ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:1): Business Services: Legal

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No Improvement


	- With regards to lawyer firms, licenses for branch establishment and operation are required.

- Foreign lawyers are required to have practicing licence  to work in Vietnam. 
For more information, please contact:

International Law – International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Justice

25a Cat Linh Str., Hanoi, Vietnam

Fax: (844) 843 1431


	No further improvement planned



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No improvement made since the last IAP 


	With regards foreign lawyer firms: Decree 87/2003/ND-CP stipulates that:

Foreign law firms which have been operating legally abroad and having goodwill towards the State of Vietnam shall be licensed to operate in Vietnam. 

With regard to foreign lawyers: Article 41 of the Decree 87/2003/ND-CP stipulates that foreign lawyers, who meet the following requirements will be licensed to work in Vietnam:

- Holding licence of legal consultancy practice, which is still valid, issued by authorized agencies in their countries;

- Having goodwill towards the State of Vietnam;

- Authorized by a foreign law firm to work in Vietnam or hired by a Vietnamese law firm to practice in Vietnam.

For more information, please contact:

International Law – International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Justice

58-60 Tran Phu Str., Hanoi, Vietnam

Fax: (844) 843 1431

	No further improvement planned



	Foreign Entry


	No improvements since the last IAP
	1. Scope operation of foreign law firms: 

1.1. Operation form: According to Article 8 of the Decree 87/2003/ND-CP, foreign law firms are allowed to operate in Vietnam in the following forms:

· Branch of foreign law firms (herein after called as the branch)

· Foreign law firms

· Partnership company between foreign law enterprises and Vietnamese companies.

Moreover, foreign law firms have the rights to reorganize their activities through acquisition and merging.

1.2.  With regard to scope of operation:  according to Article 29 of the Decree No 87/2003/ND-CP, foreign law firms are allowed to operate in the following scope:

1.2.1. Foreign law organizations practicing in Vietnam are not allowed to provide legal consultancy for Vietnamese law; to appoint their lawyers to act as depending lawyer for Vietnamese clients.

1.2.2. Foreign law organizations practicing in Vietnam are allowed to provide legal consultancy for Vietnamese law in the following cases:

a. Hiring Vietnamese lawyers to work in their organizations;

b. Foreign lawyers working in those organizations should obtain law degrees issued by a Vietnamese Law University and shall meet all requirements as those applied for Vietnamese lawyers.

2. Scope of operation for foreign lawyers:

2.1. With regard to operation form: according to Article 42 of the Decree No 87/2003/ND-CP, foreign lawyers are allowed to work in Vietnam in the following forms:

a. Working as a member or as an employee at a foreign law organization in Vietnam;

b. Working as an employee in a foreign law firm and a Vietnamese law partnership

2.2. With regard to work violation, in accordance with Article 43 of the Decree no 87/2003/ND-CP, foreign lawyers are allowed to work in the following areas:

a. Proving legal consultancy service for international and foreign laws;

b. Foreign lawyers are not allowed to provide legal consultancy for Vietnamese law and shall meet all requirements as those applied to Vietnamese lawyers;

c. Foreign lawyers are not allowed to participate in Vietnamese courts as depending lawyers for Vietnamese clients.

For more information, please contact:

International Law – International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Justice

58-60 Tran Phu Str., Hanoi, Vietnam

Fax: (844) 843 1431
	-    No plan to change yet.



	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No improvements since the last IAP
	1. Article 2 of the Decree 87/2003/ND-CP stipulates that the Government of Vietnam ensures non-discrimination among foreign law firms and foreign lawyers practicing in Vietnam.

2. Article 3 of the Decree 87/2003/ND-CP stipulates that the Government of  Vietnam protects intellectual property rights for investment capitals and other legal rights of foreign law firms and foreign lawyers practicing in Vietnam in accordance with Vietnamese laws.

For more information, please contact:

International Law – International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Justice

58-60 Tran Phu Str., Hanoi

Fax: (844) 843 1431
	-   No plan to change yet.




