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	Chapter 11 : Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs)

	Objectives

APEC economies will ensure full and effective implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes within the agreed time frame in a manner fully consistent with the letter and the spirit of the WTO Agreement.

On Rules of Origin, APEC economies will: 

a. ensure full compliance with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted in relevant international fora; and

b. ensure that their respective rules of origin are prepared and applied in an impartial, transparent and neutral manner.



	Guidelines

On WTO Agreements:

a. Each APEC economy which is a WTO member will fully and faithfully implement its respective Uruguay Round commitments. 

b. Each APEC economy which is in the process of acceding to the WTO Agreement may participate in APEC Uruguay Round implementation actions through voluntary steps to liberalize its respective trade and investment regimes consistent with the WTO Agreement.

c. Each APEC economy will, on a voluntary basis, accelerate the implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes and deepen and broaden these.
On Rules of Origin:

Each APEC economy will:

a. align its respective rules of origin with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted as a result of the WTO/WCO process; and

b. ensure predictable and consistent application of rules of origin.


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will:

a. utilize on an on-going basis Uruguay Round implementation seminars and other appropriate means to:

i. improve APEC economies' understanding of provisions in the WTO Agreement and obligations thereunder;

ii. identify operational problems encountered in implementation of the WTO Agreement and areas in which APEC economies may require technical assistance; and

iii. explore cooperative efforts to provide such technical assistance in implementation; 

b. consider implementation of suggestions for follow-on work from Uruguay Round implementation seminars; and 

c. undertake technical assistance based on discussion at the above seminars, including cooperative training projects targeted at prevalent implementation problems to be undertaken in conjunction with the WTO Secretariat and other relevant international institutions.

On Rules of Origin

APEC economies will:

a. gather information on APEC economies’ respective rules of origin, both non-preferential and preferential, and operation thereof without duplicating WTO work in this area, exchange views and develop a compendium of rules of origin for the use of the business/private sector; 

b. facilitate, complement and accelerate, in the short term, WTO/WCO work on harmonization of non-preferential rules of origin; and

c. study in due course the implication of rules of origin on the free flow of trade and investment, with a view to identifying, in the longer term, both positive and negative aspects and effects of rules of origin related practices. 

The current CAP relating to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc Rules of Origin) can be found in the WTO Implementation  Collective Action Plan and Rules of Origin Collective Action Plan


	Singapore’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations and Rules of Origin in 2007



	Singapore’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs) in 2007

	Section


	Obligations Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Status of WTO Obligations Implementation
	Further Implementation Planned

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	Nil as Singapore has already implemented our UR tariff binding commitments.

Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of GATT

Nil as Singapore has already implemented its obligations under this WTO Agreement on Anti-Dumping.

Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures

Nil as Singapore has already implemented its obligations under the WTO Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures.

Agreement on Safeguards

Nil as Singapore does not have any safeguards legislation.

Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures

Nil as Singapore has already implemented its obligations under the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

Agreement on Implementation of Article VII of GATT

Nil as Singapore has already implemented the Customs Valuation Agreement for assessing customs duty on imported goods.

Agreement on Trade –Related Investment Measures (TRIMS)

Nil as Singapore has already implemented its obligations under WTO Agreement on TRIMS.


	Singapore has already implemented our UR tariff binding commitments, which is to bind 70% of tariff lines at rates of 10% and below by 1 January 1996.

Singapore has brought its anti-dumping act (1996) and regulations (1997) into conformity with the WTO Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of GATT and fulfilled the various notification requirements under the Agreement.

Singapore has brought its countervailing duty act (1996) and regulations (1997) into conformity with the WTO Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures.  Singapore has also phased out its export subsidies or brought them into conformity with the Agreement by 1999, 3 years ahead of the committed time frame.

Singapore maintains stringent standards on agricultural and food safety while recognising foreign national standards and testing carried out by competent foreign authorities in accordance with internationally accepted protocols. 

Singapore has already implemented the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement for assessing customs duty on imported goods on 17 October 1997.  Singapore’s Customs (Valuation) (Import Duty) Regulations conform to this Agreement.

Singapore does not maintain any TRIMS that do not conform with the Agreement on Trade-Related Investment Measures.


	None. as Singapore has already implemented our UR tariff binding commitments.

None. as Singapore has already implemented its obligations under this WTO Agreement.

N.A. as Singapore has already implemented its obligations under the WTO Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures.

None as Singapore does not have any safeguards legislation.

None as Singapore has already implemented its obligations under the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

None as Singapore has already implemented the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement for assessing customs duty on imported goods.

None as Singapore has already implemented its obligations under WTO Agreement on TRIMS.



	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	Nil as Singapore has implemented its commitments under the GATS Agreement. 


	Singapore has implemented its commitments under the GATS Agreement.


	None as Singapore has implemented its commitments under the GATS Agreement.



	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	Nil as Singapore has implemented TRIPS.


	Singapore has implemented TRIPS on 1 January 1999, a year ahead of schedule.


	None as Singapore has already implemented TRIPS.



	WTO Plurilateral Agreements


	Information Technology Agreement (ITA)

Singapore has implemented our ITA tariff binding commitments.


	Singapore was one of the signatories to the WTO Ministerial Declaration on Trade in Information Technology Products, which was agreed at the close of the first WTO Ministerial Conference on 13 December 1996 in Singapore.  ITA is to be implemented over 4 stages from 1997 to 2000.  Singapore has implemented our ITA tariff binding commitments, in which all bindings are at zero rates of duty.  


	None as Singapore has already implemented our ITA tariff binding commitments.



	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	
	
	

	Other WTO Obligations


	
	
	

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	Please see sections under WTO Agreement Annex 1A, WTO Agreement Annex 1B, and WTO Agreement Annex 1C.


	Please see sections under WTO Agreement Annex 1A, WTO Agreement Annex 1B, and WTO Agreement Annex 1C.


	Please see sections under WTO Agreement Annex 1A, WTO Agreement Annex 1B, and WTO Agreement Annex 1C.



	Rules of Origin


	No change as there are no rules of origin specifically applied to normal imports into Singapore.  


	Singapore’s rules of origin are simple and liberal and comply with the above disciplines.  We have notified our existing rules of origin to the WTO.

Essentially, there are no rules of origin specifically applied to normal imports into Singapore. There are rules of origin applicable to imports entering Singapore under the ASEAN preferential tariff schemes.  For normal exports to qualify as of Singapore origin, it must either :

(a)
be wholly obtained in Singapore or

(b)
possess a local content of at least 25% of the ex-factory price of the product if it is manufactured with imported materials.  Products which undergo minimal processing are not conferred originating status.

Applications for the Singapore Certificate of Origin (COO) can be made through Singapore Customs (http://www.customs.gov.sg) and 6 authorised organisations.

Singapore has been actively participating in the harmonisation work programme being conducted under WTO/WCO.


	Singapore’s rules of origin already comply with the disciplines set out in Article II of the WTO Agreement on Rules of Origin.

When the harmonised ROO are adopted, Singapore will participate in the review of the harmonised ROO, and implement the changes adopted by the WTO based on the review.




	Singapore’s Implementation of WTO Obligations since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	Singapore undertook to implement our UR tariff binding commitments, which is to bind 70% of tariff lines at rates of 10% and below by 1 January 1996.

Anti-Dumping

As a founding member of the WTO, Singapore assumed its commitments under the Multilateral Trade Agreements, including the WTO Agreement on Anti-Dumping. 

Subsidies

As a founding member of the WTO, Singapore assumed its commitments under the Multilateral Trade Agreements, including the WTO Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures.

Safeguards

Singapore does not have any safeguards legislation.

Customs Valuation

Singapore undertook to implement the Customs Valuation Agreement by 1 January 2000.

TRIMS

Singapore was in full compliance with the Agreement on TRIMS as of 1 January 1995.

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures

Singapore recognises the sanitary/phytosanitary standards of other countries, provided the standards testing done by the competent authorities are performed in accordance with internationally accepted protocols, including those established by the Codex Alimentarius.


	1997-2007:
already implemented UR tariff binding commitments.

1997-2007:
already brought anti-dumping duty act and regulations into conformity with the Agreement on Anti-Dumping.

2003:                anti-dumping duties on Malaysian and Turkish steel imports go into sunset.

1997-2007:
already brought countervailing duty act and regulations into conformity with the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures.

1999-2007: 
already phased out export subsidies or brought them into conformity of the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures, 3 years ahead of schedule. 

Not Applicable

1997-2007:
already implemented the Customs Valuation Agreement, 3 years ahead of schedule.

1997-2007: already implemented obligation under the Agreement on TRIMS.

1997-2007: already implemented obligations under the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.



	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	Singapore has implemented its commitments under the GATS Agreement.


	1997-2007:
already implemented commitments under the GATS Agreement and acceded to the Fourth and Fifth Protocol to the General Agreement on Trade in Services.



	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	Singapore undertook to implement TRIPS by 1 January 2000.


	1997-2007: already implemented obligations under the Agreement on TRIPS, a year ahead of schedule.



	WTO Plurilateral Agreements


	Information Technology Agreement

Singapore undertook to bind all products under the ITA at zero rates of duty 1 January 2000.


	1997-2007:
bound all products covered by the ITA at zero rates of duty.



	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	
	

	Other WTO Obligations


	
	

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	Please see sections under WTO Agreement Annex 1A, WTO Agreement Annex 1B, and WTO Agreement Annex 1C.


	Please see sections under WTO Agreement Annex 1A, WTO Agreement Annex 1B, and WTO Agreement Annex 1C.



	Rules of Origin


	The Harmonization Work Program (HWP) on establishing a set of multilateral ROO is on-going in the WTO. Until the HWP is completed, Singapore, as a WTO member country, can apply our existing rules of origin.  Our obligations during this period are as follows:

(a)
administrative determination on rules of origin, whether based on change in tariff classification or value added percentage criterion or manufacturing processing operation, must be clearly defined

(b)
assessment of origin should be given not more than 150 days after a request has been made, and before trade in the good begins

(c)
rules of origin are not to be used as instruments to pursue trade objectives

(d)
rules of origin shall not create restrictive, distortionary effects on international trade or pose unduly strict requirements

(e)
rules of origin applied are not to be more stringent than the rules of origin applied to determine if a good is domestic and shall not discriminate between other members

(f)
rules are administered in a consistent, uniform, impartial and reasonable manner

(g)
rules of origin are based on a positive standard i.e. clearly stating what confers origin

(h)
laws, regulations, and administrative rulings relating to rules of origin are to be published. 

Singapore’s rules of origin are simple and liberal and comply with the above disciplines.  We have notified our existing rules of origin to the WTO.

Essentially, there are no rules of origin specifically applied to normal imports into Singapore. For normal exports to qualify as of Singapore origin, it must either :

(a)
be wholly obtained in Singapore or

(b)
possess a local content of at least 25% of the ex-factory price of the product if it is manufactured with imported materials.  Products which undergo minimal processing are not conferred originating status.

Singapore has notified our rules of origin to the WTO.


	1997-2007: already comply with the disciplines set out in Article II of the WTO Agreement on Rules of Origin.




