ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	 Chapter 3 (b: 4) : Communication Services:  Audio-visual

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	
	Coverage by the United States:  Motion picture & video tape production and distribution services;  Motion picture projection services;  Radio and television services;  Sound recording;  Other audiovisual services.

 

Filming outside of a studio usually requires permission from a local, state, or federal agency, often a film commission.  A list of state and local film commissions in the United States is available at   http://www.redbirdstudio.com/AWOL/filmcomms.html
 

Film production companies and commercial producers (except for still photographers not using props) are required to seek a permit from the Federal land agency where they wish to film (National Park Service, Forest Service, or Bureau of Land Management [BLM].)  Fees are required for filming on Forest Service and BLM lands.   The Forest Service has a web site covering commercial filming on Forest Service lands at http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/mthood/Filming/when_do_I_need_a_Film3_Permit.htm     BLM has a web site that explains their process -- which is similar to the processes on other federal lands -- at http://www.blm.gov/nhp/what/commercial/filming/index.html.

 

Film permits are also generally required to film on state lands. 

 

Film distribution requires no sector-specific licenses, though common business formalities relating to corporation and payment of taxes may be required.

 

Film projection services and sound recording also require no sector-specific licenses.

 


	

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No changes since the last IAP.

 
	Service providers are not subject to sector-specific licensing requirements, or educational, training, or experience qualifications, except in radio and television broadcasting.  In radio and television broadcasting, limitations on foreign ownership apply and licensing by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is required.

 

For more information see the FCC's web site at http://www.fcc.gov/

	None

	Foreign Entry


	No changes since the last IAP.

 
	Temporary entry and stay is subject to visa requirements and DHS regulations.  Generally, foreign workers/business persons may not enter the United States to work for themselves but, if qualified, they may be admitted temporarily to work for a U.S. employer under a number of non-immigrant admission categories, or for a foreign employer under the B-1 category.

For more information on immigration laws and regulations, see the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services web site at: http://www.uscis.gov

	None

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No changes since the last IAP.

 
	No discriminatory requirements, rules, or guidelines apply to the foreign companies seeking to supply these services in the United States.
	None


