
2008 Individual Action Plan for Canada

Highlights on Trade Facilitation Work cum Progress of implementation of Trade Facilitation Action Plan

In the Shanghai Accord, APEC Economic Leaders committed to implement the Trade Facilitation Principles with a view to reducing the transaction costs in the region by 5% by 2006.  Leaders, in 2002, further endorsed the Trade Facilitation Action Plan which laid down clear timelines for implementation in a progressive manner.  A mid-term review was conducted to review on the status of implementation at SOM III 2004.  

Recognizing that individual economy's actions are important in realizing the Leaders' commitment, members agreed at SOM II, 2002 that a report format should be developed for member economies to highlight their major trade facilitation achievements in their IAPs.  This report format largely resembles the one adopted by Leaders in 2002 with slight modification to facilitate members in reporting highlights on trade facilitation achievements while allowing for assessment of the progress of implementation on trade facilitation work taking into account the result of the mid-term review in 2004.  

Part I 
Highlights on Trade Facilitation Work

	Canada’s Approach to Trade Facilitation in 2008




	Key Improvements Implemented to Facilitate Trade in Various TILF Areas(Note 1)

	Area
	Improvements Made in 2008
	Cumulative Improvements
Since Shanghai Accord (Note 2)

	Customs Procedures

[Movement of Goods](Note 3)
	-


	-



	Standards and Conformance

[Standards](Note 3)
	-


	-



	Mobility of Business People

[Business Mobility](Note 3)
	-


	-



	Others

[Including Electronic Commerce] (Note 3)
	Electronic Commerce Policy
Trust and Confidence

· Internationally, Canada participates in discussion at OECD, ITU, APEC and the G8 to develop harmonized and effective responses to cyber threats. Also, Canada developed MOUs with trade partners such as the UK, Australia, Japan and Taiwan.

· Canada promotes the development of private sector voluntary measures to combat spam and other related cyber threats, notably through organizations such as the Messaging Anti-Abuse Working Group (MAAWG).

· Canada promotes the co-ordination of cyber threat law enforcement mechanisms through the “London Action Plan” (regulator group).

Privacy

· Canada continues to be engaged in ongoing efforts within the APEC Electronic Commerce Steering Group to implement the APEC Privacy Framework, specifically through the development of a Data Privacy Pathfinder system for responsible and accountable flows of personal information within the APEC region. Canada’s Privacy Commissioner played an important role within the OECD’s Working Party on Information Security and Privacy (WPISP) in the development of practical tools for privacy law enforcement collaboration. These are also included as part of the APEC Pathfinder Framework project.

· Canada is engaged in ongoing international efforts to implement the APEC Privacy Framework, specifically the development and implementation of a Cross Border Privacy Rules system.

· The Government is currently developing legislative options to implement the commitments it made in its Response to the Parliamentary Report on the Review of PIPEDA.  Included is a mandatory requirement for reporting and notification of data breaches and other measures to protect consumers, preserve public safety, address marketplace needs and ensure effective governance and oversight. 
Free Flow of Information

· In February 2008, Canada signed, with the U.S. and Mexico, a Statement on the Free Flow of Information and Trade in North America to SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 serve as a catalyst for the development of electronic commerce and online business in North America. This Statement aims to address current uncertainties in the online market place related to the use of electronic information in support of transborder trade in services.  Also, it formally established a Trilateral Committee on Transborder Data Flows whose mandate is to address problems that inhibit cross-border services trade that involves computerized information flows.
Chapter on Electronic Commerce in Free Trade Agreements

· In May 2008, Canada concluded negotiations of a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Peru and on June 2008 another one with Colombia. For the first time, these FTAs included a comprehensive chapter on electronic commerce.

· The aim of having this chapter is to help providing a supportive environment for the growth of electronic commerce. This chapter stresses the importance of a modern domestic policy framework addressing new digital economy issues such as privacy protection, consumer protection and paperless trade, and promotes international cooperation on these issues.

· As part of this, Canada has agreed with Peru and Colombia to have a moratorium on customs duties for products delivered electronically.


	· Introduced measures to address policy concerns and challenges related to the vulnerability of the Internet and the current threats to its reliability, trustworthiness and sustainability.  Measures introduced include a set of “Principles for Electronic Authentication”.  A variety of other measures, aimed at making a safer, more secure Internet are under development, including work on the management of digital identities. 

· Secure banking: Canadian credit card issuers have introduced more secure on-line payment systems to boost trust and confidence in the retail on-line e-commerce environment.  
· Protection of personal information: Guidance to provincial governments in the development of legislation to protect personal information in the marketplace.

· Security: promotion and implementation of OECD Guidelines on the Security of Information Systems and networks in the domestic marketplace and in international fora, such as the UN, APEC and WSIS.
· Canada's Task Force on Spam submitted its final report, entitled Stopping Spam: Creating a Stronger, Safer Internet, on May 17, 2005. The report includes a range of recommendations aimed at stopping spam and ensuring confidence in the e-economy including more rigorous law enforcement, public education, policy development and legislation. A number of key recommendations have been implemented, notably industry Best Practices and ongoing international cooperation.

· A set of APEC Anti-Spam Principles and Implementation Guidelines, that Canada assisted in developing have been adopted by APEC Telecommunications Ministers.

· In 2006/7, Parliament conducted the first five-year statutory review of the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA).  The Committee tabled its Report and recommendations on May 2, 2007.In its October 2007 Response to the Report, the Government committed to a number of amendments to improve the effectiveness of the Act in protecting the privacy of Canadians.  

· Canada led the development of an OECD policy framework and practical tools for privacy law enforcement, which resulted in an OECD Recommendation on Cross-border Cooperation in the Enforcement of Laws Protecting Privacy.  The aim of this work is to enhance cooperation between data protection authorities and develop effective international mechanisms to facilitate cross-border privacy law enforcement cooperation.


	Case Study of a Trade Facilitation Initiative

-


	Key Improvements Planned for 2009 (Note 4)
-




Part II 
Progress of Implementation of Trade Facilitation Action Plan

In accordance with the Trade Facilitation Action Plan, a menu of concrete actions and measures for trade facilitation was approved in 2002.  The selection of actions and measures was completed in SOM I 2003 and the implementation should commence immediately afterwards or as soon as practicable.  This report format summarizes the progress of implementation of actions and measures selected by individual economy, and progress made since 2004.  

	Overview on Implementation of Trade Facilitation Actions and Measures since Shanghai Accord



	Menu of 
Actions and Measures (Note 5) 


	No of Items
Selected 

[a]
	No of Items
Implemented 

[b]
	No of Items
Completed

[c]
	No of Items
in Progress 

[d] = [b] –[c]
	No of Items
Pending
Implementation 
[e]  = [a] – [b]

	Customs Procedures
	42  [-3]
	40 [5]
	31 [6]
	9 [-1]
	2 [-8]

	Standards 
	
	
	
	
	

	Business Mobility 
	
	
	
	
	

	Electronic Commerce
	16 [5]
	16 [5]
	12 [9]
	4 [-4]
	0 [0]

	Others (if any)
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	











(Note 1) 	As customs procedures, standards and conformance, and mobility of business people are major areas for trade facilitation, separate entries for reporting initiatives, if any, in these TILF areas are designated.  For improvements implemented in the remaining TILF areas (viz tariffs, non-tariff measures, services, investment, intellectual property rights, competition policy, government procurement, deregulation/‌regulatory review and reform, implementation of WTO obligations (including rules of origin), dispute mediation, and information gathering & analysis), please report them, if any, under “Others”.  Electronic Commerce is grouped under "Others".


(Note 2) 	Economies may select the more important cumulative improvements since the adoption of the Shanghai Accord for reporting.  Hence not all initiatives reported in the current year column have to be repeated as cumulative improvements.


(Note 3) 	The caption used in the menu of concrete actions and measures for trade facilitation is repeated here for reference.


(Note 5) 	The menu of concrete actions and measures for trade facilitation lists out 97 items of actions and measures, with breakdown as follows: Customs Procedures - 60, Standards – 20, Business Mobility – 6, Electronic Commerce – 11.  Using the item number of the menu as the basis, report in column (a) the total number of trade facilitation actions and measure selected from the menu.  Report in column (b) if implementation of any action or measure under that item has commenced.  Report in column (c) if implementation of all actions and measures under that item have been completed.  Report in column (d) if implementation of any actions and measures under that item has yet to complete. Report on square bracket any changes since 2004.
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