ANNEX: ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:3): Business Services: Architectural

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	The Architects Act 1963 was replaced by the Registered Architects Act 2005.  The New Zealand Registered Architects Board was established on 1 July 2005, rules under the Act were promulgated on 23 June 2006, the Architects Act 1963 was repealed and the remaining provisions of the 2005 Act came into force on 1 July 2006.

 

The key features of the Act include:
· title protection for the term “architect”;
· the introduction of ongoing competency testing for architects; and
· Modernized governance, administration and disciplinary processes and procedures to bring the legislation in line with current practice in the regulation of occupations.


	All sectors are subject to the measures outlined in the “General Approach to Trade in Services” section.  

 

The following Acts and associated regulations apply to all services sectors and establish parameters for general business practice in New Zealand.

Companies Act 1993

Employment Relations Act 2000

Parental Leave and Employment Protection Act 1987

Minimum Wage Act 1983

Wage Protection Act 1983

Holidays Act 2003

Equal Pay Act 1972

Human Rights Act 1993

Health and Safety in Employment Act 1992

Commerce Act 1986

Consumer Guarantees Act 1993

Fair Trading Act 1986

Resource Management Act 1991 and amendments

Local Government Act 2002

The Registered Architects Act 2005 established procedures for the registration of architects.

There is no specific regulation of landscape architecture in New Zealand.

The New Zealand Institute of Architects is a professional association of architects and associated architectural colleagues.  Its website provides information on the practice of architecture in New Zealand (www.nzia.co.nz).
	The Building Act 2004 proposed requiring from November 2009 that for all significant building projects (construction of new buildings for public occupation as workplaces or residences; projects to change the use of a building; major alterations or extensions to existing occupied buildings) a licensed building practitioner (LBP) with the appropriate design license must certify that the design meets building code requirements.  The term “significant work” will be defined in regulations.


	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	Reform of the law regulating architects is an integral element of   wider reforms to building regulation in the Building Act 2004.

 

The Building Act 2004 provides for the licensing of non-architect building design professionals for the first time.  

 

The Building Act 2004 requires regulations to be promulgated so that all significant building and design work that requires a building consent (restricted work) must be undertaken or supervised by a licensed building practitioner.  
The AERB list of recognized certificates is currently under review by the New Zealand Registered Architects Board.

	Registration is not a pre-requisite for the provision of architecture services in New Zealand.  The use of the title "architect" is however restricted by the Registered Architects Act 2005 to architects accepted on to the register maintained by the New Zealand Registered Architects Board (NZRAB).  Candidates for registration must apply to the Board, and satisfy it that they meet the applicable minimum standards for registration. There is no residence or nationality requirement attached to registration as an architect in New Zealand.

 

Further details on the requirements for registration may be obtained from the NZRAB (www.nzrab.org.nz) 
Under the Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition Agreement, architects registered by an Australian State or Territory Registration Board recognized by the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA) may upon application to the NZRAB be registered in New Zealand.  The AERB recognized degrees from 49 countries as equivalent to New Zealand qualifications, and NZRAB has maintained this recognition.  It will also continue to assess the equivalence with New Zealand standards of those applicants whose qualifications have not been specifically recognized as equivalent by the Board.


	

	Foreign Entry


	
	Screening of foreign investment in New Zealand is restricted to a few critical areas that are defined as sensitive within the Overseas Investment Act 2005.  Investments in sensitive New Zealand assets are subject to the provisions of both the Overseas Investment Act 2005 and the Overseas Investment Regulations 2005.
There are no additional regulatory requirements for foreign entry into this industry or sector.


	

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	 


	 With the exception of measures indicated in the horizontal section of New Zealand's GATS schedule (which may be more favorable in practice), there are no provisions which discriminate between domestic and foreign suppliers.

 

There are no provisions which discriminate among foreign suppliers.


	 




