ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT
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The Australian Government and State and Territory governments continue to implement their commitments under the National Water Initiative (NWI) which will: 

· provide for greater water trading within and between States;

· provide for better planning for water resources; and

· provide a more secure business environment which will encourage investment.

Governments’ progress in implementing water reform in 2005 has been assessed by the National Water Commission and is awaiting Australian Government endorsement before public release by mid-year 

The first water recovery project under the Living Murray Initiative - the plan to return water to the Murray River’s environmental ‘assets’ – was announced on 18 January 2006 and will return 145 gigalitres a year to the environment.


	There is no industry-specific regulator in the environmental services sector in Australia.  The activities of the environmental services sector are regulated by several cross-sectoral regulatory bodies of the Australian Government and State and Territory governments.

The Australian Government, through its Department of the Environment and Heritage, administers the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act.  This legislation applies to all organisations (foreign and Australian) proposing to undertake activities, including environmental services that may have an impact on a matter of national environmental significance.  If an organisation believes its activity may impact on a matter of national environmental significance, it must refer its project proposal to the Minister for Environment and Heritage, through his Department.  The website for the Department of Environment and Heritage, http://www.environ
ment.gov.au/, provides further information on the Act and how to make a referral.  

Each Australian State and Territory has an environmental protection agency that advises on the application of general environmental protection legislation to company activities.  Environment protection agencies examine major projects on a case-by-case basis, and advise if licenses (e.g., for waste treatment) are required.  It should be noted, however, that most projects do not require such licenses.

At the local government level, town and shire councils make decisions about urban planning, such as the location of waste treatment facilities.

At a policy level, the National Water Commission has been established by the Australian Government to assess the progress of water reform under the NWI, and to help governments to implement water reform.  The National Water Commission is an independent statutory body which reports to the Prime Minister and to the Council of Australian Governments.  


	Following the 2005 assessment of water reform progress, there will be biennial assessments of progress in implementing the NWI commencing during 2006-07.  These will be undertaken by the National Water Commission.  


	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP. 


	Specific licensing requirements are regulated by the governments of the Australian States and Territories.  For further details, contact the relevant State or Territory environmental protection agency.  

Websites are:

· New South Wales: http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/index.htm
· Queensland: http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/
· South Australia: http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/epa/
· Tasmania: http://www.dpiwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/ThemeNodes/
DREN-4VH8CZ?open
· Victoria: http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/
· Western Australia: http://www.environ.wa.gov.au/
· Australian Capital Territory: http://www.environment.act.gov.au/
· Northern Territory: http://www.lpe.nt.gov.au/default.htm

	No further improvements planned.



	Foreign Entry


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.


	In the WTO context, Australia made comprehensive market access commitments in the GATS under modes two and three for sewage services, refuse disposal services and sanitation and similar services.  In the same sub-sectors, mode one remains unbound due to lack of technical feasibility.

Overseas-trained engineers who come to Australia to work in environmental services will find few statutory requirements for licensing or registration.  Those which do exist apply only to consulting engineers in the State of Queensland and to some positions in the fields of mining, local government and construction.  For more details see Chapter 3 (a:4), Business Services – Engineering.)


	No further improvements planned.



	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP (see Current Entry Requirements).


	In the WTO context, Australia made comprehensive national treatment commitments in the GATS under modes two and three for sewage services, refuse disposal services and sanitation and similar services.  In the same sub-sectors, mode one remains unbound due to lack of technical feasibility.

Australia applies the MFN principle in the environmental services sector.


	No further improvements planned (see Current Entry Requirements).
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