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	Chapter
	Summary of IAP entry:

	1.  Tariffs
	· The United States strongly supports the work program of the WTO as agreed to at the Doha Ministerial, including that for agricultural market-access negotiations.  
· Agricultural products subject to tariff quotas include: beef, dairy products, peanuts and peanut butter, chocolate crumb, olives, mandarin oranges, sugar, sweetened cocoa powder, tobacco, raw cotton, certain anchovies, and certain tuna. 
· More than 20% of all tariff lines on agriculture are duty free; 68.9% of all tariff lines for fish and fish products are duty free.  
· The tariffs on more than half of all tariff lines for both agricultural products as well as fish and fish products are <= 5%3
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	2.  Non-tariff measures
	· The United States does not apply any tariff quotas, surcharges, safeguards, antidumping or countervailing actions, concessionary export financing, export taxes, government-mandated counter trade, or trade-related subsidies or tax exemptions on agricultural or food products that are contrary to its obligations.

· With few exceptions, the United States only maintains NTMs on agricultural or food products required to protect health, safety, security or the environment, or to discharge U.S. obligations under international agreements. 

· The United States maintains quantitative import restrictions on shrimp and shrimp products, which may have been harvested with commercial fishing technology that may adversely affect sea turtles. 

· The United States maintains discretionary import licensing measures on the importation of certain agricultural products.  Import permits are required for most plants and some plant products to protect against the introduction of pests and diseases.  Import permits are required for the importation for certain animals, animal products, organisms, and vectors as well as veterinary biological products to protect U.S. livestock and poultry against the introduction of diseases that do not exist in the United States.  Import permits also are required for distilled spirits for beverages primarily to protect the consumer by oversight of labeling, advertising, and other practices.  Importers of tobacco products must apply for, and receive, permits before engaging in business to ensure proper collection of revenue on tobacco products. 

· The United States maintains discretionary export licensing measures consistent with U.S. obligations under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora.  Species listed under CITES are regulated through permits in order to monitor and regulate cross-border wildlife trade.  The level of regulation correlates with the degree of threat trade poses to the species’ survival. 

· The United States is meeting its export subsidy commitments in accordance with the WTO Agreement on Agriculture and other Uruguay Round commitments and strongly supports negotiations to reduce or eliminate agricultural export subsidies and other trade-distorting measures in the WTO negotiations on agriculture. 

· The United States is implementing under the Bioterrorism Act of 2002 new measures on all food consignments intended for importation into the United States.
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	3. Services
	· The United States enjoys one of the world’s most open services trade and investment regimes, achieving free and open trade and investment in services in most areas.      

· In distribution services, there are a variety of regulations pertaining to health, safety, morals, and the environment that may apply to retailers, wholesalers, and distributors.  Some requirements are based on the nature of the products sold and distributed, e.g., alcoholic beverages and tobacco products.  Licensing may be required, depending on the product.  However, requirements are consistent with U.S. international obligations. 
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	4.  Investment
	· It is the policy of the United States Government to rely on the market, rather than regulation, to guide investment decisions to the greatest extent possible.  
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	5.  Standards and Conformance
	· The United States has a transparent and open standards and regulatory system.  Information on standards and technical regulations for agricultural and food products is publicly available, and participation in standards development bodies is open to both U.S. and non-residents.  Proposed standards and technical regulations are published in advance and an opportunity for comment from interested parties is provided.  Comments received are taken into consideration when developing the final standard and technical regulation.  The United States has established inquiry points, as required under the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.  

· The U.S. policy is to adopt international standards whenever possible and appropriate.  U.S. agencies are committed to participating in the development and use of voluntary and international standards, consistent with the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.  

· The United States is a member and active participant in APEC standards-related activities and in all key international and regional agricultural and food-significant standards-related organizations, including the International Organization for Standardization, FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission, the International Office of Epizootics, the International Plant Protection Convention, the International Organization of Legal Metrology, and the International Bureau of Weights and Measures.  

· The United States does not currently participate in the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on the Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products (APEC Food MRA) or the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls. 

· The United States has multiple programs to assist economies in the region with the development of sound regulations, standards and conformity assessment infrastructure, in fulfillment of the objectives of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements. 
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	6.  Customs Procedures
	· Customs procedures are relevant to all goods imported into the United States, including agricultural and food products.  Customs and Border Protection (CBP) regulations are published in the Code of Federal Regulations and are publicly available, including on the CBP website.  Changes and additions are posted on a regular basis. 
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	7.  Intellectual Property Rights
	· The United States is a member of the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) (1978 Act) (1991 Act).

· There are several U.S. departments and agencies involved in the implementation of the WTO TRIPs Agreement.  

· The U.S. Plant Variety Protection Act (PVPA), administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, was enacted to provide patent-like protection for new non-hybrid seed varieties.  The PVPA Amendments made the law consistent with the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants.  

· PVPA provides legal intellectual property rights protection for sexually (by seed) reproduced varieties (including tubers and F1 hybrids but excluding bacteria and fungi). In the United States, intellectual property protection for plants is provided through plant patents, plant variety protection and utility patents.  Plant patents and plant utility patents are administered by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 
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	8.  Competition Policy
	

	9.  Government Procurement
	No specific on ag referenced.  However, USDA does procure services/bags/etc relevant to food aid. In this case…

· The U.S. procurement system is transparent and predictable.
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	10.  Deregulation/ Regulatory Review


	

	11.  Implementation of WTO Obligations / Rules of Origin
	· The United States is fully implementing its commitments from the Uruguay Round with respect to tariffs and agriculture.

· The United States is fully implementing its commitments from the Uruguay Round, including the agreements on safeguards, subsidies, TBT, and SPS.

· U.S. customs procedures are in accord with the disciplines in the UR Agreement on Rules of Origin.  
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	12.  Dispute Mediation
	· U.S. trade policy seeks to support and advance the rule of law, including by ensuring the enforcement of trade agreements.  The United States actively uses WTO procedures to address disputes with other WTO Members, including disputes with respect to agriculture.    



	13.  Mobility of Business People


	· The United States has an open policy for business travelers.


	14.  Information Gathering and Analysis
	There currently is no collective action plan in this area.




Additional Remarks:
	AFS Recommendations (agreed by Leaders in 1999): Provide progress reports on other items not covered in the afore sections

	(ii) undertake co-operative measures with non-government, non profit organisations to improve the availability of rural education.
	 


