ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


Chapter 3 (e): Education Services

Section
Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
Current Entry Requirements
Further Improvements Planned

Operational Requirements


No changes took place.

Kindergarten, Primary and Secondary Schools

There are no specific primary domestic regulatory requirements that apply to both domestic and foreign service providers regarding operational standards and capital adequacy requirements.  As to the Code of Practice and statutory requirements, both domestic and foreign service providers are required to comply with the Education Ordinance and the Education Regulations, Cap.279 and 279A of the Laws of Hong Kong (available at http://www.legislation.gov.hk‌/blis_export.nsf/CurAllEngDocAgent?OpenAgent&Chapter=279).  Particular reference should be made to Section 22(1)(e) of the Education Ordinance, under which the Permanent Secretary for Education and Manpower may cancel the registration or provisional registration of a school if it appears to the Permanent Secretary that the school is not being managed satisfactorily, or that the education of the pupils is not being promoted in a proper manner.

More information can be found at http://www.emb.gov.hk‌/index.aspx?nodeID=113&langno=1.

The contact point for further information is:

School Registration and Compliance Section

Quality Assurance Division

Education and Manpower Bureau

Tel: (852) 2892 6328; Fax: (852) 2573 3459

Higher Education

The Post Secondary Colleges Ordinance (available at http://www.legislation.gov.hk/blis_export.nsf/CurAllEngDocAgent?OpenAgent&Chapter=320) provides for the criteria for registration and control of post-secondary colleges and their exemption from the provisions of the Education Ordinance.

Tertiary institutions are statutory autonomous bodies regulated by their own governing Ordinances, which set out the establishment of these tertiary institutions, the powers and duties of governing bodies (including the employment of academic/teaching staff) and the award of degrees and academic awards.
More information can be found at http://www.emb.gov.hk.
The contact point for further information is:

Higher Education Division

Education and Manpower Bureau

Tel: (852) 3540 7466; Fax: (852) 2804 6499
No further actions planned.

Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


No changes took place.


Kindergartens, Primary and Secondary Schools:
School Registration Requirements
Any person who operates a school in Hong Kong is required to register the school in accordance with Section 10 of the Education Ordinance (available at http://www.legislation.gov.hk‌/blis_export.nsf/CurAllEngDocAgent?OpenAgent&Chapter=279).  Registration requirements of a school include the following:

(
obtain safety certificates and notice issued by the Fire Services Department and the Buildings/Housing Department for non-purpose built school premises;

(
no objection from the Planning Department and the Lands Department regarding the suitability of the proposed premises for school use;

(
approval from the Education and Manpower Bureau on the proposed school name, school premises, school fees, managers of the school and courses to be operated; and

(
compliance of health requirements to the satisfaction of the Department of Health.

More information can be found at http://www.emb.gov.hk‌/index.aspx?nodeID=113&langno=1.

The contact point for further information is:

School Registration and Compliance Section

Quality Assurance Division

Education and Manpower Bureau

Tel: (852) 2892 6328; Fax: (852) 2573 3459

Kindergartens, Primary and Secondary Schools:
Teacher Registration Requirements

Any person who teaches in a kindergarten, primary or secondary school has to be either a permitted teacher or a registered teacher.
A permitted teacher of a kindergarten should possess at least five passes in the Hong Kong Certificates of Education (HKCEE) (including both Chinese and English) in not more than 2 sittings in HKCEE.
A permitted teacher of a primary or secondary school offering full curriculum or post-secondary college registered under the Education Ordinance has to possess a higher diploma or an associate degree or equivalent.  For a permitted teacher teaching in a school offering non-formal curriculum, the person has to have five passes (including either English Language (Syllabus B) or Chinese Language) in not more than 2 sittings in HKCEE or its equivalent.

A registered teacher should possess at least one of the following prescribed qualifications:

(a)
an approved degree plus approved teacher’s diploma or certificate;

(b)
approved teaching qualifications like teacher’s certificate, or certificate of status as “Qualified Teacher” or “Qualified Kindergarten Teacher”;

(c)
any other educational training and experience which in the opinion of the Permanent Secretary for Education and Manpower is equivalent to one of the above.
(Accumulation of approved teaching experience as qualifications for registered teacher is repealed.)

As from the school year 2003/04, all newly appointed kindergarten teachers are required to possess a pre-service Qualified Kindergarten Teacher qualification or its equivalent.  
More information can be found at http://www.emb.gov.hk/.

The contact point for further information is:

Teacher Registration Team

Education and Manpower Bureau

Tel: (852) 2520 0325; Fax: (852) 2520 0065

Higher Education

The Post Secondary Colleges Ordinance (available at http://www.legislation.gov.hk/blis_export.nsf/CurAllEngDocAgent?OpenAgent&Chapter=320) provides for the criteria for registration and control of post-secondary colleges and their exemption from the provisions of the Education Ordinance.

Tertiary institutions are statutory autonomous bodies regulated by their own governing Ordinances, which set out the establishment of these tertiary institutions, the powers and duties of governing bodies (including the employment of academic/teaching staff) and the award of degrees and academic awards.
More information can be found at http://www.emb.gov.hk.

The contact point for further information is:

Higher Education Division

Education and Manpower Bureau

Tel: (852) 3540 7466; Fax: (852) 2804 6499
No further actions planned.


Foreign Entry


Not Applicable.
Kindergarten, Primary and Secondary Schools

There are no additional regulatory requirements for foreign entry.

The contact point for further information is:

School Registration and Compliance Section

Quality Assurance Division,

Education and Manpower Bureau

Tel: (852) 2892 6328; Fax: (852) 2573 3459

Higher Education

Our regulatory regime allows the operation of non-local higher and professional courses in Hong Kong.  Courses leading to the award of non-local higher and professional qualifications are regulated by the Non-local Higher and Professional Education (Regulation) Ordinance Cap. 493 (available at http://www.legislation.gov.hk/blis_export.nsf/‌CurAllEngDocAgent?OpenAgent&Chapter=493) which has set out the criteria for course registration or exemption from registration.  For higher and professional education courses to be registered under the Ordinance, there should be a designated person who serves as a local contact point and that person must be an ordinarily resident in Hong Kong with a Hong Kong Identity Card to ensure that he can be easily contacted.  There is no statutory or administrative limit on the number of such courses or the number of students pursuing such courses.

However, the above registration requirement does not apply to “purely distance learning courses” which are delivered entirely via telecommunication or postal services.

The contact point for further information is:

Non-local Courses Registry

Education and Manpower Bureau

Tel: (852) 2520 0255, 2520 0559; Fax: (852) 2520 0061

Website: http://www.emb.gov.hk/ncr
No further actions required.

Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


Not Applicable.
Kindergarten, Primary and Secondary Schools

There are no additional regulatory requirements for operation which discriminate between domestic and foreign service suppliers.

The contact point for further information is:

School Registration and Compliance Section

Quality Assurance Division

Education and Manpower Bureau

Tel: (852) 2892 6328; Fax: (852) 2573 3459

Higher Education

There are no additional regulatory requirements for operation which discriminate between domestic and foreign service suppliers.

The contact point for further information is:

Non-local Courses Registry

Education and Manpower Bureau

Tel: (852) 2520 0255, 2520 0559; Fax: (852) 2520 0061

Website: http://www.emb.gov.hk/ncr
No further actions required.


