ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services

	Chapter 3 (k:4) : Transport Services:  Road

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	Taxi Services:

Previously the number of taxis is regulated through a taxi licence quota. From June 2003, taxi companies are free to decide on the size of their taxi fleet. Interested parties could apply to LTA to operate a taxi business. 


	Rental of Car/buses & coaches/goods vehicles: 

Owners of heavy vehicles are required to procure a vehicle parking certificate for road tax renewal.

Scheduled Bus Services:

Operators of scheduled bus services that charge passengers individual fares are required to apply to the Public Transport Council (PTC) for bus service licenses, and if required, bus service operator licences. The PTC will impose license conditions for the operation of bus services. Operators require Passenger Service Vehicle (PSV) license from the Land Transport Authority (LTA). Bus drivers will also need to apply for bus driver vocational licenses from the LTA.

Taxi Services:

Companies who wish to operate a taxi business are required to apply to LTA for a Taxi Operator Licence (TOL). Taxi operators are free to decide on their taxi fleet size subject to a minimum fleet size of 400 taxis. LTA will impose licence conditions on the taxi operators and they are required to comply with a set of Quality of Service (QoS) standards. 

Only Singaporeans can apply for taxi driver vocational licenses.  Taxi drivers need to undergo training, pass various tests and be screened to ensure that they provide the required service level without compromising on safety and security of their customers. Taxi drivers are also subject to a Vocational License Points System (VLPS) that tracks the demerit points given to those who commit scheduled offenses.

Taxis are required to be inspected to ensure their roadworthiness.

	Nil

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	N/A
	As above


	Nil

	Foreign Entry


	N/A
	Rental of Car/buses & coaches/goods vehicles:

No restriction on foreign ownership and no discrimination of foreign operators.

Scheduled Bus Services and Taxi Services:

No restriction on foreign shareholding of existing scheduled bus operators.  No restriction on foreign shareholding of existing taxi operators.

	Nil

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	N/A
	Rental of Car/buses & coaches/goods vehicles:

No restriction on foreign ownership and no discrimination of foreign operators.

Scheduled Bus Services and Taxi Services:

No restriction on foreign shareholding of existing scheduled bus operators.  No restriction on foreign shareholding of existing taxi operators.  Scheduled bus operators must seek PTC’s approval for the appointment of directors.

	Nil


