ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


Chapter 3 (b:4) : Communication Services:  Audio-visual

Section
Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
Current Entry Requirements 
Further Improvements Planned

Operational Requirements


 
Principal Regulatory instruments -

Singapore Broadcasting Authority Act (Cap 297)

Films Act (Cap 107)

The regulatory authorities for audiovisual services are as follows -

Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts ("MITA")

www.mita.gov.sg
Films and Publications Department ("FPD")

www.fpd.gov.sg
Singapore Broadcasting Authority ("SBA")

www.sba.gov.sg

SBA has been working on the competition code and had earlier circulated a draft version for industry consultation. It is now in the process of reviewing the industry comments. We expect to finalise and release the code to the industry by the first half of next year.

Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers



20 licensable broadcasting services are listed in the Second Schedule of the Singapore Broadcasting Authority Act. These services include audiotext services, video-on-demand services, free-to-air television and radio services.

Any person who intends to provide any licensable broadcasting service in or from Singapore must obtain a broadcasting licence from the SBA. However certain services (eg. audiotext services and teletext services) are subject to a class licence which means that the providers of these class licensable services are automatically licensed under the terms of the class licence. 

The Singapore Broadcasting Authority Act also sets requirements on the ownership and management of specific types of broadcasting companies (e.g. broadcasters that provide nationwide television or radio services in Singapore). In addition, the SBA issues codes of practice relating to broadcast and programming standards. 
No further changes planned

Foreign Entry



Total aggregate foreign shareholding limit of 49% for the broadcast sector
No further changes planned

Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN




No further changes planned

