ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (c) : Construction and Related Engineering Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	The National Plumbers Regulators Forum (NPRF) has developed a Plumbing Code of Australia.  
	Principal Regulatory Instruments

State/Territory legislation and Building Code of Australia

Australia does not have a national building regulatory system.  There are eight different systems operated by the eight States and Territories which have the responsibility for building control.  

The Australian Building Codes Board (ABCB) was created under a Inter-Government Agreement to bring about uniformity between the eight systems.  The ABCB is responsible for developing and maintaining a uniform, national approach to building codes and building standards based on minimum regulation.

The ABCB administers the Building Code of Australia, a nationally-consistent, performance-based building code that defines performance standards required of products and materials rather than the manufacture standard.  The Code, which is referenced in all State and Territory building regulations, is updated annually to keep pace with changes in social and technical requirements.  The ABCB website is www.abcb.gov.au.  

Some jurisdictions have privatised the building approval process. 

For details of State or Territory agencies and relevant legislation and regulations, see Attachment A.

Other Relevant Regulation

Some projects are also subject to approvals from planning, land management, environmental protection and pollution-control authorities, as well as agencies responsible for heritage and nature conservation.  Local councils also set and control land-use zones within their jurisdictional areas.
	The Australian Building Codes Board is developing a national approach to providing access for the disabled under the Building Code of Australia.

An implementation process for the new Plumbing Code of Australia is under development.

The Productivity Commission completed its report, Reform of Building Regulation, in November 2004.  The Australian Government has largely accepted the findings and recommendations which has called for a stronger commitment to building regulation reform.
A new Intergovernmental Agreement is being finalised between the Australian and State and Territory governments in relation the operations and governance of the Australian Building Codes Board as a result of the Productivity Commission report into building regulation reform.

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	Builders Licensing Australia (BLA) has developed a website (www.bla.net.au) containing the requirements for builders’ licensing throughout Australia.
	All new entrants require a license to operate.  Each State and Territory Government has individual requirements for licensing builders.  

For details of State or Territory agencies and relevant legislation and regulations, see Attachment A.

	BLA will continue to meet on a biannual basis to further commonalilities between the different licensing systems across Australia.



	Foreign Entry


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.


	There are no additional regulatory requirements for foreign companies, besides those listed in the generic section.

In the WTO context, Australia made comprehensive commitments on market access and national treatment in both construction and engineering.  The only sectors excluded from the commitments on construction were:

· CPC511 – pre-erection work at construction sites;

· CPC515 – special trade contribution work; and

· CPC518 – renting services related to equipment for construction or demolition of building or civil engineering works, with operator.

	No further improvements planned.



	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN
	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.


	There is no regulatory discrimination between Australian and non-Australian suppliers.  Australia applies MFN treatment in the area of general building services.


	No further improvements planned.




Attachment A

Links to State and Territory Agencies and Legislation/Regulations 

Relating to Construction and Related Engineering Services

New South Wales:  NSW Office of Fair Trading’s Home Building Services: (http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/)

Local Government Act 1993, BCA96, Local Government (Approvals) Regulations 1993, Local Government (Order) Regulations 1993 and Environmental Planning and Assessment (Amendment) Act 1997: (http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/lga1993182/).

Queensland:  Queensland Building Services Authority: (http://www.bsa.qld.gov.au/)

Building Act 1975, Building Standards Laws, BCA96: (http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_act/ba197591/).

South Australia:  Office of Consumer and Business Affairs: (http://www.ocba.sa.gov.au/)

Development Act 1993, Building Regulations, BCA96: (http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_act/da1993141/).

Tasmania:  Department of Local Government: (http://www.wst.tas.gov.au/divisions/lgo/)

Local Government (Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993, Building Regulations 1994, BCA96: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/lgampa1993549/).

Victoria:  Building Control Commission: (http://www.buildingcommission.com.au/)
Building Act 1993, Building Regulations 1994, BCA96: (http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ba199391/).

Western Australia:  Department of Local Government: (http://www.dlgrd.wa.gov.au/) 

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1960: (http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_act/lgpa1960463/).

Australian Capital Territory:  ACT Planning and Land Authority: (http://www.actpla.act.gov.au//)

Building Act 1972, BCA96: (http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/act/consol_act/ba197291/).

Northern Territory:  Department for Infrastructure, Planning and Environment: (http://www.lpe.nt.gov.au/)

Building Act 1993, Building Regulations 1993/96: (http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nt/consol_act/). 
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