	Individual Action Plan Update for Malaysia for 2007

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Malaysia is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) Note 1
	Improvements made since  2006 IAP Note 2
	Further Improvements Planned Note 2

	Tariffs
	As in 2006 IAP
 

Contact Person
 

Director, ASEAN Economic Cooperation
Ministry of International Trade and Industry
Tel:   (603) 6203 4782
Fax:  (603) 6201 9799
 

http://www.miti.gov.my/trade/legal.htm
MITI, Malaysia
  

http://www.aseansec.org/economic/afta/afta.htm
ASEAN Secretariat

	As in 2006 IAP


	Non-Tariff Measures
	As in 2005 IAP
 

Contact Point
 

Deputy Under Secretary
International Section
Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-based Industry
Tel : (603) 8870 1213
Fax:  (603) 8888 6909
E-mail: mnahar@agri.moa.my
Website: http://agrolink.moa.my/

	As in 2005 IAP


	Services


	As in 2006 IAP
	As per 2005 IAP


	Investment


	Malaysia launched the Third Industrial Master Plan (IMP3) in August 2006. The Plan charts the policy directions/strategies aimed at developing the manufacturing and services sector and covers a 15-year period from 2006-2020.  Information on IMP3 can be obtained from MITI’s  website at http://www.miti.gov.my/
Malaysia established a Special Task Force to Facilitate Business (PEMUDAH) in February 2007, to improve public delivery system and enhance the business environment. This taskforce is a public-private sector initiative, mandated to identify and propose appropriate measures to improve procedures, regulations and existing laws. For further details, please refer to http://www.pemudah.gov.my.


	Malaysia will continue to undertaken measures to enhance and facilitate investments.

	Standards and Conformance


	Alignment with International Standards

· As of 31 July 2007, 2,708 out of 4,729 Malaysian Standards (57.26%) are aligned with international standards. As of 31 Dec. 2005, 2,251 out of 4,085 Malaysian Standards (55.1%) were aligned with international standards.

Active Participation in International Standardisation

· STANDARDS MALAYSIA is an active member of international standards organisations i.e. ISO and IEC. To date, Malaysia is a Participating (P) Member for 99 ISO/Technical Committees/ Sub Committees and 16 IEC/TC/SC. Increase from 2005: 10 ISO/TC/SC and 6 IEC/TC/SC.

· For 2007, STANDARDS MALAYSIA hosted and organized international meetings as follow:

1. ISO/TC 69/WG 3 on Statistical Interpretation of Data Meeting

2. ISO/TC 45 SC 4 on Rubber and Rubber Products (Other than Hoses)-Elastomeric Isolators Meeting

3. IEC/TC 31 on Equipment for Explosive Atmosphere Meeting

4. IEC/TC 61 on Household Appliances Meeting

5. APLAC-13th General Assembly & Technical Meeting

· For 2006, STANDARDS MALAYSIA hosted and organized 9 international meetings.

· Malaysia through National Metrology Laboratory participated in the ‘Consultative Committee for Amount of Substance: Metrology in Chemistry’ (CCQM) WG meeting during ‘International Bureau of Weights and Measures’ (BIPM) Meeting on the 16-20 April, 2007.

Recognition of Conformity Assessment

· On 9 February 2006, STANDARDS MALAYSIA achieved signatory status to the IAF MLA for EMS.

· In 13 September 2006, STANDARDS MALAYSIA achieved signatory status to the APLAC MRA for medical testing.

· On 20 November 2006, STANDARDS MALAYSIA launched a new accreditation scheme i.e. Malaysia Inspection Bodies Accreditation Scheme (MIBAS).

· National Metrology Laboratory has successfully listed six Calibration and Measurement Capability (CMC) services in Thermometry under Appendix C of the ‘International Committee for Weights and Measures’ (CIPM) MRA in June 2007.  

· National Metrology Laboratory is the coordinating and pilot laboratory for the APLAC Proficiency Testing Programme on the Interlaboratory Comparison of DC Measurements.

Technical Infrastructure Development

· As of 31 July 2007, the cumulative no. of Malaysian Standards developed is 4, 729 while as of 31 Dec. 2005 is 4, 085.  Increase from 2005: 644.

· As of 31 July 2007, the cumulative no. of accredited laboratories : 368. Increase from 2005: 52. 

· As of 31 July 2007, a total of 23 accreditation certificates have been issued under the ACB Scheme for various programmes. Increase from 2005:  9.

· Accreditation of Certification Bodies (ACB) Scheme:

1. New programmes launched since 2006 are: 

2. Occupational, Safety and Health;

3. Information System Management System; and HACCP.

· Laboratory Accreditation Scheme of Malaysia (SAMM): Include testing, calibration and medical testing. New scope of accreditation launched since 2006 are:

1. Nucleic Acid Testing;

2. Forensic Science Testing;

3. Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) Profiling; and

4. Analysis of Accelerant in Fire Debris.

· The National Measurement System Act 2007 was approved by Parliament on 17 July 2007. The new Act coordinates the national measurement system through:

1. Prescribing the use of uniform units of measurements.

2. Providing a coherent approach in establishing traceability of measurements.

· Malaysia participated in the following training activities/ meetings of the APEC Specialist Regional Bodies:

1. APLMF Workshop on Agricultural Products,           Chiangmai, Thailand, 6-9 Feb 2007.

2. APMP/TCQM Gas Workshop, Xian, China, 22-25 May 2007.

3. APMP/DEC Meeting and Metrology in Chemistry Workshop, Xian, China, 11-15 Jun 2007.

· Anemometry (air speed) calibration and low pressure gas flowmeter calibration capabilities have been established.

 

	Alignment with International Standards 

· Continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards
Active Participation in International Standardisation

· National Metrology Laboratory is presently preparing to host the following training courses:

1. APMP DEC Workshop on Pressure Comparison scheduled for 5-7 Nov 2007.

2. APEC/APLMF 2nd Training Course on Verification of CNG Dispensers, scheduled for 13-16 November 2007.
Recognition of Conformity Assessment

· To increase the number of MRAs/ MLAs.

· To increase the number of scope for existing MRAs/ MLAs.

· Maintain membership status of Metre Convention (Full member), OIML (Corresponding member), APMP (Full member), APLMF (Full member) and signatory to CIPM MRA.

Technical Infrastructure Development 

· To develop 6,000 Malaysian Standards by the year 2010 as part of the national goal.

· To increase the no. of Malaysian Standards used by Government bodies and regulators in their regulatory framework and implementation policies.

· To develop the OECD- Good Laboratory Practice Scheme.

· To expand existing Accreditation of Certification Bodies (ACB) and Skim Akreditasi Makmal Malaysia (SAMM) schemes to include more areas/sectors.

· A national measurement system legislation has been approved by the Parliament and preparations are being made for implementation. This legislation provides uniformity of measurements, streamlines requirements for traceability of measurements and coordination of the national measurement system.

· National standards and capabilities in the National Metrology Laboratory been maintained and upgraded. International traceability and equivalence of national standards are regularly established through participation in regional and international key comparison programmes.



	Customs Procedures


	Greater Public Availability of Information, including Implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency  Standards on Customs Procedure* ______________________________                                          

Customs Website

As per 2005 IAP
Implementation of Harmonised System Convention 

A WCO HS2007 workshop was held on 13-17 November 2006.  The participants were from various WCO countries.

APEC Workshop on HS 2007 Convention was conducted on 28-31 May 2007 with Japan as the country coordinator.  The participants were from Malaysian Customs.
Development of a Compendium of Harmonised Trade Data Elements
As per 2005 IAP

Advance Classification Ruling System
Customs Ruling on Classification and Valuation has been implemented on 1 March 2007.

Customs Appeal Tribunal
Customs Appeal Tribunal has been implemented on 1 Jun 2007.

Other Issues 
(this includes other Customs activities which facilitate trade which are not part of the SCCP CAP)
Enhancement of Customs Golden Client (CGC).  The number of existing members for this programme has increased from 9 to 18 companies.

Introduction of Customs Verification Import (CVI) as part of the risk management techniques on imported goods.  Pilot project is being conducted in Johor Bahru.

Implementation of e-permit by Permit Issuing Agency (PIA) on most imported goods has facilitated clearance of goods.


	Implementation of Customs Portal
Construction of Customs Portal is being developed.
Implementation of Harmonised System Convention
Implementation of HS 2007
Implementation of the TRIPs Agreement
Standard Operating Procedures on IPR enforcement of Border Protection is being developed.

Development of a Compendium of Harmonised Trade Data Elements
Awaiting technical assistance coordinated by Canada on mapping of the WCO data elements under APEC SCCP technical assistance programme.

Other Issues 
(this includes other Customs activities which facilitate trade which are not part of the SCCP CAP)

Department is looking forward to liberalise some of the criteria used in the CGC programme to include also the SME/I participations.


	Intellectual Property Rights


	As in 2006 IAP
	As in 2006 IAP

	Competition Policy


	As in 2006 IAP
 
	As in 2006 IAP

	Government Procurement


	See separate chapter for Government Procurement
	See separate chapter for Government Procurement

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	-
	-

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	-
	-

	Dispute Mediation


	As in 2006 IAP
	As in 2005 IAP


	Mobility of Business People


	As in 2005 IAP

	As in 2005 IAP


	Information Gathering and Analysis


	-
	-

	APEC Food System


	As in 2005 IAP

	As in 2005 IAP


	Transparency


	-
	-


	RTAs/FTAs  Note 5
*See separate chapter for RTAs/FTAs


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	Please use Part 1 of the RTA/FTA reporting template to provide a short description or hyperlinks to any new agreements and to report improvements to existing agreements.  



	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	

	- Future plans


	


	Additional information Note 6  




Notes

1. 
Economies are encouraged to use the sub-chapter and section headings from the full IAP template as guidance for the appropriate level of detailed information to be submitted in the Update.  

2.
Economies should describe significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Wherever possible all entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address etc) where further information can be obtained.

3. 
The IAP Update should provide information necessary to bring the most recent full IAP up to date.  

4. 
If there is no significant change to the information provided in the most recent IAP, “As in [year] IAP” should be entered.

5.  Economies will submit IAP chapters on transparency and RTAs/FTAs for the first time in 2005.  These chapters will remain the base document for the Update until the economy submits its next full IAP.  As a transitional measure, economies will also submit a report in 2005 on Area-specific Transparency Implementation using an agreed format. 

6. 
Economies may use the Additional Information section to describe any material not captured in the template.






