ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (e) : Education Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No changes since last IAP.



	The United States has no centralized national authority exercising control over postsecondary educational institutions.  Regulation is at the state level.  Accreditation generally is performed by non-governmental organizations that provide peer evaluation of educational institutions and programs.  For additional information on the U.S. education and accreditation system, see:

 

http://www.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/index.html (Overview of accreditation in the United States)

http://www.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/accreditation_pg6.html (Regional Accrediting Agencies)

http://www.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/accreditation_pg7.html (National and Specialized Accrediting Agencies)

http://www.chea.org/ (Council on Higher Education Accreditation)

http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ous/international/usnei/edlite-index.html (USNEI - U.S. National Information Center on Recognition and Mobility)
	None

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No changes since last IAP.


	See above on accreditation.  Additional requirements vary by state.  States, which charter or license educational providers, are increasingly requiring accreditation by a recognized accrediting body as a condition of approval.  In addition to the Internet addresses listed above, see:

http://www.clearhq.org/ (Council on Licensure, Enforcement, and Regulation)
http://www.clearhq.org/boards.htm (Directory of State licensing boards)

http://www.farb.org/members.htm (Additional Directories of Licensing Boards)
	None

	Foreign Entry


	
	For general U.S. visa information, see:

http://travel.state.gov/visa/index.html
For temporary (non-immigrant) visitor information, see:
http://travel.state.gov/visa/tempvisitors.html
For student, exchange visitor, work (teaching or research), and other specific types of visas, see:
http://travel.state.gov/visa/tempvisitors_types.html
For Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on temporary visa issues, see: 

http://travel.state.gov/visa/tempvisitors_info.html
For current visa wait times at every U.S. consulate, see:
http://travel.state.gov/visa/tempvisitors_wait.php
 

For immigration information relating to educational visits, see:
http://uscis.gov/graphics/
	None

	Discriminatory Treatment/MFN


	No changes since last IAP.


	Visa and immigration security procedures implemented after September 11, 2001, may affect nationals of certain countries as well as processing for all visitors.  See information above on current entry requirements.

 

U.S. federal student assistance funding is available only to U.S. citizens and permanent residents.  Only Fulbright Program exchanges and some specialized research and exchange programs provide federal funding for education services supplied outside of the United States.

 

State, private, and institutional scholarships and grants may be limited in various ways, such as being restricted to U.S. citizens and/or residents of particular states, or to persons meeting certain eligibility criteria (field of study, nationality, athletics, etc.).  In some cases these state or private funds may be used only at certain state institutions or within certain U.S. jurisdictions, or for a particular period of time.

For information on eligibility for U.S. student assistance, see:
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/before002.htm
For information on state licensure (certification) of school teachers, see:
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ous/international/usnei/us/edlite-teach-us.html
For a directory of state teacher certification offices, see:
http://www.nasdtec.org/state_info.tpl
For teaching requirements in each state, see:
http://www.uky.edu/Education/TEP/usacert.html
	None


