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	Chapter 5 : Standards
 and Conformance 

	Objective
APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement: 

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardization activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies. 



	Guidelines
Each APEC economy will: 

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through: (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means;
h.
implement and maintain a standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards; and

i. 
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties

	Collective Actions
APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas: 

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION

APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and

d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardization activities.

Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;

c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by, among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  

d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005 in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment;

c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts; and

d.
implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.

The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.

	Hong Kong, China’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2006 
In line with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade of the WTO, the policy of Hong Kong, China is to adopt international standards wherever possible.  Moreover, recognising the importance of mutual recognition arrangements (MRAs) in facilitating trade, we have been taking active steps to establish MRAs with other economies.  Since 1996, we have participated in five APEC MRAs and some other recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector.

We are also committed to ensuring the transparency of our standards and conformity assessment regimes.  Information on standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment requirements is available to the public.  In this regard, we are maintaining a website to disseminate information on standards and conformance.

Separately, we have been supporting the APEC programme on technical infrastructure development so as to further strengthen our technical infrastructure.


	Chapter 5 : Hong Kong, China’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2006

	Section

	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	The Buildings Department has commissioned a number of consultancy studies to review the Buildings Ordinance and Regulations as well as the codes of practice, with a view to rationalizing building control regime, tightening up safety requirements, facilitating law enforcement and improving service to the public.  The whole review process is still under way.  It is expected that the relevant legislative amendments to the regulations will be introduced to the Legislative Council in phases from 2006 onwards. 
A study is being undertaken on the discrepancies between the UN GHS for chemicals and the hazard classification and labelling system under the Factories and Industrial Undertakings (Dangerous Substances) Regulations.  The pros and cons of various options to incorporate GHS into Hong Kong, China’s control regime are also being examined.  
The Medical Device Administrative Control System has been extended to cover the voluntary listing of medium-risk medical devices since November 2005.
Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) implemented ISO/IEC 17011: 2004 for its operation in December 2005. 

The progress in converting accredited environmental management system certification from ISO 14001: 1996 to ISO 14001: 2004 is as planned and will be completed by May 2006.

HKAS started to accredit non-medical laboratories to ISO/IEC 17025: 2005 since November 2005. 

	Hong Kong, China submitted in January 1996 a statement regarding the implementation and administration of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.  In line with the Agreement, Hong Kong, China’s policy is to adopt international standards wherever possible.
Five Government bureaux/departments (Transport Department; Office of the Telecommunications Authority; Highways Department; Environment, Transport and Works Bureau; and Electrical and Mechanical Services Department) have accepted the WTO code of good practice for the preparation, adoption and application of standards.
For the current Voluntary Energy Efficiency Labelling Schemes (EELS), seven, i.e. those for room coolers, household refrigeration appliances, washing machines, electric clothes dryers, compact fluorescent lamps, electronic ballasts and household electric storage water heaters, have adopted International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) test standards where applicable.  The testing methodologies of EELS for photocopiers, multifunction devices, laser printers, television sets, LCD monitors, personal computers and dehumidifiers generally follow the widely accepted US Energy Star Program.  EELS for electric rice-cookers and domestic gas instantaneous water heaters have adopted widely accepted national test standards as no suitable ISO/IEC test standards are available.  EELS for petrol passenger cars has adopted the internationally recognized standard European Communities Council Directive for determination of fuel consumption.  Details of the Schemes can be found at http://www.emsd.gov.hk/emsd/eng/pee/eels.shtml. 

Hong Kong, China operates the mandatory approval scheme of domestic gas appliances (including cookers, water heaters, clothes dryers and portable cassette cookers) and flexible gas tubing imported for use in Hong Kong.  The schemes, backed by legislation, require that domestic gas appliances and flexible gas tubing shall be in compliance with recognized international safety and quality standards and local requirements.  Approved models of gas appliance and tubing shall bear a GU Mark and an approval number respectively for consumer identification.  Details of the approval schemes can be found at: http://www.emsd.gov.hk/emsd/eng/pps/gas_app_sch_dom.shtml; and http://www.emsd.gov.hk/emsd/eng/pps/gas_app_sch_lp.shtml. 

At present, there is no legislation pertaining to the control over manufacturing, import or sale of medical device except those containing radioactive substances or pharmaceutical products in Hong Kong.  Reference has been made to the recommendation of the Global Harmonization Task Force (GHTF) in formulating the approach and standards of the proposed regulatory framework for medical device.  Details of guidance documents for listing devices can be found at http://www.mdco.gov.hk/. 
Regarding the UN Globally Harmonised Standards (GHS) for chemicals, control on manufacture, classification, handling, transport and sale of chemicals are governed by several Ordinances in Hong Kong, China, including the Entertainment Special Effects Ordinance, the Dangerous Goods Ordinance, the Dangerous Goods (Consignment by Air) (Safety) Ordinance, the Air Navigation (Hong Kong) Order 1995 and the Factories and Industrial Undertakings (Dangerous Substances) Regulations.  The control systems currently in place are in general aligned with international standards/practice. 

The contact points for further information are:

WTO TBT Enquiry Point and Notification Authority
Product Standards Information Bureau

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4820; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: psib@itc.gov.hk
Energy Efficiency Office 

Electrical and Mechanical Services Department

Tel: (852) 2808 3465; Fax: (852) 2890 6081

E-mail: eepublic@emsd.gov.hk

Highways Department  

Tel: (852) 2762 3304; Fax: (852) 2714 5216

E-mail: ts.tau@hyd.gov.hk
Office of the Telecommunications Authority 

Tel: (852) 2961 6333; Fax: (852) 2803 5110

E-mail: webmaster@ofta.gov.hk
Transport Department 

Tel: (852) 2782 7210; Fax: (852) 2770 4153

E-mail: tdenq@td.gov.hk

Environment, Transport and Works Bureau 

Tel: (852) 2848 2111; Fax: (852) 2523 5327

E-mail: etwbenq@etwb.gov.hk
	Short/Medium Term (2006 ‑ 2009)

To continue keeping abreast of the latest international standards and new codes of practice for building construction.  Updating of the General Specification (GS) for Building 2003 Edition to be completed by December 2006.   

Further to the consultancy studies reviewing the Buildings Ordinance, Regulations and codes of practice, to consider introducing legislative amendments in phases for improvements of the building control and safety requirements where necessary.

To continue keeping abreast of the latest international standards for the design and manufacture of domestic gas appliances. 
To recognize Conformity Assessment Bodies for carrying out conformity assessment of medical devices in accordance with the requirements of the Medical Device Administrative Control System.  The scheme will be in line with international guides and standards and recommendations from GHTF where applicable.  

Related subsidiary legislations to the Dangerous Goods  (Amendment) Ordinance are being worked on to set out detailed control.  The legislation exercise is underway and is aimed to be completed by end 2006.  Following the amended legislations, new dangerous goods classification as well as packing and labelling systems will be in line with the International Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code based on the UN Recommendations on Transport of Dangerous Goods, Model Regulations which forms part of GHS. 

The updated local regulatory framework will be harmonised with that part of GHS on dangerous goods where appropriate. 

To update the relevant safety standards for toys and children’s products as prescribed in the Toys and Children’s Products Safety Ordinance (Cap 424).  

To adopt ISO/IEC 17025: 2005 for accreditation of non-medical laboratories by May 2007.
Long Term (By 2010)

To develop a new regulatory framework for adopting international standards of motor vehicles primarily in line with those recommended by the Road Transport Harmonisation Project of the APEC Transportation Working Group. 



	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	Hong Kong, China will join the new voluntary alignment works on IEC standards for electrical equipment and will complete the annual report on progress of alignment in July 2006.
	Electrical and Electronic Appliances 

Hong Kong, China has accepted domestic electrical appliances (including refrigerators, TV sets and air-conditioners) complying with relevant IEC standards as meeting the statutory safety requirements.

Food Labelling  
Hong Kong, China has aligned the standards for the labelling of irradiated foods, food ingredient, food additives and special ingredients with those of Codex General Standard for the Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods.
Rubber Products

Hong Kong, China does not have the corresponding domestic standards.
Machinery

Hong Kong, China does not have the corresponding domestic standards.
IEC 60335 Electrical Safety Standards and Relevant Electromagnetic Compatibility Standards  

Hong Kong, China has accepted the compliance with IEC 60335 standards as satisfying the relevant safety requirements.  Hong Kong, China has also aligned its relevant standards with CISPR (International Special Committee on Radio Interference) 11 and accepted the compliance with CISPR 15 and 22 as meeting the statutory requirements.  Hong Kong, China will continue to keep in view the developments of relevant international standards.

IEC 60950 

Information technology products conforming to IEC 60950 or equivalent safety standards are considered as satisfying the safety requirements of the Electrical Products (Safety) Regulation, subject to additional requirements to meet local supply conditions.
Conformity Assessment 

All the 17 standards stipulated in the Voluntary Action Plan (VAP) for Alignment of Standards with International Standards have been adopted or used directly in Hong Kong.
Laboratories are encouraged to follow recommendations of relevant ISO standards and guides in their operation.
The contact point for further information is:
Product Standards Information Bureau

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4820; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: psib@itc.gov.hk
	Long Term (By 2010)
To align the standards for nutrition labelling and declaration of vitamins and minerals with those of the Codex Guidelines on Nutrition Labelling by 2010. 

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Hong Kong, China continued to participate in the activities of ISO.
	To keep abreast of the development of international standards, and to facilitate the use of such standards, Hong Kong, China participates in ISO.

Hong Kong, China is represented in a number of technical committees of ISO as observer.
The Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) is represented in ISO Committee on Conformity Assessment (CASCO) Working Group 18 which has been set up to develop an international standard for assessment and accreditation on the basis of ISO/IEC Guide 58, 61 and ISO/IEC Technical Report (TR) 17010.  HKAS is also represented in CASCO Working Group 25 for alignment of ISO/IEC 17025 with ISO 9001: 2000, and in ISO Technical Committee 212 for developing standards relating to medical testing.

The Buildings Department of the Government participates in the Ad Hoc Technical Group on Loadings and Structural Designs (TG1) and the Ad Hoc Technical Group on Performance Based Housing Standards (TG2).  The Architectural Services Department participates in the Ad Hoc Technical Group on Timber Standards (TG3). 

The contact points for further information are:

Product Standards Information Bureau 

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4820; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: psib@itc.gov.hk
Hong Kong Accreditation Service 
Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4802; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: hkas@itc.gov.hk
Buildings Department 

Tel: (852) 2626 1218; Fax: (852) 2523 9380
E-mail: enquiry@bd.gov.hk
Architectural Services Department 

Tel: (852) 2867 3672; Fax (852) 2596 0361
E-mail: keepip@archsd.gov.hk
	Short/Medium/Long Term (2007 ‑ 2010)

Continue to participate in the activities of ISO.

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Hong Kong, China continued to implement the MRAs for Conformity Assessment in which we have participated. 
	Hong Kong, China has been participating in the development and implementation of the Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) for Conformity Assessment.  Hong Kong, China has participated in or notified its intention to participate in the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety; the APEC Telecom MRA; the “umbrella arrangement” of the APEC Food MRA; APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls and Part I of the Electrical MRA. 
Since September 1998, Hong Kong, China has adopted a Hong Kong Telecommunications Equipment Evaluation and Certification Scheme which provides for the regulatory framework for evaluation and certification of wireless and wireline equipment for use in Hong Kong, China.  The Scheme is fully compatible with the APEC Telecom MRA. 
The contact points for further information are:

APEC MRA for Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment 

Standards Section, Development Division

Office of the Telecommunications Authority

Tel: (852) 2961 6628; Fax: (852) 2838 5004

E-mail: wkluk@ofta.gov.hk
APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment 

Electricity Legislation Division
Electrical and Mechanical Services Department
Tel: (852) 2808 3649; Fax: (852) 2895 4929

E-mail: epsd@emsd.gov.hk
APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety  
Economic Development Branch

Economic Development and Labour Bureau

Tel: (852) 2810 2899; Fax: (852) 2523 1973

Email: edb@edlb.gov.hk
APEC Food MRA and APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls 

Food and Public Health Branch

Food and Environmental Hygiene Department

Tel: (852) 2867 5572; Fax: (852) 2521 4784

E-mail: cwchiu@fehd.gov.hk
	Short/Medium/Long Term (2007 ‑ 2010)

To encourage more APEC member economies to participate in the Telecom MRA and discuss with them how to implement the MRA should they decide to join.
To consider participation in other MRAs initiated by APEC SCSC in the future.

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Hong Kong, China recognized two testing laboratories designated by the US as CAB for telecommunications equipment.

	Hong Kong, China has recognized seven testing laboratories, three designated by Chinese Taipei, two by the US, one by Singapore and one by Canada, as conformity assessment bodies (CAB) for telecommunications equipment. 

Canada and Singapore have respectively recognized two laboratories in Hong Kong. 

The contact point for further information is:  

Office of the Telecommunications Authority

Tel: (852) 2961 6628; Fax: (852) 2838 5004
E-mail: wkluk@ofta.gov.hk 
	No further actions planned. 


	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	No changes took place. 


	For laboratory accreditation, HKAS has established MRAs with its counterparts in the US, the UK, Australia, New Zealand, the Netherlands and Singapore.  It has also entered a bilateral arrangement with multilateral arrangement group of the European Co‑operation for Accreditation (EA).  HKAS is also a signatory to the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) multilateral MRA and the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) multilateral MRA. 
The Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (HOKLAS) extended the accreditation service to cover medical testing laboratories in February 2004.  The operation of the new service was evaluated by APLAC and found to be in conformance with the APLAC MRA requirements and hence covered under APLAC MRA.  
More information can be found at http://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/hoklas/agreement.htm.  
For inspection body accreditation, HKAS is a signatory to the APLAC multilateral MRA.
More information can be found at http://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/hkias/agreement.htm. 

For quality management system certification body accreditation, HKAS is a signatory to the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) multilateral recognition arrangement (MLA) and the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) MLA.  
More information can be found at http://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/hkcas/agreement.htm. 
The Standards and Calibration Laboratory of Hong Kong, China is a signatory to the “MRA for National Measurement Standards and for Calibration and Measurement Certificates issued by National Metrology Institutes” (CIPM Global MRA).
More information can be found at http://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/scl/activities.htm. 

The contact points for further information are: 

Hong Kong Accreditation Service
Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4802; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: hkas@itc.gov.hk
Standards and Calibration Laboratory 
Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4830; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: scl@itc.gov.hk
	Short/Medium Term (2007 ‑ 2009)

Continue to work with the APLAC and ILAC in extending the APLAC multilateral MRAs to include newly developed laboratory accreditation schemes. 

Continue to participate in IAF–ILAC joint committee on inspection bodies with a view to working towards establishing MRAs for inspection bodies.  

	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	No changes took place. 

	Hong Kong, China supports the APEC Programme on technical infrastructure development so as to further strengthen its technical infrastructure.

HKAS provides accreditation for laboratories under HOKLAS, for certification bodies under the Hong Kong Certification Body Accreditation Scheme (HKCAS) and for inspection bodies under the Hong Kong Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme (HKIAS). 
HKCAS extended the accreditation service to cover product certification for construction products in August 2003 and consumer product certification in July 2005. 
HOKLAS extended the accreditation service to cover medical testing laboratories in February 2004. 

More information can be found at http://www.itc.gov.hk/hkas. 

The Standards and Calibration Laboratory (SCL) has an on-going programme of inter-laboratory comparison of measurement standards with other economies.  Hong Kong, China has participated in the regional and international inter-laboratory comparisons for Alternate Current (AC)/Direct Current (DC) voltage transfer, DC voltage and resistance, high voltage, low frequency (LF) power and capacitance, radio frequency (RF) power, RF reflection, RF attenuation, time and frequency, acoustics, hardness, length, mass, volume, density, force, torque, pressure, laser frequency, surface roughness, temperature and humidity. 

More information can be found at http://www.itc.gov.hk/scl. 
The contact points for further information are:

Hong Kong Accreditation Service 
Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4802; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: hkas@itc.gov.hk
Standards and Calibration Laboratory 
Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4830; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: scl@itc.gov.hk
Buildings Department 

Tel: (852) 2626 1218; Fax: (852) 2523 9380

E-mail: enquiry@bd.gov.hk
Office of the Telecommunications Authority 

Tel: (852) 2961 6628; Fax: (852) 2838 5004

E-mail: wkluk@ofta.gov.hk
	Short/Medium Term (2007 ‑ 2009)

To list the calibration and measurement capabilities of the SCL for all measurement fields in Appendix C of the CIPM Global MRA and continue to participate in the relevant technical activities required by the MRA. 
To review the Buildings Ordinance with a view to replacing prescriptive regulation by performance based regulation.  Buildings Department will consult the building professionals and industry throughout the development process.  The relevant legislative amendments to the regulations will be introduced to the Legislative Council in phases. 

Short/Medium/Long Term (2007 ‑ 2010)
Continue to participate in the activities of PAC and IAF. 
To participate in bilateral, regional and international inter-laboratory comparison of measurement standards in order to increase transparency of measurement standards and to promote acceptance of measurement standards within the region. 

Continue to participate in the key and supplementary comparisons of measurement standards and other related technical activities required by the CIPM Global MRA.  
Continue to participate in the activities of ILAC and APLAC and contribute to the organization of inter-laboratory proficiency testing programmes. 
Continue to upgrade the capacity of the Radio Laboratory of the Office of the Telecommunications Authority so as to keep up with the pace of technological development. 

	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	Hong Kong, China participated in the APEC e-learning course on the practical use of the environmental product standards: ISO 14000 on EL, LCA, Ecodesign, and product related environmental regulations in November 2005.
 
	Hong Kong, China is participating in activities relating to technical infrastructure development.
HKAS delivers talks and seminars and organizes training courses for the medical sector to facilitate medical testing laboratories in preparing for accreditation using ISO 15189: 2003. 
The contact point for further information is:

Product Standards Information Bureau

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4820; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: psib@itc.gov.hk
	Short/Medium/Long Term (2007 ‑ 2010)

Continue to participate in activities relating to technical infrastructure development.

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Hong Kong, China participated in two peer evaluations of laboratory accreditation bodies for APLAC MRA; and in one peer evaluation of accreditation bodies for certification bodies for PAC MLA. 

An officer from HKAS was invited to deliver the APLAC workshop on accreditation of reference material producers in Beijing, China on 10 to 12 April 2006. 

	HKAS delivers talks and lectures in international conferences and training courses coordinated by regional and international cooperations on accreditation. 
More information can be found at http://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/seminar.htm.  

SCL takes part in Asia Pacific Metrology Programme’s (APMP) peer review process to evaluate the calibration and measurement capabilities (CMCs) of other member economies’ national metrology institutes (NMIs) and to facilitate listing of their CMCs in the technical schedules of the CIPM Global MRA.

More information can be found at http://www.itc.gov.hk/scl.
The contact point for further information is: 

Hong Kong Accreditation Service 
Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4802; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: hkas@itc.gov.hk
Standards and Calibration Laboratory 

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4830; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: scl@itc.gov.hk
	Short/Medium/Long Term (2007 ‑ 2010)

Continue to participate in peer evaluations of laboratory accreditation bodies for APLAC MRA.

To make available to other APEC member economies training courses organized by HKAS. 
Continue to take part in APMP’s review process to evaluate CMCs of other economies’ NMI and to facilitate listing of their CMCs in the technical schedules of the CIPM Global MRA. 

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	HKAS organized three proficiency testing programmes for APLAC. 


	Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) 

Hong Kong, China, represented by HKAS, is an active member of APLAC.  A staff member of HKAS Executive is a member of the Board of Management of APLAC.  HKAS also organizes proficiency testing programmes on behalf of APLAC.  
More information can be found at http://www.aplac.org/.

Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) 

Hong Kong, China, represented by HKAS, is a member of PAC.
More information can be found at http://www.apec-pac.org/.
The contact point for further information is:
Hong Kong Accreditation Service
Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4802; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: hkas@itc.gov.hk
Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF) 

Hong Kong, China, represented by the Customs and Excise Department (Hong Kong Customs), is a member of APLMF.
The contact point for further information is:
Consumer Protection and Prosecution Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel: (852) 2231 4198; Fax: (852) 2123 9155

E-mail: pttcpdnf@hkstar.com
Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP) 

SCL is a full member of APMP and has been participating in APMP meetings and workshops, and co-operating with other economies in the region in developing metrological infrastructure.  SCL participates in all APMP inter-laboratory comparisons that fall within its measurement capability in the fields of electricity, time and frequency, acoustics, temperature, humidity, mass, volume, density force, torque, surface roughness, laser frequency, pressure, hardness and dimensional measurements.
More information can be found at http://www.itc.gov.hk/scl. 
The contact point for further information is:

Standards and Calibration Laboratory
Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4830; Fax: (852) 2824 1302
E-mail: scl@itc.gov.hk
Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) 
Hong Kong, China, represented by the Innovation and Technology Commission, is a member of PASC.
The contact point for further information is:

Product Standards Information Bureau

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4820; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: psib@itc.gov.hk
	Short/Medium/Long Term (2007 ‑ 2010)

To organize more APLAC proficiency testing programmes. 
Continue to co‑operate with other economies in the region in developing metrological infrastructure through the full APMP membership. 
Continue to participate in PASC meeting. 

Continue to participate in APLMF. 

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements, including implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance*

	Since November 2005, Hong Kong, China has made one notification under the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.  The notification issued in March 2006 was about the Voluntary Energy Efficiency Labelling Scheme for Fax Machines.
HKAS continued to hold regular meetings with accredited certification bodies, inspection bodies and laboratories.  

HKAS has set up liaison meeting with users of accredited services.  

Hong Kong Customs organized four seminars to promote the awareness of the statutory requirements on consumer-protection-related legislation among the trade. 
	Hong Kong, China has fulfilled all area-specific transparency standards on Standards and Conformance in the 2002 Leaders’ Statement.

Hong Kong, China continuously enhances the transparency of its standards and conformity assessment regimes.

Criterion documents of the accreditation schemes under HKAS are available to the public and on its website (http://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/publication.htm). 

A website (http://www.standard.gov.hk) has been established and updated regularly to disseminate Hong Kong, China’s standards and conformance information (information on standards, technical regulations, conformity assessment requirements and contact points of relevant government departments). 

Latest information about consumer protection is disseminated through the website http://www.customs.gov.hk/. 

The contact points for further information are:

Product Standards Information Bureau

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4820; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: psib@itc.gov.hk
Hong Kong Accreditation Service
Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4802; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: hkas@itc.gov.hk
Consumer Protection and Prosecution Bureau 

Customs and Excise Department

Tel: (852) 2231 4198; Fax: (852) 2123 9155

E-mail: pttcpdnf@hkstar.com
Website: http://www.customs.gov.hk.
	Short Term (2007)

Continue to hold seminars on consumer-protection-related legislation for traders. 

Continue to study and explore the possibility of issuing information circulars on other consumer goods. 

Short/Medium/Long Term (2007 ‑ 2010)

To keep up efforts in promoting transparency of standards and conformity assessment regimes.
To update the website on our standards and conformance information regularly and expand it to include other relevant information.

To proceed with the APEC Energy Ministers’ Meeting’s initiative on “Energy Standards and Labelling Cooperation”. 

	Participate in relevant international fora


	HKAS has actively participated in ILAC in developing a Global ILAC MRA mark.  The ILAC MRA mark is now available for use by ILAC full members. 

	Hong Kong, China has participated in the following international fora:

(
represented by HKAS, Hong Kong, China is a member of IAF and ILAC; 

(
represented by SCL, Hong Kong, China is an Associate of the General Conference on Weights and Measures which allows a limited participation in the activities of the Metre Convention; and 

(
represented by Hong Kong Customs, Hong Kong, China is a corresponding member of the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organization Internationale De Metrologie Legale). 

The contact points for further information are:

Hong Kong Accreditation Service 

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4802; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: hkas@itc.gov.hk

Standards and Calibration Laboratory 
Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel: (852) 2829 4830; Fax: (852) 2824 1302

E-mail: scl@itc.gov.hk
Consumer Protection and Prosecution Bureau 

Customs and Excise Department

Tel: (852) 2231 4198; Fax: (852) 2123 9155

E-mail: pttcpdnf@hkstar.com
	Short/Medium/Long Term (2007 ‑ 2010)

Continue to take part in the activities in respective international fora and consider joining other relevant international fora as appropriate.



	Other activities


	Not applicable.
	Not applicable.
	Not applicable.


	Improvements in Hong Kong, China’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Hong Kong submitted in 1996 a statement regarding the implementation and administration of the World Trade Organization Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.  In line with the Agreement, Hong Kong’s policy was to adopt international standards wherever possible.
	Aligned standards regarding labelling of irradiated foods, food ingredient, food additives and special ingredients with international standards set out in the Codex General Standard for the Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods.  (1997 & 2005 IAPs) 

The methodologies for performance testing and rating adopted in the Hong Kong Voluntary Energy Efficiency Labelling Scheme (EELS) for room coolers, household refrigeration appliances, washing machines, compact fluorescent lamps, electric clothes dryers, electronic ballasts and household electric storage water heaters have been the same as that set out in the relevant International Organization for Standardization (ISO) or International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) standards.  The testing methodologies of the EELS for photocopiers, multifunction devices, laser printers, television sets, LCD monitors, personal computers and dehumidifiers generally follow the widely accepted US Energy Star Program.  The EELS for electric rice cookers and domestic gas instantaneous water heaters have adopted widely accepted national test standards, as no suitable ISO/IEC test standards are available.  The EELS for petrol passenger cars has adopted the internationally recognized standard European Communities Council Directive for determination of fuel consumption.  (1997 ‑ 2000, 2002, 2003 & 2006 IAPs) 

Accepted domestic electrical appliances (including refrigerators, TV sets and air-conditioners) complying with relevant IEC standards as meeting the statutory safety requirements.  (1998 IAP) 

Five government bureaux/departments (Transport Department; Office of the Telecommunications Authority; Highways Department; Environment, Transport and Works Bureau; and Electrical and Mechanical Services Department) accepted the WTO code of good practice for the preparation, adoption and application of standards in 1998. Reviewed the General Specification for Civil Engineering Works and issued a corrigendum allowing the use of “identical” and “equivalent” ISO un-plasticized PVC (uPVC) pipes and fittings.  In addition, Hong Kong, China aligned all uPVC pipes and fittings used in building works with the ISO standards.  This has been implemented in the public building works contracts via new particular specifications as from May 2002.  (2002 IAP) 

The ISO standards in uPVC pipes have been incorporated into the new General Specification (GS) for Building 2003 Edition, which has come into effect and has been posted on to the Architectural Services Department Homepage.  (2002 & 2004 IAPs) 
The conversion of accredited certification from ISO 9001/2 to ISO 9001:2000 was completed in December 2003.  (2004 IAP) 

The labelling requirements of allergenic substances and additives, as well as the control of additives to condensed or evaporated milk were aligned with international standards set out in the Codex General Standard for the Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods in July 2004.  (2004 IAP)
The use of additives in cream was relaxed in accordance with the recommendation by Codex in February 2005.  (2005 IAP) 
A Medical Device Administrative Control System, which is in line with the recommendation of Global Harmonisation Task Force (GHTF), has been implemented since November 2004 with voluntary listing of Class II (medium-low risk), Class III (medium-high risk) and Class IV (high-risk) medical devices  (2005 & 2006 IAPs) 

All non-medical laboratories accredited under HOKLAS have complied with ISO/IEC 17025: 1999.  (2004 IAP)

Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) implemented ISO/IEC 17011: 2004 for its operation in December 2005.  (2006 IAP) 
The conversion of accredited environmental management system certification from ISO 14001: 1996 to ISO 14001: 2004 will be completed by May 2006.  (2006 IAP) 
HKAS started to accredit non-medical laboratories to ISO/IEC 17025: 2005 since November 2005.  (2006 IAP) 

Hong Kong, China will join the new voluntary alignment works on IEC standards for electrical equipment.  (2006 IAP) 

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Hong Kong has been a correspondent member of International Organization for Standardization (ISO) since 1968.
	Attended the annual ISO General Assembly and meetings of some technical committees to offer opinions on standard development.

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	There were no plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements on conformity assessment prior to 1996.
	Participated in or notified the intention to participate in:
(
the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety in 1997; 

(
the APEC Telecom MRA in 1999; 

(
the Umbrella Arrangement of APEC Food MRA in 2000; 

(
the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls in 2000; and 

(
Part I of the APEC Electrical MRA in 2000. 

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	There was no bilateral mutual recognition arrangements on conformity assessment prior to 1996.
	Recognized seven testing laboratories, three designated by Chinese Taipei, two by the US, one by Singapore and one by Canada, as conformity assessment bodies (CAB) for conformity assessment of telecommunications equipment since 2000.  Two laboratories of Hong Kong, China have been recognized by Canada and Singapore respectively in 2003.  (2001, 2003,  2005 & 2006 IAPs)
Exchange of letter with the USA on TEL MRA.  (2005 IAP) 

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	The Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (HOKLAS) has established MRAs with its counterparts in the US, the UK, Australia, New Zealand, the Netherlands and Singapore.  It has also entered into an MRA with the European Co-operation for Accreditation of Laboratories. 
	Signed the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) MRA for laboratory accreditation in 1997.  HOKLAS extended the accreditation service to cover medical testing laboratories in February 2004.  The operation of the new service was evaluated by APLAC and found to be in conformance with the APLAC MRA requirements and hence covered under APLAC MRA.  (1997 & 2004 IAPs) 

Joined the General Conference on Weights and Measures (CGPM) of the Metre Convention as an Associate and participated in the “MRA for National Measurement Standards and for Calibration and Measurement Certificates Issued by National Metrology Institutes” in 2000.  (2000 IAP)
Signed a multilateral MRA with members of the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) in 2000.  (2001 IAP). 

HKAS submitted an application for joining the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) multilateral recognition arrangement (MLA) in September 2001 and signed the MLA in November 2003.  (2002 & 2004 IAPs) 

HKAS submitted an application for joining the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) MLA in March 2004 and signed the IAF MLA in October 2004.  (2004 & 2004 IAPs)

HKAS was admitted to the APLAC MRA for inspection body accreditation in November 2003.  (2004 IAP) 

	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	Standards and Calibration Laboratory (SCL) had an ongoing programme of inter-laboratory comparisons of measurement standards with other economies. 
	Signed a Memorandum of Understanding to pledge commitment to regional co-operation in metrology activities under the Asia Pacific Metrology Programme.  (1997 IAP) 

Enhanced the capacity of the Radio Laboratory of the Office of the Telecommunications Authority to enable it to test and type-approve more complex and higher-frequency radio equipment.  (1998 IAP) 

Expanded HOKLAS to form HKAS in November 1998 with a view to extending the scope of accreditation.  HKAS continued to provide accreditation for laboratories under HOKLAS.  In addition, the Hong Kong Certification Body Accreditation Scheme (HKCAS) and Hong Kong Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme (HKIAS) were established in 1998 and 1999 respectively to provide accreditation services to system certification bodies and inspection bodies.  (1999 IAP) 
HKCAS extended the accreditation service to include certification to ISO 9001:2000.  (2001 IAP) 

The calibration and measurement capabilities of SCL in the fields of length, electricity, mass & related, thermometry, time and frequency measurements have been approved and listed in Appendix C of the “MRA for National Measurement Standards and for Calibration and Measurement Certificates issued by National Metrology Institutes” (CIPM Global MRA).  (2001, 2002, 2004 & 2005 IAPs) 

HKCAS extended the accreditation service to include product certification for consumer and construction products to ISO/IEC Guide 65 and environmental management system certification to ISO14000.  (2003 & 2005 IAPs) 

HOKLAS extended the accreditation service to cover medical testing laboratories in February 2004.  The standard for accreditation is ISO 15189: 2003.  (2004 IAP)
Hong Kong, China participated in the APEC APLMF Training on Developing Legislation for the Implementation of OIML Recommendation R87 and training course in legal metrology “Train the Trainer Course on the Verification of Non-Automatic Weighing Instruments”; Capacity Building Training in the Safety Assessment of Genetically Modified Foods and training program on ISO 14000 series product oriented standards: EL, LCA and DfE.  (2004 - 2006 IAPs)

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Hong Kong provided assistance for the improvement of technical infrastructure of other economies where appropriate.
	Sponsored a “trial” APLAC assessor training course held in April 2000 in Hong Kong.  (2000 IAP) 
Hosted an APLAC Workshop on Measurement Uncertainty in Testing in June 2001; an APLAC Peer Evaluator Training Course in 2002; and a workshop on accreditation of reference material producers in March 2005.  (2001, 2002 &2005 IAPs) 
Participated in 19 peer evaluations of laboratory and inspection body accreditation bodies for their participation in APLAC MRA.  

Participated in two peer evaluations of accreditation bodies for certification bodies for PAC MLA.  (2005 IAP) 

SCL took part in Asia-Pacific Metrology Programme’s (APMP) peer review process to evaluate the calibration and measurement capabilities (CMCs) of other economies’ national metrology institutes (NMIs), to facilitate listing of their CMCs in the technical schedules of the CIPM Global MRA. 77 evaluations have been undertaken since 1996.  (2003 – 2006 IAPs) 

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	Hong Kong has participated in the Asia-Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP), the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC), the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC); and signed the APLAC Memorandum of Understanding.
	Since 1996, HKAS has organized 13 proficiency testing programmes for APLAC.  (2003 – 2005 IAPs) 

Started participating in APLMF in 1998. 

The following Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) were signed:
(
APMP MOU in 1997; 
(
PAC MOU in 1998; and 
(
APLMF MOU in 1999. 
Hosted the APLAC MRA Council meeting and the APLAC Board of Management meeting in 2002.  Organized a PAC training course in 2003.  (2002 & 2003 IAPs) 

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements, including implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance*

	The website on information on standards and conformance had not been established.
Hong Kong, China has fulfilled all the area-specific transparency standards on Standards and Conformance. *

Criterion documents of the accreditation schemes under HKAS are available to the public and on its website (http://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/publication.htm). *
A website (http://www.standard.gov.hk) has been established and updated regularly to disseminate Hong Kong, China’s standards and conformance information (information on standards, technical regulations, conformity assessment requirements and contact points of relevant government departments). *


	Designated a central contact point and a number of regulatory contact points to respond to enquiries.  (1997 IAP)

Established a website (http://www.standard.gov.hk) in 1998 to disseminate information on standards and conformance.  (1998 IAP)

Submitted 45 notifications under the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade since 1997. 

Hong Kong, China completed its page in the APEC Directory of Food Trade Contacts Website in 2002. 

HKAS has set up liaison meetings with accredited certification bodies, stakeholders for laboratories and inspection bodies and users of accredited services.  (2003 & 2006 IAPs) 

Since 2000, the Customs and Excise Department (Hong Kong Customs) has organized 28 seminars to promote the public awareness of the compliance requirements under consumer-protection-related legislation.  (2003 &2004 IAPs) 

Since 1998, Hong Kong Customs issued three circulars to provide guidelines to traders dealing in mattresses and upholstered furniture, pillow and facial cream to comply with the general safety requirement under the Consumer Goods Safety Ordinance.  (2003 IAP) 

	Participate in relevant international fora


	Hong Kong has participated in the International Organization for Legal Metrology (OIML) since 1982, the International Laboratory Accreditation Co-operation (ILAC) and the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) since 1996. 
	Hong Kong, China became an Associate of the General Conference on Weights and Measures (CGPM) of the Metre Convention in April 2000. 

	Other Activities


	Not Applicable.
	Not Applicable.


Appendix – APEC Leaders Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance

Introduction

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these standards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2005.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed that “APEC sub-fora that have not developed specific transparency provisions should do so,” and further instructed that such new transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) developed the following set of transparency standards for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos and the obligations of the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance

1.  In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:  (a) promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to standards and conformance; and, (b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.

2.  As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.

3.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted.  Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.

4.  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.

5.  Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.

6.  Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.

7.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.

8.  Each Economy will continue to provide updated information for the SCSC Contact List which is maintained on the APEC Secretariat’s website and includes a range of contacts for each economy relevant to standards and conformance activities.

9.  Each Economy will, as appropriate, promote the observance of these transparency standards by the regional and local governments, and non-governmental standardizing bodies within its territory.
�	“Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements.


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements.  Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)





�	Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC).


* 	Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the Appendix at the end of this document.


* 	Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the Appendix at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.





PAGE  

