
	CHAPTER 5: STANDARDS
 AND CONFORMANCE

	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardisation activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;

f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;

g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; 

h.       implement and maintain a standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards; and

i
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and
d.
continue to promote active participation in international standisation activities.

Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

Continue to update the consolidation f materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;
c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  
d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; 
c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts; and

d.     implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.


	New Zealand’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2006

As a trading nation, it is vital to New Zealand’s interests that trade barriers are removed or minimised. Addressing technical barriers to trade due to differing regulatory regimes and standards is a central element of New Zealand’s strategy for reducing TBTs.

New Zealand’s regulatory regime aims to encourage competition, productivity and innovation, while imposing the minimum possible transaction and compliance costs on business. 

As a member of the WTO, all New Zealand’s technical regulations, which often include voluntary standards, are required to conform with Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and Sanitary and Phytosanitary Standards (SPS) Agreements.  Technical regulations are typically performance-based, rather than prescriptive.

Strategies used to reduce the trade impact of TBTs include harmonisation and recognition of other economies’ standards where they provide equivalent outcomes. Internationally, New Zealand encourages moves to reduce/eliminate other economies’ TBTs as a contributing factor in facilitating exporters’ access to overseas markets.

Consultation with industry groups and other interested parties is a formal and recognized component of the development of standards and technical regulations.

Since the last IAP New Zealand has, either independently or jointly with Australia, adopted 119 international standards and increased its membership in international standards technical organizations by almost 5%.


	Chapter 5: New Zealand’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2006

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Regulatory Review Policies / Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	 

New Zealand adopted either independently or jointly with Australia, 119 new international standards. 

	Of the 2,874 NZ Standards as of 19 July 2006, 1,314 (46%) were internationally aligned and 2,241 (78%) were aligned with Australia.
In the regulated sector, international standards are adopted as the basis of NZ’s technical regulations wherever possible, to facilitate trade and minimise the costs of complying with regulations in an international market place. This may occur in a number of ways.  For example, New Zealand bases some of its technical regulations on international norms.  For others (provided they enable an adequate level of protection for health, safety and the environment), New Zealand calls up the standards of other economies in the regulations, or cites them as a “means of compliance”.

 

New Zealand regulations are subject to appropriate processes in accordance with the WTO TBT Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards.

 

In the voluntary sector, a hierarchy is used in developing standards.  Wherever possible international standards are adopted.  If this is not possible Joint Standards with Australia (Joint AS/NZ Standards) are used. National Standards development is considered only where there are no appropriate international or Joint AS/NZ Standards available.

 

Standards New Zealand (www.standards.co.nz) and Standards Australia International are successfully working under a cooperation agreement to facilitate the development of Joint AS/NZ Standards and harmonise them with international standards where possible. 

New Zealand supports Codex activities to promote the establishment of international standards that are consistent with the Codex objectives of food safety and fair practice in food trade. 

The IEC-CISPR standards for electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) are fully recognized in New Zealand. In addition, New Zealand and Australia have developed full regulatory harmonization in EMC standards, conformity and labeling of electrical and electronic products. Agreement with Australia has also been reached on radio communication product classes except for 9 product classes where it is not practical to align the radio frequencies for historic reasons. 

	New Zealand will continue to align its standards with international standards.

New Zealand and Australia have commenced a project to eliminate one of the nine RADCOM product classes where there is no alignment between the two regulatory regimes. This programme will take some time to complete because of the complexities around reallocation of radio frequencies.  



	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	New Zealand has also achieved 100% alignment with the 2006 APEC VAP.

	 

New Zealand has achieved 100% alignment under the previous APEC VAP for priority areas such as electrical and electronic appliances, food labeling, rubber products and machinery. 

 

The Joint Australia/New Zealand Food Standards Code was concluded in 2002 and applies in both economies. The Joint Code has been continually updated, with particular impact on standards in food labeling, ingredients and composition. 

New Zealand amended the Weights and Measures Regulations 1999 to include requirements to quantity mark pre-packaged foods. The regulations came into effect on 11 November 2002 and are based on the Codex standard “General standard for the labeling of pre-packaged foods Arrangement”.

 
	

	Active participation in the international 

standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies 


	 

NZ representation on international standardization technical committees of the IEC and ISO increased by 8 ‘P’ (participating) and a decrease by 2 ‘O’ (observing) memberships, an increase of 6.8% and decrease of 1.4% respectively. 
Standards New Zealand has assumed the Secretariat for ISO TC 46/SC 4 “Information and documentation technical interoperability”. New Zealand also chairs the group. 

New Zealand participates in the following OIML Technical Committees as a participating member: 

· TC3/SC1 Pattern Approval and Verification; 

· TC3/SC2 Metrological Supervisions; 

· TC6 prepackaged products; 

· TC17/SC8 Instruments for Quality Analysis of Agricultural Products;

· TC8/SC3 Dynamic Volume Measurement (flow meters); and

· TC9/SC1 Non Automatic Weighing Machines;  

and as an observing member on the following Technical Committees: 

· TC8/SC7 Gas Metering; 

· TC3/SC4 Application of Statistical Methods; 

· TC8/SC8 Gas Meters; and

· TC5/SC2 Software.  

The reactivated Meat and Poultry Hygiene Committee, chaired by New Zealand, produced a new code of hygienic practice adopted by members in 2005. This updates standards in the meat processing area to be consistent with modern risk-based approaches.

	New Zealand is an active participant in:

· the International Standards Organisation (ISO);

· the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC); and

· the International Organisation for Legal Metrology (OIML).  

New Zealand is represented as a:

· participating member on 125 ISO/IEC Technical Committees and an observing member on 141 ISO/IEC Technical Committees;
· member of the ISO Technical Management Board (TMB); 

· participating member on 5 OIML Technical Committees and an observing member on 5 OIML Technical Committees; and

· participating member of OIML Committee of Participation Review in relation to the declarations of mutual confidence for non-automatic weighing instruments and load cells. 

New Zealand strongly supports Codex activities to promote the establishment of international standards that are consistent with the Codex objectives of food safety and fair practice in food trade. 

New Zealand’s work in Codex on risk analysis and equivalence has also been mirrored in activities at the world organisation for animal health (OIE) and in the international plant standards’ area.

Standards New Zealand is currently secretary for the APEC SCSC Timber group 3 (TG3).  TG3 facilitates the co-ordination of regional projects to maximize participation in the development of inputs into ISO timber products standards, ensuring they are suitable for regional adoption, and promotes the adoption of the resulting ISO standards for national application.

	

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	 

New Zealand participated in a number of APEC Policy Dialogues and other initiatives addressing specific issues of regulatory recognition of conformity assessment. Most recently, New Zealand participated in a seminar on the APEC EE MRA held in Bali in August 2005. 


	 

In many sectors, New Zealand recognizes test and inspection reports and certificates of compliance provided by competent bodies in other markets unilaterally. 

New Zealand participates in a number of MRAs which provide for the recognition of test and inspection reports and certificates of compliance produced by competent bodies, including the APEC EE MRA. 

New Zealand also participates in the APEC Food MRA and the APEC Toy Safety MRA and has endorsed the APEC TEL MRA on conformity assessment of telecommunication terminal equipment. 


	 

New Zealand will continue to participate in APEC seminars and workshops to enhance our understanding and participation in regional arrangements. 



	Participation in bilateral 

Recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	 

A joint Australia/New Zealand review of the operation and effectiveness of the Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition Arrangement was completed in Dec 2004. The review found that the Arrangement is working well and is achieving its trade facilitation objectives by reducing unnecessary barriers to trade, lowering business compliance costs, enabling freer movement of people in registered occupations across the Tasman and facilitating the creation of a more seamless trans-Tasman market. 

The review made a number of recommendations to further improve the operation of the TTMRA in order to ensure it remains current and appropriate for today’s trading environment. More information on the review can be found at:

www.pc.gov.au; and www.med.govt.nz/ttmra/. 

NZ has been in negotiations with the EU to amend the EU/NZ MRA on conformity assessment to improve its operation. Some of the proposed amendments include: 

· provide the Joint Committee with responsibility to update sectoral annexes, add new sectoral annexes, and recognise or withdraw designation of CABs;

· address specific issues with the operation of sectoral annexes;  

· exchange hazard alert information; and

· make technical drafting amendments.

Discussions are continuing. 

Both the Thailand-New Zealand Closer Economic Partnership Agreement and the Trans Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership (SEP) between Brunei Darussalam, Chile, NZ and Singapore include provisions for the removal or reduction of technical barriers to trade through the implementation of the principles of mutual recognition, unilateral recognition, or harmonisation of each Party’s regulatory outcomes or conformity assessment systems.  They also include specific chapters devoted to cooperation in the SPS area.  

In July 2005, the New Zealand Commerce and Industry Office and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office signed an MRA in relation to facilitating trade in electrical and electronic products. 
	 

New Zealand participates in a number of bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector. These include: 

· The Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition Arrangement with Australia, which came into effect in 1998, covers the sale of goods and the registration of occupations. The Arrangement covers all products and registered occupations, unless they have been specifically excluded from its scope; 

· The EU/NZ MRA, which came into effect in 1999, covers conformity assessment processes in seven sectors including: telecommunications terminal equipment, medical devices, machinery, pressure equipment, EMC, low voltage equipment and pharmaceuticals; 

· The EFTA/NZ MRA, which came into effect in 2000 mirrors the EU/NZ MRA; 

· The electrical products sectoral annex under the NZ/Singapore CEP which came into effect in 2001 covers conformity assessment processes for electrical and electronic products, including electrical safety and EMC; 
· The Arrangement between the New Zealand Commerce and Industry office and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in New Zealand, which came into effect in 2005, covers conformity assessment process for electrical and electronic products including electrical safety and EMC; 

· The EU/NZ Agreement on Sanitary Measures Applicable to Trade in Live Animals and Animal products, which came into effect in 1997, provides for equivalence in trade in these products.  It recognises New Zealand systems of regulating in this area, including acceptance of New Zealand official certification and reducing border inspection costs;
· New Zealand has formalized an Agreement with Australia on Mutual Acceptance of test reports in relation to non automatic weighing instruments. The agreement is for the joint recognition of each others legal metrology type approval test reports following the granting of ISO/IEC 17025 accreditation to the New Zealand type approval laboratory. 

 


	 

Work is currently underway to implement the recommendations arising from the Review Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Arrangement. Initiatives include:

· ensuring that mutual recognition obligations are factored in early in the policy development process on both sides of the Tasman. This includes providing in the Regulatory Impact Statements an obligation to consider TTMRA implications along with other international obligations; and  
· developing information/ education initiatives to remind regulators, policy makers and other stakeholders (including business) of the strategic objectives of the TTMRA and the obligations of the mutual recognition schemes. As part of this process, a revised Users’ Guide on the Arrangement was published on 20 September 2006. For more information refer to www.med.govt.nz/ttmra/
A review of the New Zealand gas appliance safety regime has been underway since November 2005. The review is considering how the gas appliance safety regime is meeting its objectives of delivering safety, facilitating trans-Tasman trade in accordance with the TTMRA and providing new and innovative products. It is anticipated that the review will be concluded by mid-2007
New Zealand is looking to extend its current suite of bilateral arrangements that involve electrical products, to include other economies, including under the NZ/Thailand CEP and the Trans-Pacific SEP. 

New Zealand and Singapore have agreed a programme to determine the feasibility of expanding the NZ/Singapore CEP to include gas appliances. 

Free Trade Agreements are currently under negotiation between New Zealand and Malaysia, ASEAN and China respectively. These Agreements will seek to put in place specific chapters devoted to TBT and SPS issues.  The FTAs will also seek to include provisions for regulatory co-operation and co-ordination targeted at improving regulatory effectiveness. 

New Zealand is also in the process of negotiating an inter-regulatory arrangement with China for electrical and electronic products.


	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	 

JAS-ANZ has successfully completed the peer evaluation to extend the PAC and IAF Multilateral Recognition Agreements to include both environmental management systems and product certification. 

JAS-ANZ also completed the APLAC peer evaluation in July 2006 and is now a member of APLAC.  On 13 September 2006, JAS-ANZ signed the APLAC MRA for Inspection Bodies.
The NZ Measurement and Product Safety Service is a participant in the OIML Mutual Acceptance Arrangement which came in to effect in December 2004.  In September 2006, New Zealand’s application to become an “Issuing Participant” in an OIML “Declaration of Mutual Confidence” (DoMC) for OIML certificates of the type approval of non automatic weighing instruments (R76) and a “Utilising Participant” for load cells (R60)  was approved.
New Zealand Measurement Standards Laboratory (MSL) successfully completed an independent assessment by IANZ of its calibration services against the requirements of ISO17025 completed.  All its calibration services are accredited to ISO/IEC 17025 and MSL is now fully compliant with the requirements of the CIPM MRA. MSL now also has the results of 24 international comparisons and an approved list of 147 calibration and measurement capabilities listed on the MRA database. 


	New Zealand, through the national standards and conformity assessment infrastructure, participates in a number of recognition arrangements for conformity assessment in the voluntary sector. These include: 

· The Global International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation Mutual Recognition Arrangement (ILAC MRA). International Accreditation New Zealand (IANZ)  (www.ianz.govt.nz) was a founding signatory when the MRA was signed in Washington in 2000;

· The Multilateral Recognition Agreement within Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Committee (APLAC MRA). IANZ is a founding signatory to the MRA which included testing and calibration laboratory services. IANZ was also an inaugural signatory to the extension of the APLAC MRA in 2003 to include inspection body services.  The Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ) (www.jas-anz.com.au) became a member of APLAC in July 2006; 

· International Accreditation Forum Multilateral Mutual Recognition Agreement (IAF MLA). JAS-ANZ was a founding member of the IAF and is a signatory to the IAF MLA;
· The Pacific Accreditation Cooperation Multilateral Arrangement (PAC MLA). JAS-ANZ is a signatory to all three parts of the MLA: Quality Management Systems, Environmental Management Systems and Product Certification;  

· Metre Convention CIPM MRA for the Mutual Recognition of National Measurement Standards and Calibration Certificates issued by National Metrology Institutes (NMIs).  The New Zealand Measurement Standards Laboratory (MSL) (www.msl.irl.cri.nz/) is signatory to the CIPM MRA and is an active participant in a major programme of multi and bilateral measurement comparisons to support claimed measurement capabilities, with a view to facilitating inclusion of these capabilities on the MRA data base; 

· New Zealand also participates in the Asia Pacific Metrology Programme. MSL complies with APMP policy on quality systems for NMIs by using IANZ to accredit all calibration services to ISO/IEC 17025; and

· OIML Mutual Acceptance Arrangement for recognising type approval tests in the category relating to non automatic weighing instruments. The Measurement and Product Safety Service (MAPSS) of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs (www.consumeraffairs.govt.nz) is a participant in the OIML MAA. MAPSS approves new type weighing and measuring instruments for trade use. The laboratory is accredited by IANZ to ISO/IEC 17025 for the testing and approval of non-automatic weighing instruments.

In addition to these regional and global recognition arrangements, New Zealand standards and conformity assessment bodies have also negotiated a number of separate bilateral MRAs and other mechanisms, including: 

· IANZ has entered into MRAs for the accreditation of testing and calibration laboratories through the Multilateral Agreement with the European Cooperation for Accreditation Laboratories (EAL). IANZ is currently applying to become a bilateral signatory to the EA MLA for inspection; 

· IANZ is a signatory to the ILAC MRA which includes signatories to the APLAC and EA MRAs as well as Argentina, Brazil, Cuba, Israel, Egypt and South Africa. Bilateral MRAs between accreditation authorities have been superseded by multilateral arrangements;
· IANZ is an inaugural signatory of the APLAC inspection bodies MRA that currently includes Australia, USA (IAS), China, Hong Kong China, Indonesia, Mexico, Singapore, Chinese Taipei and Vietnam;
· JAS-ANZ has an agreement with the European Cooperation for Accreditation (EA) “Bilateral Agreement for QMS, EMS and Product Certification” which provides for the recognition of the equivalence of quality management, environmental management and product certification provided by bodies accredited by signatories to the agreements; 

· JAS-ANZ has also signed a Mutual Cooperation Accreditation Arrangement (MCAA) with ANAB (USA), JAB (Japan), SCC (Canada), KAB (Korea) and EMA (Mexico); and

· MAPPS has an agreement with Australia on Mutual Acceptance of Type Approval of Test Reports relating to non automatic weighing instruments for the joint recognition of each other’s legal metrology type approval test reports following the granting of ISO 17025 accreditation to the New Zealand type approval laboratory. It also has a similar agreement with the United Kingdom.


	The New Zealand standards and conformity assessment bodies are committed to progressing the operation of the global, regional and bilateral arrangements to which they are parties. 

New Zealand has applied to become a “Utilizing Participant” in an OIML DoMC for the type approval of water meters (OIML R49).

The Measurement and Product Safety Service is currently in the process of expanding capability and applying to become an OIML issuing authority for the type approval of flow meters (particularly fuel dispensers). The laboratory is intending to become accredited by IANZ to ISO/IEC 17025 for testing and type approval of measuring systems for liquids other than waters (OIML R117). 



	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	 

The regulation of milk and milk products, which was previously regulated under specific dairy legislation, has been brought into the scope of a new Animal Products Act 1999, with effect from 1 June 2005. 

The Verification Agency, the official body performing government auditing functions in the food sector, was incorporated into the NZFSA from 1 July 2004. Most export certification (and domestic tracking of products) is now performed with the aid of a secure electronic database, a model endorsed as a benchmark by APEC in 2004. 

With the assistance of MSL, about 10 New Zealand laboratories have participated in over 50 international measurement comparison studies of chemical analysis to help evaluate their current performance. 

A Virtual Institute for Metrology in Chemistry and Biology has been established to help improve the standard of chemical and biological measurements in New Zealand that are used to support trade, commerce and regulatory decisions. 

IANZ recognises the ISO/IEC 17011, “General requirements for bodies providing assessment and accreditation”, which took effect on 1 January 2006. 
	 

In September 2006, the Standards and Conformance Bill 2005 was given the Royal Assent as two separate Acts: the Testing Laboratory Registration Amendment Act 2006; and the Standards Amendment Act 2006. These Acts ensure that New Zealand’s standards and conformance infrastructure is kept up to date with international norms and practices, and improves the efficiency and effectiveness of the functions of the Standards Council and the Testing Laboratory Registration Council.  

A review of New Zealand’s standards and conformity assessment infrastructure was commenced in February 2005. The review was designed to:

· evaluate New Zealand's standards and conformity assessment infrastructure against New Zealand's specific requirements, international trends and emerging new models; 

· evaluate how the standards and conformity assessment infrastructure could contribute to and improve the competitiveness of New Zealand suppliers of products and services, in the context of improved market access, innovation and quality; and 

· identify any other issues that may need to be addressed in order to enhance the contributions made by the standards and conformity assessment infrastructure towards achieving the government's objectives.

A discussion document entitled “Standards, Accreditation and Measurement: Supporting our Economy” was released on 8 August 2006.  Submissions are due with the Ministry of Economic Development by 24 November after which the Ministry will provide advice to the government on any necessary reform. More information on the review is available from www.med.govt.nz/sc-tbt/infr/review/.

New Zealand has rationalized its regulation of food into one agency, New Zealand Food Safety Authority (NZFSA) (www.nzfsa.govt.nz), a semi-autonomous body attached to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.  The creation of the NZFSA is providing more consistency in the management of food safety for both domestic consumption and for export.  In July 2005 NZFSA was restructured to achieve better consistency in its development and implementation of standards for managing risk associated with the production, processing, domestic distribution, imports and exports of food. 

NZFSA is currently undertaking a Domestic Food review and a review of imported foods. The Domestic Food Review is a long-term project running over at least five years. Its purpose is to put in place a food regulatory programme across all sector of New Zealand’s domestic food industry that promotes and delivers safe and suitable food in New Zealand. It proposes that the core tool for government regulation of food safety and suitability should:

· rely on the risk based programmes (risk management programmes, food safety programmes, product safety programmes) that already operate across most of the food industry; and

· enhance or simplify elements of these programmes. 

Work is also underway in NZFSA on imported foods through: moving to a web-based system and integrating information systems; reviewing institutional arrangements through the Domestic Food review; harmonizing the prescribed foods list with Australia; reviewing NZFSA’s cost recovery across the spectrum of its activities, including imported food; and amending the ACVM Act to include public health outcomes. 

Other initiatives aimed at improving and maintaining the level of the NZ’s technical infrastructure include:  

· MSL maintains a five-year strategic plan for the provision of measurement services. The plan is developed in conjunction with stakeholders and forms the basis of annual funding decisions by the Ministry of Research, Science and Technology; 

· MSL is increasing the range of high temperature contact and non-contact measurements to 1100 degrees Celsius;  

· A standard for optical flatness has been formally provided; 

· Length measurements up to 200m are now supported; 

· Support has been provided to enable companies to participate in international chemical comparisons; and

· The New Zealand weights and measures legislation was amended to the internationally accepted Average Quantity Systems for goods packaged by measure. This complies with International Recommendation 87 of the OIML. 


	The Standards and Conformance Bill 2005 is currently before Parliament awaiting a second reading, subject to the legislative priorities of the government.   

The New Zealand Measurement and Product Safety Service is making minor changes to New Zealand’s weights and measures regulations to ensure they are consistent with the 2004 revision of the OIML International Recommendations 87 and R111. 

Laboratories accredited by IANZ are in the process of adopting the revised ISO/IEC 17025:2005 “General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories”, with a view to full implementation by May 2007. 

MSL is developing a standard for radio frequency and microwave power measurements, with an initial focus on power measurements to 18 GHz. 

MSL is aiming to enhance the delivery of metrology-related benefits to New Zealand, using better understanding of measurement needs of stakeholders (particularly in industry sectors with growth potential) to customize and extend the range of services currently offered. 
In collaboration with the VICM, MSL is looking at establishing New Zealand CMCs for some chemical and biological measurement of particular importance to New Zealand. 

The application of Food Control Plans is currently under consideration under the Domestic Food Review. Other possible regulatory tools could include national or regional programmes to deal with specific aspects of food regulation, such as monitoring chemical residues in foods. Further information is available at www.nzfsa.govt.nz/policy-law/projects/domestic-food-review/dfr-paper1.pdf.
It is proposed that further work be done by NZFSA on the following issues as part of the imported food review: broadening the risk management framework to take account of assurances and systems in the exporting country; improving information collection and management; developing a communications strategy for imported foods; reviewing tariff codes with Customs; investigating options for rationalizing  border inspections services; developing a watch list for high risk foods; conducting a risk profiling programme; increasing NZFSA monitoring for chemical residues and contaminants though targeted surveillance; increasing resources for labeling compliance; reviewing joint AS/NZ standards for labeling; and reviewing the effectiveness of multiple release permits.  


	Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance 

and/or activities for 

technical infrastructure 

development


	MAPPS provided a metrology needs assessment to developing ASEAN economies (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam) and completed a report outlining an action plan and priorities for each economy. 

MSL has provided technical advice to MAPSS on its needs assessment work in Vietnam.  MSL is also providing technical services to IANZ for operating a laboratory inter-comparison activity for electrical power.
In September 2006 MAPSS is coordinated a study tour for six representatives of the Directorate for Standards and Quality (STAMEQ) from Vietnam. The delegation visited MSL, IANZ and MAPSS with a focus on metrology management in New Zealand. 


	Standards New Zealand has been active in providing support for APEC-funded projects in Vietnam where it chaired two workshops on good regulatory practice and also a PASC workshop on participation in international standards development.


	MAPSS staff are currently developing training to be delivered in Cambodia and Laos on Testing of Non-Automatic Weighing Instruments, Laboratory Testing of Metrology Standards and Testing of Packaged Goods. This training is part of a CLMV development project sponsored by NZAID and will be delivered in early 2007. 



	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	 

MSL contributed personnel to the APEC TILF project for developing quality systems in regional NMIs.

MSL also chairs APMP, which involves supporting the Developing Economies Committee both in its strategic planning processes and by ensuring APMP funds are available to support DEC projects, including applications to the APEC TILF fund. 

IANZ is running a major laboratory inter-comparison activity relating to the food sector throughout the Asia/Pacific region.

Training was provided for APLMF members in developing model legislation for the implementation of the international standards (OIML International Recommendation 87) on the net contents of packaged goods. The training was held in Thailand in February 2004 and in Malaysia in February 2006.

SNZ made a presentation on behalf of ISO at the WTO Regional Workshop on the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade in Fiji in June 2006. 


	New Zealand’s standards and conformity assessment bodies are committed to providing assistance for the improvement of the technical infrastructure of other economies. Initiatives include: 

· Development of measurement capability in developing economies through a series of needs assessments and consultancy programmes; 

· Provision of training programmes in the area of accreditation, including sponsorship of trainees from other economies to work in New Zealand for a period of time; 

· Provision of assistance to the Thai National Bureau of Agriculture and Food Standards (ACFS) for the  development of accreditation services for agriculture and food-related industry sectors in Thailand; 

· Active participation in APEC funded projects aimed at developing APEC economies’ product certification infrastructures; 

· Development of the 2002 APEC Handbook on Notification Authorities and National Enquiry Points under the WTO SPS and TBT Agreements. Standards New Zealand conducted symposiums on the Handbook in Peru and Thailand; 

· Carrying out the initial accreditation audit of QUACERT, a Vietnamese certification body. The audit was funded by New Zealand; 

· Conducting regional seminars on risk analysis within the framework of FAO/ILS1 technical assistance to Asia (1996-1998); 

· Provision of personnel to assist with food sector regulatory reviews in Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Papua New Guinea, China, Viet Nam and the Philippines; 

· Provision of assistance to Viet Nam to review existing food control and regulatory systems aimed at enhancing quality and safety of domestic and exported foods (1997-1999); 

· Delivery of a project to provide a generic food control system to assist Asian developing economies with food regulations and quality control systems, including SPS-related mechanisms; 

· Provision of technical assistance to the China Animal and Plant Quarantine Laboratory and the China Quarantine and Inspection Administration with the establishment of a quality assurance system. This included running SPS seminars in China (1996 and 2002); 

· Providing on-going WTO SPS related capacity building assistance as part of the New Zealand Trade and Development Programme including assistance to APEC and ASEAN economies; and

· Working with the FAO sub-regional office for the Pacific to provide technical assistance including workshops and follow-up programmes aimed at promoting Codex standards and activities in the Pacific. 

 
	 

New Zealand will continue where possible to assist the standards and conformity assessment national bodies of developing economies in the APEC region to build capacity. 

New Zealand will also continue to be a major contributor to APEC seminars and workshops which, among other things, aim to improve APEC economies’ understanding of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements as well as international trends in the standards and conformance area. 

JAS-ANZ is currently undertaking a three year project to assist ASEAN countries in infrastructure development. JAS-ANZ is also providing technical services to the Gulf States for the Regional Conformity Assessment Scheme (RACS) to be competed in February 2007. 

New Zealand is developing a relationship with ASEAN with a view to increasing the interaction between the regulatory bodies responsible for electrical and electronic products. This will involve provision of capacity building around the application of risk management principles and regulatory compliance management. 

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	
	 

New Zealand is an active participant in all five Specialist Regional Bodies: APLAC, PAC, APLMF, APMP and PASC.

IANZ is a signatory to the APLAC MRA and is represented on the board of management.  An IANZ staff member is also the chair of the APLAC Public Affairs Committee.  

JAS-ANZ representatives continue to actively participate in PAC. The JAS-ANZ Executive Director is a member of the PAC Executive Committee and the Director of Operations is the Chairman of the PAC Technical Committee. 

MLS chairs APMP and represents New Zealand on APMP.

 

MAPSS participates in the APLMF including in work programmes that aim to harmonise requirements and reduce technical barriers to trade. 

Standards New Zealand is a member of the PASC and has been re-appointed as the PASC secretary until 31 December 2007. SNZ also maintains the PASC website and has, on occasions, represented PASC at APEC SCSC meetings. 

MAPPS chairs the APLMF Working Group on Goods Packaged by Measure. 


	 

New Zealand will continue to participate actively in activities of the Specialist Regional Bodies that aim to develop and maintain the technical infrastructure of their members. 

	Continuously strive to 

increase transparency of 

their standards and 

conformance requirements, including implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and  Conformance
	In 2005, the Standards New Zealand website underwent a major overhaul.  The improved web shop and on-line Subscription Services were launched in July 2005 making it easier to find and access standards. The web shop revamp included the following new features: 

· Customers can browse for publications by means of industry sectors, keywords or International Classification Code (ICS); 

· Standards cited in legislation can be easily located at (www.standards.co.nz ); 

· A new shopping cart system allows customers to search and select multiple Standards in any given order; 

· Customers can search for current, suspended and even withdrawn documents; 

· Public comment submissions on draft Standards can be processed electronically; 

· The new on-line Subscription Service allows access to Standards anywhere at any time; and

· Customers can now purchase ISO, IEC and BSI Standards through the SNZ website. 


	For general information on New Zealand’s transparency policies, including requirements for the establishment and review of legislation and regulations, see the New Zealand’s IAP chapter on Transparency.

Relevant New Zealand legislation is available at www.legilsation.govt.nz. The Standards New Zealand website (www.standards.co.nz) has available those standards which are cited in New Zealand legislation.  New Zealand does not however have a centrally located website for this information.

New Zealand’s standards development process is open, involving wide consultation and industry participation. In accordance with both the TBT and SPS Agreement, information on technical regulation is also provided through two New Zealand Inquiry Points: Standards New Zealand operates the WTO TBT notification point (www.standards.co.nz); and the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry operates the SPS notification point (www.maf.govt.nz).  Contact points are updated as required.   Draft mandatory requirements are also notified to other WTO members for comment.

Each Ministry or government department has responsibility for providing information and responding to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measures in its area.  In addition, in its bilateral FTA negotiations New Zealand is seeking to establish central contract points to facilitate this process.

Policy proposals which will have legislative implications are subject to a regulatory impact statement assessment. This process includes consideration of the potential impacts on business. New Zealand is currently in the process of updating its Regulatory Impact Statement Guidelines to include a requirement to also consider New Zealand’s international obligations during the broader policy development process.

New Zealand is compliant with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.

New Zealand participates in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement.

New Zealand provides up-to-date information for the SCSC Contact List.


	 

One of the issues the review of the New Zealand standards and conformance infrastructure will look at is the provision of quality information on the standards and conformance infrastructure to regulators and businesses. 



	Participate in relevant 

international fora


	 

MSL hosted a CITAC workshop in New Zealand on Traceability and Uncertainty in May 2004. 

IANZ hosted the global ILAC and IAF General Assemblies in September 2005 in Auckland, New Zealand.  IANZ is also co-chairing the joint ILAC/IAF working group on the development of global requirements for accreditation bodies responsible for the accreditation of inspection bodies. 

 


	 

New Zealand participates actively in the WTO TBT and SPS Committees and the APEC SCSC.

New Zealand is represented on:

· 266 ISO and IEC committees and working groups. Standards New Zealand is currently also the secretary of PASC; 
· 3 consultative committees of the Metre Convention, as well as 5 Technical Committees of the APMP. MSL also represents New Zealand in the Cooperation on International Traceability in Analytical Chemistry (CITAC); 

· 6 OIML Technical Committees as a participating member and 4 OIML Technical Committees as an observing member;  

· JAS-ANZ is represented at, and participates in, the work of both the IAF and PAC, including at the Board level and Technical Committee level of both organisations; and

· IANZ is represented in all APLAC and ILAC technical policy and publicity committees. IANZ also represents New Zealand on all ISO/CASCO committees.

New Zealand also strongly supports Codex activities aimed at promoting the establishment of international standards that are consistent with the Codex objectives of food safety and fair practice in food trade. 


	

	Other activities


	In May 2005, New Zealand hosted a seminar on the Fire Safe Use of Timber in Construction for regulators and other technical experts from APEC Economies.

New Zealand has supported the APEC SCSC Chair and related SCSC activities in the following ways: 

· Providing assistance with the APEC SCSC agenda and secretarial support in 2003 and 2004; 

· Chaired a workshop on standards and SMEs in 2003; 

· Presented papers at the SCSC conferences in September 2004; 

· Provided a resource person to present and moderate discussions at a workshop for SME programme managers on reducing compliance costs arising from standards and conformity assessment requirements in July 2005; and

· Provided assistance and participated in the APEC EE MRA workshop in August 2005. 


	New Zealand has been and will continue to be an active participant in the APEC SCSC and will provide assistance to the APEC SCSC Chair when requested. 


	 

The Ministry of Consumer Affairs will produce a report on maximizing the benefits of measurement-related activities to support New Zealand’s economic and social well-being. The report will be finalized by the end of 2006. 


	Improvements in New Zealand’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with 

international standards where 

appropriate 


	New Zealand’s general policy position was to encourage competition, productivity and innovation, primarily through the imposition of minimal transaction and compliance costs on business. Technical regulations (which are typically performance-based rather than prescriptive) were maintained to achieve essential health, safety and environmental requirements.  

 

The total number of New Zealand standards was 2,150, of which 891 were Joint Australia/New Zealand Standards (450 internationally aligned) and 170 were international standards approved for New Zealand use.  In total 620 (28.8%) were internationally aligned.

 

 

 
	The basic policy position remains unchanged with an increased focus on the removal or reduction of technical barriers to trade.

 

Specific strategies such as harmonization and recognition of the standards of other countries providing equivalent outcomes have been used to advance progress towards achieving this objective. Internationally, New Zealand has encouraged moves to the mutual reduction or elimination of technical barriers to trade as a means of facilitating access to markets. It is taking an increasingly flexible approach to finding solutions to these problems.

 

The current total of New Zealand standards is 2,874.  Of this number, 2,241 are current Joint Australia/New Zealand Standards (1,258 internationally aligned) and 56 are other international standards approved for New Zealand use.  In total this means that 1314 (46%) are internationally aligned. 

New Zealand has achieved 100% alignment under the previous APEC VAP for priority areas such as electrical and electronic appliances, food labeling, rubber products and machinery. New Zealand has also achieved 100% alignment with the 2006 APEC VAP. 

 

	Active participation in the international standardisation 

activities of international 

standardizing bodies


	New Zealand was a corresponding member of the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML).

 

Standards New Zealand was the national member body of ISO and IEC.  New Zealand’s involvement in ISO and IEC technical committees was 106 participating and 144 observing memberships.
	In September 2003, New Zealand became a full member of the OIML Treaty. 

New Zealand continues to be an active member and participant in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies. This includes participating in a number of Technical Committees of the ISO/IEC and OIML. 

 

	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	
	New Zealand participates in the following APEC MRAs: APEC EE MRA (all three parts as of 2003); the APEC Toy Safety MRA; and the APEC Food MRA. 

New Zealand has also endorsed the APEC TEL MRA. 



	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	New Zealand unilaterally recognized the reports, testing and certificates of compliance produced by competent bodies in other markets. The intention was to conclude mutual recognition agreements providing for the recognition of test reports and certificates of compliance produced by the competent bodies in those countries.  
	New Zealand is a party to a series of mutual recognition arrangements with other economies including:

· the TTMRA with Australia, a market to market access arrangement covering most goods and services; 

· the EU/NZ MRA, which covers seven sectors; 

· the EFAT/NZ MRA, which covers seven sectors;

· the EU/NZ Agreement on Sanitary Measures applicable to trade in live animals and animal products; and

· the Singapore/NZ CEP Sectoral Annex on electrical equipment.  

In 2005, New Zealand also concluded an arrangement with the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office for the facilitation of trade in electrical and electronic products. 

 

The food regulatory agencies of New Zealand and Australia work closely to minimize technical barriers to trade. A joint food standards code has been developed with particular impact on food labeling, ingredients and composition.  



	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary 

sector 


	New Zealand, through JAS-ANZ, was a signatory to the IAF and PAC Multilateral Recognition Arrangements (MLA) for quality management systems. 

 

New Zealand was also a signatory to a bilateral recognition arrangement with the European Cooperation for Accreditation (EA) covering quality and environmental management systems and product testing. 

 
	The PAC MLAs have been extended to cover environmental management systems and product certification and New Zealand, though JAS-ANZ, is a signatory to these.

In July 2006, JAS-ANZ became a member of APLAC and on 13 September 2006, JAS-ANZ signed the APLAC MRA for Inspection Bodies. 

New Zealand, through IANZ, is also a signatory to the ILAC and APLAC MRAs, including the expansion of the APLAC MRA to include inspection body recognition. 



	Improve and maintain the level of their  technical infrastructure Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	The New Zealand National Measurement Laboratory had an ongoing program of measurement inter-comparisons through APMP and assisted the development of measurement capabilities in developing economies through a number of consultancies.

 

Standards New Zealand was involved in development of standards as well as systems and product certification.
	 

Standards New Zealand was restructured in 1997/98 and its certification functions were sold.  Standards New Zealand’s prime activities are now development and sale of standards, seminars, international standardization, and provision of capacity building.

There are regular dialogues between the standards and conformity assessment infrastructure bodies in New Zealand through a forum called “Standards Accreditation and Metrology”. One of the main objectives of this forum is to promote information sharing and collaborative efforts between the infrastructure bodies where appropriate to support the further development of the technical infrastructure. 



	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure
	There were no formal links with legal metrology authorities in the Asia Pacific area.

 

Standards New Zealand was not actively involved in provision of assistance to other economies.

 
	 

New Zealand has established formal links with, and is an active participant in, the specialist standardization bodies in the Asia-Pacific (APLAC, APMP, APLMF, PAC and PASC).  It also participates in capacity building activities run by these Specialist Regional Bodies. 

In addition, New Zealand has been active in assisting other economies’ technical infrastructure, including needs assessments, capacity building and training. Specific initiatives include: 

Standards related activities

· 1998-2000: SNZ provided three month-long training programs to ASEAN and Latin American members' standards officials in standards and conformity systems; 
· 1998: Seminar for ASEAN members on Issues in International Standardisation which incorporated a workshop on ISO Technical Committee 207 (Environment) developments; 

· 1999: Needs assessment visit to Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Peru which resulted in two specific projects:  MERCOSUR-CER Dialogue on Standards and Conformance, and the Training of Senior Management of Latin American Standards Bodies; 

· 2001: SNZ provided two one-month programs for Latin American and ASEAN officials from their national standards bodies on how a standards coordinating agency operates and meets its WTO/ISO/IEC obligations;  

· 2002: Developed an APEC Handbook and ran Symposiums on Notification Authorities and National Enquiry Points under the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreements of the World Trade Organisation; 

· 2003: Assessment of the standards and conformance needs of Pacific Island Forum nations. The assessment report was presented at a Forum meeting in Suva and was accepted as a blueprint for further planning of developments in the region; 

· Needs assessment and training programs to national standards bodies (NSBs) in developing countries, including advice on how to meet their WTO obligations and move from prescriptive to performance-based standards; and

· Active participation at the WTO regional Workshop on the Agreement on technical barriers to Trade in Fiji in June 2006 (SNZ delivered a presentation on behalf of ISO);
Legal Metrology activities

· 2000: Needs assessment visit to the Lao People's Democratic Republic, Union of Myanmar and Kingdom of Cambodia  

· 2003/04: Needs assessment visit  to Viet Nam;  

· Capacity building project, as part of the Joint Action Plan of the ASEAN Consultative Committee on Standards and Quality (ACCSQ)-Closer Economic Relations (CER) Dialogue;  

· Assisted Singapore Weights and Measures Office in upgrading legislation and laboratory to OIML standard; and 

· 2004 and 2006: Training to APLMF members in development and application of model legislation for the OIML International Recommendation R87;
Accreditation activities

· Training programmes including sponsorship of personnel from developing economies to work in New Zealand for a period of time; 

· 2004: commenced a 3 year project to assist ASEAN members with infrastructure development; and

· 2004/05: provided a number of APEC funded accreditation and certification courses to APEC economies; 

SPS related activities

· 1997-1999: provided personnel to assist with the review of existing food control and regulatory systems in a number of APEC economies; 

· 1996-2002: provided technical assistance to the People’s Republic of China, including a series of SPS seminars; provided on-going WTO SPS related capacity building assistance in the region; 

· 2004: participated in the FAO/WHO Asia-Pacific Regional Conference on Food Safety in Malaysia concentrating on the development and implementation of risk based systems in food regulation; 

· 2004: participated in the Second Global Forum in Thailand sharing experience on the risk based approach and on integration of food regulatory activities into one agency; 

· 2005: spoke to a number of topics at the APEC Food Safety Cooperation Seminar, including possible refinements in the targeting of scarce regulatory resources to achieve optimal health protection, and the use of electronic certification (e-cert) in combating fraud. 
Other activities

· 2002: provided consultancy assistance to the project overseer of APEC CTI 07/2001T Promoting the Active Participation of the APEC Member Economies in Existing APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangements (MRAs); and

· 2003-2006: acted as project overseer of APEC CTI 8/2003T and 12/2004T Survey of Accreditation, Calibration and Testing Laboratory Performance: APLAC Calibration and Testing Proficiency Testing Programmes, 2003-2005.

 

	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies activities


	Standards New Zealand was a member of PASC.

JAS-ANZ was a member of PAC. 

MSL was a member of APMP.

IANZ was a member of APLAC. 

MAPSS was a member of APLMF. 


	New Zealand, through its standards and conformity assessment bodies, continues to be an active member and participant in Specialist Regional Bodies. For example: 

· SNZ hosted the PASC annual meeting in 2000, has been re-appointed as Secretary to PASC and hosts the PASC website; 

· IANZ chairs the APLAC Public Affairs Committee; 

· JAS-ANZ is a member of the PAC Executive Committee, Chairs the PAC Communication and Marketing Committee, is PAC Treasurer and a member of the PAC Technical Committee and the PAC MLA Committee; 

· MSL is the chair of APMP 2004-2007 and provided the chair of the TCM (a technical committee) 1998-2002. In addition, MSL regularly participates in the annual APMP General Assembly and in the annual AMPM technical committees and their working groups.

New Zealand also participates, when resources permit, in the meetings of ACCSQ (ASEAN Consultative Committee on Standards and Quality).



	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements, including implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance


	Regulated sector: as a member of the WTO, all New Zealand technical regulations, which often include voluntary standards are required to conform with the TBT and SPS Agreements. 

 

Voluntary sector: Standards New Zealand and industry groups produce voluntary standards.  Standards New Zealand is a statutory body in compliance with the requirements of the WTO TBT Agreement and the WTO Code of Good Practice. It has the sole right to designate a standard as a New Zealand Standard. 


	New Zealand complies with APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance. 

Specific initiatives include:

· Separate WTO Inquiry points have been established to cover both the TBT and SPS Agreements. All New Zealand agencies proposing technical regulations must certify that international agreements have been complied with; 

· SNZ has completed a major overhaul of its website. The improved web shop and on-line subscription service facilitate easy access to standards. The website also includes a list of New Zealand legislation which cites Standards; and

· New Zealand has established an electronic format for its import health standards for plant products and for animals, and is working to extend the range of information available into export requirements for plants and animals.



	Participate in relevant international fora


	 

Standards New Zealand was the national member body of ISO and IEC.

 

JAS-ANZ was a member of the IAF and IATCA. 
	 

New Zealand participates in a number of international fora in the standards and conformance area including ISO/IEC, ILAC, IAF, OIML, CIPM, Codex, WTO TBT and SPS Committees and APEC SCSC. 

The IATCA has changed its name to International Personnel Certification (IPC). JAS-ANZ is no longer a member of this body when it was decided by IAF members that accreditation bodies would not provide accreditation to training course providers. 

 

In 2003, New Zealand became a full member of the International Organisation for Legal Metrology and a signatory to the OIML Mutual Acceptance Agreement.  



	Other Activities


	 

Legal Metrology: Attended APLMF meetings.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	 

From 1997 onwards, New Zealand has hosted a large number of annual meetings, conferences, seminars and symposia on topics ranging from Specialist Regional Body meetings to SPS principles and food safety standards and regulation issues. 

New Zealand has also provided support to the APEC SCSC Chair, when requested, and has actively participated in a number of APEC workshops, conferences and policy dialogues. 




� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements. Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)

















