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	Objective

APEC economies will facilitate trade in the Asia-Pacific region by:

a. simplifying and harmonizing customs procedures;

b. encouraging the use of technologies and e-commerce as productivity tools in keeping with developments of the new economy; and

c. enhancing cross-border co-operation in the movement of goods and services to counter terrorism.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will take actions toward achieving the above objectives:

a.
along the lines of the Strategic Direction of the Action Program of the Sub-Committee on Customs Procedures by:

· taking fully into consideration the Guiding Principles (FACTS: Facilitation, Accountability, Consistency, Transparency, Simplification) of the above Action Program;

· recognizing APEC Principles on Trade Facilitation; and
· making use of information and communication technologies (ICT) as tools to improve productivity; and
b.
along the lines of the Leader’s Statement on Counter Terrorism.




	Collective Actions Plans
APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to customs procedures in the following areas:

HARMONISATION OF  TARIFF NOMENCLATURE 

APEC economies will harmonize tariff nomenclature by adopting or abiding by the principles of the International Convention on the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS Convention) 2002 Version by 2002.

PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION 

APEC economies will continue making available to the public information on administrative guidelines, procedures and rulings in addition to customs laws and regulations through the media, publication, website, etc.

SIMPLIFICATION AND HARMONIZATION ON THE BASIS OF THE REVISED KYOTO CONVENTION

APEC economies will simplify and harmonize customs procedures by adopting or abiding by the principles of the International Convention on the Simplification and Harmonization of Customs Procedures which was revised by World Customs Organization (WCO) in 1999 (Revised Kyoto Convention).

COMPUTERIZATION THROUGH UN/EDIFACT AND PAPERLESS TRADING

APEC economies will enhance computerization of customs procedures by adopting and supporting the UN/EDIFACT standard and endeavor to reduce or eliminate the requirement for paper documents needed for customs to realize paperless trading.

ALIGNMENT WITH WTO AGREEMENTS

APEC economies will:

a. harmonize customs valuation systems by adopting or abiding by the principles of the Agreement on Implementation of Article VII of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 (WTO Customs Valuation Agreement), while encouraging further acceleration, if possible, through technical assistance; and

b. protect intellectual property rights by adopting or abiding by the principles of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement), with regard to border control while encouraging further acceleration, if possible, through technical assistance.

APPEAL PROVISION

APEC economies will introduce and improve clear appeal provisions. 

ADVANCE RULING SYSTEMS

APEC economies will introduce and improve advance tariff classification ruling systems.

TEMPORARY IMPORTATION

APEC economies will provide facilities for temporary importation, by taking such action as acceding, where appropriate, to the Customs Convention on the A.T.A. Carnet for the Temporary Admission of Goods (the A.T.A. Convention).

RISK MANAGEMENT APPROACH 

APEC economies will introduce a risk management approach to allow customs administrations to facilitate legitimate trade and travel while maintaining high-level border control by 2002.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

APEC economies will apply information and communication technology including Internet for customs clearance, and where possible, provide one stop shop service for cargo clearance procedures.

COMMON DATA ELEMENTS

APEC economies will explore the feasibility of harmonizing among APEC economies common data elements based on international standards under the auspices of WCO for customs processing of cargo to facilitate international trade.

EXPRESS CONSIGNMENTS

APEC economies will implement principles contained in the WCO Immediate Release Guidelines, the international standard procedures for clearance of express goods, working in partnership with express industry associations.

INTEGRITY

APEC economies will implement programs to raise the level of integrity of customs systems.

CUSTOMS-BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP
APEC economies will enable the cooperation and communication between Customs and the business sector through the establishment of permanent and regular liaison/consultation channels and the development of Customs-Business partnership by signing Memoranda of understanding or other instruments of cooperative arrangement with relevant players/parties in the business sector.

COMMON FIELD SURVEYS

APEC economies will work towards conducting common field surveys on the time required for cargo clearance, recognizing the necessity of a common yardstick.

IMPLEMENTATION, TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT

APEC economies will develop implementation plans and a framework for coordinated technical assistance and human resources development in support of the above Collective Actions, with particular emphasis placed on implementation of customs procedure-related agreements such as the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement, the TRIPS Agreement and the Rules of Origin Agreement (ROO).

PROMOTION OF DIALOGUE WITH THE BUSINESS/PRIVATE SECTOR

APEC economies will promote dialogue with the business/private sector (importers, exporters, customs brokers, forwarders, etc.) within each economy to assist in improving customs-related trade practices.

COUNTER-TERRORISM
APEC economies will develop a proposal to promote counter-terrorism cooperation in support of the APEC Leaders’ Statement through various means such as the promotion of Customs Mutual Assistance Agreements and the use of existing customs networks.  
The current CAP relating to customs procedures can be found in the Customs Procedures Collective Action Plan.
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	Chile’s Approach to Customs Procedures in 2008

	Section Greaten 


	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Activities/Measures 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Greater Public Availability of Information
	Customs Website is updated on a regular basis. Developing a new webpage for 2007.


	Continue to improve and update of relevant information in the web site, in Spanish and English.
It will be developed a new Intranet Website for an optimal information management for Custom Officers.
Chile Customs implement the Advance Publication in 2007, whereby all propose regulations are publish in advance in the website before it comes into force for comments of the trade parties.


	

	Paperless trading 


	Chilean Customs has continued developing a plan of automation. At present, it is implemented the Integrated System of Custom Operations that computerizes all customs declarations through internet.
	The Integrated System of Custom Operations has implemented the Air Cargo, Courier Cargo, Land Cargo and Sea Cargo Electronic Declarations through Internet.

It has continued improving and developing other areas of automation such as warehouses, transits and temporal admissions.
NEUGENT, it is a system of intelligent selection for high risk goods is in process of improvement and implementation.
  
	

	Provision of Temporary Importation Facilities


	Chile incorporated in its legislation the ATA Convention.
	
	

	Implementation of Clear Appeals Provisions 


	The FTA with Japan, USA, Korea, China and P4 (New Zealand, Singapore and Brunei) established provisions in order to guarantee the right of appeals of the customs decisions to administrative and judicial authorities.
	
	

	Alignment With WTO Valuation Agreement


	Tha WTO Valuation Agreement was completely implemented by the Law N° 19.912 and by the Resolution of Customs Service N° 4543 of november, 2003. This Resoluiton adopted the mechanisms established in the Valuation Agreement to the national legislation. This means was neccesary to modify the Compendium of Customs Rules on Valuation.


	Continuos training of customs officers in this matter.

Recently, 10 Custom Officers received a 3-day training session on Advance Rulings on Customs Valuation, Transfer Pricing and Bonds by the USCBP  in Washington.
	

	Adoption of Kyoto Convention 


	The Customs Service examined the Revised Kyoto Convention and concluded that the most of its provisions are very similar with the national provisions, and the principles of the Convention are included in the national provisions.
 
	
	

	Implementation of Harmonised System Convention


	Chile incorporated the HS 2007 in its legislation on January, 1st, 2007 (published at Official Gazette at December of 2006).
	Chile becomes a contracting party of the HS Convention (published at Official Gazette at January 24th of 2007).

	

	Implementation of an Advance Classification Ruling System


	Implemented. In the FTA with Japan, USA and Korea, China and P4 (New Zealand, Singapore and Brunei)   provided rules on advance ruling on classification.


	
	

	Implementation of the TRIPs Agreement


	Implemented by Law N° 19.912 and the Resolution of Customs N° 5026. Also, Customs Service has established a channel of communication with the Industrial Property Department.


	
	

	Development of a Compendium of Harmonised Trade Data Elements


	Not implemented. 
	
	

	Adoption of Systematic Risk Management Techniques

	Implemented.
	It is working in different areas, especially in the high risk goods area. At present, Customs is improving and implementing two new computarized programs called Neugent and Click View.

To strengthen the risk management techniques, will be develop an Automatic Selectivity Procedure through Internet for goods, based in advance filters and custom expertise.


	

	Implementation of WCO Guidelines on Express Consignment Clearance


	Implemented. The Resolution         N°4802, December, 2003, established the electronical trasmission of courier manifest. The Resolution N° 5162, December, 2003, provided a register for courier entreprises. 
	At present, Chile is working in developing new regulations for the express consignment sector.
Chilean Customs implemented a new Courier Rules to simplify the system, fulfil some free trade agreements, improve enforcement activities, reduce the operational costs, and obtain reliable information of imported goods and transaction costs. Resolution N° 928 from January 24th of 2008.

	

	Integrity


	During August, 2004, Seminar was developmented in Chile to customs officialas.
	At present, Chile is working in developing an integrity program. 
	

	Other Issues (this includes other Customs activities which facilitate trade which are not part of the SCCP CAP)


	
	Chilean Customs is studying and constantly signing Memorandums of understanding with the private sector in order to facilitate and improve international trade.

Chilean Customs through representatives continues participating in the negotiations of Free Trade Agreement with the Minister of Foreing Affairs. The last FTA with an APEC member was Japan.
Chilean Customs received on august 22th and 23th in 2007, Technical Assistance in Time Release Survey (TRS), from the Japanese and Korean Customs.
Actually, it’s working in the implementation of the WCO Guidelines for the adoption of the Authorized Economic Operators (AEO) for a smother and more secure trade.

Australia - Chile bilateral Free Trade Agreement conclude the Negotiations. 

	


	Improvements in Chile Approach to Customs Procedures since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Greater Public Availability of Information


	No web site.
	Implemented and improved the web-site. All relevant resolutions on customs matters are published in the Official Gazzete. 

	Alignment With UN/EDIFACT International Standards for Electronic Commerce/Paperless Trading


	Not implemented.
	The Customs Service has an automated system to entry and exit declarations, and has implemented the Integrated System of Custom Operations through Internet for the Air Cargo, Courier Cargo, Land Cargo and Sea Cargo. Today it’s working in the improvememnt of the Integrated System adding warehouse, transits and temporal admissions declarations.


	Provision of Temporary Importation Facilities


	
	

	Provision of Temporary Importation Facilitation


	Chile doesn’t access to the ATA Convention.
	Chile accessed ATA Convention.

	Alignment With WTO Valuation Agreement


	Chile used the reserves allowed by the WTO Valuation Agreement.
	Chile implemented and applies the WTO Valuation Agreement completely. 

	Adoption of Kyoto Convention


	Not implemented.
	Not implemented.

	Implementation of Harmonised System Convention


	Implemented HS 1996.
	Implemented HS 2007.

	Implementation of an Advance Classification Ruling System


	Implemented.
	Implemented.

	Implementation of the TRIPs Agreement


	Not implemented. 
	Implemented.

	Development of a Compendium of Harmonised Trade Data Elements


	Not implemented.
	Not implemented.

	Adoption of Systematic Risk Management Techniques


	Implemented.
	Implemented.
Automatic Selectivity Procedure through Internet.



	Implementation of WCO Guidelines on Express Consignment Clearance


	Implemented.
	Implemented.

New Courier Rules to modernize the System.



	Integrity


	Implemented.
	Implementing action program to anhance the Integrity.

	Other Improvements in Customs Procedures


	
	Implementing WCO Guidelines for the adoption of the Authorized Economic Operators (AEO).

Technical Assistance in Time Release Survey (TRS), from the Japanese and Korean Customs.

Australia - Chile bilateral Free Trade Agreement conclude the Negotiations. 



