooth and efficient implementation of the import and export inspection
· Plant Quarantine Network (PQ-NET) has been developed and operated in Japan in order to ensure the smooth and efficient implementation of the import inspection.
· In the main airports and harbours, the number of plant quarantine officers and animal quarantine officers has been  increased as required, in order to ensure the smooth and efficient implementation of the import inspections.


	6.  Customs Procedures
	· The public can access information through website, Official gazette ’Kanpo’ and so on.

· Japan Customs accepts import and export declarations, arrival/departure process, and other Customs-related formalities electronically through the Nippon Automated Cargo Clearance System (NACCS), an online network computer system connecting Customs houses, Customs brokers, banks, and other related parties.


	7.  Intellectual Property Rights

	· Japan has been updating the system as appropriate to meet the changing needs and has been working to enhance the levels of protection of intellectual property (including plant breeder’s right).  In recent years, Japan has been actively  providing technical assistance to other APEC members, and will further continue these activities in the medium and long terms.


	8.  Competition Policy
	· Japan has been conducting active competition policy, focusing on vigorous enforcement of the Antimonopoly Act (Act Concerning Prohibition of Private Monopolization and Maintenance of fair Trade), since it was enacted in 1947 with a view to promoting free and fair competition.


	9.  Government Procurement
	· Not applicable 

	10.  Deregulation/ Regulatory Review
	· “The Three-Year Program for the Promoting Regulatory  Reform(Re-revised Version)” was secondly revised by the Cabinet on March 25, 2008 to reflect the requests and opinions from the public (including from abroad) as well as the results of the monitoring by the Council for the Promotion of Regulatory Reform under the Cabinet Office.


	11.  Implementation of WTO Obligations / Rules of Origin

	· Japan has so far implemented Uruguay Round tariff reduction commitment completely.

	12.  Dispute Mediation

	· In 1982, the  Government of Japan established the Office of Trade and Investment Ombudsman (OTO), which receives and processes specific complaints filed by private parties and foreign governments concerning market opening problems and the facilitation of imports,  including import procedures.  



	13.  Mobility of Business People
	· Japan has participated in ABTC scheme in 2003.

	14.  Information Gathering and Analysis
	· Not applicable.
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