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	Operational Requirements


	Basic operational requirements are maintained to uphold the integrity of the legal profession. Singapore will continue to review the list of accredited degrees and to consider removing market access restrictions where appropriate.


	All entrants to the legal profession in Singapore are required to fulfil the necessary qualifications specified under the Legal Profession Act and the rules made thereunder and the required postgraduate training before admission to the Bar. All entrants to the Bar are required to apply for a practising certificate from the Registrar of the Supreme Court through the Law Society of Singapore as a prerequisite for practicing law in the country.

Contact points:

Registrar, Supreme Court

St Andrew’s Road, Singapore 178957

Helpline: (65) 1800 338 1034, Fax: (65) 337 9450

Internet website: http://www.supcourt.gov.sg/
Email: SUPCOURT_QSM@SUPCOURT.GOV.SG
Professional Standards & Membership Services

The Law Society of Singapore

39 South Bridge Road, Singapore 058673

Tel: (65) 530 0218, Fax: (65) 536 3855

Internet website: http://www.lawsoc.org.sg/

	Basic operational requirements are maintained to uphold the integrity of the legal profession. Singapore will continue to review the list of accredited degrees and to consider removing market access  restrictions where appropriate.



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	Basic licensing and qualifications are required to maintain the integrity of the legal profession. 

The qualification requirements have been reviewed in 2004 under Singapore's free trade agreement (FTA) with Australia to increase the number of recognised institutions from 8 to 10.
Similarly in 2006, the qualification requirements were reviewed arising from Singapore's free trade agreement with the United States of America to recognize graduates with Doctor of Jurisprudent degrees from 4 American institutions of higher learning.

The Legal Profession Rules were amended in 2006 to allow, on a discretionary basis, second class lower honours graduates from foreign law schools to qualify for the Singapore Bar, subject to certain conditions.
The SMU School of Law has been established as a second law faculty in Singapore, and hence some amendments to the Legal Profession Act were made as a consequence of the establishment of the new law school.
Singapore will continue to review the licensing requirements and criteria to ensure that they remain objective. 


	Requirements for Admission of an Advocate & Solicitor to the Supreme Court in Singapore

The Legal Profession (Qualified Persons) Rules 2006 sets out the qualifications and requirements that a person has to possess and satisfy in order to be qualified person as defined in the Legal Profession Act. The relevant rules are extracted for reference:

GRADUATES FROM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE

Persons admitted as candidates for degree of Bachelor of Laws by National University of Singapore before 1st May 1993

4. Any person who, before 1st May 1993, was admitted as a candidate for the degree of Bachelor of Laws by the National University of Singapore and who, after that date, has passed the final examination for that degree shall be a qualified person. 

Persons admitted as candidates for degree of Bachelor of Laws by National University of Singapore on or after 1st May 1993.

5. Any person admitted as a candidate for the degree of Bachelor of Laws by the National University of Singapore on or after 1st May 1993 shall be a qualified person if he passes the final examination for that degree with at least lower second class honours.

GRADUATES FROM INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING IN UNITED KINGDOM OR ELSEWHERE

Persons conferred degree of Bachelor of Laws by insititutions in United Kingdom before 1st May 1993.

6. Any person who, before 1st May 1993, was conferred the degree of Bachelor of Laws by any institution of higher learning in the United Kingdom shall, irrespective of the class of honours attained by him, be a qualified person if he

(a) has become a barrister-at-law of England or of Northern Ireland, a member of the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland, a solicitor in England or Northern Ireland or a writer to the Signet, law agent or solicitor in Scotland; or

(b) has obtained the Diploma in Singapore Law.

Persons admitted as candidates for degree of Bachelor of Laws by institutions in United Kingdom before 1st May 1993.

7. Subject to rule 10, any person who, before 1st May 1993, was admitted as a candidate for the degree of Bacelor of Laws by any institution of higher learning in the United Kingdom and who, after that date but before 1st January 1997, was conferred that degree by that institution of higher learning shall, irrespective of the class of honours attained by him, be a qualified person if he

(a) has become a barrister-at-law of England or of Northern Ireland, a member of the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland, a solicitor in England or Northern Ireland or a writer to the Signet, law agent, or solicitor in Scotland, or

(b) has obtained the Diploma in Singapore Law.

Persons admitted as candidates for degree of Bachelor of Laws by institutions in United Kingdom on or after 1st May 1993

8. (1) Subject to rule 10, any person who:

(a) on or after 1st May 1993, was admitted as a candidate for the degree of Bachelor of Laws by any institution of higher learning in the United Kingdom;

(b) before 1st January 1994, commenced reading the course of study leading to that degree; and

(c) before 1st January 1997, was conferred that degree by that institution of higher learning,

shall, irrespective of the class of honours attained by him, be a qualified person if he

(i) has become a barrister-at-law of England or of Northern Irelenad, a member of the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland, a solicitor in England or Northern Ireland or a writer to the Signet, law agent or solicitor in Scotland; or

(ii) has obtained the Diploma in Singapore Law.

(2) Subject to rules 10 and 11, any person who

(a) on or after 1st May 1993, has been or is admitted as a candidate for the degree of Bachelor of Laws by any institution of higher learning in the United Kingdom specified in the First Schedule;

(b) on or after 1st January 1994, has commenced or commences reading the course of study leading to that degree; and

(c) is subsequently conferred that degree by that institution of higher learning,

shall be a qualified person if the institution of higher learning and the degree conferred by it are, respectively, one of the insitutions of higher learning and one of the degrees specified in the First Schedule and

(i) in the case of a person who was conferred that degree before 1st January 1997, irrespective of the class of honours attained by him, he

     (A) has become a barrister-at-law of England or of Northern Ireland, a member of the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland, a solicitor in England or Northern Ireland or a writer to the Signet, law agent or solicitor in Scotland; or

     (B) has obtained the Diploma in Singapore Law; and 

(ii) in the case of a person who has been or is conferred that degree on or after 1st January 1997, he

     (A) has attained at least upper second class honours or the equivalent thereof: and

     (B) has obtained the Diploma in Singapore Law.

Citizens and permanent residents of Singapore conferred with degrees of Bachelor of Laws from institutions in Australia and New Zealand 

9. (1) Subject to rules 10 and 11, any citizen or permanent resident of Singapore, who on or after 1st January 1994, has commenced reading a course of study as a candidate for any of the degrees of Bachelor of Laws in any of the institutions of higher learning in Australia or New Zealand specified in the First Schedule and who has been or is subsequently conferred that degree by that institution of higher learning, shall be a qualified person if he --

(a) has been ranked by that institution of higher learning as being amongst the highest 30%, in terms of academic performance, of the total number of graduates in the same batch who have been conferred the degree or degrees specified in the First Schedule in respect of that institute of higher learning, and

(b) has obtained the Diploma in Singapore Law

(2) Subject to rules 10 and 11, any citizen or permanent resident of Singapore, who on or after 28th July 2003, is conferred with any of the degrees of Bachelor of Laws by any of the institutions of higher learning in Australia specified in the Third Schedule shall be a qualified person if he --

(a) has been ranked by that institution of higher learning as being amongst the highest 30%, in terms of academic performance, of the total number of the graduates in the same batch who have been conferred the degree or degrees specified in the Third Schedule in respect of that institution of higher learning; and 

(b) has obtained the Diploma in Singapore Law

(2A)   Subject to rules 10 and 11, any citizen or permanent resident of Singapore who, on or after 1st August 2005, is conferred any of the degrees of Bachelor of Laws by any of the institutions of higher learning in Australia specified in the Fourth Schedule shall be a qualified person if he — 

(a) has been ranked by that institution of higher learning as being amongst the highest 30%, in terms of academic performance, of the total number of the graduates in the same batch who have been conferred the degree or degrees specified in the Fourth Schedule in respect of that institution of higher learning; and

(b) has obtained the Diploma in Singapore Law.

(3) For the purpose of paragraphs (1)(a) and (2)(a), all graduates in the same institution of higher learning who, in the same calendar year, commenced the final year of their course of study leading to the degree or degrees specified in the First or Third Schedule shall be regarded as belonging to the same batch.

Citizens and permanent residents of Singapore conferred degrees of Doctor of Jurisprudence by institutions in the United States of America
9A. —(1)   Subject to rules 10 and 11, any citizen or permanent resident of Singapore who, on or after 1st January 2004, is conferred any of the degrees of Doctor of Jurisprudence by any of the institutions of higher learning in the United States of America, as specified in the Fifth Schedule, shall be a qualified person if he —

(a) is a citizen or permanent resident of Singapore at the time he is conferred the degree;

(b) has been ranked by that institution of higher learning as being amongst the highest 40%, in terms of academic performance, of the total number of the graduates in the same batch who have been conferred the degree specified in the Fifth Schedule in respect of that institution of higher learning; and

(c) has obtained the Diploma in Singapore Law.

(2)   For the purpose of paragraph (1) (b), all graduates in the same institution of higher learning who, in the same calendar year, commenced the final year of their course of study leading to the degree specified in the Fifth Schedule shall be regarded as belonging to the same batch.
Restrictions relating to non full-time courses in law for purposes of rules 7, 8, 9 and 9A
10. (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) or as otherwise approved by the Board, no person, who, on or after 1st January 1996, has been or is conferred the degree of Bachelor of Laws by any institution of higher learning in the United Kingdom shall become a qualified person under rule 7 or 8(1) or (2) if he had not read the course leading to that degree as a full-time internal candidate of that insitution of higher learning.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to any person who, in 1996, was conferred the degree of Bachelor of Laws other than as a full-time internal candidate of any institution of higher learning in the United Kingdom if he was admitted as a candidate for that degree by that institution of higher learning before 1st May 1993.

(3) Except as otherwise approved by the Board, no person who has been or is conferred the degree of Bachelor of Laws by any institution of higher learning in Australia or New Zealand shall become a qualified person under rule 9 if he had not read the course leading to that degree as a full-time inyternal candidate of that institution of higher learning.

(4)   Except as otherwise approved by the Board, no person who has been conferred the degree of Doctor of Jurisprudence by any institution of higher learning in the United States of America shall become a qualified person under rule 9A if he had not read the course leading to that degree as a full-time internal candidate of that institution of higher learning.

Restrictions relating to accelerated courses and dual degree courses for purposes of rules 8, 9 and 9A
11. —(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) or as otherwise approved by the Board, no person who has been conferred the degree of Bachelor of Laws by any institution of higher learning in the United Kingdom, Australia or New Zealand shall be a qualified person under rule 8 (2) (ii) or 9, as the case may be, if —

(a) the course of study that led to that degree was an accelerated course; or

(b) the course of study that led to that degree was a dual degree course and the degree of Bachelor of Laws is a component of the dual degrees conferred on that person.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply if —

(a) the person is admitted by any of the institutions of higher learning specified in the First Schedule for an accelerated course or dual degree course that leads to the corresponding degree of Bachelor of Laws as specified in that Schedule before 1st August 2001; or

(b) he commences reading such a course before 1st May 2002.

(3)   Except as otherwise approved by the Board, no person who has been conferred the degree of Doctor of Jurisprudence by any institution of higher learning in the United States of America shall become a qualified person under rule 9A if —

(a) the course of study that led to that degree was an accelerated course; or

(b) the course of study that led to that degree was a dual degree course and the degree of Doctor of Jurisprudence is a component of dual degrees conferred on that person.
Persons obtaining combined degrees

12. Notwithstanding rules 8, 9 and 9A, any person who is conferred a combined degree that consists of a degree in law by any of the institutions of higher learning specified in the First, Third, Fourth or Fifth Schedule shall be a qualified person if the combined degree course leading to that degree is approved by the Board and the person concerned satisfies such other requirements as the Board may specify. 
Persons admitted as candidates for Common Professional Examination before 1st May 1993

13. Any person who

(a) before 1st May 1993 has passed the Common Professional Examination conducted by the Council of Legal Education in the United Kingdom or before that date has been admitted by any institutions of higher learning in the United Kingdom as a candidate for that Examination; and

(b) has subsequently become a barrister-at-law of England or of Northern Ireland, a member of the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland, a solicitor in England or Northern Ireland or a writer to the Signet, law agent or solicitor in Scotland, 

shall be a qualified person.

Persons commencing course of study in institutions in certain Commonwealth countries before 1st January 1994

14. (1) Any person who, before 1st January 1994, has commenced a course of study as a candidate for any of the degrees in law specified in the Second Schedule in any of the institutions of higher learning specified in that Schedule and who, before or after that date, has been or is conferred that degree by that institution of higher learning shall be a qualified person if he obtains a certificate from the Board under this rule.

(2) No holder of any degree referred to in paragrapgh (1) shall be issued a certificate by the Board under this rule unless he satisfies the Board that he has attained a sufficient standard to be qualified person.

(3) The Board may, in granting a certificate under this rule, impose such condition or requirements as it thinks fit to be complied with by a holder of any degree referred to in paragraph (1).

Exemption for lower second class honours, etc.
15A. —(1)   Subject to the requirements in this rule, the Board may exempt any person from any of the requirements in rules 8 (2) (ii) (A), 9 (1) (a), 9 (2) (a), 9 (2A) (a) or 9A (1) (b). 

(2)   A person shall not apply for an exemption under paragraph (1) unless —
(a) the person is a citizen or permanent resident of Singapore;
(b) in the case of an application for exemption from any of the requirements, as the case may be, in —

(i) rule 8 (2) (ii) (A), the person has attained at least lower second class honours or the equivalent thereof in relation to the degree referred to therein;

(ii) rule 9 (1) (a), the person has been ranked by the institution of higher learning referred to therein as being amongst the highest 70%, in terms of academic performance, of the total number of the graduates in the same batch referred to therein;

(iii) rule 9 (2) (a), the person has been ranked by the institution of higher learning referred to therein as being amongst the highest 70%, in terms of academic performance, of the total number of the graduates in the same batch referred to therein;

(iv) rule 9 (2A) (a), the person has been ranked by the institution of higher learning referred to therein as being amongst the highest 70%, in terms of academic performance, of the total number of the graduates in the same batch referred to therein; or

(v) rule 9A (1) (b), the person has been ranked by the institution of higher learning referred to therein as being amongst the highest 70%, in terms of academic performance, of the total number of the graduates in the same batch referred to therein; and

(c) either the person —

(i) is a solicitor of England and Wales or of Hong Kong; or 

(ii) has, after obtaining the degree referred to in sub-paragraph (b), been engaged in work of a legal nature for at least 3 years and obtained relevant legal experience.

(3)   For the purposes of paragraph (2) (c) (ii), work of a legal nature includes prosecution, advocacy, drafting of legal documents, rendering of legal opinions, legal research and preparation for litigation or arbitration —
(a) in a law firm in Singapore or elsewhere; 

(b) as an Assistant Public Prosecutor or legal executive in the Attorney-General’s Chambers;
(c) as a legal executive (whatever job title may be used) in a law office in the public service or a statutory board; or

(d) as a legal counsel in a corporation or an entity (whether publicly listed or otherwise) in Singapore or elsewhere, including a multinational corporation or an international organisation.

(4)   For the purposes of paragraph (2) (c) (ii), the requirement for engagement in work of a legal nature for at least 3 years may be satisfied by engagement in such work for 3 years in aggregate out of a continuous period of 5 years immediately preceding the application for an exemption under paragraph (1). 

(5)   In deciding whether to grant or to refuse an exemption under paragraph (1), the Board may —
(a) require the applicant to appear before an interview panel appointed by the Board under rule 10A of the Legal Profession Rules (R3);
(b) consider the report of the interview panel; and

(c) consider the academic performance, work experience and work performance of the applicant, and such other qualifications of the applicant or any other factor that the Board thinks fit.

(6)   For the avoidance of doubt, the Board may refuse to grant an exemption under paragraph (1) notwithstanding that the applicant satisfies all the requirements in paragraph (2). 

(7)   The Board may, in granting an exemption under paragraph (1), impose such terms and conditions as the Board thinks fit. 

(8) In this rule, “public service” means service under the Government.
Exemption by Minister

16. The Minister may, after consultation with the Board, and subject to such terms and conditions as he may think fit to impose, exempt any person or class of persons from any of the provisions of Part II or III, and the person or class of persons shall, to the extent of the exemption, be a qualified person or qualified persons.


	Basic licensing and qualifications are required to maintain the integrity of the legal profession. 

Singapore will continue to review the licensing requirements and criteria to ensure that they remain objective. 



	Foreign Entry


	The Legal Profession Act (Chapter 161) was amended in 2004 to remove the existing requirement that in Singapore law arbitration proceedings held in Singapore (i.e. arbitration in which Singapore law issues arise), any counsel who does not hold a Singapore law practising certificate may not plead on any Singapore law issue without the assistance of a Singapore lawyer. The amendments do not allow a foreign counsel to appear in a Singapore court on any matter relating to the arbitration proceedings. However, the amendments allow any counsel involved in a Singapore law arbitration to vet, draft and advise on the arbitration and documents related to and arising therefrom, including and commencing from the notice of referral of the dispute to arbitration, until and after the termination of the arbitration.
The Legal Profession Act (Chapter 161) was recently amended to provide for the registration of foreign lawyers to practise Singapore law in Singapore law firms under a newly established Special Scheme, which will be administered by the Attorney-General.  This Special Scheme will enable local law firms to selectively tap on good foreign legal talent, without opening the floodgates suddenly to foreign lawyers in the practice of Singapore law.

These foreign lawyers must be of good standing in their home countries, and have high academic qualifications from reputable law schools or relevant work experience in areas like banking and finance.  They must have at least one year’s offshore legal work experience in Singapore, and thereafter they must pass a stringent Qualifying Examination. These foreign practitioners may then be registered to practise Singapore law by the Attorney-General pursuant to the new section 130J and the rules which provide the details made under section 130K. 

Once registered, they will automatically also become foreign practitioner members of the Law Society by virtue of the new section 40A.  Foreign practitioners will also be subject to the safeguards instituted for the protection of members of the public, such as the requirement of professional indemnity insurance.
In addition, amendments were made to allow foreign lawyers to own equity shares in and share profits of a local law firm, subject to an aggregate limit of 25% of the total equity shares in or profits of the local law firm. This will help Singapore law firms to expand their capabilities and reach out to the region. 


	All foreign law firms providing legal services in Singapore and all foreign law firms wishing to set up as representatives offices (to serve only as liaison offices and without carrying out business activities) in Singapore must apply for registration with the Attorney-General.

All foreign lawyers providing legal services in Singapore must, through their respective Singapore law firms, foreign law firms or Joint Law Ventures where they work as partners, directors, employees or trainees, apply for registration with the Attorney-General.

A foreign law firm and a Singaporean law firm may be permitted to register as a Joint Law Venture if the foreign law firm and the Singapore law firm have the relevant legal expertise and experience in banking law, finance law, corporate law, arbitration, intellectual property law , maritime law , or any other area of legal or regional work as may be approved by the Attorney-General, and if the other conditions applicable to Joint Law Venture firms set out in the Legal Profession (International Services) Rules 2007 are satisfied.

For registration as a Formal Law Alliance, both the foreign firm and the Singaporean firm must have the relevant legal expertise and experience in banking law, finance law, corporate law, technology law, telecommunications law, arbitration, intellectual property law, maritime law or any other area of legal or regional work as may be approved by the Attorney-General, and satisfy all conditions applicable to Formal Law Alliances. 

In addition, subject to the approval of the Attorney-General, a foreign law firm may set up a Representative Office to be used only for liaison or promotional work only, without providing legal services or conducting any other business activities in Singapore and, in particular, shall not provide legal advice, conclude contracts or open or negotiate any letters of credit through its representative office.
Foreign lawyers who are employed in, or who are practising foreign law in Singapore under a Joint Law Venture between a foreign law firm and a Singapore law firm may, subject to fulfillment of the conditions in the Legal Profession (International Services) Rules 2007 governing the registration of foreign lawyers to practise Singapore law in banking, finance, corporate work, and such conditions as may be imposed by the Attorney-General, apply for registration to practise Singapore law. 

Under the Legal Profession (International Services) Rules 2007, a foreign lawyer who has been a partner, a director or an employee of a qualifying Singapore law firm for not less than one year immediately preceding the application and is a partner, a director or an employee of that Singapore law firm at the time of the application  and who satisfies the rules and guidelines mentioned in this Notice, may apply to the Attorney-General for registration to practise Singapore law and obtain a certificate of registration of a foreign lawyer to practise Singapore law (except representation of any party before any judicial or regulatory tribunal or body in Singapore). The foreign lawyer concerned must comply with rule 16 (Application for registration of foreign lawyer to practise Singapore law in Singapore law firm) and rule 17 (Eligibility to practise Singapore law in Singapore law firm) of the Rules.
The Act also allows foreign lawyers, upon the fulfillment of certain requirements set out in the Part VI of the Rules, to own equity shares in and share profits of a local law firm, subject to an aggregate limit of 25% of the total equity shares in or profits of the local law firm
Any counsel involved in a Singapore law arbitration is allowed to vet, draft and advise on the arbitration and documents related to and arising from, including and commencing from the notice of referral of the dispute to arbitration, until and after the termination of the arbitration.  However, a foreign counsel is not allowed to :

(a) appear in a Singapore court on any matter relating to the arbitration proceedings; and (b) vet or draft Singapore law agreements incorporating arbitration clauses or to advise on the legal rights and liabilities of the parties to such agreements before the dispute is referred to arbitration. 

	

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	N.A. as Singapore has taken an exemption on MFN from the General Agreement on Trade and Services (GATS).


	N.A. Singapore has taken an exemption on MFN from the General Agreement on Trade and Services (GATS).


	Singapore will review the exemption on MFN from the General Agreement on Trade and Services (GATS) at the appropriate time



