ANNEX - ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (b:3) : Communication Services:  Telecommunications

	Section
	Improvement Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	Telecommunications Law:

The privatization of  TOT and CAT has been accelerated in line with the Corporatisation law which came into force in December 1999.

MRAs:

Technical standards and practices have been regularly reviewed to ensure transparency and consistency with international standards and practice.


	Under the scope of current telecommunications laws, private sector participation in providing telecommunications services is allowed in the form of concessions granted by state enterprise (i.e. CAT or TOT) by means of a Build-Transfer-Operate arrangements.

The Act on Organization to Assign Radio Frequency and to Regulate Broadcasting and Telecommunications Services B.E. 2543 (2000), came into force on 8 March 2000.

Contact:

Ms. Wajana Chuentongkam

Director of International Services Division

Post and Telegraph Department

87 Phaholyothin 8 Phayathai

Bangkok 10400

Tel: (662) 272-7155

Fax: (662) 271-3512, 278-1736


	According to the Act on Organization to Assign Radio Frequency and to Regulate Broadcasting and Telecommunications Services B.E. 2543 (2000), two regulatory bodies (i.e. National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) and the National Broadcasting Commission (NBC) shall be set up, thus ending the monopoly rights of TOT and CAT - state enterprises in the telecommunications business. (see future of PTD at http://www.ptd.go.th/)
The National Telecommunication Commission (NTC) which is scheduled to legally function in the year 2001 may consider deregulation in the telecommunications sector.

All related Telecommunications laws (such as the CAT Act, TOT Act and Broadcasting Act) are under amendment. A new Telecommunications Business Bill was drafted and in principle approved by the House of Representatives after the third reading on 26 July 2000 and is now under Senate consideration.

Streamline Telecommunications procedures.

Efforts are being made to create a mechanism to deal with mutual recognition of test results for exporting economies based on importing economies established procedures by 2004:

- Study possible models for implementation of MRA on telecom eqipment.

- Develop test labs to comply with ISO/IEC Guidelines.



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No changes made.


	1) Service providers must use public telecommunications networks under national telecommunications authorities.

2) Assignment of Radio spectrum is subject to frequency availability.

3) Permission would be granted in the form of a build-transfer-operate concept.

4) According to the Act on Organization to Assign Radio Frequency and to Regulate Broadcasting and Telecommunications Services B.E. 2543 (2000), no new license will be issued before the establishment of the NTC and NBC.


	The National Telecommunications Commission (NTC),which is scheduled to legally function in the year 2001, will set new rules and regulations related to licensing, interconnection, standardization, universal services, etc.

	Foreign Entry


	A corporate transferee of the managerial or executive level, or a specialist, provided that such person has been employed by the company concerned outside Thailand for a period of not less than one year immediately preceding the date of his/her application for admission and has satisfied the criteria for management needs* stipulated by the Department of Employment. Temporary entry is limited to a one year period and may be extended for a further four terms of not more than one year each. 
* In considering managerial needs, the following facts shall be taken into consideration by the relevant authority, namely: 1. Size of fully paid-up capital 2. Employment creation 3. Extent of foreign investment 4. Export promotion 5. Transfer of technology 6. Special needs of the management.


	For the provision of value-added services, foreign equity participation must not exceed 40 percent of the registered capital.


	For the provision of basic services, foreign equity participation must not exceed 20 percent; conditional upon the passage and coming into force of all necessary new communications acts, commencing from the year 2006, as required under its WTO commitments.

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No changes made.


	To the extent that foreign investments are allowed to participate in the equity of a domestic corporation, Thailand will not discriminate against any WTO member. All domestic carriers with foreign investments wil be treated under a similar regulatory and policy framework.
	The National  Telecommunication Commission (NTC) which is scheduled to legally function in the year 2001 may consider deregulation in the telecommunications sector.




