ANNEX: ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a: 3): Business Services: Architectural

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No changes since the last IAP



	The profession of architecture is regulated at the state/territorial level by title and practice acts.  There are 55 U.S. boards of architecture (50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Northern Marianna Islands, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands) that regulate the profession of architecture within their jurisdictions and have the power to discipline architects or anyone who violates the state title and practice acts. The practice of architecture is also subject to rules of conduct:  a) The National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) promulgates rules of conduct that are adopted by the states.  b) The American Institute of Architects also has a code of ethics that applies to their members.


	None

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No changes since the last IAP
	Architects must be registered in the jurisdictions where they intend to practice.  Most U.S. jurisdictions require a degree from a higher education program that is accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB).  All architects must also pass the Architectural Registration Examination (ARE).  State laws define requirements for corporate practice and practice as a limited liability partnership or limited liability corporation.  These requirements vary by jurisdiction.


	None

	Foreign Entry


	No changes since the last IAP
	Temporary entry and stay is subject to visa requirements and DHS regulations.  Generally, architects may not enter the United States to work for themselves but they may be admitted temporarily to work for a U.S. employer under the H-1B, H-1B1, L, E (Treaty Investor), or TN (Trade NAFTA) categories, or for a foreign employer under the B-1 category.


	None

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No changes since the last IAP
	Requirements are consistent with U.S. international obligations.
	None


