ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:5): Business Services: Other Professional Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	-

	-
	-

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	-
	In Canada, responsibility for the recognition and licensing of foreign professionals is the sole responsibility of provincial and territorial governments through self-regulated professional associations. Therefore, individual provincial and territorial regulatory bodies set licensing and qualification requirements for their respective jurisdictions.

In Quebec, the “Office des professions du Québec” is responsible for providing the regulatory framework for professional services in that province. More detailed information is available at http://www.opq.gouv.qc.ca.

Additional information on the assessment of foreign credentials and the recognition of qualifications for various professions can be found on the web site of the Canadian Information Centre for International Credentials at http://www.cicic.ca.

	Several Canadian professional bodies are currently pursuing mutually acceptable standards and criteria for the licensing and certification of foreign professional service providers under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the Canada-Chile Free Trade Agreement.

	Foreign Entry


	With respect to community/urban planning, elimination of the citizenship requirement for the use of the title “Urban Planner”.
	Specific commitments for professional services such as taxation services and urban planning and landscape architectural services are set out in Canada’s GATS Schedule of Specific Commitments.

Taxation services (excluding legal services):  With respect to market access, Canada does not maintain any restrictions, except for certain horizontal measures regarding the movement of natural persons.

Urban planning and landscape architectural services:  With respect to market access, Canada does not maintain any restrictions, except for certain horizontal measures regarding the movement of natural persons. More detailed information is available from the website of the Canadian Institute of Urban Planners at http://www.cip-icu.ca.

	In the context of ongoing GATS negotiations, Canada has made an improvement with respect to its commitments for urban planning and landscape architectural services in its initial GATS offers which reflect changes to Canada’s regulatory regime since the end of the Uruguay Round. Canada’s revised GATS offer was made public on May 31, 2005. (Initial offer: March 31, 2003.)

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	-
	Specific commitments for professional services such as taxation services and urban planning and landscape architectural services are set out in Canada’s GATS Schedule of Specific Commitments.

Taxation services (excluding legal services):  With respect to market access, Canada does not maintain any restrictions, except for certain horizontal measures regarding the movement of natural persons.

Urban planning and landscape architectural services:  With respect to national treatment, the only restriction that Canada maintains is a residency requirement for community and urban planning at the sub-federal level for the provinces of Newfoundland and Labrador and Saskatchewan. More detailed information is available from the website of the Canadian Institute of Urban Planners at http://www.cip-icu.ca.

	Canada’s revised GATS offer was made public on May 31, 2005. (Initial offer: March 31, 2003.)


