
	CHAPTER 5: STANDARDS
 AND CONFORMANCE

	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardisation activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; 
h.       implement and maintain a standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards; and

i
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION
APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and
d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardisation activities.

Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

Continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;
c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  
d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; 
c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts; and

d.     implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.


	Canada’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2007




	Chapter 5: Canada’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2007

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Regulatory Review Policies / Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with

international standards 

where appropriate 


	For FY 2006/2007, there were a total of 196 standards approved as National Standards of Canada.  Of this total, 134, or 68.37%, were adopted or based on ISO/IEC standards.

	Canada’s Regulatory Policy (1999) directs regulators to comply with TBT (Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade) and SPS (Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures) obligations.  Canada’s policy is to adopt international standards whenever possible and appropriate.

In 1996, Canada issued a notification under Article 15.2 of the TBT Agreement that it complied with its provisions.  An updated notification was submitted in 2002.

In 1999 the SCC notified acceptance of Annex 3 of the TBT Code of Good Practice.  

Further information on the TBT and SPS agreements is available on the World Trade Organization (WTO) website at:

http://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/17-tbt.wpf
http://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/15-sps.wpf
For further information go to: http://www.scc.ca.

Contacts: 

Department Foreign Affairs and International Trade - Technical Barriers and Regulations (eas@dfait-maeci.gc.ca); 

Michel Bourassa, Director, Standards (mbourassa@scc.ca)


	Where appropriate, Canada will continue to encourage further alignment of its national standards with international standards.



	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	Canada has moved towards IEC-based standards with respect to televisions, radio and its parts and video apparatus, products.


	Canada has aligned as follows:

· Medical gloves: aligned with the relevant ISO standards. 

· Machinery (industrial automation systems and integration): the relevant ISO standards have not been adopted as National Standards Systems of Canada but are used by Canadian industry.

· Refrigerators: aligned with the following IEC/CISPR standards: IEC 60335-1, IEC 60335-2-24. 

· Air conditioners: aligned with the following IEC/CISPR standards: IEC 60335-1, IEC 60335-2-34, IEC 60335-2-40.

·Televisions., Radio and Video apparatus are aligned with the relevant IEC/CISPR standards through the use of CAN/CSA-CISPR 22-02.

For further information go to:

http://www.scc.ca/standards/index_e.html. 

Contacts:

ISO:  Lynne Gibbens (lgibbens@scc.ca)

IEC:  Loise DeSilva(ldesilva@scc.ca)
	Where appropriate, Canada will continue to encourage further alignment of its national standards with international standards.

	Active participation in the

 international 

standardisation activities of 

international standardizing 

bodies 


	Canada (SCC) holds P-Status on 400 technical committees and subcommittees (TC/SC) and O-Status on 103 committees.

Approximately 3000 Canadians participate on these international committees.

In order to maximize the impact of Canadian input in international standards development, the Standards Council of Canada (SCC) took steps toward the realization of its objective to increase the proportion of ISO/IEC national committees that are harmonized with Standards Development Organization committees, including the updating of the procedural documents concerning harmonization. As of the end of fiscal year (FY), 2006-2007, 177 Canadian advisory committees and subcommittees had been harmonized with international standards development committees.  This represents an increase of one per cent over the previous year when the number of harmonized committees was 172.
	Technical Committees and Working Groups:

Canadians are Chairs of 26 international  committees (TC) and subcommittees (SC). Canada provides the Secretariat for 26 TCs and SCs and is responsible for convening 103 WGs. 

Canada holds the Chair and Secretariat positions for ISO TC 176 (Quality Management and Quality Assurance) and TC 207 (Environmental Management), which are responsible for the development of the ISO 9000 and ISO 14000 series of standards.

Canada is involved as a member of IEC's Asia-Pacific steering group, which provides a forum for developed and developing economies in the region to establish commom positions for issues before IEC's policy and management committees.

The SCC participates in the three policy development committees of ISO - CASCO, COPOLCO and DEVCO. The SCC participates in 6  CASCO WGs. The SCC participates in 8 COPOLCO WGs.

For further information go to:

http://www.scc.ca
Contacts: 

ISO:  Lynne Gibbens  (lgibbens@scc.ca)

IEC:  Wayne Perrin (wperrin@scc.ca)
	Canada will continue to actively participate in international standardization activities.

	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	
	Canada has endorsed and is participating in the APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment.

APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and electronic Equipment: Canada has not implemented the APEC Electrical MRA.

The APEC Automotive Dialogue Steering Committee discussed a proposal for an ASEAN mutual recognition agreement (MRA) to complement and facilitate the implementation of the ASEAN Free Trade Agreement (AFTA).  As a member of the APEC Automotive Dialogue, Canada supports the discussion and views this as a useful tool for trade facilitation in the region.

Contact:  Kathy Knorr, Senior Trade Policy Officer, Technical Barriers to Trade (kathy.knorr@international.gc.ca)


	Canada will continue to pursue MRAs with Asia-Pacific economies in plurilateral arrangements where appropriate.

	Participation in bilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	
	The negotiation of mutual recognition agreements (MRAs) is one element of Canada’s trade liberalization effort.

Contact:

Kathy Knorr, Senior Trade Policy Officer, Technical Barriers to Trade (kathy.knorr@international.gc.ca)


	Where appropriate, Canada will continue to pursue MRAs with Asia-Pacific economies in multilateral and bilateral contexts.

	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity 

assessment in the voluntary sector 


	The ILAC/APLAC peer reevaluation of the SCC on the MRA for laboratories occurred in May 2007
	The SCC is a participant in the following MRAs, MLAs, and MoUs:

PAC (Pacific Accreditation Cooperation) MLA for quality management systems (QMS) (1998), environmental management systems (2003 (EMS) and product certification (2004).

SCC-ANSI (American National Standards Institute) MoU for cooperation regarding the harmonization of standardization and conformity assessment activities (1991).

American Society for Quality National Accreditation Board (ANAB, United States),  Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ), the Japan Accreditation Board for Conformity Assessment, and Entidad Mexicana de Acreditación (Mexico) Cooperative Accreditation Arrangement (MCAA) for QMS and EMS.

IAF (International Accreditation Forum) MRA for QMS (1998), EMS (2004) and Product (2004).

NORAMET (North American Metrology Cooperation) MRA (1999) for recognition of national measurement standards and service systems of each country.

IAAC (Interamerican Accreditation Cooperation) MRA for Mutual recognition of laboratory, QMS, and certification procedures (2002).

ILAC (International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation) MRA for laboratories (2000).

APLAC (Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation) MRA for laboratories (2000).

In 2005, Canada (SCC), the US (ANAB), Australia-New Zealand (JAS-ANZ), Japan (JAB), and Mexico (EMA) signed a Cooperative Accreditation Arrangement (MCAA) for QMS and EMS registrars.
	Where appropriate, Canada (SCC) will continue to pursue bilateral and multilateral MRAs, MLAs and MoUs with Asia-Pacific accreditation bodies.

	Improve and maintain level 

of technical infrastructure


	2006- The SCC introduced a new accreditation program to ensure that the timber used in wood-based products comes from sustainable forests. The Accreditation for Chain of Custody for Forest-based Products program is an extension of SCC’s existing Certification Body Accreditation program, and is based on international standards developed by industry stakeholders and environmental organizations. Under the new program, the SCC will accredit organizations to assess wood flow from certified forests to workshops or factories, and from there, on to retailers.

2007- The SCC launched three new accreditation programs in the areas of food safety, information security and occupational health and safety.  The new initiatives build on the success of SCC’s existing programs for the accreditation of organizations certifying quality management systems (ISO 9001) and environmental management systems (ISO 14001). The expanded offerings will allow accredited certification bodies to certify food safety management systems (ISO 22000), information security management systems (ISO/IEC 27001) and occupational health and safety management systems (CAN/CSA Z1000, ANSI Z10 or BSI 18001). 


	Canada has a modern, fully developed technical infrastructure system, permitting engagement and participation in arrangements for the mutual recognition of conformity assessment in both the regulated and voluntary area.

The SCC operates several accreditation programs including testing and calibration laboratories, certification bodies, inspection bodies, quality and environmental management systems and registration bodies.

The Inspection Bodies Accreditation Program was launched in August 2003.  The program provides accreditation for inspection services ranging from speciality electrical services to home inspections.  It was developed by the SCC in cooperation with Canadian electrical regulators.

The Personal Certification Bodies Accreditation Program was launched in January 2004.  It replaces the former auditor certification program offerred by the SCC.  The new program encompasses the existing program, and adds the accreditation of bodies who certify professionals and trade persons such as auditiors, engineers and welders.  The role of certification bodies involves assessing the individual’s competencies, and ensuring these are appropriate to the work being performed.

In 2005, the SCC aligned its existing accreditation programs to meet the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011- Conformity assessment- General requirements for accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies.

Contacts:

Pat Paladino, Director, Conformity Assessment (ppaladino@scc.ca)


	SCC-accredited management systems certification bodies and existing applicants for accreditation to CAN-P-10 (ISO/IEC Guide 62:1996 ) and/or CAN-P-14 (ISO/IEC Guide 66:1999) must transition to CAN-P-16 (SCC's adoption of ISO/IEC 17021) by September 15, 2008.  To ensure SCC-accredited certification bodies and existing applicants meet the transition deadline, SCC will began applying CAN-P-16 on May 1, 2007.

	Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance 

and/or activities for 

technical infrastructure 

development


	No action required
	Canada is capable of providing technical assistance in a variety of ways on a range of aspects of technical infrastructure related to standards and conformance activities. Canada will give positive consideration to specific requests for technical assistance.

Assistance provided by Canada is generally delivered through its own standards and conformance infrastructure and through participation in the activities and programmes of the Specialist Regional Bodies.


	Canada will continue to undertake activities to improve its technical infrastructure, and those of APEC economies.

	Provision of assistance for

the improvement of other 

economies’ technical 

infrastructure


	Canada supported the implementation of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to enhance developing country participation in international standardization through the provision of funding to support the extension of the ISO Mediterranean 2000 ICT Program to Paraguay. 

Canada supported the provision of technical training for members of developing country accreditation bodies through various International Accreditation Forum (IAF) and Pacific Accreditation Cooperation  (PAC) developing country training initiatives 

2006- Canada (SCC) provided support for developing country experts to participate in:

· Brazilian consumer representative on ISO Social Responsibility (SR) WG

· Co-convenor Arrangement for the ISO Technical Management Boards (TMB) Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Second Hand Goods- Canada (SCC) and China (SAC) are the co-convenors.

2006- Canada-China WTO Project Study Tour organized by the Carleton University Centre for Trade Policy and Law (CTPL) provided Enquiry Point, trade policy and standardization-related training for Chinese government officials. 
2006-SCC-CTPL Canada-China International Trade Internship Program provided practical work experience to Chinese government officials on transparency and trade issues and greater understanding of related policy formulation and implementation processes.
Canada continues to participate in the ISO/DEVCO Chairman’s Advisory Group (CAG) which was formed at the request of ISO Council to assist with the monitoring, planning and implementation of Action Plan for Developing Countries.  The DEVCO CAG is comprised of nine members, two-thirds members from developing countries and one-third from developed countries. APEC member economies that are members of the DEVCO CAG include: Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Thailand and Canada.

	Canada actively considers technical assistance requests from APEC developing member economies.

To assist Latin American Countries with the dissemination of WTO TBT and SPS notifications to domestic stakeholders, the SCC developed a Spanish version of Export Alert! 

 In 2006, SCC staff participated in a needs assessment mission in San José, Costa Rica for the Organo de Reglamentacion Tecnica (ORT) and the ISO Member Body (INTECO) under the Canada Costa Rica Competitiveness Development Fund.  

In 2006 the Enquiry Point provided a Train-the-Trainer Workshop to a delegation from Costa Rica.  The Workshop followed a needs assessment mission to Costa Rica to evaluate the current operations of the Costa Rican Enquiry Point / Notification Authority (EP / NA).  The Train-the-Trainer Workshop was aimed at strengthening Costa Rica’s EP / NA’s capacity to provide clients with access to e-information on WTO notifications, and to fulfill its obligations as the National Notification Authority.

In 2006 the SCC provided training to a delegation from INTECO (Instituto de Normas Técnicas de Costa Rica) on the operation of an ISONET Information Centre and WTO Enquiry Point.


	Canada will continue to provide financial support for one developing country expert (Brazil) to participate in ISO/SR WG.

ISO TMB Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Second Hand Goods – continue to support the co-convener arrangement between Canada (SCC/ULC) and China (SAC).

Canada will be providing technical assistance to working groups from Peru to help with the preparations for conferences on Standards and Conformance and Good Regulatory Practice (GRP) during APEC 2008.



	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies
 activities


	In 2005, Canada (SCC’s Elva Nilsen) became the Chair of PAC.

Canada (SCC) signed on to the PAC MLAS for environmental management systems (2003 (EMS) and product certification (2004).

Canada (SCC) participated in the drafting of a PASC paper for presentation to the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) (2006) on strengthening the ties between 

APEC-SCSC and the SRBs.


	The SCC is an active member of:

APLAC and its  MLA Advisory Committee and Technical Committee

Contact: Joanne Dupont (jdupont@scc.ca) 

Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) where Canada is the Chair and participant on five working groups.  

Contact: Elva Nilsen (enilsen@scc.ca) 

Canada is the chair of the Technical Committee of PAC.
Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)

Contact: Michel Bourassa (mbourassa@scc.ca)

Canada (National Research Council) is an Associate Member of the APMP.


	Canada will continue to be an active participant in these regional bodies.

Canada (SCC) will continue to assist in the efforts to promote greater coordination between APEC-SCSC and the SRBs.

	Continuously strive to 

increase transparency of 

their standards and 

conformance requirements, 

including implementation of 

APEC Leaders’ 

Transparency Standards on 

Standards and 

Conformance(  
	There was a 20% increase in subscribers to Export Alert! for FY 2006-2007.

In its role as Canada's Enquiry Point, the SCC also responds to technical enquiries received from other WTO members, including APEC economies, concerning the measures adopted or proposed in Canada. 

The SCC responded to 3, 532 enquiries from stakeholders through the Information and Research Service in FY 2006-2007, approximately 13% of which were from foreign clients.

The SCC hosts Standards Alert!, an online service, which allows subscribers  to be among the first to learn about changes to Canadian and international standards.  There were 876 subscribers to Standards Alert! during FY 2006-2007, a 31% increase from the previous FY. 

In 2007, the SCC launched an updated version of its popular regulatory notification service Export Alert! The revised Export Alert! offers a number of additional features making it easier for exporters to track change to regulations affecting them. It also links to a number of related information resources.

The SCC provided several workshops to countries to aid their successful implementation of the transparency obligations, including to effectively operate the Enquiry Points and Notification Authorities required under the WTO TBT & SPS Agreements.

	Canada has a transparent and open standards and regulatory system. Information on standards development activities is publicly available and participation in standards development bodies is open to both Canadians and non-residents. Proposed regulations at the federal level are published in advance in the Canada Gazette, Part I, while their adopted counterparts are published in Canada Gazette, Part II.
The SCC continues to act in the capacity as Canada's Enquiry Point under the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, notifying the WTO of Canada's trade-related technical regulations and conformity assessments procedures, and notifying domestic stakeholders, via Export Alert!, of the measures proposed by WTO member countries, including APEC member economies. 

Launched in 1999, Export Alert! is a free e-mail notification service to help Canadians keep abreast of Canadian and international regulatory changes. The service gives access to the full texts of draft regulatory measures and the opportunity to comment on the changes.

Export Alert! has generated much interest among WTO member countries as an effective tool for the dissemination of WTO TBT & SPS notifications to a country’s domestic stakeholders.  In 2001, the SCC entered into a hosting arrangement with an APEC member economy (Malaysia) for the dissemination of TBT notifications to the economy's domestic industry.  
To help Latin American countries with the dissemination of WTO TBT and SPS notifications to domestic stakeholders, in 2002 the SCC developed a Spanish version of Export Alert!.   
http://www.scc.ca/en/news_events/subscriptions/export_alert.shtml 

Contact: Andrea Spencer (aspencer@scc.ca)

The SCC operates a bilingual information service that responds to technical enquiries on standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures in Canada and abroad. 

In 2002/2003, the SCC launched the following electronic tools:

RegWatch:  Online service that is a one-stop information source for those interested in tracking technical standards referenced in Canadian federal legislation. 

http://www.scc.ca/en/news_events/subscriptions/regwatch.shtml.

The Consumer Product Safety Legislation in Canada: An Introductory Guide outlines who regulates which aspects of product safety in Canada. The guide is useful to consumers, businesses and regulators: http://www.scc.ca/en/publications/cons_safe_guide.shtml.

http://www.scc.ca
Contact: Tanya Connolly (tconnolly@scc.ca) 

The SCC's Technical Document Centre is Canada's most complete collection of Canadian, foreign and international standards.  The Centre continues to update its inventory to provide its standards collection in electronic format for users, 100% which is in electronic format.

http://www.scc.ca/en/help/info_resources/tech_library.shtml
Contact: Anne Sharkey (asharkey@scc.ca)
	Canada will lead the update of the trilingual North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) Enquiry Points brochure.

The Canadian Standards Database Project will provide database-driven search capabilities for Canadian standards.  The project is scheduled to be completed in July of 2007.

	Participate in relevant 

international fora


	The SCC hosted the Canadian Leadership Forum in November, 2005.  The forum provided increased outreach and dialogue opportunities between the CSS and its leaders of technical and advisory committees.

The SCC hosted the 2006 ISO General Assembly in Ottawa.

Out reach activities continue to be held to promote greater awareness and understanding of the standardization and TBT Agreement among regulators and policy makers. 

Canada provided input to the WTO TBT Committee on recommendations for Good Regulatory Practice, as part of the WTO TBT’s 4th Triennial Review.


	The SCC is an active member of the following:

ILAC (International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation) since 1966, and members of Accrediation Policy Committee, Technical Accreditation Issues Committee, Joint IAF and ILAC Arrangement Management Committee, and three working groups.

IAF (International Accreditation Forum) (Vice-Chair) Executive Committee, chair of two committees, and a member of six task forces and working groups.

ISO (International Organization of Standardization) since 1972, and members of the ISO General Assembly, Council, and Technical Management Board. 

IEC (International Electro-technical Commission) since 1911, and members of Council Board, Conformity Assessment Board and Standardization Management Board.

Canada (National Research Council) observes the Convention du Metre, and actively supports the Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (BIPM).

Canada (National Research Council) is a Member State and actively participates in the activities of the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML).

Since its inception in 1962, Canada has been a full and active participant in the CODEX Alimentarius Commission and its subsidiary bodies.

 An International Telecommunication Union Member State since 1932, Canada enjoys a position of influence in the Union and promotes our nation's best practices and encourages the interoperable use of our networks and wireless systems on a global scale.  To note, Canada is also a founding member of the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development).
	The SCC will continue to participate in international fora.

The SCC will host the third National Standards System Conference in June 2008.



	Other activities


	The SCC is in the process of implementing the 2005-2008 Canadian Standards Strategy (CSS). 

The Canadian Government has adopted the Cabinet Directive on Streamlining Regulation, which commits Canada to creating a performance-based regulatory system.  The Directive includes many improvements over the previous Regulatory Policy (1999).  For example, the Directive introduces a new, more comprehensive management approach that includes clear requirements for the development, implementation, evaluation and review of regulations. Through new requirements for performance measurement and evaluation, Canadians will have access to consistent, high-quality information on the effectiveness of regulatory activity in advancing the public interest. The Directive also requires that departments publish service standards for regulatory approval processes, including timelines for approval, to foster a more predictable and responsive environment for business.

The SCC is undertaking a number of projects designed to increase Canadian Standardization-Research and education.  In the fall of 2006, the SCC hosted a "Standardization-Research in Canada" academic conference.  This conference brought together a number of stakeholders from industry, the National Standards System and academia.

In addition to the conference, the SCC has commissioned an economic study on the value of standardization to the Canadian economy.  Finally, the SCC is also taking steps to promote education and awareness of the value and importance of the development and use of standards and accreditation in Canada.  Specifically, we have undertaken a program that allows ISO standards to be provided free of charge for use in a curriculum at Colleges and Universities across Canada.  Currently, ISO standards have been introduced into 28 courses in 11 Canadian Colleges/Universities.   


	In June, 2007 the SCC hosted the Canadian Leadership Forum to provide increased outreach and dialogue opportunities between the CSS and its leaders of technical and advisory committees.

At the March, 2006 WTO-TBT meeting, a workshop was held on “Different Approaches to Conformity Assessment and the Acceptance of Conformity Assessment Results.  The head of the Canadian delegation to the WTO-TBT, Ms. Brenda Dunbar, chaired one of the three workshop sessions.  In addition, a Canadian speaker (Mr. Guillaume Gignac - Senior Manager, Product Management, QMI), gave a presentation on Canada's forest certification experience.
Canada actively participated in the Fourth Triennial Review of the TBT. 

Canada has implemented Annex 4 of the Report of the Second Triennial Review of the WTO TBT Agreement. The SCC applies Annex 4 in developing National Standards of Canada.
The SCC has eight Advisory Committees. The Advisory Committee on Trade advises and makes recommendations to the Council on international and internal trade-related matters including WTO TBT issues.
Training workshops by the SCC continue to be introduced including Building a Better Understanding of the IEC and ISO. 


	The SCC will continue to promote increased standardization-research and education in Canada and will increase the participation of Colleges and Universities in the SCC’s ISO/IEC standards program.

The third National Standards System Conference is planned for June 2008.




	Improvements in Canada’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with 

international standards where 

appropriate 


	Canada notified the WTO that it was in compliance with the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Agreement, and in particular with Articles 2.3 and 4. Canada had not yet adopted Annex 3 of the TBT Agreement (1996).

Approximately 50% of the National Standards of Canada approved during the year were based on ISO/IEC standards (1995/96).


	Canada notified acceptance of Annex 3 of the WTO TBT Agreement (1999).

Canada has implemented Annex 4 of the Report of the Second Triennial Review of the WTO TBT Agreement. The SCC applies Annex 4 in developing National Standards of Canada (2002).

Canada notified acceptance of Annex 3 of the WTO TBT Agreement (1999).

Approximately 78% of the National Standards of Canada are based on ISO/IEC standards (2001/2002).

Approximately 59% of the National Standards of Canada approved in 2002/2003 were adopted from or based on international standards (2002/2003).

For FY 2003/2004 there were a total of 267 standards approved as National Standards of Canada.  Of this total, 187, or 70%, were adopted or based on ISO/IEC standards.

For FY 2004/2005, there were a total of 262 standards approved as National Standards of Canada.  Of this total, 184, or 70%, were adopted or based on ISO/IEC standards. 

For FY 2005/2006,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1For FY 2005/2006, there were a total of 169 standards approved as National Standards of Canada.  Of this total, 108, or 63.9%, were adopted or based on ISO/IEC standards. 

For FY 2006/2007, there were a total of 196 standards approved as National Standards of Canada.  Of this total, 134, or 68.37%, were adopted or based on ISO/IEC standards.
Canada submitted an update of its Statement on the Implementation and Administration of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (under Article 15.2) (2002).

In 2006-2007, Canada underwent a WTO Trade Policy Review.

Contacts:

Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade - http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/

Michel Bourassa, Director, Standards (mbourassa@scc.ca)



	Active participation in the international standardisation 

activities of international 

standardizing bodies


	Canada (SCC) held P (Participant) -status in 358 and O (Observer) -status in 134 ISO and IEC technical committees and subcommittees (1995/96).
	CHECK THESE

Canadians served as secretaries or chairs of over 90 ISO and IEC technical committees, subcommittees, and working groups (1996/97). 

Canada (SCC) assumed the chairs of ISO TC 176 and ISO TC 207 (1997).

Canada (SCC) held P-status in 423 and O-status in 127 ISO, IEC and JTC1 technical committees and subcommittees (2001).

Canada (SCC) holds P-status in 434 and O-status in 122 ISO, IEC and JTC1 technical committees and subcommittees (2002/2003/2004).

Canada (SCC) holds P-Status on 400 technical committees and subcommittees (TC/SC) and O-Status on 103 committees (2006-2007).



	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	NOTE: Prior to 1996 there were no plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements on conformity assessment.
	Canada has endorsed and is participating in the MRA on Telecommunications Equipment (1998).

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	Canada/US MRA on Shellfish signed (1948).

Canada/Australia MOU on fish inspection and control systems signed (1993).

Canada/New Zealand MOU signed, recognizing the equivalency of each country’s fish inspection and control systems (1996).
	Canada signed a MRA with Korea on telecommunications, radio, and information technology equipment (1997). This MRA was subsumed by the 1998 APEC MRA on Telecommunications Equipment. Elements not covered by the APEC MRA have been maintained.

Canada/USA MRA on Legal Metrology was signed. The current MRA covers conformity assessment testing of simple electronic weigh scales and their indicators (1997).

A new MRA was signed with Thailand, recognizing the equivalency of each country’s fish inspection and control systems (1999).

MRA in Legal Metrology with the US is to be extended over time to cover the testing of more complex weighing equipment and some new liquid volume meters, as well as the testing of any new technology such as multiple dimensional measuring machines (1999).



	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary 

sector 


	The SCC signed NIST/NAVLAP MRA for laboratory accreditation systems (1994).

The SCC signed the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) MLA (1996).
	The SCC signed the MRA with the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and the Registration Accreditation Board (RAB) for QMS registrars (1997).

The SCC signed the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) MRA for QMS in 1998, and for EMS and Product Certification in 2004.

The SCC signed the PAC (Pacific Accreditation Cooperation) MLA for quality management systems (QMS) (1998), environmental management systems (2003 (EMS) and product certification (2004).

The SCC signed the North American Metrology Cooperation (NORAMET) MRA (1999).

The SCC signed the American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA) MRA for testing laboratory accreditation programs (2000).

The SCC signed the Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) MLA  for testing and calibration (2000).

The SCC signed the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) MRA for testing and calibration(2000).  The SCC is no longer maintaining its MRAs with NIST/NVLAP and A2LA because all are members of the ILAC and APLAC agreements.  The NIST/NVLAP and A2LA MRAs were allowed to expire when the APLAC and ILAC agreements were signed.

Canada (SCC and the National Research Council of Canada) signed a  MoU establishing the North American Calibration Committee (NACC), formerly the North America Calibration Cooperation (2001). 

Canada (SCC) signed a MoU on laboratory accreditation with the U.S. National Cooperation for Laboratory Accreditation (NACLA) (2001).

Canada (SCC) withdrew from this agreement in 2005.

Canada (SCC) signed the Interamerican Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC) MLAs for QMS and Laboratories (2002).

In 2003-2004, the SCC’s Environmental Management System (ISO14001) accreditation program was accepted into the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) MRA and was accepted into the IAF in 2004.

In 2005, Canada (SCC), the US (ANAB), Australia-New Zealand (JAS-ANZ), Japan (JAB), and Mexico (EMA) signed a Cooperative Accreditation Arrangement (MCAA) for QMS and EMS registrars.



	Improve and maintain the level of 

their  technical infrastructure

Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance and/or 

activities for technical 

infrastructure development


	Canada established accreditation programs with respect to quality managment systems (QMS) standards and environmental management systems (EMS)  standards.
	The SCC introduced an EMS accreditation program, an Environmental Auditor Certification program and a QMS accreditation program for Auditor Certifiers to improve technical infrastructure (1998).

The SCC received a new mandate, structure, and powers from the Government of Canada which included the authority to enter into agreements in its own capacity with foreign organizations engaged in voluntary standardization (1998). 

PALCAN, the SCC laboratory accreditation program established Program Specialty Areas in the following testing areas: Environmental, Calibration, Forensic, Information Technology, Security Evaluation and Testing, Medical Gas Agricultural and Food, Fasteners, Good Laboratory Practices and Mineral Analysis (1999).

The SCC introduced a program to accredit EMS registrars to register forest companies that conform to the National Standard of Canada for forest management (2000).

Expanding on the SCC's accreditation programs, a program for proficiency testing providers was introduced (2001).

Canada introduced two new programs in 2003-04:  The inspection Bodies Accreditation Program was launced in August, 2003, and the Personal Certification Bodies Accreditaiton Program was launched in Janurary, 2004.

2006- The SCC introduced a new accreditation program to ensure that the timber used in wood-based products comes from sustainable forests. The Accreditation for Chain of Custody for Forest-based Products program is an extension of SCC’s existing Certification Body Accreditation program, and is based on international standards developed by industry stakeholders and environmental organizations. Under the new program, SCC will accredit organizations to assess wood flow from certified forests to workshops or factories, and from there, on to retailers.

2007- The Standards Council of Canada (SCC) announced the discontinuation of its accreditation program for management systems auditor training course providers.

2007- The SCC launched three new accreditation programs in the areas of food safety, information security and occupational health and safety.  The new initiatives build on the success of SCC’s existing programs for the accreditation of organizations certifying quality management systems (ISO 9001) and environmental management systems (ISO 14001). The expanded offerings will allow accredited certification bodies to certify food safety management systems (ISO 22000), information security management systems (ISO/IEC 27001) and occupational health and safety management systems (CAN/CSA Z1000, ANSI Z10 or BSI 18001). 



	Provision of assistance for the

improvement of other economies’

technical infrastructure


	Canada established accreditation programs with respect to quality managment systems (QMS) standards and environmental management systems (EMS)  standards.
	SCC accreditated laboratories participated in 24 APLAC proficiency testing programs (1998-2001).

To help Latin American Countries fufill their WTO obligations, the SCC has developed a Spanish version of Export Alert! (2002).

The SCC was involved with the PAC MLA Readiness Project. SCC trainers participated in a product certification course, and a 5-day workshop for trainee peer evaluators sponsored by APEC, PAC and EMA (Mexican Accreditation Entity) (2002).

CAEAL delivered training on ISO/IEC 17025 to 20 persons from APEC developing economies (2002).

Canada is expanding the ISO/DEVCO Mediterranean 2000 project to Paraguay to assist with the dissemination  of WTO TBT and SPS notifications to domestic stakeholders.

Canada supported the implementation of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to enhance developing country participation in international standardization through the provision of funding to support the extension of the Mediterranean 2000 ICT Program to Paraguay. 

Canada supported the provision of technical training for members of developing country accreditation bodies through various International Accreditation Forum (IAF) and Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) developing country training initiatives. 

2006- Canada (SCC) provided support for developing country experts to participate in:  

· Brazilian consumer representative on ISO Social Responsibility (SR) WG   

· Co-convenor Arrangement for the ISO Technical Management Boards (TMB) Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Second Hand Goods; Canada (SCC) and China (SAC) are the co-convenors.

2006- Canada-China WTO Project Study Tour organized by the Carleton University Centre for Trade Policy and Law (CTPL) provided Enquiry Point, trade policy and standardization-related training for Chinese government officials. 
2006-SCC-CTPL Canada-China International Trade Internship Program provided practical work experience to Chinese government officials on transparency and trade issues and greater understanding of related policy formulation and implementation processes.
Canada continues to participate in the ISO/DEVCO Chairman’s Advisory Group (CAG) which was formed at the request of ISO Council to assist with the monitoring, planning and implementation of Action Plan for Developing Countries.  The DEVCO CAG is comprised of nine members, two-thirds members from developing countries and one-third from developed countries. 



	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies activities


	Canada participated in the Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF) (1996).
	The SCC is and will continue to be an active participant in the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) and a member of Asia-Pacific Laboratory Cooperation (APLAC) and Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) (since 1996).

Canada hosted the PASC XVIII Plenary in Vancouver, in May 2004, and the PAC Plenary in 1998.



	Continuously strive to increase 

transparency of their standards

and conformance requirements, 

including implementation of APEC

Leaders’ Transparency Standards

on Standards and Conformance(  


	Canada has a modern, open, and transparent standards system. Information on standards activities is publicly available and participation on standards development bodies is open to both residents and non-residents (1996). 

Canada established a WTO Enquiry Point and proposed regulations that were published in advance of adoption in the Canada Gazette and subject to public comment (1980).

	The SCC launched the Standards Information System of Canada (SISC), an on-line service to provide access to domestic and international standards information.  It was designed as a tool for use in the standards development process (1997).

The SCC launched Export Alert!, a service that automatically issues an e-mail alert to subscribers whenever foreign governments are proposing changes to their technical regulations (1999). 

The SCC redesigned its Web site to make it more user-friendly.  An e-commerce capability was added providing the means to introduce information products and services that customers can purchase on the web (2000). 

Export Alert was updated in 2001 to enable users to more easily monitor regulatory developments (2001).

In 2007, the SCC launched an updated version of its popular regulatory notification service Export Alert! The revised Export Alert! offers a number of additional features making it easier for exporters to track change to regulations affecting them as well as links to a number of related information resources.

There was an increase of 28% in subscribers to Export Alert! in FY 2003-2004.

There was an increase of 14% in subscribers to Export Alert! in FY 2004-2005.

There was a 15% increase in subsribers to Export Alert! in 2005-2006.

There was a 20% increase in subscribers to Export Alert! in 2006-2007.

The SCC launched a new service, RegWatch, that monitors changes to Canadian federal legislation for references to Canadian, international and foreign standards (2002).

Standards Alert!, a new SCC service, provides users with an e-mail notification when the Canadian or international standards they are tracking are amended, withdrawn or a later edition is issued (2003).  There were 333 new subscribers to Standards Alert! in FY 2003-2004.

There were 154 new subscribers to Standards Alert! in FY 2004-2005.

There were 180 new subscriber to Standards Alert! in FY 2005-2006.

There were 209 new subscribers to Standards Alert! in FY 2006-2007.

To raise awareness and access to the WTO/TBT Enquiry Point, in collaboration with International Trade Canada, the SCC has completed a trillingual North America Free Trade Agreement Enquiry Point brochure:

http://www.scc.ca/Asset/iu_files/NAFTA-Inquiry_english-final.pdf (English) 

http://www.scc.ca/Asset/iu_files/NAFTA-Inquiry_french-final.pdf (French) 

http://www.scc.ca/Asset/iu_files/NAFTA-Inquiry_spanish-final.pdf (Spanish)

By 2006, the SCC's Technical Document Centre had updated 100% of its current inventory of Canadian, foreign and international standards to electronic format.



	Participate in relevant international fora


	Canada became a member of the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) (1911).

Canada became a member of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) (1932).

Canada is a Member State and actively participates in the activities of the International Organization of Legal Metrology.

Canada observes the Convention du Metre and the Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (BIML).

Canada became a member of International Organization for Standardization (ISO) (1972).

Canada became a member of CODEX Alimentarius Commission since its inception (1962).

Canada became a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) (1994).

Canada continued its participation in  the International Laboratory Accreditation Conference (ILAC) (1996).


	In 2003-2004, the SCC hosted the IEC annual general meeting, and numerous ISO/IEC sub-committee and technical committee meetings.

The SCC hosted the 2006 ISO General Assembly in Ottawa Ontario.

	Other Activities


	
	The Canadian Standards Strategy developed by the SCC provides direction to guide Canada's standardization activities (2000). 

The Canadian Standards Strategy (CSS) update for 2005-2008 was released in January, 2005.  See:

http://www.scc.ca/Asset/iu_files/CSS_update_e.pdf.
In 2000, the SCC adopted ISO/IEC 17025 as the basis of its laboratory accreditation program, replacing ISO/IEC Guide 25 (2000).

The new ISO/IEC Guides 65 and 66 were adopted by the SCC as the basis for its accreditation programs for product certification bodies and EMS registrars (2001).

The SCC became a full member of the Interamerican Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC) (2000).

SCC launch of the Volunteer Program to ensure sustained, effective volunteer representation within the Canadian Standards System. The program includes training and an awards program to recognize excellence in standardization (2001 to present).

The Government of Canada extended the SCC's mandate to allow the SCC to offer accreditation services in the Americas and the Asia-Pacific. This was in addition to a previous extension covering most of Europe (2001).
The SCC completed on-site audits and reaccredited all four of Canada’s Standards Development Organizations (SDOs) to revised requirements (2002/2003).

The Canadian Government has adopted the Cabinet Directive on Streamlining Regulation, which commits Canada to creating a performance-based regulatory system.  The Directive includes many improvements over the previous Regulatory Policy (1999).  For example, the Directive introduces a new, more comprehensive management approach that includes clear requirements for the development, implementation, evaluation and review of regulations. Through new requirements for performance measurement and evaluation, Canadians will have access to higher-quality information on the effectiveness of regulatory activity in advancing the public interest. The Directive also requires that departments publish service standards for regulatory approval processes, including timelines for approval, to foster a more predictable and responsive environment for business.

The SCC is undertaking a number of projects designed to increase Canadian Standardization-Research and education.  In the fall of 2006, the SCC hosted a "Standardization-Research in Canada" academic conference.  This conference brought together a number of stakeholders from industry, the National Standards System and academia.

In addition to the conference, the SCC has commissioned an economic study on the value of standardization to the Canadian economy.  Finally, the SCC is also taking steps to promote education and awareness of the value and importance of the development and use of standards and accreditation in Canada.  Specifically, we have undertaken a program that allows ISO standards to be provided free of charge for use in a curriculum at Colleges and Universities across Canada.  Currently, ISO standards have been introduced into 28 courses in 11 Canadian Colleges/Universities. 




Appendix   – APEC Leaders Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance

Introduction

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these standards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2005.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed that “APEC sub-fora that have not developed specific transparency provisions should do so,” and further instructed that such new transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) developed the following set of transparency standards for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos and the obligations of the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance:

1.  In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:  (a)  promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to standards and conformance; and, (b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.

2.  As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.

3.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted.  Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.

4.  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.

5.  Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.

6.  Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.

7.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.

� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements. Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.


  





