
	CHAPTER 5: STANDARDS
 AND CONFORMANCE

	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardisation activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; 
h.       implement and maintain a standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards; and

i
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION
APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and
d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardisation activities.

Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

Continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;
c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  
d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; 
c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts; and

d.     implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.


	Mexico’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2007



	Chapter 5: Mexico’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2007

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Regulatory Review Policies / Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with

international standards 

where appropriate 


	A more strict supervision of the alignment of national voluntary standards (NMX) with international standards is being implemented, as of May 2007, aiming to ensure the maximum degree of harmonization.
	In accordance to the WTO TBT and SPS agreements obligations and the applicable dispositions established by the Federal Law of Metrology and Standardization (LFMN) and its Rules (RLFMN) (Both legal documents could be found in http://www.economia.gob.mx Path: Normatividad Empresarial> Normas> Marco Legal> Leyes/Reglamentos), Mexico shall:

 

a) Develop or modify technical regulations and standards based on international standards to the maximum extent possible, except where they are inappropriate to fulfil a legitimate objective;
 

b) During the periodical review of technical regulations and standards (every five years), when appropriate, new developments of international standards or modification of international standards shall be considered;
 

c) Technical regulations and standards, should contain a paragraph indicating the degree of alignment with international standards (equivalent, identical or not equivalent) and the reasons of any deviation from international standards;
 

d) Approve the registration of National Standardization Bodies subject to their acceptance of the WTO TBT Agreement Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards, among other requirements.
 

Currently all National Standardization Bodies have accepted Annex 3 of the WTO TBT Agreement.

	To comply with the Mexican commitment at the APEC forum, the Mexican Government has established a permanent national strategy to harmonize mexican standards (Normas Mexicanas, NMX) and technical regulations (Normas Oficiales Mexicanas, NOM) with international standards. All to facilitate international trade and to better protect consumers.   

The key issues of this strategy are:

1. According with the Ley Federal sobre Metrología y Normalización (LFMN, Federal Law on Metrology and Standardization), NMX and NOM must be elaborated in harmony with the equivalent international standards. NMX and NOM must also be reviewed at least every five years. From now on, the main principle to elaborate new standards and technical regulations and to review the existing ones (or to decide whether they should be maintained), is their concurrence with international standards. 

The Ministry of Economy, through the General Bureau of Standards (Dirección General de Normas, DGN), is responsible of ensuring the enforcement of the LFMN. To carry out this responsibility, DGN has set several objectives: 

· To strengthen Mexico’s role in the international standardization bodies, DGN has contacted other federal authorities interested in standardization, in order to: 

a) elaborate an experts database;
b) create a procedure to define Mexico’s position at the international standardization bodies; through participation of private sector and public sector to elaborate technical regulations and standards according to international standards and Mexican market needs in order to elaborate Mexican position according to the most important domestic statements. 
c) disseminate the procedure of elaboration and implementation of standards, defined in the LFMN, and to train people to make and implement standards within this framework;
d) facilitate and simplify access by the Mexican standardizing bodies (committees and organizations responsible of elaborating the NMX and NOM) to the catalogue of international standards;
e) increase non governmental organizations’ involvement in the standardization processes;
f) promote organizations specialized on topics relevant to consumers;
g) train the above mentioned organizations on standardization procedures;
h) promote participation of experts in national and international forums to select important topics in which Mexico should participate and develop a domestic analysis that would be submitted in international forums as result of that analysis;
i) Now a days, there is a system that registers notifications from the World Trade Organization to specific sectors and interested people  could send their comments. This system is named NOTIFICANORMALERT. It could be applied to elaborate international standards notifying international projects to specialized sectors and asking them to analyze and submit comments.
· Every year the Federal Government publishes the National Standardization Program (Programa Nacional de Normalización, PNN), which contains projects of standards that will be issued during the year. To ensure the harmonization of the NMX and NOM with the international standards, the DGN will establish a new criteria starting 2008: before registering any project of a standard in the PNN, the Mexican standardizing bodies must provide evidence about  harmonization between the project and the related international standards.

· By the end of 2007, the Mexican standardizing bodies will have reviewed almost 300 NOM and 1,000 NMX. In these reviews, every standardizing body must send to DGN an analysis of the consistency of each NOM or NMX with the related international standard. Should difference exist, the standardizing body must provide a justification to be evaluated by DGN.  

.

	Alignment of standards with

international standards in 

priority areas agreed by the 

SCSC


	Mexico is currently elaborating a document with priority areas and products, and their alignment with international standards.
	Mexico continues analyzing standards and technical regulations corresponding to priority areas, striving to conclude the alignment process.
	

	Active participation in the

 international 

standardization activities of 

international standardizing 

bodies 


	Mexico has participated actively in international standardisation activities such as:
 
ISO
 
- Mexico  has increased its participation in ISO international meetings 

- Active participation and leading in revising the ISO/IWA 2 document
- Participation on 29th ISO General Assembly in Ottawa, Canada.
- The Mexican Committee for ISO improved in the number of votes (previous consensus from interested sectors) for international standards and documents.

- The ISO Secretary General visited Mexico in November 2006 and held a series of activities in order to promote the Mexican participation in ISO.

- The Number of Mirror Subcommittees under the Mexican Committee for ISO has raised to 61.
 
CODEX:
Mexico has now a very active participation in Codex works, the main activities include:

- Participation in the Codex Committee on Food Labelling (Ottawa, Canada on May 2007),
- General Principles (Paris, France, April 2007), 
- The 30th session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Geneva, Switzerland July 2006)
- Meeting of the WG on GE Food Labeling (Oslo, Norway, February 2007)
- Mexico hosted the 16th meeting of the Codex Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (Mexico City, September 2006)

- Mexico was appointed to become the next Coordinator for the Codex Coordinating Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean in the last CCLAC meeting (Mar del Plata, Argentina Nov, 2006) 
 

IEC

Mexico has also kept on improving its work in the IEC; the main activities include:

- Participation in the Centenary Annual General Meeting for IEC (Berlin, Germany, Oct  2006)

- The Mexican representative to the IEC/CB continues serving

- The Mexican participation in the technical work of the IEC has improved.
	Mexico will continue on strengthening its participation in international organizations in order to ensure their technical works do reflect the needs of the Mexican interested parties, thus promoting harmonization.


	

	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	An MRA was celebrated in 2007 between Intertek Testing Services de Mexico, S.A. de C.V. and different laboratories of the same company around the world.
	Mexico is promoting further plurilateral MRA’s in different key areas to facilitate trade between Mexico and other economies.
	· Mexico is interested to increase MRA’s in electronic and electrical areas.
· To encourage APEC to establish a mechanism to identify common commercial interests among its members in order to know who could be interested in formalizing mutual recognition agreements with Mexico.



	Participation in bilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	An MRA was celebrated in 2006 between Entidad Mexicana de Acreditacion, A.C. (EMA) and International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC).
	The LFMN and the RLFMN establish a detailed procedure of transparency to consider any proposal to negotiate or enter into mutual recognition agreements.

Currently 25 MRAs and MoUs operate in Mexico in the regulated sector:

 

An extract of such MRAs and MoUs can be found at: http://www.economia.gob.mx Path: Normatividad Empresarial> Normas> Marco Legal> Acuerdos.

 

For additional information on Mexico’s participation in MRA’s please contact:

 Mr. Oscar Omar Mendoza Flores

 Deputy Director for Standardization System

 General Bureau of Standards

 Ministry of Economy

 Tel: (5255) 57.29.91.00, ext. 43227

 Fax: (5255) 55.20.97.15

 e-mail: omendoza@economia.gob.mx
URL: http://www.economia.gob.mx 

Path: Normatividad Empresarial> Normas
	

	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity 

assessment in the voluntary sector 


	An MRA was celebrated in 2007 between Asociación de Normalización y Certificación, A.C. (ANCE) and the IECEE CB-Scheme.
	The LFMN and the RLFMN establish a detailed procedure of transparency to consider any proposal to negotiate or enter into mutual recognition agreements.


	

	Improve and maintain level 

of technical infrastructure


	Creation of new organisms with activities on Conformity Assessment.
	Currently, the number of organisms working on Conformity Assessment activities as for May 2007 rises to:

Certification Bodies              47

Testing Laboratories            865

Calibration Laboratories      344

Verification Units                 912
	· To design and implement a strategy to diminish certification expenses. Since there are not enough conformity assessment bodies conveniently located in the Mexican territory, we have to promote the creation of new ones all over Mexico, to facilitate the access of all the interested industries to the certification process.

· To implement a program directed to conformity assessment bodies to verify that they have an adequate technical infrastructure and that they are law-abiding.



	Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance 

and/or activities for 

technical infrastructure 

development


	Mexico identified a need to have technical assistance in order to comply with the REACH of the European Union, as well as the infrastructure in other countries and the mechanisms they are going to establish to comply with it.
Also, Mexico identified the need of financial resources to promote the development and creation of laboratories.
	Mexico has participated in seminars, conferences, training courses and related activities to develop technical infrastructure in the area of standards and conformance, and analyze the experiences of APEC developed member economies.
	· 

	Provision of assistance for

the improvement of other 

economies’ technical 

infrastructure


	No request to Mexico was suggested.
	Mexico is willing to provide technical assistance to developing countries in standards and conformance area upon request.
	To continue assistance to fellow countries economies that request it in areas such as: standardization process, conformity assessment, metrology, notifications and transparency.

	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies
 activities


	Mexico is member of PASC, and participated in its meeting in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, which was held along with the COPANT General Assembly meeting.
	Mexico participates in PAC and APLAC through the Mexican Accreditation Entity (EMA). Also, the General Bureau of Standards of the Ministry of Economy participates in the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC).

Regional cooperation is key to improve the Economies’ performance in international standardization works, thus, continuing participating in the SRB is strategic for Mexico.

For additional information on Mexico’s participation in PAC and APLAC please contact:

 Ms. Maribel López

 Director General

 Entidad Mexicana de Acreditación (EMA)

 Tel: (5255) 55.91.05.32 / 55.91.05.39

 Fax: (5255) 55.66.1.60 / 55.91.05.29

 e-mail: ema@ema.org.mx 
URL: http://www.ema.org.mx
For information related with Mexico’s participation in PASC, please contact:

 Mr. Carlos Berzunza Sánchez
 Director for International Developments

 General Bureau of  Standards

 Ministry of Economy

 Tel: (5255) 57.29.94.80 or (5255) 57.29.93.00 ext.    43216
 Fax: (5255) 55.20.97.15

 e-mail: cberzunz@economia.gob.mx
URL: http://www.economia.gob.mx 
Path: Normatividad Empresarial> Normas> Internacionales
	Regional cooperation is key to improve the Economies’ performance in international standardization. Thus, being an active participant in PASC is strategic for Mexico. Currently our country is developing a comprehensive strategy that will include a stronger role of the SRB’s, and of PASC in particular for more focused and effective work in international standards.

	Continuously strive to 

increase transparency of 

their standards and 

conformance requirements, 

including implementation of 

APEC Leaders’ 

Transparency Standards on 

Standards and 

Conformance(  
	Mexico’s policy on technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment procedures is in accordance with the APEC Leader’s Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance.

 

The Enquiry Point in Mexico is currently implementing transparency measures with its trade partners, in a bigger scope than the WTO procedures.

 

Currently, Mexico is improving its electronic notification system called Notificanorm-Alert, which includes a broader diffusion among business and industrial sectors.
	Mexican Federal Law of Metrology and Standardization provides transparent procedures to elaborate mandatory and voluntary standards in accordance to the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and Sanitary and Phitosanitary Measures (SPS).

 

The "Comités Consultivos Nacionales de Normalización" (Standards Advisory National Committees - SANC) are standardization bodies responsible to elaborate mandatory standards. They are integrated by technical experts of the competent authorities; industrial organizations; services suppliers; merchants; agricultural, forestry and fishery producers; scientific and technological researchers; institutions; retailers; professional colleges; and consumers. 

 

The SANC’s are coordinated by the competent authorities which are members of the “Comisión Nacional de Normalización” (National Standardization Commission - NSC), comprised by representatives of the government and the private sector.

 

In general, the procedure for the development of standards and technical regulations is as follows:

 

A. Technical regulations:

 

1) The regulatory agency elaborates a draft of the technical regulation that is submitted to SANC for discussion and approval; 

2) SANC elaborates a technical regulation project taking into account relevant international standards;

3) An impact analysis has to be submitted to the Federal Commission of Regulatory Improvement (COFEMER) in order to continue with the procedure of Standardization

4) The technical regulation project is published in the Official Gazette for a 60 days period of public comments. This project is notified to the WTO and, when notifications procedures are established on free trade agreements, it is also notified to FTA members;

5) Interested persons sent comments to the regulatory agency;

6) The correspondent Committee incorporates, where appropriate, public comments into the text of the proposed technical regulation;

7) Answer to comments have to be published by the regulatory agency in the Official Gazette at least 15 days prior to publish the technical regulation;

8) The final version of the technical regulation is published in the Official Gazette as a Norma Oficial Mexicana (NOM), and enters into force at least 60 days after its publication. 

  

B. For standards:

 

1)
A National Standardization Body (NSB), through a Technical Standardization Committee, elaborates a standard project, taking into account the International Standards, except when they are not appropriate to fulfil its objective;

2) The standard project is discussed by the Committee for approval.

3) Standard project approval requires the consensus of all Committee participants (producers, suppliers, wholesalers and retailers, service providers, consumers, professional associations, and other interested persons);

4) A notice and a summary of the standard project is published in the Official Gazette for a 60 days period of public comments;

5) Comments, where appropriate, are incorporated into the text of the standard. All interested parties may submit comments and participate in the elaboration of the standard;

6) NSB sends the final version of the standard to the Technical Secretariat of the NSC; and

7) Technical Secretariat of the NSC publishes a notice in the Official Gazette informing that the NMX takes effect 60 days after the notice publication.

 

As an additional step to enhance transparency during the process to elaborate standards and technical regulations, Mexico publishes in advance the Programa Nacional de Normalización (PNN) encompassing the areas, sectors, and products that will be subject to some standardization activity during that year. The PNN (National Standardization Program -NSP-) can be found at: http://www.economia.gob.mx (Path: Normatividad Empresarial> Normas> Normalización> Programa Nacional).

 

With the aim to give certainty on standardization activities, the RLFMN establishes in article 57, that the NSP should be approved by the “Comisión Nacional de Normalización” (National Standardization Committee) no later than February 28 of the current year. Also, article 58 states that NSP supplement must be approved when necessary no later than August 31 of each year.

 

The Federal Law of Metrology and Standardization establishes in the article 51-A that all Standards and Technical Regulations have to be revised every 5 years in order to be modified or cancelled depending on the results of its application in the market.

 

Likewise, the Federal Law of Metrology and Standardization establishes procedures and measures for the periodical revision of standards and technical regulations to improve transparency.

 

In order to facilitate the exchange of information on standards, the Mexican Government, through the General Bureau of Standards has an information centre and an e-mail service (normasomc@economia.gob.mx or gmata@economia.gob.mx), and also established a database service, which provides access to domestic standards and technical regulations catalogue and other information on the area of Standards and Conformance (Notificanorm-Alert) (www.economia.gob.mx. Path: Normatividad Empresarial> Normas> Catálogo de Normas).

 

General Bureau of Standards information centre can be contacted at:

 

Mr. Gabriel Mata Alvarado

Ministry of Economy

General Bureau of  Standards (DGN)

Address: Av. Puente de Tecamachalco N.°6, Lomas de Tecamachalco, Sección Fuentes, C.P. 53950, Naucalpan de Juárez, Estado de México

Tel.: + 52 55 57.29 93 00 ext. 43221

Fax: + 52 55 55.20.97.15

E-mail: normasomc@economia.gob.mx
            gmata@economia.gob.mx
URL: http://www.economia.gob.mx
Path: Normatividad Empresarial> Normas
	· To design and implement a strategy to create a culture of standardization activities and their enforcement.
· To supervise and correct failures in the integration of Mexican standardizing bodies, to ensure participation is transparent and representative. 



	Participate in relevant 

international fora


	Mexico has played an important role in international fora, especially in the WTO TBT Committee and in the REACH analysis group.
	Once a year, Mexico revises the FTA's that have been signed with its trade partners, as well as the TBT Committee.

Mexico is currently improving its participation in the GHS Working Group integrated by government institutions and the private sector, in order to harmonize technical regulations with UN GHS guidelines.
 
Mexico was represented at the UN GHS Fora in Geneva (2006)
	Continue participating in international forums.

	Other activities


	Mexico participated in the APEC Market Surveillance Workshop in may 2007.


	
	


	Improvements in Mexico’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with 

international standards where 

appropriate 


	Federal Law of Metrology and Standardization (FLMS) mandates that development and amendments of standards and technical regulations shall be based in the applicable international standard to the extent possible.

 

FLMS also establishes that in the cases that a technical regulation or standard is not consistent with international standards it shall be indicated explicitly.


	The amendment of the FLMS on May 20, 1997, that is in accordance to the WTO TBT and SPS agreements obligations established the following legal changes:

 

· For Mexican Official Standards (NOMs), the reforms established the obligation to consider international standards during the elaboration process, and to present a “regulatory impact declaration”. 

· NOMs and NMXs must be reviewed every five years. 

· The concept of “conformity assessment” was introduced, to be carried out by private bodies including certification bodies, verification units and laboratories. 

· The accreditation entities are responsible for the accreditation of conformity assessment bodies, with the support of technical organizations, in accordance to the applicable international standards and guidelines.

· Article 44 and article 51-A of Mexico’s Federal Law of Metrology and Standardization establishes that the development or modification of technical regulations and standards shall be based on international standards to the maximum extent possible, except where they are inappropriate to fulfill a legitimate objective.

· During the periodical review of technical regulations and standards consider, when appropriate, new developments of international standards or modification of international standards.

· Technical regulations and standards, should contain a paragraph indicating the degree of alignment with international standards.

· Registration of National Standardization Bodies subject to their acceptance of the WTO TBT Agreement Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards, among other requirements.

 

Since 1998 Mexico participated in activities to develop the Guide to Good Regulatory Practice.

 

In January 1999, Mexico published the “Regulation of the Federal Law of Metrology and Standarization" (RLFMN) which establishes the legal obligation to consider, when appropriate, the development of new international standards or the modification of international standards, during the periodical revision of technical regulations and standards. 

 

The RLFMN also establishes that technical regulations and standards should indicate the degree of alignment with international standards (equivalent, identical or not equivalent) as well as the reasons of any deviation from international standards.

 

Although most standards and technical regulations were developed prior the establishment of the RLFMN, data shows a 60% of total/partial concordance with international standards.


	Active participation in the international standardisation 

activities of international 

standardizing bodies


	ISO

 

Participation as an active member in 13 committees, and as an observer member in 73 committees

 

Endorsement for the establishment of the Mexican Committee for the International Standardization Organization

CODEX

 

22 Subcomittees compose the Mexican Codex Alimentarius Committee

 

Mexico chairs the World Committee of Codex Alimentarius for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

 

Mexico participates in the activities on safety, regulation, toxicology and labelling of food

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IEC

 

Mexico is restructuring the Mexican Electrotechnical Committee and has established six subcommittees and one working group.


	ISO

 

Mexico participates in the standardization activities in the areas of building & construction and hazardous area equipment and in the ISO/TC 59 as an o-member (1997)

 

As of July 28, 2003, Mexico’s participation in ISO TCs and SCs was as follows: P member (41) and O member (310)

 

Currently, one of the main tasks of the Mexican Committee for the International Standardization Organization is to increase participation in the ISO Committees in which Mexico has been acting as observer. 

 

The Mexican Committee meetings are scheduled each month and also the committee acts as a private/public forum to review and to discuss international standardization issues.

 

As of 8 October 2004, Mexico’s participation in ISO TCs and SCs was as follows: P member (41) and O member (267)

 

Currently, one of the main tasks of the Mexican Committee is to strengthen the national participation in our mirror committee.

 

The Mexican Committee meetings are scheduled each month and also the committee acts as a private/public forum to review and to discuss international standardization issues.

 

The ISO President, Oliver Smoot visited Mexico in June 2004. During his visit, Mr. Smoot encouraged a more proactive participation of the relevant Mexican organizations in international standardization activities; among others, Mr. Smoot met with several mass media representatives, high level executives of the public and private sectors, and offered a conference for over 700 people. 

 

Mexico became a P-Member in ISO/TC 225 and hosted its meeting in Mexico City in August 2004.

 

The IWA 2 “Quality Management Systems, guidelines for the application of ISO 9001:2000 on education”, a mexican proposal, was published by ISO in 2004.

 

As of 15 August 2005, Mexico holds 42 P-Memberships and 266 O-Memberships in ISO.

 

The IWA 4 “Quality Management Systems - Guidelines for the application of ISO 9001:2000 on Local Governments”, a Mexican proposal, held its workshop in Veracruz Mexico last 22-23 May 2005,.

 

CODEX

 

As of July 28, 2003:

 

a) 27 Subcomittees composed the Mexican Codex Alimentarius Committee;

 

b) Mexico is member in all the technical and political Committees of Codex;

 

c) Mexico continues to chair the Codex Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables, and

 

d) Mexico was elected as the Regional Representative before the Codex Executive Committee during the Commission Session held in Rome, Italy June 30 - July 7, 2003.

 

As of 8 October 2004

 

a) 29 Subcomittees composed the Mexican Codex Alimentarius Committee;

 

b) Mexico is member of the most of the technical and political Committees of Codex;

 

c) Mexico continues as host and chair of the Codex Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables, and

 

d) Mexico was elected as the Regional Representative of the Latin American and the Caribbean Region before the Codex Executive Committee during the last Commission Session held in Rome, Italy June 30 - July 7, 2003.

 

As of 15 August 2005

 

a) 28 Subcommittees compose the Mexican Codex Alimentarius Committee

b) Mexico attended practicly all the tecnnical meetings of Codex

c) Mexico was re-elected Regional Representative of its region before the Codex Executive Committee

 

IEC

 

As of July 28, 2003, Mexico is p-member in 17 TCs and 27 SCs, and O-member of 13 TCs and 27 SCs. Our participation is managed through 8 CEM subcommittees.

 

As of July 28, 2004, Mexico is a P-member in 18 TCs and 28 SCs, and O-member of 19 TCs and 34 SCs. Our participation is managed through 8 CEM subcommittees.

 

As of 15 August 2005, Mexico is a P-member in 46 TCs and SCs, and O-member of 50 TCs and 34 SCs. Our participation is managed through 9 CEM subcommittees.



	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	There were no plurilateral recognition arrangements on conformity assessment prior 1996

	The amendment of the FLMS on May 20, 1997, established general dispositions to allow MRA’s. In addition Regulatory agencies must publish their conformity assessment procedures and available mechanisms to undertake mutual recognition agreements with foreign entities. 

 

Since 1997 Mexico participated in related activities on the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement for Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment, and the APEC Telecommunications MRA.

 

Since 1998 Mexico participated in the activities to develop the APEC Food Recall Guidelines and the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and started its participation in the APEC Arrangement for Exchange of Information on Toy Safety.

 

Since December 9, 1998, Mexico participates in  the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information in Toy Safety.

 

In 2005, APLAC/IAAC made a joint evaluation to Laboratories and Verification Units, in order to insert them into multilateral recognition agreements in the Regional Accreditation Forum.


	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	MRA with the US to recognize test results for technical regulations on tires (March 1996)

	The amendment of the FLMS on May 20, 1997, established general dispositions to allow MRA’s. In addition, Regulatory agencies must publish their conformity assessment procedures and available mechanisms to undertake mutual recognition agreements with foreign entities. 

 

 Currently the following MRA’s and MoU’s operate in Mexico in the regulated sector:

· MoU with the US for safety standards on telecommunication equipment. (April 17, 1997) The following MRA’s operated under this MoU:

1. MRA between ANCE and Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. on test results (September 26, 1997)

2. MRA between the Cámara Nacional de la Industria Eléctrica y de Comunicaciones Eléctricas (CANIETI) Testing Laboratory and Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. on test results (September 30, 1997)

· MoU with Canada for safety standards on telecommunication and information technology equipment  (December, 1998)

· MRA between ANCE and the Instituto Colombiano de Normas Técnicas y  Certificación on test results and certification (December, 1999)

· MRA between the Canadian Standards Association and ANCE in the electrical field

 

MRA's were revised during 2003 and 2004

The amendments were negotiated among Mexican private certification bodies with international counterparts. The amendments were approved by the Mexican government.

 

A new MRA has been approved between the National Association on Standardization and Certification (ANCE), Mexican Certification Organism, and the Electric Industry Central Laboratory French Certification Unit.


	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary 

sector 


	There were no bilateral recognition arrangements on conformity assessment prior 1996


	The amendment of the FLMS on May 20, 1997, established general dispositions to allow MRA’s. In addition, Regulatory agencies must publish their conformity assessment procedures and available mechanisms to undertake mutual recognition agreements with foreign entities.

 

 Currently the following MRA’s operate in Mexico in the voluntary sector:

· MRA between the National Metrology Center (CENAM) and the US National Institute of Standards and Technology, in the fields of metrology and measurement standards (July 13, 1999)

· MRA among the National Metrology Center, the US National Institute of Standards and Technology and the Research Council of Canada, under the framework of NORAMET, in the field of measurement and calibration capabilities (September, 1999)

· MRA on measurement standards, and calibration/measurement  certificates among members of the Treaty of the Metre under coordination of the International Committee of Weights and Measures (October 14, 1999)

 

The National Metrology Center (CENAM) has been participating in the following activities related to the CIPM MRA: Annual Meeting of Directors of National Metrology Institutes of Member Satates of the Metre Convention and the Consultative Committees for: Mass; Length; Thermometry; Acoustic, Ultrasound and Vibration; Photometry and Regionmetry; and Amount of Substance.

 

Amendments to various MRA's:

 

ANCE-CSA, 2 amendments

ANCE-IINCOTEC

NEMKO-ANCE

 

The Mexican Accreditation Entity (EMA):

 

* Participates in the PAC MLA for QMS since september 6, 2001,

* Started its participation as signatory of the IAF MLA for QMS in November 2001

* Applied to become signatory of the PAC/IAF MLA for EMS on August 2002

* Submitted an application to become a Party of the IAAC MLA for QMS


	Improve and maintain the level of 

their  technical infrastructure

Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance and/or 

activities for technical 

infrastructure development


	The National Metrology Center (CENAM) commands all metrology activities throughout the country.

 

The National Calibration System ensures that all calibration activities are carried out by accredited laboratories and in accordance to the General Measurement System.

 

Establishment of the National System for Accreditation of Test Laboratories, that comprises six evaluation committees: Construction, electric and electronic, metal-mechanics, chemicals, textile and apparel goods and food.


	Standards and conformity assessment

 

1997

 

· Participation in the first part of the APEC TILF project entitled “Study on technical infrastructure development for measurement standards, laboratory management and accreditation, inspection bodies, quality system and product certification bodies accreditation” carried out by the Nordicity Group LTD of Canada on July 21 to 25.

· Participation in training courses financed by the government of Japan: Quality Control (October, Tokyo); International Activities on Standardization (August, Yokohama); and Accreditation Process (November, Yokohama)

 

1998

 

· Mexican technicians involved in accreditation systems and procedures received professional advice from the Australian Accreditation Body in a two phase training program, Phase I took place in Mexico City, on April 30 to May 9 and Phase II was carried out in Australia, from May 11 to June 2

· Participation in training courses financed by the government of Japan: Quality Control (September, Tokyo); and International Activities on Standardization (August, Yokohama)

· On June Mexico participated in the course “Legal metrology for the Americas” financed by the government of the United States through the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)

· Participation in the APEC/Partners for Progress Project on Standards and Conformity Assessment Schemes (November 24 - December 3)

 

1999

 

· Approval of the Mexican Accreditation Entity (EMA) to perform accreditation of certification bodies, laboratories and verification units

· General Bureau of Standards get the certification in ISO 9002 

· Mexico hosted the APEC Experts-Trainers-Executives Workshop Course, co-organized by the Ministry of Commerce and Industrial Development under the APEC International Quality Assurance System (IQAS) Project (November)

· Participation in the APEC/Partners for Progress Project on Standards and Conformity Assessment Schemes (November 15 to 20)

· Membership of the Mexican Accreditation Entity (EMA) in PAC (October 15) and APLAC (November 29)

 

2000

 

· Participation in training courses financed by the government of Japan: Conformity Assessment (October 2000, Tokyo); Total Quality Management (November 2000, Tokyo); and International Standardization Activity Course -ENST1- (June 2000, Yokohama)

 

2001

 

· On March 19, 2001, Mexico hold an  Industry round table under the activities of the APEC Speaker’s Bureau on Standards Based Management Systems .

·  In April 2001  Mexico participated  in the experts workshop in Japan under the activities of the APEC Speaker’s Bureau on Standards Based Management Systems

 

· During 2000 and 2001 Mexico participated in the following seven training courses, financed by the government of Japan: 

· International Standardization (March 2001, Wellington, New Zealand)

· Conformity Assessment  (October 2000, Tokyo)

· International Standardization Activity course -ENST1- (June 2001, Yokohama)

· Total Quality Management (August 2001, Yokohama)

· Accreditation System Training Course (Octobe 2001, Yokohama, Japan)

· Standardization and Quality (November 2001, Santa Fe de Bogota, Colombia)

· Bilateral Cooperation Program (Decmber 2001, Paris, France)

· Conformity Assessment (Jauary 2002, Kuala Lumpur) Malaysia

· On July 2001 Mexico participated in the Ninth Plenary Meeting of ISO TC 207 “Environmental Management Systems” in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 

September 2001 - August 2002

 

On September 6-7 Mexico hold an Industry Simposium on Trucking Sevice under the activites of the APEC Speaker's Bureau on Standards Based Management Systems

 

Mexico participated in the following training courses financed by the government of Japan:

 

· Standards and Conformity Assessment (January 2002, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia)

  

 Activities of the Mexican Accreditation Entity (EMA) in 2000--August 2001:

 

· Participation in the identification of developing economies’ needs and interests, in representation of the IAF developing member economies

· Participation in the development and establishment of the North American Accreditation Cooperation MoU. EMA's accredited laboratories participate in the NAC-sponsored inter-laboratory comparisons 

· Coordination in the provision of pre-peer evaluation in Peru

· Participation in the PAC assessment of the Standards Council of  Canada

· Participation as observer in an assessment of NAVLAB and as an assessor in calibration activities

· Application to participate in the PAC MLA ( September 2000)

· Participation in the APLAC per evaluation with a view to become signatory of the APLAC MRA

· Participation in the PAC assessment  on Mexico´s accreditation infrastructure for product certification

· Application for APEC TILF Funding for two project proposals

· Participation in the APEC project CTI 32 99/T MRA readiness project

· Participation as speaker at a WTO sponsored seminar in Colombia

 

September 2001-August  2002 

 

· Chair of the North American Calibration Committee

· Participation as observer in an assessment of Registrar Accreditation Board (RAB) in the areas of Quality  Management  System (QMS) and EMS for certification bodies

· Signatory of  the PAC MLA for  QMS (September 6, 2001)

· Participation in the PAC assessment to evaluate Mexico’s accreditation infrastructure for product certification bodies 

· Coordination/implementation of projects CTI 22 T/2001  and CTI 27 T/2001) 

· Participation in the identification of developing economies' needs and interests in representation of IAF developing member economies and design/circulation of a survey on "intelligence system" under the activities in IAF/ILAC

· EMA's accredited laboratories participate in NACC sponsored interlaboratory comparisons

· Participation in the assessment of Standards Council of Canada.

 

2005

EMA (Mexican Accreditation Entity) was evaluated and received a renovation as an MLA signatary in the programme Quality Systems Accreditarion Organisms – IAF/PAC/IAAC in 2005.

 

 

Metrology

 

· Approval of 23 national standards by the Ministry of Commerce and Industrial Development (August 18, 1997)

· Approval of 14 additional national standards (November 30, 1998)

· Certification of 983 reference materials (as of August 2002)

· Comparisons of national standards (as of August 2002): Bilateral (US, Canada, Germany, Italy, United Kingdom, Brazil, Jamaica, Panama and Chile)

 Regional (NORAMET, SIM and EUROMET)

· Key comparisons under the International Committee of Weights and Measures (as of August 2002): length, mass and time

· Participation in the workshop on quality systems for National Metrology Institutes organized by the Product Standards Board of Singapore (December 2000)

· Workshop on assesment technologies organized by the Korean Research Institute for Standards and Science (KRISS) (November 2000)

 

2001 - 2002 

 

Participation of the National Metrology Center in the following activities:

 

· Lecturer in 11 sector oriented seminars, 9 congresses and 2 technical meetings

· Participation in 44 technical conferences oriented to industry and scientific organizations in the areas of pressure, vibration, acoustic, uncertainty, calibration, etc.

· 8 training courses for secondary metrology laboratories in the areas of calibration and uncertainty of measurement.

· 33 training courses for industry staff in the fields of pressure, density, temperature, mass, strength, vibration, ultrasound and humidity.

· 17 tehnical advisories to seconday laboratories

· 35 technical advisories to industry staff covering the following areas: Uncertainty, strength, humidity, thermometry, vibration and temperature among others.

· 32 training courses to industry staff in CENAM's facilities

· Participation in the following workshops: 

    - Uncetainty in measurements, organized by the PSB on December 2001

    - High Quality Ceramic Technologies, (KRISS, March 2002)

 

On May 29-30, 2002, CENAM held the 2nd International Simposium on Metrology

 

DGN participated in the Legal Metrology Symposium and the 37th  OIML Meeting 
Participation in the SIM Annual Meeting and an International Seminar in Chile.

Assistance to the US National Conference on Weights and Measures.

Participation in an exchange of present and future activities and perspectives with the National Institute for Standards and Technology (NIST)

 

2003

 

Participation in the APLMF Trazability and Legal Metrology Symposium.

Participation in the 10th APLMF Fora, as well as in its working groups.

Assistance to the SIM Legal Mass Metrology and Quality Systems Workshop.

 

2004 

DGN participated in the Netherlands Standardization Institute Third Gas Analysis Symposium & Exhibition in 2004.
 

2005 

 

APEC/APLMF Training Courses in Legal Metrology (Training Course on Electricity Meters)



	Provision of assistance for the

improvement of other economies’

technical infrastructure


	Not applicable

	Mexico has given technical assistance, in order to comply with WTO TBT and SPS agreements, and to help other countries to improve their standards and conformance system.

 

In 2002, DGN gave technical assistance to the General Office of Standards and Industrial Technology (DGNTI-COPANIT) of Panamá; Costa Rica´s Technical Regulations Institute; and to El Salvador National Council on Science and Technology.

 

 In 2004, such technical assistance was given to: the Egyptian Association for Standardization and Quality Control (EOS) from Egypt; the Ministry of Commerce and Industrial Development of Nicaragua; the Ministry of Economy, Industry and Commerce of Costa Rica; to employees of the Government of Nicaragua; the Investment and Development of Exports Foundation of Honduras.

 

During 2005 Mexico gave technical assistance to INDECOPI from Peru, on the standardization procedures and transparency measures. INDECOPI assisted to EMA (Entidad Mexicana de Acreditacion), and to a couple of Certification Bodies: NORMEX and IMNC.



	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies activities


	Mexico is participating member of the APLMF since November 1994.

 
	Since 1997 Mexico participates in the activities to enhance the relationship between the SCSC and SRB’s

 

In 1999 the Mexican Accreditation Entity (EMA) became a member of PAC and APLAC

 

During 2001 EMA participated in the annual assemblies of PAC and APLAC. In 2002 EMA will host the annual assembly of PAC and will participate in the annual meeting of APLAC

 

EMA participated in the 2004 and 2005  Annual Assembly of APLAC, as well as in the PAC Technical Committee in Taiwan and the APLAC MLA Committee.

 

DGN participated in APEC/APLMF Training Courses in Legal Metrology.


	Continuously strive to increase 

transparency of their standards

and conformance requirements, 

including implementation of APEC

Leaders’ Transparency Standards

on Standards and Conformance(  


	The Federal Law for Metrology and Standardization of 1992 provided:

 

a) Transparent procedures to develop mandatory and voluntary standards, and 

b) Dispositions that guarantee the periodical revision of standards and technical regulations.

 

The General Bureau of Standards exchanged information on standards through e-mail service.

 

Publication in advance of the National Standardization Program establishing the areas, sectors and products subject to standardization activities of each year

	1997

 

The amendments of the FLMS enhanced the transparency in the elaboration of standards and technical regulations by the establishment of:

 

· Separate procedures to develop standards and technical regulations

· Procedures and measures for the periodical revision of standards and technical regulations

· The Regulatory Impact Analysis instead of the cost-benefit analysis, with a view to assess the following aspects in the establishment of standards/technical regulations: Economic viability, legal and technical feasibility and regulatory impact.

 

Mexico: 

 

· Established a world web data base service with access to information in the area of standards and conformance and to the standards catalogue, including the full text of technical regulations;

· Participated in the development of the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations; and

· Answered the survey on the availability of and access to standards and conformance information in the region with a view to facilitating the exchange of information between member economies and private sector interest

 

1998

 

· Mexico implemented the recommendations of the APEC transparency survey

· The standards catalog was amended to include technical regulations

· Mexico participated in the SCSC project on Compilation of Information on Food Labelling Laws, Regulations and Standards in APEC Member Economies

 

The Notificanorm-Alert System was created in order to make the diffussion of all the WTO Notifications.

 

1999

 

· The “Reglamento de la Ley Federal sobre Metrología y Normalización” (RFLMS) establishes the obligation to approve the National Standardization Program (NSP) no later than February 28 each year. On the other hand, and where it exists, the supplement of the NSP shall be approved no later than August 31, each year.

· Among other dispositions, the RFLMS establishes the following obligations related to transparency:

1. Determine the Mexican Standards Catalog 

2. Establishes scope and itemize the development process of standards/technical regulations

3. Regulates development, publication and assessment of the National Standardization Program, 

4. Establishes the legal framework for the operation and establishment of the Standards Consultative National Committees, Standards Technical National Committees, Standards Reference Committees and Mexican Committees to participate in International Standardization Activities

 

2000

 

DGN assisted to a Meeting regarding WTO and FTA´s  technical regulations modifications.

 

2001

Mexico participated with several proposals at the WTO TBT/SPS Special Meeting on Enquiry Points and information exchange.

 

2002

Mexico´s WTO Enquiry Point made a presentation at the APEC Simposium on Notification Procedures at Peru.

Mexico assited to the APEC Group on communication habilities and to the Economic Committee.

 

2003

NAFTA partners elaborated a trilingual information brochure on the Information Services and the Enquiry Points in each country.

 

Mexico´s Enquiry Point assisted to the WTO SPS Special Meeting on Enquiry Points at Geneva.

 

Mexico Participated in a wide range of conferences on the US Bioterrorism Law.

 

2004

Mexico participated at the WTO Meeting in Geneva with a proposal on Information Dissemination”

 

A Benchmarking Meeting between US and Mexico´s Enquiry Point was held in order to improve information and notification services in both countries.

 

Mexico gave a conference in the WTO/BID sponsored Workshop on TBT Enquiry Points and Information Centers.

 

2005

 

Mexico has an improvement project for Notificanorm Alert, in order to make it easier, and give it more diffusion in the industrial and business sector.

 

The Enquiry Point in Mexico is currently implementing transparency measures with its trade partners, in a bigger scope than the WTO procedures.

 
Regulations Moratorium:

 

Since may 13th 2004, every Regulation to be issued must go trough the Federal Commission of Regulation Improvement to be analyzed and determined if it complies with the appropriate legitimate objective principles.

 

The Ministry of Public Security was included to work as a standardization authority in 2003.

 

Mexico’s policy on technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment procedures is in accordance with the APEC Leader’s Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance.



	Participate in relevant international fora


	Since 1989 Mexico participates in the OILM activities.
	Since 1997 Mexico participates in MRA related activities carried out in ILAC

 

The Mexican Accreditation Entity participates as full member of IAF since July 2000

 

In November 2000 EMA applied to participate in the IAF MLA. Since November 2001 EMA is participating in the IAF MLA for QMS.

 

Currently EMA is:

* Director of Accreditation Bodies in Developing Countries at the IAF Board

 

* Chair of the joint ILAC/IAF Development Support Committee

 

Once a year, Mexico revises the FTA's that have been signed with it's Commercial Associates


	Other Activities


	Information not available


	Participation in the APEC Conferences on Standards and Conformance (September 2000)

 

Participation in the APEC Workshop on Mutual Recognition Arrangements (July 16-17, 2001, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia).

 

During 2001 Mexico was Vice-chair in the SCSC meetings. 

 

In December 2001 the National Metrology Center participated in the General Assembly of the Interamerican Metrology System. Currently CENAM coordinates the SIM Committee for Professional Development and also represents SIM in the CIPM Joint Committee of the Regional Metrology Organizations and the BIPM (JCRB)

 

In 2002 Mexico chaired the SCSC / APEC

 

Participation in the APEC meetings held in Thailand in 2003

 

Participation in APEC meetings held in Chile, incluiding the Conference on Stardards and Conformace and the Seminar on Good Regulatory Practices in 2004

 

Mexico has recently launched a new improvement project for standards, that includes a new revision of NOM´s to determine if they are obsolete or should be modified.



Appendix   – APEC Leaders Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance
Introduction

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these standards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2005.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed that “APEC sub-fora that have not developed specific transparency provisions should do so,” and further instructed that such new transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) developed the following set of transparency standards for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos and the obligations of the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance:

1.  In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:  (a)  promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to standards and conformance; and, (b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.

2.  As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.

3.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted.  Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.

4.  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.

5.  Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.

6.  Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.

7.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.

� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements. Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
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