	Individual Action Plan Update for  Russian Federation for 2018-2019

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Russia is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	· Average MFN tariffs are going down. 
· Since 1 January, 2020 Russia started to apply Final Bound Rates to all the products envisaged by Russia’s WTO obligations. 
· Most service sectors are free and open, and foreign service providers and traders normally enjoy national treatment.

· Setting up the mechanism “Transformation of the Business Climate” – a practical tool of the federal authorities’ rapid response to business community demands for regulatory constraints elimination.

· Improvement of the legislative basis of standardization.
· The procedure of the Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) in Russian Federation is constantly being improved.
· The IPR policy has been significantly improved.

· With regard to deregulation, an Action plan (of 29 May 2019, №4714п-П36) was approved in order to implement the «regulatory guillotine» mechanism. The authorities prepared through the plan more than 30 Government decrees involving the abolition of more than 7000 laws and regulations.

	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any)
	Improvements made since 2018 IAP
	Further Improvements Planned

	Tariffs
	Since 1 January, 2020 Russia started to apply Final Bound Rates to all the products envisaged by Russia’s WTO obligations. In accordance with the Decision of the Council of the Eurasian Economic Commission (May 28, 2019 № 59) the tariff quota for fresh, chilled or frozen pork and pork trimming (HS 0203) have been eliminated since 1 January 2020. Since that, a flat bound rate of 25% has been applied.
Reduction of import customs duties in accordance with Russia’s WTO tariff commitments on aircrafts from 11,4 to 10%; from 15,7 to 15%, from 13,6 to 12,5%, effective from 1 September 2019 (HS code: 8802 11 000 2, 8802 11 000 3, 8802 11 000 9, 8802 12 000 9, 8802 20 000 1, 8802 40 001 6, 8802 40 001 8, 8802 40 003 4, 8802 40 003 6, 8802 40 003 9, 8802 004 5, 8802 40 004 5, 8802 40 004 9, 8802 40 009 5) (Decision of the Council of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 59 of 28 May 2019).

Reduction of import customs duties in accordance with Russia’s WTO tariff commitments on motor cars and other motor vehicles from 17 to 15%; effective form 1 September 2019 (Decision of the Council of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 59 of 28 May 2019);

22%, but not less than 0,4 euro per cm3 volume of engine to 20%, but not less than 0,36 euro per cm3 volume of engine;

from 17 to 15%, or 12.5%, but not less than 0,6 euro per cm3 volume of engine; whichever is the lower;

from 22%, but not less than 0,44 euro per cm3 volume of engine to 20%, but not less than 0,4 euro per cm3 volume of engine;

from 17 to 15%, or 12,5%, but not less than 0,79 euro per cm3 volume of engine; whichever is the lower;

from 22%, but not less than 0,41 euro per cm3 volume of engine to 20%, but not less than 0,36 euro per cm3 volume of engine;

from 22%, but not less than 0,5 euro per cm3 volume of engine to 20%, but not less than 0,44 euro per cm3 volume of engine;

from 17 to 12,5%;

from 22%, but not less than 0,88 euro per cm3 volume of engine to 20%, but not less than 0,8 euro per cm3 volume of engine;

from 22%, but not less than 0,36 euro per cm3 volume of engine to 20%, but not less 0,32 per cm3 volume of engine;

from 22%, but not less 0,45 euro per cm3 volume of engine to 20, but 0,4 euro per cm3 volume of engine;

from 17% to 15%, or 12.5%, but not less than 0,79 euro per cm3 volume of engine; whichever is the lower;

from 22%, but not less than 0,5 euro per cm3 volume of engine to 20%, but not less than 0,36 euro  per cm3 volume of engine;

from 22%, but not less than 0,5 euro per cm3 volume of engine to 20%, but not less than 0,44 euro  per cm3 volume of engine;

from 22%, but not less than 0,5 euro per cm3 volume of engine to 20%, but not less than 0,44 euro  per cm3 volume of engine.

Temporary reduction of import duties from 5 to 0% on high tenacity yarn of nylon or other polyamides, whether or not textured of anids, effective from 4 July 2019 till 31 July 2022, HS code: 5402 19 000 1 (Decision of the Council of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 68 as of 21 June 2019).
Temporary reduction from 5 to 0% on aniline and its salts, effective from 4 July 2019 till 30 June 2022, HS code: 2921 41 000 0 (Decision of the Council of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 67 as of 21 June 2019).
Temporary reduction from 7,5 to 0% on non-coniferous semi-bleached or bleached, effective from 14 July 2019 till 31 May 2022, HS code: 4703 29 000 1 (Decision of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 97 as of 11 June 2019).
Temporary reduction of import duties from 5 to 0% on latex for the manufacture of carpets, effective from 23 December 2018 till 31 December 2021, HS code: 4002 11 000 1 (Decision of Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 189 as of 20 November 2018).
Temporary reduction of import duties from 6,5 to 0% on plasticised for the manufacture of wallpaper, effective from 20 December 2018 till 31 December 2020 (Decision of the Council of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 97 as of 5 December 2018).

Temporary reduction of import duties from 8 to 0% on fertilized fish eggs, effective from 13 January 2019 till 28 February 2022 (Decision of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 198 as of 11 December 2018).
Temporary reduction of import duties from 5 to 0% on ground, effective from 13 January 2019 till 4 January 2021 (Decision of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 199 as of 11 December 2018). 

Temporary reduction of import duties from 5 to 0% on new pneumatic tyres, of rubber of a kind used on bicycles (HS 4011 50 000 1), hubs, other than coaster braking hubs and hub brakes, and free-wheel sprocket-wheels for the manufacture of bicycles (HS 8714 93 000 1), brakes for the manufacture of bicycles (HS 8714 94 200 1), pedals for the manufacture of bicycles (HS 8714 96 100 1), crank-gear for the manufacture of bicycles 
(HS 8714 96 00 1), derailleur gears for the manufacture of bicycles (HS 8714 99 500 1) and parts for the manufacture of bicycles 
(HS 8714 99 900 1), effective from 27 January 2019 till 31 August 2020 (Decision of the Boar of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 220 as of December 2018).

Temporary reduction of import duties from 10 to 0% on inner tubes, of rubber of a kind used on bicycles (HS 4013 20 000 1), effective from 27 January 2019 till 31 August 2020 (Decision of the Boar of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 220 as of December 2018).

Temporary reduction of import duties from 15 to 0% on roller chain of a kind used for cycles and motorcycles for the manufacture of bicycles (HS 7315 11 100 1), effective from 27 January 2019 till 31 August 2020 (Decision of the Boar of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 220 as of December 2018).

Temporary reduction from 10 to 0% on trout (Salmo trutta, Oncorhynchus mykiss, Oncorhynchus clarki, Oncorhynchus aguabonita, Oncorhynchus gilae, Oncorhynchus apache and Oncorhynchus chrysogaster) (HS 0301 91 900 0) and Pacific salmon (Oncorhynchus nerka, Oncorhynchus gorbuscha, Oncorhynchus keta, Oncorhynchus tschawytscha, Oncorhynchus kisutch, Oncorhynchus masou and Oncorhynchus rhodurus), Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) and Danube salmon (Hucho hucho) (HS 0301 99 110 0), effective from 28 February 2019 till 28 February 2022 (Decision of the Council 
of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 3 as of 18 January 2019).

Temporary reduction from 5 to 0% on yarn, multiple (folded) or cabled of polypropylene for the manufacture of carpets (HS 5402 63 000 1), effective from 23 March 2019 till 29 February 2020 (Decision of the Council of the Eurasian Economic Commission № 12 as of 22 February 2019).
	

	Website for further information:  
	Eurasian Economic Commission

www.eurasiancommission.org
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Daria Vesnina, VesninaDO@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Arina Podvyaznikova, podvyaznikova@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Luiza Vakhitova, VahitovaLI@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
	

	Non-Tariff Measures 

Non‐tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export

subsidies
	Work was carried out to create a “library” of the practice of applying non-tariff regulation measures based on data contained in the database of issued goods declarations.

This library is used as an information resource for foreign economic activity participants with regard to the application of non-tariff regulation measures  applied to certain goods.
	It is planned to integrate the “library” of the practice of applying non-tariff regulation measures based on the data contained in the database of issued declarations for goods, into the risk management system software, as well as in the mechanisms for automatic registration and automatic issue of declarations for goods.

Algorithms have been developed and are currently being implemented for reconciling the information stated in the goods declaration with the information contained in the information resources of the customs authorities. These algorithms will allow for an automated control of the information conformity, implementing a mechanism for automatic registration and automatic release of goods that does not interfere with prohibitions and restrictions, which will significantly reduce the time and financial costs of participants in foreign economic activity.

	Website for further information:  
	Federal Customs Service, www.customs.ru;
Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation, www.mcx.ru;
Ministry of Trade and Industry, www. minpromtorg.gov.ru;
Rospotrebnadzor, www.rospotrebnadzor.ru;
Rosstandart, www.gost.ru;
Eurasian Economic Commission, www.eurasiancommission.org;
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	Daria Vesnina, VesninaDO@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Arina Podvyaznikova, podvyaznikova@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Luiza Vakhitova, VahitovaLI@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
	

	Services


	Service exports development strategy for the period up to 2025 and a program of measures for its implementation were approved.

A resolution of 15 May 2019 № 595 «On the establishment of the visa obtaining features in the form of electronic document and the procedure for foreigners to enter through the Russian Federation border checkpoints located on the territory of Kaliningrad region SEZ on the basis of visa in the form of electronic document» was issued by the Russian Government under which foreigners will be able to enter Kaliningrad region with electronic visas as from July 1, 2019 (duration – 30 days)
Russia maintains a liberal regime for trade in services.  Most service sectors are free and open, and foreign service providers and traders normally enjoy national treatment.
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Daria Vesnina, VesninaDO@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Arina Podvyaznikova, podvyaznikova@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Luiza Vakhitova, VahitovaLI@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
	

	Investment


	In 2018 the Ministry of economic development together with the business community set up the mechanism “Transformation of the Business Climate” (TBC) – a practical tool of the federal authorities rapid response to business community demands for regulatory constraints elimination. TBC is aimed to eliminate existing regulatory constraints while conducting business including the elimination of excessive, outdated and discriminatory requirements contained in Federal regulatory framework. It is a comprehensive roadmap consisting of 12 sections on key components of business climate that will be updated every six months.

The RF started the control and oversight activity reform (“regulatory guillotine”) – a fairly complicated process  to get rid of all obsolete documents.

The Foreign Investment Advisory Council (FIAC) has been successfully operating in Russia since 1994 as a result of the combined efforts of the Russian Government and foreign businesses to improve the investment climate in Russia Federation. The key task of the Council is to assist Russia in forging and promoting a favorable business environment based on global expertise and the experience of international companies operating in Russia.

Improvement of tax and customs legislation and administration were identified as one of the priority areas of the FIAC for 2019. Specific results were achieved with the active participation of FIAC members. For example, movable property is excluded from the property tax base from 1 January 2019.
	Currently it is planned to extend the TBC roadmap for such fields as Ecology, Tourism, Agriculture and Protection of rights and legitimate interests.
The digitalization of the economy, improvement of tax and customs legislation, development of the banking sector and financial markets are identified as priority areas of the FIAC’s activities for 2019-2020.
The adoption of the law on the protection of investment and investment activities. The draft law involves promoting entrepreneurial activity through the provision of guarantees of stability for the investment activity environment

It is planned to carry out work on further investment climate improvement in the Russian Federation.

	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian

Federation 

www.economy.gov.ru

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Daria Vesnina, VesninaDO@ecpnomy.gov.ru

Arina Podvyaznikova, podvyaznikova@ecpnomy.gov.ru

Luiza Vakhitova, VahitovaLI@ecpnomy.gov.ru
	

	Standards and Conformance


	Improvement of the legislative basis of standardization in the Russian Federation. Updating and modification of the Federal Law №162 of 29 June 2015. Building an effective cooperation with the users of standards, increase the proportion of standards that are developed at the initiative and financed by the business community (supported by the amendments of the Russian Federartion  №139 of 17 December 2016 «On approval of the rules for subsidies from the Federal Budget to develop international, regional and national documents in the field of standardization that ensure the application and implementation of the technical regulations.
The increase in the number of Russian experts in international and regional organiztions for standardization, maintaining of ISO and IEC Technical Committies supervised by the Russian Federation.

Educational seminars in the Russian Federation by IEC Academy by ISO representatives were held. The Cooperation Agreement between the IEC Academy and the Academy for standardization metrology and certification was signed.
	The main objectives are based on activities according to the Action Plan for the implementation of the Concept of the national standardization system development and focused on
1) raising the level of harmonization of national and intergovernmental standards  with international

2) transition standards development in the digital environment (development and further modernization of the «Beresta» system and National Standards Fund.

3) integration and development of the platform that grants public services of Rosstandart on the Public Services Portal of the Russian Federation

4) further development of the international cooperation with foreign standardization bodies and organizations.
5) conducting activities of standardization as part of chairmanship in BRICS and PASC

6) promoting the status of the Russian Federation in IEC and ISO.

	Website for further information:  
	Rosstandard 

www.gost,ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Maria Pishchulina, mvp@gost.ru;
Daria Vesnina, VesninaDO@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Arina Podvyaznikova, podvyaznikova@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Luiza Vakhitova, VahitovaLI@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
	

	Customs Procedures


	The approval of the EEU Customs code and the adoption of Federal Law of 3 August 2018 №289 «On customs regulation in Russian Federation and on amendments to certain legislative acts of the Russian Federation» legislated such areas of improvement of customs regulation as: 

1) Priority of automation processes of customs operations and declaration

2) Priority of electronic workflow over paper

3) The «single window» principle when interacting with government bodies in the field of foreign economic activity

Special provisions have been enshrined in the Customs Code in terms of enforcement with prohibitions and restrictions which improve customs operations mechanisms and implement the “single window” mechanism. These provisions ensure the entrepreneurial activity improvement, economic development stimulation and an investment attractiveness increase.

The key innovation of EEU Customs Code is the norm, which provides the right of a participant in foreign economic activity not to submit documents or information to customs authorities when performing customs operations, if information about such documents or information from them can be obtained by customs authorities from their information systems as well as from information systems of state bodies within the framework of information interaction (Article 80 of the EEU Customs Code).

The transition of federal executive authorities to the use of an interdepartmental electronic interaction system has allowed companies not to submit authorization documents to customs authorities when performing customs operations

An information exchange is ensured with 20 federal executive bodies in terms of compliance with prohibitions and restrictions. This information exchange enables participants of foreign economic activity not to submit authorization documents to customs authorities that are available in the information resources of these bodies. In most cases, customs authorities receive information from these documents electronically from the relevant executive authority within one minute.

Every day, customs authorities, as part of an interdepartmental electronic interaction system, form about 30 thousand requests for more than 36 authorization documents. The information provided by the federal executive authorities is integrated into the customs authorities software. The effectiveness of electronic services of federal executive bodies during 2019 is more than 94%.

In addition, regarding export control, the official website of Federal Customs of Russian Federation contains: a “library” of dual-use goods control practices, a directory of the commodity nomenclature codes of the EEU foreign trade activities of goods contained in the lists of dual-use goods and technologies for which export control is carried out. 

The information contained in the libraries is not legally significant. It is provided for reference and allows the foreign economic activity participant at the stage prior to customs operations to decide on the need to identify the goods. The implementation of these services allows to simplify the process of declaring, reduce time costs, and reduce corruption risks arising during customs operations.
	In the future, a system of an interdepartmental electronic interaction should become the basis for the technological platform implementation of the national «single window» segment, which will contribute to the improvement of government procedures and business processes related to foreign economic activity.



	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Daria Vesnina, VesninaDO@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Arina Podvyaznikova, podvyaznikova@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Luiza Vakhitova, VahitovaLI@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	Ensuring electronic interaction of the right holders (and their representatives) with the Federal Customs of Russian Federation while maintaining the customs register of intellectual property.

The Federal Law of 3 August №289 «On customs regulation in Russian Federation and on amendments to certain legislative acts of the Russian Federation» provides for the possibility for right holders (their representatives) to receive public services related to the inclusion (prolongation, exclusion) of intellectual property in the customs register of intellectual property.

Federal Customs of Russian Federation Order of 28 January 2019 №131 « On approval of the Administrative Regulations of the Federal Customs for the provision of the public service for maintaining the customs register of intellectual property». This order regulates the interaction of right holders (their representatives) with Federal Customs of Russian Federation.
Ensuring electronic interaction of customs authorities with right holders (their representatives) when suspending the goods release with signs of violation of intellectual property rights.
Ratification and implementation of the major multilateral agreements relating to IP rights

On February 8, 2018 the Russian Federation joined the Marrakesh Treaty to facilitate access to published works for persons who are blind, visually impaired or otherwise print disabled of June 27, 2013. The Agreement entered into force for Russia on May 8, 2018

On February 28, 2018 The Geneva Act of July 2, 1999 of the Hague Agreement concerning the international registration of industrial designs of November 6, 1925 entered into force for Russia

The Federal Law of June 29, 2018 N 173-FZ «On the amendments to certain legislative acts of the Russian Federation» extends the number of objects in public-private partnership agreements and concessionary agreements

The Federal Law of December 27, 2018 N 549-FZ «On the amendments to Part IV of the Civil Code of the Russian Federation» provides for interim protection of industrial designs from the day of publication of industrial designs application which passed the formal examination till the day of publishing the information of issuance of patent

Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of April 30, 2019 N 533 adopts the Rules of federal subsidizing of SMEs to compensate for the expenses related to credits secured by IPRs. The Rules entered into force on May 15, 2019

The Federal Law of July 26, 2019 N 230-FZ makes amendments to Part IV of the Civil Code of the Russian Federation, adding geographical indications (GI) to the list of intellectual property objects. The Federal Law includes general provisions on GI, rules of its usage, as well as provisions for creation and cessation of exclusive rights to GI 
On September 9, 2019 the Russian Federation signed the Protocol on the Protection of Industrial Designs to the Eurasian Patent Convention of September 9, 1994, which provides for regional protection of industrial designs valid in every Member State which signs or accedes to the Protocol

Measures to ensure the expeditious granting of IP rights

In the reported period there have been a reduction of the average substantive examination term for inventions (not counting the time waiting for the applicant reply) (2018 – 8,05 months, 9 months 2019 – 6,00 months)

For trademarks there has also been a reduction of the average examination term (2018 – 7,5 months, 9 months 2019 – 5,99 months)

In 2019 the trend of increasing number of filed applications for trademarks continued (2018 – 76062, 9 months 2019 – 62795).

Currently, actual information about all 26 Rospatent services is presented in the Federal Register of state and municipal services and on the Unified Public Services Portal of the Russian Federation. Application for state service (inquiry, request) for 25 services can be filed electronically via the Portal

Seven public services (registration of invention, utility model, industrial design, trademark, computer program and database, appellation of origin and topography of integrated circuits) are also provided via web site of the Federal Institute of Industrial Property

Public education and awareness raising

The Russian State Academy of Intellectual Property (RSAIP) is the specialized institution of higher education in the area of IP in the Russian Federation. RSAIP provides various levels of education: bachelor’s degree programs (Jurisprudence and Management), master’s degree programs (Jurisprudence, Management and IP Administration), doctor’s degree programs, as well as programs of advanced professional training and professional retraining for various target audiences and on various IP aspects

In addition to that, the Federal Institute of Industrial Property (FIPS) provides advanced professional training and professional retraining on various IP aspects and organizes awareness raising activities in the field of IP

Rospatent pays great attention to the promotion of the role and importance of IP and its legal protection. For this purpose Rospatent annually holds conferences, seminars and round tables both in Moscow and in the regions of the Russian Federation

Cooperation with APEC on IP measures

The APEC seminar «IP Commercialization for SME’s» was held on September 10-12, 2019 in Vladivostok. The Seminar was organized by Rospatent as the satellite event of the Eastern Economic Forum (September 4-6, 2019, Vladivostok). 24 members of 10 APEC economies took part in the Seminar (China, Chile, Chinese Taipei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Vietnam, as well as a WIPO representative). Participants discussed the ways of solving the problems that SME’s face in certain economic aspects of IP field such as IP commercialization, IP marketing, reduction of innovation risks in IP management, search and training of personnel, technology transfer, patenting abroad, collaboration of SME’s and large businesses. The APEC economies shared their experience in IP commercialization
	In the future, it is planned to take place a large-scale automation of the right holders (their representatives) interaction with Federal Customs of Russian Federation when receiving public services related to the maintenance of the intellectual property customs register and with customs authorities when suspending the goods release with signs of violation of intellectual property rights.
1) conduction of information search and preliminary accession of patentability for the purpose of substantive examination of applications for inventions, utility models by specialized organizations;

2) introduction of an option to provide 3D models for the purposes of registration;

3) development of Rospatent Public Services System with involvement of subordinate organizations;

4) amendments to legislation on employee inventions, utility models and industrial designs in order to promote creative efforts of employees;

5) quality improvements of services provided by patent attorneys;

6) introduction of digital titles of protection;

7) establishing of the preliminary patent application system;

8) establishing of the integrated register of active pharmacological substances protected by patent;

9) Granting the Government of the Russian Federation the right to limit the implementation of Article 1366 of the Civil Code of the Russian Federation (“Public offer to transfer a patent for invention”) as regards the quantity of applications and types of legal actions covered by benefits provided by the Article

Top priorities include the transfer to full electronic document processing, automatization of formal examinations of applications and requests presented by the applicant; promotion of accessibility and diversification of services provided by Rospatent

Rospatent participates in the National Program “Digital Economy of the Russian Federation” under which the provision of new digital services will be insured for all user categories

In order to provide the new services, Rospatent will develop the Integrated Digital Platform (covering integrated database of all IP objects, Rospatent Portal to ensure interaction with applicants, integrated data security system and gateway to interact with other information systems) and the Open Network Platforms (search platform and IPR management platform)

The plans for development of education activities of FIPS and RSAIP will involve provision of training on bachelor’s, master’s degree programs, postgraduate programs, advanced professional training, professional retraining programs for various target audiences, as well as systematic expansion of activities with consideration of accumulated experience

As a result of the Seminar, the Best Practices on mentioned aspects of IP commercialization will be drafted and subsequently published on Rospatent and APEC websites and distributed among SME’s of APEC economies



	Website for further information:  
	Federal customs service of the Russian Federation 

www.customs.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Anastasia Gribanova, amgribanova@rupto.ru;
Daria Vesnina, VesninaDO@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Arina Podvyaznikova, podvyaznikova@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
Luiza Vakhitova, VahitovaLI@ecpnomy.gov.ru;
	

	Competition Policy


	A number of measures have been undertaken to implement the 2018-2020 National Competition Development Plan which was approved on 21 December 2017 (the National plan is aimed to improve customer satisfaction, and competitiveness and efficiency of the economy; it is developed in a manner to promote significant de-escalation of a public sector’s role in economy and enhance support of SMEs).

In particular, a Federal Law "On Amendments to the Federal Law "On Protection of Competition" and other legislative acts of the Russian Federation" (the so-called "fifth antimonopoly package") has been adopted. The Guidelines for the creation and implementation of antimonopoly compliance systems by federal executive bodies " have been adopted. The provisions of the Guidelines provide for the implementation by the Government of an assessment of the effectiveness of antimonopoly compliance, which establishes key performance indicators for the implementation of antimonopoly compliance measures for both responsible departments and the authority as a whole.
	The Resolution of the President of the Russian Federation No. 618 "On State Competition Policy Guidelines" provides for a number of measures aiming to improve antimonopoly law.

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Government Procurement


	Electronic auction is the most frequent method used for government procurement. The Russian Federation has converted its purchases to electronic form since 01.01.2019.
The established procurement system in the Russian Federation meets modern international principles and is aimed at improving the efficiency and effectiveness of procurement of goods, works, and services, ensuring transparency of such procurement, and preventing corruption and other abuses in the procurement sector.

The Russian Federation is also participating in the negotiation process for accession to the WTO Agreement on government procurement.
	It is planned to continue work aiming to further digitalization of public procurement, including with regard to facilitating participation in the procurement via electronic documents exchange, electronic access to public databases of different levels and simplifying the procedure of filing applications for participation in procurement by improving software-hardware complex of electronic platforms (implementation of  blockchain systems, smart contract, etc.).



	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	The procedure of the Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) in Russian Federation is constantly being improved. In this regard, the following amendments of the Regulation of the Government of the Russian Federation of 17 December 2012 № 1318 should be mentioned in particular:

1) Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation of 14 September 2019 № 1200 in accordance with which the draft acts or their separate information containing confidential information are subject to RIA procedure.

2) Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation of 2 March 2019 № 234 in accordance with which RIA procedure is established in relation to draft acts prepared for the implementation of the national program «Digital Economy of the Russian Federation».

It is important to emphasize that the Government of Russian Federation is implementing a "regulatory guillotine" mechanism aimed at the abolition of all legislative acts from 1 January 2021, establishing the requirements, compliance with which is subject to verification in the implementation of state control (surveillance), and at enactment of new legislation containing updated requirements developed taking into account the risk-based approach and the current level of technological development in relevant areas.

An Action plan (of 29 May 2019, №4714п-П36) was approved in order to implement the «regulatory guillotine» mechanism. The authorities prepared through the plan more than 30 Government decrees involving the abolition of more than 7000 laws and regulations.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.orv.gov.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Daria Vesnina, VesninaDO@ecpnomy.gov.ru

Arina Podvyaznikova, podvyaznikova@ecpnomy.gov.ru

Luiza Vakhitova, VahitovaLI@ecpnomy.gov.ru

Otradinskaya@economy.gov.ru; 
ZhdanovaKV@economy.gov.ru
	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	Since 1 January, 2020 Russia started to apply Final Bound Rates to all the products envisaged by Russia’s WTO obligations. In accordance with the Decision of the Council of the Eurasian Economic Commission (May 28, 2019 № 59) the tariff quota for fresh, chilled or frozen pork and pork trimming (HS 0203) have been eliminated since 1 January 2020. Since that, a flat bound rate of 25% has been applied.
The Rules of origin of goods imported into the customs territory of the Eurasian Economic Unioin (EEU) (non-preferentional rules of origin) are approved by the Decision of the Eurasian Economic Commission of July 13, 2018 No. 94. These Rules of origin shall be applied for the purposes stipulated in paragraph 2 of Article 37 of the Treaty on the EEU dated May 29, 2014, when importing goods into the customs territory of the EEU from the countries that are not the Members States of the EEU.

Russian Federation within the Eurasian Economic Union fulfil its obligations to WTO. Under the Treaty on the EEU (of May 29, 2014) member states of the EEU grant tariff preferences in respect of goods originating from the developing and least developed countries, if the goods are included in the list of preferential goods (approved by the Decision of the EEC of January 13, 2017 No. 8.)
Considering the agreements reached at the IX WTO Ministerial Conference on granting duty-free and quota-free access for the least developed countries, the Russian Federation came up with a proposal to expand the list of goods imported from the least developed countries.
Under the Decision of the EEC of June 14, 2018 No. 60.  the list of preferential goods originating from the least developed countries has been increased from 38% to 63% of the commodity nomenclature.
	

	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian

Federation 

www.economy.gov.ru

	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Dispute Mediation


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Mobility of Business People


	A resolution of 15 May 2019 № 595 «On the establishment of the visa obtaining features in the form of electronic document and the procedure for foreigners to enter through the Russian Federation border checkpoints located on the territory of Kaliningrad region SEZ on the basis of visa in the form of electronic document» was issued by the Russian Government under which foreigners will be able to enter Kaliningrad region with electronic visas as from July 1, 2019 (duration – 30 days)
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian

Federation, www.economy.gov.ru;
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Transparency


	In 2018, RIA of federal draft acts affecting regional development was implemented. With the use of public consultations, this mechanism facilitated the involvement of Russia’s regions in the RIA procedure.

Consequently, a selection procedure was introduced at regulation.gov.ru that allowed to “mark” certain federal draft acts as being “significant” for regional economic development, which in turn allowed to adjust the respective newsletter subscription.

In 2020, it became possible to hold public consultations at regulation.gov.ru at the stage of preparing RIA conclusions.
Russia has developed an initiative aimed at strengthening the predictability of customs and tariff regulation of WTO members, including the establishment of deadlines for the entry into force of the decisions to increase duties after their official publication. The initiative also provides for prompt notification of WTO members about current changes in duties.
	It is planned to further expand RIA procedure to also include draft acts that concern competences and spending commitment of subjects of the Russian Federation.
 

	Website for further information:  
	https://regulation.gov.ru    

https://orv.gov.ru   

(currently both websites are in Russian, however it is planned to translate them into English in the nearest future)
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Ms. Babich Marina

Head of the Unit, Department of regulatory impact assessment, Ministry of economic development of Russia  
Email: babichme@economy.gov.ru   
Tel: +7 (495) 870 29 21 (add. 12642)
	


	RTAs/FTAs  


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	Please use Part 1 of the RTA/FTA reporting template to provide a short description or hyperlinks to any new agreements and to report improvements to existing agreements.  

The Russian Federation has signed regional trade agreements with 13 economies: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Vietnam, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.

Russia is a Party to the Free Trade Area of the Commonwealth of Independent States formed among the Russian Federation, the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Republic of Moldova, the Republic of Tajikistan, Ukraine and the Republic of Uzbekistan .

The Eurasian Economic Union, functioning since the beginning of 2015, might be called the most important integration project for Russia. The EAEU is based on the Customs Union of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan (entered into force in 2010). Besides these three states, Armenia and Kyrgyzstan also joined the EAEU. According to the Treaty on the EAEU within the EAEU free movement of goods, services, capital and labor coordinated, coherent or common policy in the sectors defined in the Treaty and international agreements within the EAEU  were established by the Member States of the EAEU. The legal status of the EAEU is the international organization of regional economic integration with international legal personality.
Since May 29, 2015 the Russian Federation is a Party to the Free Trade Agreement between the EAEU and its Member states, from one side, and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, from the other side.  The Agreement entered into force  on  5 October 2016 and  provides mutual obligations for liberalization in trade in goods. Provisions of the Agreement concerning the liberalization of trade in services, investment and movement of natural persons cover relations only between the Russian Federation and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Since May 17, 2018  the Russian Federation is a Party to the Interim Agreement leading to formation of a free trade area between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Islamic Republic of Iran, of the other part. The agreement entered into force on 27 October 2019 . The agreement covers trade in industrial and agricultural goods. 
As for the EAEU tariff commitments cover 502 tariff lines (376 tariff lines in case of industrial goods and 126 tariff lines in case of agricultural goods). As for I.R. Iran tariff commitments cover 360 tariff lines (263 tariff lines in case of industrial goods and 97 tariff lines in case of agricultural goods). According to actual trade statistics the Interim Agreement provides for tariff preferences for more than 50 % of trade turnover between the EAEU Member States and I.R. Iran. 

Along with tariff commitments the Interim Agreement includes regulatory provisions in such areas as Trade Remedies, TBT, SPS, Customs Administration and Trade Facilitation, Rules of Origin, Dispute Settlement as well as certain provisions on MFN, NT, fees and charges in connection with importation and exportation, quantitative restrictions, freedom of transit, STE. 

The Interim Agreement provides that the parties to the Interim Agreement shall no later that within a year from the date of its entry into force start negotiations with a view to conclude FTA in which in accordance with international rules, standards and practices duties and other restrictive regulations on commerce shall be eliminated in respect of substantially all the trade between the parties. It is expected that such an FTA will be concluded in no later than three years from the date of entry into force of the Interim Agreement. In the event when after three years from the date of entry into force of the Interim Agreement the parties have not concluded negotiations on FTA it would be necessary to makea decision on prolongation of application of the Interim Agreement.

The Interim Agreement establishes a Joint Committee which supervises the implementation of the agreement. A Business dialogue is being established by the Interim Agreement as well.

Free Trade Agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Serbia of the other part-(unification of trade regime between Eurasian Economic Union and Republic of Serbia) was signed on 25 October 2019. This FTA covers issues concerning trade in goods. 

FTA  between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Singapore, of the other part was signed on 1 October 2019. This FTA covers issues concerning trade in goods. 
During the Astana Economic Forum, the Agreement on Trade and Economic Cooperation (hereinafter referred - Agreement) between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the People's Republic of China, of the other part, was signed on 17 May 2018. The Agreement entered into force on 25 October 2019.

	- Agreements under negotiation


	

	
	Agreement #1


	

	
	Agreement #2


	Free Trade Agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, 
and the Republic of Egypt, of the other part- in the process of negotiations.

This Agreement covers issues concerning trade in goods.


	
	Agreement #3


	Free Trade Agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, 
and the State of Israel, of the other part- in the process of negotiations.

This Agreement covers issues concerning trade in goods.


	
	Agreement #4


	Free Trade Agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of India, of the other part- in the process of consultations. Negotiations will start in 2020. This FTA will cover issues concerning trade in goods.



	
	Agreement #5


	FTA  between the Russian Federation, of the one part, and the Republic of Singapore, of the other part, on trade in services and investments -  in the process of negotiations.



	
	Agreement #6


	FTA  between the Russian Federation, of the one part, and the Republic of Korea, of the other part, on trade in services and investments - in the process of negotiations.



	
	Agreement #7


	FTA  between the Russian Federation, of the one part, and the Republic of Turkey, of the other part, on trade in services and investments - in the process of negotiations.



	
	Agreement #8


	

	
	Agreement #9


	

	
	Agreement #10


	

	
	Agreement #11


	

	
	Agreement #12


	

	
	Agreement #13


	

	
	Agreement #14


	

	
	Agreement #15


	

	
	Agreement #16


	

	
	Agreement #17


	

	
	Agreement #18


	

	
	Agreement #19


	

	
	Agreement #20


	

	- Future plans


	Free Trade Agreements between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the new partnerts.



	Website for further information:  
	

	Contact point for further details:
	


	Other voluntary reporting areas


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


�+ сайт еэк+ сайт ФТС? (спросить у Саши Карповой)


�+ сайт еэк+ сайт ФТС? (спросить у Саши Карповой)





