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	Chapter
	Summary of IAP entry:

	1.  Tariffs
	· Government is committed to the 2010 Bogor goals in this area. 

· Agriculture and food tariffs are low, ranging from zero to 7%. 

· Removed all remaining tariffs on imports originating in Least Developed Countries on 1 July 2001.

· In September 2003 changes to applied tariffs, which took effect from 2005, were announced.  Tariffs of 17-19% applying largely to textiles, clothing and footwear will be reduced to 10% by July 2009.  Other tariffs (which include food and agricultural products) will fall to not more than 5% by July 2008. Alternative specific tariffs were removed on 1 July 2005. 



	2.  Non-tariff measures
	· New Zealand does not maintain non-tariff measures for industry protection purposes.

· Non-tariff measures applied for sanitary and phytosanitary (quarantine and food safety) reasons, such as those covered by the Biosecurity Act 1993 and the Food Act 1981, are fully WTO-consistent. 

· New Zealand does not apply any restrictions, prohibitions, levies, restraints, subsidies, licensing or minimum import pricing mechanisms, except as provided for by the WTO.



	3. Services
	· There are no services requirements specific to the agriculture food sector
.  However, in terms of distribution services, there are, or have been, certain monopoly rights granted in respect of the provision of commission agents and wholesale trade services on agricultural raw materials, live animals, food products, beverages, tobacco and wool granted by legislation and regulations.  This area of policy remains under review.



	4.  Investment
	· New Zealand welcomes and encourages foreign investment from all countries, without discrimination.  One hundred percent overseas ownership is allowed in most industry sectors.

· Under the Overseas Investment Act 2005, investments require approval for an overseas person to acquire 25% or more ownership or a controlling interest in entity for more than $100m or whose assets exceed NZD $100; acquire assets used in carrying on business in New Zealand worth more than $100m; or establish a business where the cost of establishing it exceeds NZD $100.

· Specific “sensitive assets”, including some land investments, also require the approval of the appropriate Ministers.

· Land used exclusively or principally for the purpose of agricultural, horticultural, or pastoral purposes, or for the keeping of bees, poultry or livestock (farm land) must be advertised for sale or acquisition on the open market to New Zealanders before being sold to an overseas person.

· Acquisition of an interest in fishing quota by an overseas person requires Ministerial consent, as does acquisition of a 25% ownership or controlling interest in a company that owns or controls fishing quota.


	5.  Standards and Conformance
	· New Zealand’s regulatory regime aims to encourage competition, productivity and innovation, while imposing the minimum possible transaction and compliance costs on business. 

· As a member of the WTO, all New Zealand’s technical regulations, which often include voluntary standards, are required to conform with Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) Agreements.

· New Zealand has strongly supported Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex) activities to promote the establishment of international standards that are consistent with the Codex objectives of food safety and fair practice in food trade. New Zealand chaired the reactivated Codex Meat and Poultry Hygiene Committee, which is updating standards in that sector consistent with modern risk-based approaches. 

· New Zealand’s work in Codex on risk analysis and equivalence has also been mirrored by its engagement in the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), and in the international plant standards area.

· New Zealand regulation of food safety is the responsibility of the New Zealand Food Safety Authority (NZFSA), a semi-autonomous body located in the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF).  NZFSA was formed in 2002 to provide enhanced consistency in the management of food safety, whether for domestic consumption or for export.

· NZFSA has initiated major reviews of domestic and imported foods.  This long-term project, which will run over at least five years, has as its purpose to put in place a food regulatory programme across all sectors of New Zealand’s domestic food industry, and to ensure the comprehensive and targeted regulation of imported foods, ensuring the delivery of safe and suitable food in New Zealand.

· The Joint Australia/New Zealand Food Standards Code provisions on food labelling to cover the presence of genetically-modified foods and ingredients agreed in July 2000, have been in full application since 7 December 2001. 

· New Zealand’s participation in the APEC Food MRA was notified in August 1997.

· The EU/New Zealand Sanitary Agreement, which provides for equivalence in trade in animal products, came into effect in 2003.  It recognises New Zealand’s systems of regulating in this area, including acceptance of New Zealand’s official certification, helping to reduce border inspection costs.

· Biosecurity New Zealand (BNZ) operates New Zealand’s SPS notification point (sps@maf.govt.nz).

· New Zealand has established an electronic format for its Import Health Standards for plant products and for animals, and is working to extend the range of information available into export requirements for plants and animals.

· New Zealand participated fully in the FAO/WHO Asia-Pacific Regional Conference on Food Safety in Malaysia in May 2004, and in the Second Global Forum in Thailand in October 2004.  New Zealand also participated in the APEC Food Safety Co-operation Seminar in September 2005.



	6.  Customs Procedures
	· New Zealand operates a modernised working infrastructure for its customs service.  The infrastructure and supporting technologies are actively reviewed to enhance our goals for the facilitation of legitimate trade. 

· Information on customs legislation and procedures is readily available in various formats.



	7.  Intellectual Property Rights
	· New Zealand has an established legal framework for the protection of intellectual property rights which includes both dedicated and other legislation associated with the protection, enforcement and or prevention of abuse of intellectual property rights (including plant variety rights). 

· A review of the Plant Variety Rights Act 1987 (PVRA) has been conducted in tandem with the review of the Patents Act 1953. Cabinet has agreed to amend the PVRA to, inter alia, extend plant breeders’ rights in line with those accorded under Article 14 of UPOV 91; amend the Act to extend breeders’ rights in relation to essentially derived varieties; and address some concerns of Maori over the exploitation of indigenous flora.  Amendments are now in the process of being drafted and it is hoped to introduce them to Parliament before the end of this year. 

· The Geographical Indications (Wine and Spirits) Registration Bill was introduced to Parliament in June 2005.  The Bill takes into account international developments that have taken place since the Geographical Indications Act 1994 was passed.  



	8.  Competition Policy
	· The goal of New Zealand’s competition policy is to ensure that, as far as possible, true competition is able to operate in those areas where it is deemed appropriate.  Firms should not be able to take unfair advantage of dominant positions, and the effects on consumers of the actions of firms must be given weight in law.



	9.  Government Procurement
	· Not applicable to the food sector in New Zealand.

	10.  Deregulation/ Regulatory Review
	· The Government enacted legislation in September 2001 removing regulatory barriers to the export of apples and pears from New Zealand. 

· Regulatory controls remain in place for the export of kiwifruit. 

· The Government enacted legislation in September 2001 authorising the merger of New Zealand’s two largest co-operative dairy companies and the New Zealand Dairy Board, and provided for the removal of the New Zealand Dairy Board’s export monopoly status.  Following the merger, the new company (Fonterra Co-operative Group Limited) is also subject to all of the provisions of the Commerce Act 1986.  

· The Government enacted new legislation for the New Zealand Meat Board in July 2004.  The requirements relating to quota market administration remain, to which provisions for compliance audits of the quota market administration systems have been added.


	11.  Implementation of WTO Obligations / Rules of Origin

	· New Zealand has fully implemented all of its WTO obligations.



	12.  Dispute Mediation
	· New Zealand is currently third party to the following dispute settlement actions related to trade in food products: US – Continued Suspension (EC Hormones); Canada – Continued Suspension (EC Hormones); EC - Measures Affecting the Approval of Biotech Products.

· During the current reporting period New Zealand was also a third party to the following dispute settlement actions related to trade in food products for which Panel/Appellate Body reports were issued or a mutually agreed solution notified to the WTO: EC – Protection of Trademarks and Geographical Indications for Agricultural Products and Foodstuffs; EC – Export Subsidies on Sugar; Japan – Apples; and Japan – Quotas on Laver. 



	13.  Mobility of Business People
	· New Zealand facilitates the entry of short-term business people wishing to undertake negotiations or business meetings in New Zealand using visitor policies.  The Government will continually respond to New Zealand labour market demands and will identify categories of specialists to reduce barriers in order to facilitate long-term business visitors. 



	14.  Information Gathering and Analysis
	-  Government departments publish a large amount of information.  To allow the widest access to information, a large amount of data and analysis is available free of charge and can be found on the internet. 
-   A number of studies have been conducted on the benefits of trade liberalisation in general or of specific preferential trade agreements, and are publicly available at www.mfat.govt.nz/tradeagreements/ or www.nzier.co.nz/ 
-   Information on New Zealand’s policies relating to food production, food safety, and biosecurity can be found at the following websites:

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry: www.maf.govt.nz 

New Zealand Food Safety Authority: www.nzfsa.govt.nz 

Food Standards Australia New Zealand: www.foodstandards.gov.au 
Biosecurity New Zealand: www.biosecurity.govt.nz



�Check with TND Services on this sentence.  To what extent are FTA commitments on services reflected?  To what extent are New Zealand's revised GATS offer reflected?





