	Individual Action Plan Update for Vietnam for 2007

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how [economy] is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) Note 1
	Improvements made since  2006 IAP Note 2
	Further Improvements Planned Note 2

	Tariffs
	Implementing WTO tariff commitments:

· Issued Decision 39/2006/QD-BTC dated 28 July 2006 of the Ministry of Finance promulgating the Export Tariff and the Preferential Import Tariff;

· Issued Decision 78/2006/QD-BTC dated 29 December 2006 of the Ministry of Finance on amending a number of tariff rates in order to deploy the Protocol for accession to WTO of Viet Nam;

· Issued Decision 77/2006/QD-BTC dated 29 December 2006 of the Ministry of Finance promulgating the list of commodities and their import tax rates for application of duty quotas;

· Issued Decision 35/2006/QD-BTC of the Ministry of Finance dated 12 June 2006 promulgating the List of goods and their special preferential import tax rates of Viet Nam for year 2006 to implement the ASEAN-China Goods Trading Agreement.


	· Continue to reduce tariff in accordance with WTO commitments;

· Continue to reduce tariff in accordance with CEPT commitments;

· To amend and supplement Decision 09/2006/QD-BTC promulgating the List of goods and preferential import tax rates of Viet Nam in order to implement the ASEAN Agreement on Common Effective Preferential Tariffs in the period of 2006 - 2013;

· To issue a Decision promulgating the List of goods and preferential import tax rates of Viet Nam to implement the ACFTA 2007- 2008.

	Non-Tariff Measures
	· Issued Decree 90/2007/ND-CP of the Government dated 31 May 2007 on Exporting rights and Importing rights of Foreign Traders without presence in Viet Nam;

· Issued Decree 55/2007/ND-CP of the Government dated 6 April 2007 on petroleum trading;

· Issued Decision 35/2006/QD-BTM dated 8 December 2006 of the Ministry of Trade* on tariff quotas applied for chicken eggs, duck eggs, material tobacco, salt, refinery sugar and raw sugar. With regard to refined sugar and raw sugar, the Ministry of Trade* issues import licenses in accordance with tariff quotas for traders using sugar as manufacturing materials as regulated by the Ministry of Industry*;

· Issued Inter-ministerial Circular 01/2007/TTLT-BTM-BCN dated 10 January 2007 of the Ministry of Trade* – Ministry of Industry* on the import of cigarettes, cigars as regulated in the Government’s Decree 12/2006/ND-CP dated 23 January 2006, which provides detailed regulations on the implementation of the Commercial Law on international purchasing, activities of agents, processed goods and transited goods with foreign counterparts.


	· To draft an Inter-Ministerial Circular, which amends and supplements the Circular 04 dated 12 February 2006 which provides guidance on imports or domestic purchase of goods, re-exports and transfer of goods under use by Diplomatic agencies, Consular agencies and Representative office of international organizations, who enjoy exemption rights in Viet Nam;

· To draft a Circular to guide the implementation of Decree 23/2007/ND-CP dated 12 December 2007 providing detailed provisions for the Commercial Law on the purchase of goods by Foreign Invested Enterprises and on export-import activities of Foreign Traders without presence in Viet Nam;

· To draft a Circular to guide the implementation of the Decree on Exporting and Importing rights of Foreign Traders without presence in Viet Nam;

· To draft an Inter-Ministerial Circular to regulate on registration of organizations and individuals that import wasted materials;

· To revise the guidance of Ministries and governmental agencies on line management in accordance with the Government’s Decree 12/2006/ND-CP.

· To draft a Decision on the mechanism for temporary imports and re-exports of petroleum. 



	Services


	Banking services:

· Issued Decree 141/2006/ND-CP dated 22 November 2006 of the Government on the list of legal capital of credit institutions;

· Issued Decree 69/2007/ND-CP dated 20 April 2007 on foreign investors’ acquiring shares of Viet Nam’s commercial banks;

· Issued Decree 160/2006/ND-CP dated 28 December 2006 providing guidance for the implementation of the Ordinance on Foreign Exchange;

· Issued Circular 09/2006/TT-NHNN dated 7 September 2006 on “buying and renting operation in the form of financial leasing as regulated in Decree 16/2001/ND-CP dated 2 May 2001 and Decree 65/2005/ND-CP dated 19 May 2005 on organization and operation of financial leasing companies”;

· Issued Circular 09/2006/TT-NHNN dated 23 October 2006 on “selling receivables from financial leasing as regulated in Decree 16/2001/ND-CP dated 2 May 2001 and Decree 65/2005/ND-CP dated 19 May 2005 on organization and operation of financial leasing companies";

· Issued Decree 22/2006/ND-CP dated 28 February 2006 on organization and operation of foreign bank branch, joint venture bank, 100% foreign owned bank, representative offices of foreign credit institutions in Viet Nam;

Accounting and auditing services:

· Issued Circular 60/2006/TT-BTC dated 28 June 2006 providing guidelines on criteria and conditions for establishment and operation of auditing enterprises; 

· Issued Decision 19/2006/QD-BTC dated 30 March 2006 promulgating the accounting regimes for administrative and professional units; 

· Issued Circular 53/2006/TT-BTC of the Ministry of Finance dated 12 June 2006 guiding the application of enterprise administration accounting regime;

· Issued Decision 48/2006/QD-BTC of the Ministry of Finance dated 14 September 2006 promulgating the accounting regime applicable to small- and medium-sized enterprises.

Communication services:

· Promulgated new regulations on the management of post and telecommunication service pricing;

· Promulgated regulations on bidding, ordering and plans for production and supply of public products and services; 

· Approved the Charter for organization and operation of Viet Nam Post and Telecommunication Corporation; 

· Promulgated Regulations on Dispute Settlement and Guidelines for Dispute Settlement between the service users and the suppliers of post, parcel carrier, telecommunications and internet services; 

· Regulated the limit on compensation for damages with regard to post and parcel currier services; 

· Promulgated Regulations on the quality of post and telecommunications; adjusting the service rates for international parcel delivery provided by Viet Nam Post and Telecommunication Corporation; 

· Operation requirements, licensing conditions, qualifications of service providers in the field of parcel courier have been made more transparent and detailed in the relevant legal documents;

· Operation requirements as applicable to the provision of telecommunication services have been made more transparent and detailed in accordance with the process of Viet Nam being an official member to the WTO;

· Licensing conditions and qualifications of the service providers have been made transparent and detailed in the Telecommunication Decree.

Cultural services:

· Promulgated the Cinematograph Law;

· Promulgated Decree 11/2006/ND-CP dated 18 January 2006 promulgating the Regulations on public cultural activities and commercial provision of cultural services.

Medical services:

· Promulgated Circular 07/2007/TT-BYT dated 25 May 2007 of the Ministry of Trade* to provide guidelines on medical practice, tradition medical practice and private medical equipment;

· Having been preparing the Law on Medical Check-up and Treatment which will govern the practice of both the public and private medical sector.

Tourism services:

· Submitted the government documents which provides guidelines for implementing the Tourism Law including:

· A Decree on detailed provisions for implementing the Tourism Law;

· A Decree on penalty of administrative violations in tourism field. 

Energy services:

· Carried out Decrees that implement the Law on Electricity and sub-law documents that have been adopted by the Government, including: 

· The Schedule of Electricity Market approved by the Prime Minister (01/2006);

· Regulations on conditions, procedures for the issuance, amendment, revocation and management of electricity operating license (in conjunction with Decision 32/2006/QD-BCN dated 06 September 2006).

Air transportation services:

· From 1 December 2007 Viet Nam is a member to the WTO. Its commitments in the field of air transportation came in force and effect (including marketing, sale of air transportation services, computer-based booking, maintenance and repair of airplanes);

· The 2006 Law on Civil Aviation became in effect from 1 January 2007, replacing the 1991 Law on Civil Aviation and the 1995 Law on Amendments to and Supplements of the Law on Civil Aviation;

· Issued Decree 76/2007/ND of the Government dated 9 May 2007 on air transportation business and common aviation activities. 

· Signed, amended and supplemented civil aviation agreements with France, Japan and Macao;

· Signed the Protocol to amend the 2002 Memorandum of Understanding on ASEAN air transportation of goods (in 2/2007);

· Participated in the preparation and implementation of documents concerning cooperation for integration and liberalization of air transportation in ASEAN, including the Multilateral Agreement on Liberalization of goods transport and the Multilateral Agreement on liberalization of ASEAN air transportation of goods.

Maritime transportation services:

Viet Nam’s commitments in the WTO on sea transportation are generally higher than those of preceding members, so it is highly facilitated for foreign suppliers of maritime transportation services to access the market of Viet Nam. Viet Nam has issued a number of new legal documents as follows:

· Decree 71/2007/ND-CP dated 25 July 2006 on the management of seaports and sea routes;

· Decree 49/2006/ND-CP dated 18 May 2006 on Ship Registration, Purchase and Sale (revoking Decree 91/CP dated 23 August 1997 of the Government promulgating the Regulation on sea-going ship and crew member registration, Decree 23/2001/ND-CP dated 30 May 2001 of the Government on amending and supplementing a number of articles of the regulation on the registration of sea-going ships and crew members issued in conjunction with Decree 91/CP dated 23 August 1997 and Decree 99/1998/ND-CP dated 28 November 1998 on the management of sea-going ships purchase and sale.

Railways transportation services:

· The Government and the Ministry of Transportation have issued mostly all the needed documents to guide the implementation of the Law on Railways, creating a legal basis for all economic sectors to participate in the provision of railways transportation services, towards elimination of state enterprise’s monopoly position, in particular the following documents:

· Decree 109/2006/ND-CP dated 22 September 2006 detailing and guiding the implementation of a number of articles of the Railway Law;

· Decision 01/2006/QD-BGTVT dated 4 January 2006 promulgating the Regulation on the transport of passengers, luggage and consigned parcels on national railways;

· Decision 05/2006/QD-BGTVT dated 13 January 2006 promulgating the “Regulation on transportation of cargoes on national railways”;

· Decision 15/2006/QD-BGTVT dated 4 May 2006 promulgating branch standard “Railway means of transportation – Passenger Carriage – Technical requirements for newly manufactured/assembled products”;

· Decision 22/2006/QD-BGTVT dated 4 May 2006 promulgating branch standard 22 TCN 348-06: “Technical and environmental protection requirements of railway means of transport”;

· Decision 23/2006/QD-BGTVT dated 4 May 2006 promulgating branch standard 22 TCN 349-06 “Railway means of transport - Carriages - Methods for inspection upon manufacture and assembly”.

Land transportation services:

· Documents to guide the implementation of the 2001 Law on Land transportation have been reviewed and amended, supplemented to adapt to the current situation, facilitate the operation of enterprises supplying land transportation services. In particular:

· Decree 110/2006/ND-CP dated 28 September 2006 on conditions for automobile transport business;

· Decision 15/2007/QD-BGTVT dated 26 March 2007 amending and supplementing a number of articles and clauses of the Regulation on passenger car terminals, promulgated together with the Transport Minister’s Decision No. 08/2005/QD-BGTVT dated 10 January 2005;

· Decision 16/2007/QD-BGTVT dated 26 March 2007 promulgating the Regulation on passenger transport by automobiles along fixed routes, tourist transport contracts and tourist transport by automobiles;

· Decision 17/2007/QD-BGTVT dated 26 March 2007 promulgating the Regulation on passenger transport by taxi;

· Carrying out provisions of the Annexes and Protocol to implement the GMS Treaty;

· Negotiating with China to amend the Agreement on Land Transportation between Viet Nam and China;

· Carrying out the Agreement on Land Transportation between Viet Nam and Cambodia;

· Carrying out procedures to amend the Agreement on Land Transportation between Viet Nam and Laos.

Inland waterways transportation services:

· The Government and the Ministry of Transportation have finalized documents guiding the implementation of the Law on inland waterways transportation, creating the legal basis for all economic sectors to participate in the provision of inland waterways transportation services.

Distribution services:

· Promulgated Decree 55/2007/ND-CP dated 6 April 2007 on petroleum products trade mechanism;

· Promulgated Decree 39/2007/ND-CP dated 16 March 2007 on individual’s trading activities independently, regularly without business registration.

Environmental services:

· Issued Decision 12/2006/QD-BTNMT of the Minister of Natural Resources and Environment dated September 8, 2006 promulgating the list of scraps permitted to be imported for use as raw materials for production;

· Issued Decision 14/2006/QD-BTNMT of Minister of Natural Resources and Environment dated September 8, 2006, promulgating the Regulation on order of and procedures for submission, appraisal, consideration and approval of mineral deposits in mineral exploration reports;

· Issued Decision 15/2006/QD-BTNMT of September 8, 2006 promulgating the list of refrigerating equipment using CFC which are banned from import;

· Issued Decision 17/2006/QD-BTNMT of October 12, 2006, promulgating the Regulation on grant of practice permits for underground water drilling;

· Issued Decision 22/2006/QD-BTNMT of December 18, 2006, on the compulsory application of Viet Nam environmental standards;

· Issued Decision 23/2006/QD-BTNMT of December 26, 2006, promulgating the list of hazardous wastes;

· Issued Circular 08/2006/TT-BTNMT of September 8, 2006 guiding the strategic environment assessment, environmental impact assessment and environmental protection commitments;

· Issued Circular 10/2006/TT-BTNMT of December 12, 2006, guiding the preparation of clean development mechanism projects under the Kyoto Protocol;

· Issued Circular 12/2006/TT-BTNMT guiding the practice conditions, procedures for compilation of dossiers, registration and licensing of hazardous waste management practice and identification numbers;

· Amended Decree 80/2008/ND-CP dated 09 August 2006 of the Government guiding the implementation of certain articles of the Law on Environment Protection.

	Banking services:

· To issue a new Law on State Bank of Viet Nam;

· To issue a new Law on Credit Institutions;

· To issue the Law on Banking Supervision;

· To issue the Law on Deposits Insurance Law;

· To formulate a Decree on organization and operation of commercial banks to replace Decree 49/2000/ND-CP dated 12 September 2000;

· To formulate a Decree amending and supplementing Decree 28/2005/ND-CP dated 9 March 2005 on organization and operation of micro-finance institutions in Viet Nam;

· To formulate a Decree amending and supplementing Decree 16/2001/ND-CP dated 2 May 2001 and Decree 65/2005/ND-CP dated 19 May 2005 on organization and operation of financial leasing company;

· To formulate a Decree amending and supplementing Decree 79/2002/ND-CP dated 4 October 2002 on organization and operation of finance company;

· To formulate a Decree on organization and operation of the Banking Supervision to replace Decree 91/1999/ND-CP dated 4 September 1999;

· To formulate a Decree providing guidelines on applying the Bankruptcy Law to credit institutions;

· To formulate a Circular providing the implementation of Decree 22/2006/ND-CP dated 28 February 2006 on organization and operation of foreign bank branch, joint venture bank, 100% foreign owned bank, representative offices of foreign credit institutions in Viet Nam.

Insurance services:

· To amend Decree 42/2001/ND-CP and Decree 43/2001/ND-CP;

· The grant of licenses for the establishment and operation of insurance enterprises will be considered to match the planning and orientation for the development of the insurance market, the financial market of Viet Nam and to comply with international treaties and agreements to which Viet Nam is a signatory.

Accounting and auditing services:

· To issue a Decision promulgating the accounting regime for social insurance;

· To issue a Decision promulgating the accounting regime for non-public sectors;

· To issue a Decision promulgating regulations on the supervision of quality of accounting and auditing services.

· To issue a Circular guiding the registration for practice of accounting services;

· To issue a Decision replacing Decision 43/2004/QD-BTC dated 26 April 2004 on the Issued "the regulations on training and issuing the chief accountant certificate”.

· To issue a Decision replacing Decision 59/2004/QD-BTC dated 09/07/2004 issuing “regulations on auditor entrance examination of auditor certificates and accounting practicing certificates”.

· To issue a Decision promulgating Regulations on the selection of auditing company to audit the share offering organizations, the listing organizations and the share dealing organizations;

· To organize training and quality examination in accordance with the international program and standard procedures for Certified Public Accountants (CPA).

Communication services:

· Continue to finalize and promulgate legal documents concerning the licensing for the provision of post services, including: the Law on Post, regulations on public post services; regulations on dedicated post services; standards for popular post services; regulations on the dedicated post network;

· Prepare a Government’s Decree on management of courier services, including regulations on the licensing and registration with the Ministry of Post and Telecommunication for the provision of courier services;

· Continue to finalize and promulgate legal documents in the field of telecommunication, including: the Law on Telecommunication, the Law on Radio Wave Frequency and others.

Cultural services:

· To issue the Law on Advertising;

· To issue the Amended Law on Press;

· To issue the Law on Art Performance;

· To issue a Decree of the Government to provide detailed guidelines for the implementation of the Cinematograph Law;

· To issue a Decree of the Government regulating foreign investment in the domain of culture and information;

· To issue a Decision of the Minister of Culture and Information on the Issued Regulations on Bidding for Selection of film producers;

· To issue a Decision of the Minister of Culture and Information on the Issued Regulations on approving and categorizing films;

· To issue a Decision of the Minister of Culture and Information on the Issued Regulations on Approval of Film Scripts;

· To issue a Decision of the Minister of Culture and Information on the Issued Regulations on Production, Publication, Import and export, Circulation, Trade in tapes, music discs, dramas;

· To issue a Decision of the Minister of Culture and Information on the Issued Regulations on licensing press activities;

· To carry out a Project for the Strategic Development of Viet Nam Advertising by 2010 with view to 2020;

· To carry out a Project for the Master Plan and Development of the Viet Namese Art Performance in the period of 2006-2010 with orientation to 2020;

· To carry out a Project for enhancing Statement management over advertising service activities;

· To establish the Master Plan for the development of local radio and television broadcastings by 2010 and the following years;

· To establish the Master Plan for development of the cinematograph industry.

Medical services:

· Continue to consider the issuance of medical practice certificates to nursing staff who are foreigners working in Viet Nam;

· To propose the inclusion of the Law on Medical Check-up and Treatment in the law adoption agenda of the National Assembly, Session XII;

· Continue to develop and finalize the draft Law on Medical Check-up and Treatment to submit to the National Assembly by the end of 2008.
Tourism services:

· Changing foreign equity ratio in joint-venture after Viet Nam’s accession into WTO;

· To draft Circular on guideline for implementing Decree on detailed provisions and guidelines for implementation of articles of the Tourism Law; 

· To formulate the scheme of expanding the activity of right-wheeled drive tourist caravans to Viet Nam; 

· To formulate the scheme of attracting international tourists to Viet Nam when Viet Nam is a member of WTO; 

· To formulate the scheme of increasing public service quality in tourist incoming gate points; 

· To implement the Tourism human resources development Plan until 2015;

· Continue to improve Viet Nam Tourism Occupational Standards (VTOS) in accordance with the skill standards of APEC;

· To issue a Decision on economical – technical norms, documents and procedures to classify tourist accommodations. 

Energy services:

· Development of the national energy policy until 2020 and orientation to 2050:

The draft Strategy for the National Energy Development until 2025, with orientation to 2050 has been submitted tothe Government for consideration and approval. 

· Diversification of investments in electricity development:

In policy: the draft plan for development of Viet Nam electricity every 10 years: 2006-2015-2025 has been submitted to the Government for consideration and approval, with the orientation of continuing diversification of investment in electricity by calling for investment from the private sector (both local and foreign investors), for their involvement in the development of electricity sources and the electricity distributing grids.

The electricity sector is privatizing a number of power plants, electricity distributing companies, in particular: privatizing 13 units in 2006-2007; 15 units in 2007; establishing 30 new joint stock companies; privatizing 5 units in 2008 and 4 units in 2009. 

· The following related projects/legal documents are being developed:

· To prepare a project to restructure the electricity industry;

· To design a detailed electricity market model;

· To prepare legal documents governing the electricity market, including:

· Regulations for an operational competitive market;

· Regulations on conditions to enter the market;

· Regulations on the electricity network;

· Regulations on electricity measuring;

· Regulations on settlement of disputes and claims on the basis of a competitive electricity market; 

· To prepare the electricity tariff;

· To prepare regulation on the planning and licensing of electricity activities.
Air transportation services:

· Continue to issue guiding documents to form a complete system of legal documents governing the air transportation services;

· To implement provisions of the 2006 Law on Civil Aviation;

· To negotiate, amend and supplement, sign bilateral agreement on air transportation with Malaysia, Bahrain, Tunisia, Belarus, Qatar;

· Continue to participate in the finalization and to conclude the Multilateral Agreement on liberalization of air transportation of goods in ASEAN;

· Continue to participate in the finalization and to conclude the Multilateral Agreement on liberalization of air transportation in ASEAN.

Maritime transportation services:

· Continue to prepare and finalize legal documents of the Government, of the Prime Minister and of the Minister of Transportation guiding the implementation of the Maritime Code of Viet Nam, including Decrees on maritime navigation, management and exploitation of seaport infrastructure, Decision on health standards as applicable to drivers of motor vehicles, Ordinance on ship arrest;

· Continue to study and amend Decree 125/2003/ND-CP dated 29 October 2003 on international multimodal transportation;

· To prepare a Decree regarding business conditions for maritime service provisions to replace Decree 10/2001/ND-CP and Decree 57/2001/ND-CP, estimated to be completed by Quarter III/2007.

Railways transportation services:

· Continue to issue and finalize legal documents guiding the implementation of the Law on Railways, such as:

· a Decree of the Government or Decision of the Prime Minister on the promulgation of “rates and modes of collection of railways transportation operating fees”;

· a Decision of the Prime Minister on the promulgation of “rates and modes of collection of fees for the use of railways infrastructure and fees for the rent of railways infrastructure”;

· a Decision of the Minister of Transportation on “conditions, contents of and procedures for the Issued safety certificates and types of railways transportation operators subject to the safety certificate requirement”.

Land transportation services:

· Continue to review to amend and supplement legal documents that still have provisions restricting the free right to conduct business of enterprise;

· To issue a Circular guiding the Issued tickets and transportation pricing (a joint-Circular between the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Transportation);

· To conclude the amendment of the Agreement on Land Transportation between Viet Nam and China.

Inland waterways transportation services:

· To review to amend and supplement a number of legal documents of the Ministry of Transportation guiding the implementation of the Law on inland waterways transportation;

· To review to amend and supplement the 1998 Agreement on waterways transportation between Viet Nam and Cambodia. 

Distribution services:

· To implement the newly-issued 02 Decree 55/2007/ND-CP and Decree 39/2007/ND-CP;

· To implement Decree 119/2007/ND-CP dated 18 July 2007 on cigarette production and trading;

· To draft a Circular guiding the implementation of Decree 119/2007/ND-CP;

· To draft a Decree of the Government on liquidified petroleum gas trading.

Environmental services:

· To issue a Government’s Decree on compensation for environmental damages;

· To develop a mechanism for collecting used or disposed products;

· To survey and study the logical and practical bases of, and modeling the economic value of, environment elements and economic damages due to pollution and environment downgrading;

· To survey and study the logical and practical bases for the development of a policy and regulatory system for promotion of 3R (reduction, recycling and re-use of wastes) in Viet Nam.



	Investment


	The Government of Viet Nam has issued a number of documents, which guide the implementation of the Investment Law and Enterprise Law as follows:

· Decree 108/2006/ND-CP dated 22 September 2006, which provides details for the implementation of Investment Law (effective since 26 October 2006)

· Decree 101/2006/ND-CP dated 21 September 2006, which provides regulations on re-registration, transformation and registration for changing investment certificates of foreign invested enterprises in accordance with the Investment Law and Enterprises Law (effective since 22 October 2006)

· Decree 78/2006/ND-CP dated 9 August 2006, which provides detailed provisions on direct investment in foreign countries (effective since 31 August 2006)

· Decree 78/2007/ND-CP dated 22 September 2007, which provides provisions on investment in the forms of BOT, BTO and BT.

· Decision 1088/QD-BKH dated 19 October 2006 on the Issued standard documents on implementing investment procedures in Viet Nam (effective since 19 October 2006)

· Decree 88/2006/ND-CP dated 8 September 2006 of the Government on business registration (effective since 27 September 20076)

· Circular 03/2006/TT-BKH dated 19 October 2006 of the Ministry of Planning and Investment, which provides guidance on business registration procedures as stipulated in Decree 88/2006/ND-CP dated 29 August 2006 of the Government on Business registration (effective since 19 October 2006).


	· To promulgate a Decree to guide the implementation of Enterprise Law;

· To continue studying the possibility of opening more investment areas and diversifying investment forms to adapt with the roadmap of business renovation and the international economic integration;

· To encourage all economic sectors, including foreign investment, to participate in constructing the socio-economic infrastructure, in particular transportation works, seaports, electricity and water supply, hospitals, schools, entertainment complexes, urban areas;

· To issue a Circular to guide the implementation of Decree on investment in the forms of BOT, BTO and BT;

· Continue to decentralize investment governance to provide more rights for provincial people’s committees and industrial zone.

· Continue to sign bilateral agreements on investment with APEC economies and non-APEC economies; 

· To provide a Decree, which provide detailed provisions for the implementation Viet Nam’s WTO commitments on investment;

· To issue guiding documents on the implementation of business rights and distribution rights of foreign investors/foreign invested enterprises in accordance with Viet Nam commitments with WTO;

· To implement Viet Nam commitments with WTO on TRIMs and industrial subsidies;

· To submit for approval of the President the accession of Viet Nam to the 1965 Washington Convention on dispute settlement on investment between states and citizens of other states (ICSID)

· To continue negotiating and signing agreements on double taxation avoidance with APEC members as well as non-members

· To step by step remove monopoly, remain only conditional domestic protection in consistence with international commitments; to create favorable conditions for foreign investment, especially in the areas of services, steel, power, cement, infrastructure…

· To review foreign investment related legal documents; to amend, supplement or invalidate inappropriate documents;

· To carry out Viet Nam’s bilateral and multilateral commitments with regard to investment.

· To address properly concerns of enterprises to facilitate their performance;

· To continue study solutions to reduce investment costs, to increase business efficiency of foreign invested enterprises, especially in areas such as transportation charges and advertisement charges;

· To review licensing procedures and procedures for implementing foreign invested projects to remove unnecessary procedures.

	Standards and Conformance


	· So far, Viet Nam has set out 6200 National Standards (TCVN), of which, 2077 standards are fully harmonized with international, regional and foreign standards such as ISO, IEC, Codex, ASTM, BS. At the moment, Viet Nam has 141 technical departments and sub-departments that carry out the setting of national standards;

· In 2006, Viet Nam promulgated 196 national standards; of which, 11 TCVN are fully harmonized with IEC and ISO/IEC standards, including prioritized areas for harmonization within APEC (information technology, safety of civil electric equipment and electro magnetic comparability);

· Finalized the draft Law on Quality to submit to the National Assembly;

· Finalized draft Decrees and Circulars guiding the implementation of the Law on Standards and Technical Regulations;

· Having been operating the TBT network in accordance with the TBT Agreement of the WTO;

· Actively participated in the Food MRA pathfinder;

· Promoted Good regulatory practice (GRP);


	· To continue to harmonize national standards with international and regional standards;

· To submit to the National Assembly the draft Law on Quality for approval by the end of 2007;

· To issue a Government’s Decree and Ministeral Circulars to guide the implementation of the Law on Standards and Technical Regulations in 2007.



	Customs Procedures


	· Carried out legal documents guiding the implementation of the 2001 Customs Law, the 2005 Law on Amendments to and Supplement of the Customs Law;

· Promulgated the 2005 Law on Amendments to and Supplements of the Customs Law and its guiding documents to adapt to the integration requirements;

· Amended and supplmented Decree 154 and Circular 112 providing detailed guidelines for certain articles of the Customs Law regarding examination procedures, customs supervision in line with Viet Nam’s commitments in the WTO and  customs modernization;

· Expanded the application of e-customs clearance procedures in accordance with Decision 149/QD-TTg;

· Applied IT in customs procedures, in risk management;

· Established the list of Viet Nam imported and exported goods and the AHTN list in accordance with HS 2007;

· Amended and supplemented Circular 85/2003/TT-BTC on goods classification;

· On 29/11/2006, the National Assembly issued the Law on Tax Administration 78/2006/QH11;

· Reviewed and revised laws, decrees and their guiding documents to adapt to the standards of the revised Kyoto Convention.
	· To finalize customs procedures, including
· The procedures for e-customs clearance for imported and exported goods;

· The procedures for clearance of processed goods;

· The procedures for customs clearance concerning entry and exit of inter-country trains;

· The customs procedures for the pilot one-check at Lao Bao bordergate; 

· The procedures for examination of goods origin;

· The procedures to deal with complaints regarding goods classification and origin.

· To coordinate with related ministries and agencies to establish one-stop custom procedures;

· To develop a database for the purposes of price valuation, risk management and post-clearance inspection;

· Continue to finalize documents guiding the implemnetation of the Customs Law and the Law on Tax Administration;

· To review current provisions of law in parallel with international commitments to finalize customs-related legal documents;

· To improve the quality of training and dissemination of provisions of laws to customs officials and the business community.



	Intellectual Property Rights


	Viet Nam has promulgated a number of legal documents guiding the implementation of the IP Law in order to conform to WTO requirements as follows:

· Decree 100/2006/ND-CP dated September 21, 2006 of the Government detailing and guiding the implementation of a number of provisions of the Civil Code and IP Law regarding copyright and neighbouring rights; 

· Decree 103/2006/ND-CP dated September 22, 2006 of the Government detailing and guiding the implementation of a number of articles of the IP Law regarding industrial property

· Decree 105/2006/ND-CP dated September 22, 2006 of the Government detailing and guiding the implementation of a number of provisions of IP Law regarding IP rights protection and state management of IP;

· Decree 106/2006/ND-CP dated September 22, 2006 of the Governement on sanctioning administrative violations in the field of industrial property;

· Viet Nam adhered to a number of IP international conventions, such as: UPOV Convention on the Protection of new plant varieties (December 2006), Rome Convention on the Protection of performers, producers of phonograms and broadcasting organizations (March 2007);

· The project “Utilization of IP Information in Viet Nam“ sponsored by the Government of Japan has been effectively implemented and brought about initial achievements, such as: putting into operation the system of IP Digital Library (IP Lib); finalizing the trademark search system and the offline e-filing system;

· Viet Nam has made significant progress in the enforcement and protection of IPRs. The Government has taken a number of measures and activities to ensure effective IPRs enforcement, for example:

· Effectively implementing the Action Plan on cooperation to prevent and combat against IPR violation for the period 2006-2010. In 2006, thousands of administrative violation and IPR infringement cases and more than 30 IP related unfair competition cases have been detected and handled;

· Promulgating the Instruction 04/2007/CT-TTg dated 22 February 2007 of the Prime Minister on strengthening software copyright protection and thanks to that, enhancing the effectiveness of copyright protection, especially ensuring that Government bodies use copyrighted softwares. A number of agencies and organizations have been actively purchased the copyrights to copyrighted goods, including computer softwares, for instance, during Bill Gate’s visit to Viet Nam, many Ministries, Government organisations and big enterprises have signed contracts with Microsoft company to purchased the copyright to its softwares; 

· Decision 88/2006/QD-BVHTT of October 17, 2006 of the Minister of Culture and Information promulgating forms of copyright and related rights declarations and registration certificates 

· Participating in the Action Plan for cooperation against violation of intellectual property from 2006 to 2010 amongst the Ministry of Culture and Information, Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Developent, Ministry of Police, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Trade;

· On 12/1/2006 Brussels Convention Relating to the Distribution of Programme-Carrying Signals Transmitted by Satellite came into full force and effect in Viet Nam;

· On 1/3/2007 Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations came into full force and effect in Viet Nam;

· Intensifying training/education activities, building and upgrading capacity for State authorities and businesses in the field of intellectual property protection; raising awareness amongst the public about intellectual property rights via the mass media and distribution of IPR publications nationwide.
	· To prepare the amended Law on Interllectual Property;

· To study for issuance, amending or revoking legal documents guiding the implementation of the 1995 Civil Code and related documents to be in consistence with the 2005 Civil Code and the Law on Intellectual Property;

· To prepare a Decree for administrative diciplines application to protect copyrights and related rights;

· To prepare a Decree of the Government on management of optical disc;

· To set up a Project supporting the purchase of copyright publications and legitimate software versions for use by Government agencies;

· To organize and guide the enforcement of copyrights and related rights in each IPR area;

· To organize and guide the self-protection by organizations that collectively manage copyrights and related rights;

· Strengthening IP rights (IPRs) enforcement by continuing to develop and improve legal documents guiding the implementation of all Decrees which have been promulgated in 2006; as well as legal documents regulating specific IP issues, such as settling IPR disputes, guiding the handling of IP crime, and IP appraisal; 

· Finalizing the search systems for patent and industrial design; putting into operation the trademark search system and the offline e-filing system;

· Focusing on the training for the human resources in the field of IPR enforcement through organizing training courses on specific issues of IPR such as elements constituting IPR infringement; anti-counterfeiting activities; and training courses on improving coordination skills among enforcement agencies;

· Further promoting IP training, outreaching and disseminating activities in various forms (meetings, seminars, training courses on IPR);

· Continuing to include IP content into the curriculum of a number of universitites; 

· Studying the possibility of establishing a training center for IP professional staff in the whole IP system.

· Establishing the Institute for IP research and appraisal, belonging to the ministry of Science and Technology, and being responsible for providing supporting services for State IP administration, especially IP appraisal service as the main professional support for IPR enforcement agencies.



	Competition Policy


	· Promulgated Decision 27/2006/QD-BTM dated 28 August 2006 on the establishment and stipulation of the functions, tasks and powers of divisions under the Viet Nam Competition Administration Department

	· Continue to implement provisions of the Law on Competition and its guiding Decrees



	Government Procurement


	· The Bidding Law 61/2005/QH11 came into force on 1/4/2006. According to Article 76, the Government would provide detailed guidelines for the implementation of the Bidding Law;

· Issued Document 2820/BKH-QLĐT dated 21/4/2006 of the Ministry of Planning and Investment  guiding the implementation of the Bidding Law. This is the guiding document for the transition period from the Biding Regulations (issued in conjunction with Decrees 88/CP, 14/CP and 66/CP of the Government) to the Bidding Law  while waiting for the Government to promulgate a Decree to guide the implementation of the Bidding Law;

· Decree 111/2006/ND-CP dated 29/9/2006 of the Government to guide the implementation of the Law on Bidding and the selection of construction contractors under the Law on Construction;

· Circular 13/2006/TT-BTM dated 29/11/2006 guiding procedures for import and export of goods of domestic and foreign contractors defined in the Government’s Decree No. 111/2006/ND-CP;

· Decision 1323/QD-BKH dated 12/12/2006 on certificates of participation in training course on bidding;

· Decision 327/QD-BKH dated 9/4/2007 on promulgation of the procedures for bidding examination by the Ministry of Planning and Investment;

· Decision 49/QD-TTg dated 11/4/2007 of the Prime Minister on the appointment of suppliers in special cases as permitted at section 1 Article 101 of the Law on Construction.

	· To amend and supplement the Decree 111/CP to adapt to the current situation;

· To publish a newspaper of Bidding, to finalize a webpage of bidding news;

· To establish bidding document forms, including the dossier calling for bidders in the fields of consultancy, construction and installation, EPC, reporting forms for evaluation of the bidding dossiers and a mechanism to deal with complaints in the bidding, expected to be complete by the beginning of 2008;

· To establish a system for online bidding, expected to be complete by 2010;

· To establish a system for evaluating and supervising bidding activities.

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	· Drafting the Decree on the contents to be implemented to advance the decentralization and authorization of state management, to be submitted to the Prime Minister for issuance in 2007;

· Issued the Decision No 36/2006/CT-TTg dated 15 November 2006 of the Prime Minister on the implementation of the Government’s Action Plan on restructuring, developping and enhancing the effectivenss of State-owned enterprises for 2006-2010 period; 

· Issued the Decision No 224/QĐ-TTg dated 8 February 2007 of the Prime Minister on transfering Management units of Industrial Zones and Economic zones from the control of the Prime Minister to the control of Provincial People’s Committes 

· Issued the Decision No 38/QĐ-TTg dated 20 March 2007 of the Prime Minister on criteria to classify 100% State owned enterprises

· Issued the Decision No 298/QĐ-TTg dated  12/3/2007 of the Prime Minister to improve the plan of restructruring and renovating enterprises under the control of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural development for 2007-2008 period

· Issued the Decision No 384/QĐ-TTg dated  3/4/2007 of the Prime Minister to approve the plan on equitizing units belonging to the Electricity of Viet Nam (EVN) for 2007-2008 period. Under that plan, 24 units will be equitized in 2007 and 5 will be equitized in 2008. 


	· To continue the implementation of administrative refrom program in order to enhance the effectiveness of state management in all areas; 

· To continue the implementation of “single window” in all Ministries,  central and provincial agencies in order to simplify administrative procedures;

· To continue works on decentralization and authorization in Ministries, agencies and provinces;

· To continue restructuring, renovating and equitizing State-owned enterprises. 



	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	· Issued the Circular No 10/2006/TT-BTM dated 1/6/2006 of the Ministry of Trade guiding the identification of rules of origin for exported and imported goods, which don’t have wholly-obtained orgins in accordance with the Government’s Decree No 19/2006/NĐ-CP dated 20/2/2006 on detailed guidance for the implementation of Commercial Law on Rules of Origin. 

· Issued the Decision No 12/2006/QĐ-BTM dated 31/05/2007 of the Ministry of Trade on Form E issuance mechanism to enjoy preferences under the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between the Association between the Association of South East Asian Nations and the Republic of India People’s Republic of China.

	· To implement step by step the issuance of electronic CO nationwide;

· To organize seminars and training courses on rules of origin for enterprises, organizations, C/O issuance organizations and examination organizations.

	Dispute Mediation


	-
	-

	Mobility of Business People


	· Viet Nam has been participating in the APEC Business Card (ABTC) Scheme and has started to process pre-clearance ABTC aplications of business people from 16/1/2006;

· Provided Australia the final revised draft of the API feasiblity study;

· Collaborating with Viet Nam Interpol to plan the development of computer system to exchange information of lost/stolen travel documents. 


	· To submit the draft of revised Ordinance of the Ordinance on entry, exists and residence of foreigners in Viet Nam. The supplements and amended contents are related to granting visas at the arrivals and extending validity of visas for foreign investors;

· In on-going cooperation with Australia to finish the period of API feasibility study to develop Viet Nam’s API system;

· To cooperate with APEC members to prepare the joining to the Regional Movement Alert List System (RMAS).

	Information Gathering and Analysis


	-
	-

	APEC Food System


	-
	-

	Transparency


	-
	-


	RTAs/FTAs  Note 5


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	Agreement 1: Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between the Association of South East Asian Nations and the People’s Republic of China

· Membership: Ten ASEAN countries and the People’s Republic of China

· Date of entry into force: 01/07/2003

· Main provisions: Objectives, Measures For Comprehensive Economic Co-operation, Trade In Goods, Trade in Services, Early Harvest, Other Areas Of Economic Co-operation, Timeframes, Most-Favored Nation Treatment, General Exceptions, Dispute Settlement Mechanism, Institutional Arrangements for negotiations, Miscellaneous provisions, Amendments, Depository

· Type of Agreement: Free Trade Agreement

· Early Harvest Program stipulates the early reduction of products in Chapter 1 to 8 of HS Code.

· Product coverage: Except Early Harvest Program, all remaining products are categorized into 2 tracks: Normal Track and Sensitive Track.

· Timeframe: End date will be 2010 for ASEAN-6 and 2015 for CLMV countries with flexibilities

· Rules of origin:40% regional value content and wholly-obtained ROO for products under Early Harvest Program

· For trade in services and investments, the negotiations on the respective agreements shall commence in 2003 and be concluded as expeditiously as possible for implementation in accordance with the timeframes to be mutually agreed: (a) taking into account the sensitive sectors of the Parties; and (b) with special and differential treatment and flexibility for the newer ASEAN Member States.

· Changes in 2007: ASEAN and China signed the Agreement on Trade in Services under the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between the Association of South East Asian Nations and the People’s Republic of China. It is expected that ASEAN and China will complete the Agreement on Investment in 2007.

Agreement 2: Agreement on Trade in Goods of Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between the Association of South East Asian Nations and the People’s Republic of China
· Membership: Ten ASEAN countries and the People’s Republic of China

· Date of entry into force: 01/07/2005

· Type of Agreement: Free Trade Agreement

· Main provisions: Definitions, National Treatment on Internal Taxation and Regulation, Tariff Reduction and Elimination, Transparency, Modification of Concessions, WTO Disciplines, Quantitative Restrictions and Non-Tariff Barriers, Safeguard Measures, Acceleration of Commitments, Measures to Safeguard the Balance of Payments, General Exceptions, Dispute Settlement, Institutional Arrangements for negotiations, Miscellaneous provisions, Amendments and Depository

· Rules of origin: 40% of regional value content, wholly-obtained ROOs and specific rules for some other products

· Timeframe: End date for tariff elimination will be 2010 for ASEAN-6 and 2015 for CLMV countries

· Quantitative Restrictions and Non-Tariff Barriers: be treated according to WTO disciplines

· Changes in 2007: Implementing tariff reduction in accordance with agreed schedule. 
Agreement 3: Agreement on Trade in Services of Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between the Association of South East Asian Nations and the People’s Republic of China
· Main provision: Definitions, coverage, transparency, disclosure of secret information, domestic regulations, recognition, monopoly and suppliers of exclusive services, safeguard measures, payment, payment and transfer, general exceptions, security exceptions, market access, national treatment, schedule of commitments, additional commitments, continuous liberalization, refusal of benefits, dispute settlement, amendment, effect

· Current status: ASEAN and China signed the Agreement on Services on January 2007 on the occasion of ASEAN Summit Meeting.

Agreement 4: ASEAN – India

· Membership: Ten ASEAN countries and India

· Date of entry into force: 01/07/2004

· Type of Agreement: Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic cooperation

· Main provisions: Objectives, Measures for Economic Cooperation, Trade in Goods (article 3), Trade in services, Investment, Areas for economic cooperation, Early harvest, Timeframe, General exceptions, Dispute settlement, Institutional arrangements for negotiations, Miscellaneous provisions, Amendment, Depository, Date of effect.

· Article 3 relates to trade in goods, which requires parties to gradually remove or eliminate tariff under agreed timeframe

· Product coverage: products should be classified into 2 categories: normal list and sensitive list

· Agreement on trade in goods: under negotiation

· Rule of origins: under negotiation

· Trade in services and investment: started information exchange, not yet entered into official negotiations 

· Timeframe: starting date: 2005 and end date: 2007

· Changes in 2007: None

Agreement 5: Framework for Comprehensive Economic Partnership between the Association of South East Asian Nations and Japan 

· Membership: 10 ASEAN countries and Japan

· Type of agreement: comprehensive economic partnership agreement (AJCEP)

· Timeframe: ASEAN and Japan endeavors to complete measures for the realization of the ASEAN-Japan CEP, including elements of a possible free trade area by 2018 for ASEAN-6 and 2017, with some flexible for new ASEAN members

· Issues to be covered: Negotiations on AJCEP aim at broad-based economic partnership covering not only liberalization of trade and investment but also trade and investment promotion and facilitation measures, including, but not limited to customs procedures, standards and conformance, non-tariff measures, and co-operation in other areas, such as financial services, information and communications technology, science and technology, human resource development, small and medium enterprises, tourism, transport, energy and food security. 

· Changes in 2007: None

Agreement 6: ASEAN-Korea comprehensive economic agreement covering trade in goods, services and investment.

· Membership: 10 ASEAN countries and South Korea

· Type of agreement: Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation

· Both parties have completed and signed Framework Agreement and Agreement on dispute settlement. Agreement on goods will be officially signed in 8/2006 in the time of Asean Economic Ministers Meeting.  
Agreement 7: Agreement on Trade in Goods under the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Agreement between ASEAN – Korea

· Membership: Ten ASEAN countries and Korea

· Date of entry into force: 01/07/2007

· Type of Agreement: Free Trade Agreement

· Main provisions: Definitions, National Treatment on tariff and domestic regulations, Tariff reduction and elimination of non-tariff barriers, Safeguard measures, Acceleration of commitments, Safeguard measures to protect the Balance of payment, General exceptions, Dispute Settlement, Institutional arrangements for negotiations, Miscellaneous provisions, Amendments and Depository

· Rules of origin: 40% regional value content, change of tariff heading, wholly-obtained ROOs and specific ROOs for some other products 

· Product coverage: deadline for tariff elimination for normal track is 2010 for ASEAN – 6 with some flexibility until 2012; 2016 for Viet Nam with some flexibility until 2018 and 2018 for CLMV with some exception until 2020.

· Quantitative restrictions and non-tariff measures: will be implemented in accordance with WTO principles 

· Change in 2006: None

· Expected changes in 2007: None



	- Agreements under negotiation


	

	
	Agreement #1


	Agreement on Investment under ASEAN – China Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation

· Main provisions: Definitions, Objectives, General obligations, Scope of application, Waiver, MFN exceptions, Liberalization, Reciprocal treatment, Liberalization principles, Prohibitions on implementation requirements, Adequate protection, MFN treatment, Confistication, Compensation for losses, Remittance and of repatriation profits, Limitation on the protection of balance of payment, Investment dispute between one party and an investor, Application of Mode 3 on Commercial presence, Modification of schedule, Annexes and action plan, Amendment, Effect…

· Current status: under negotiation



	
	Agreement #2


	Agreement on Trade in Services under ASEAN – Korea Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation

· Main provisions: Definition, Coverage, Transparency, Disclosure of secret information, Domestic regulations, Recognition, Restrictions on balance of payment protection, General exceptions, Security exceptions, Market access, National treatment, Schedule of commitments, Additional commitments, Continuous liberalization, Refusal of benefits, Dispute settlement, Amendment, Effect.

· Current status: under negotiation


	
	Agreement #3


	Agreement on Investment under ASEAN – Korea Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation

· Main provisions: Definitions, Objectives, General obligations, Scope of application, Waiver, MFN exceptions, Liberalization, Reciprocal treatment, Liberalization principles, Prohibitions on implementation requirements, Adequate protection, MFN treatment, Confistication, Compensation for losses, Remittance and of repatriation profits, Limitation on the protection of balance of payment, Investment dispute between one party and an investor, Application of Mode 3 on Commercial presence, Modification of schedule, Annexes and action plan, Amendment, Effect…

· Current status: under negotiation



	
	Agreement #4


	Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation between ASEAN, Australia and New Zealand
· Type of Agreement: a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement covering trade in goods, services and investment.

· Objective: to establish a Free Trade Agreement between ASEAN and Australia and New Zealand, covering trade in goods, services, investment, institutional and legal matters are being negotiated concurrently

· Expected time to be completed: 2007.


	
	Agreement #5


	Agreement on Trade in Goods under the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Agreement between ASEAN and India

· Membership: 10 ASEAN members and India

· Type of Agreement: a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement 

· Objective: to establish a Free Trade Agreement between ASEAN and Australia and New Zealand, covering trade in goods, services, investment, institutional and legal matters are being negotiated concurrently

· Expected time to finish: 2007.


	
	Agreement #6


	Agreement on Economic partnership Viet Nam – Japan, covering trade in goods, services and investment

· Membership: Viet Nam and Japan

· Type of Agreement: a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement 

· Objective: to establish Viet Nam – Japan economic partnership

· Coverage: goods, services, investment, dispute settlement


	- Future plans


	To negotiate the Agreement to Establish ASEAN-EU Free Trade Area in 2007




	Additional information Note 6  




Notes

1. 
Economies are encouraged to use the sub-chapter and section headings from the full IAP template as guidance for the appropriate level of detailed information to be submitted in the Update.  

2.
Economies should describe significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Wherever possible all entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address etc) where further information can be obtained.

3. 
The IAP Update should provide information necessary to bring the most recent full IAP up to date.  

4. 
If there is no significant change to the information provided in the most recent IAP, “As in [year] IAP” should be entered.

5.  Economies will submit IAP chapters on transparency and RTAs/FTAs for the first time in 2005.  These chapters will remain the base document for the Update until the economy submits its next full IAP.  As a transitional measure, economies will also submit a report in 2005 on Area-specific Transparency Implementation using an agreed format. 

6. 
Economies may use the Additional Information section to describe any material not captured in the template.






