ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:1): Business Services: Legal

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No change since the last IAP.



	The practice of law is regulated by each state.  Independent licensing boards within each jurisdiction administer and enforce the regulations and maintain their own code of ethics.   For more details, please consult: http://www.abanet.org,   and: http://www.ncbex.org/bar-admissions/offices/ 
	The American Bar Association makes recommendations on bar admission requirements in pursuit of state uniformity.

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No change since the last IAP.
	Attorneys must be licensed in the jurisdiction in which they practice law.  The state or territorial licensing board sets the individual qualification requirements.  Most licensing boards require a degree from an American Bar Association (ABA) approved and accredited law school and the successful completion of the bar exam for that jurisdiction.
	Rules permitting the supply of foreign legal consultancy services have been adopted in 24 jurisdictions.  The ABA continues to seek adoption of similar rules by more states.

	Foreign Entry


	No change since the last IAP.
	Temporary entry and stay is subject to visa requirements and DHS regulations.  Generally, foreign legal professionals may not enter the United States to work for themselves but, if qualified, they may be admitted temporarily to work for a U.S. employer under the H-1B, H-1B1, L, E (Treaty Investor), or TN (Trade NAFTA) categories, or for a foreign employer under the B-1 category.
	None

	Discriminatory Treatment/MFN
	No change since the last IAP.
	Requirements are consistent with U.S. international obligations.
	None


