Chapter 11: Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs) 


	Chapter 11 : Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs)

	Objectives

APEC economies will ensure full and effective implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes within the agreed time frame in a manner fully consistent with the letter and the spirit of the WTO Agreement.

On rules of origin, APEC economies will: 

a. ensure full compliance with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted in relevant international fora; and

b. ensure that their respective rules of origin are prepared and applied in an impartial, transparent and neutral manner.


	Guidelines

On WTO Agreements:

a. Each APEC economy which is a WTO member will fully and faithfully implement its respective Uruguay Round commitments. 

b. Each APEC economy which is in the process of acceding to the WTO Agreement may participate in APEC Uruguay Round implementation actions through voluntary steps to liberalize its respective trade and investment regimes consistent with the WTO Agreement.

c. Each APEC economy will, on a voluntary basis, accelerate the implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes and deepen and broaden these.
On Rules of Origin:

Each APEC economy will:

a. align its respective rules of origin with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted as a result of the WTO/WCO process; and

b. ensure predictable and consistent application of rules of origin.


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will:

a. utilize on an on-going basis Uruguay Round implementation seminars and other appropriate means to:

i. improve APEC economies' understanding of provisions in the WTO Agreement and obligations thereunder;

ii. identify operational problems encountered in implementation of the WTO Agreement and areas in which APEC economies may require technical assistance; and

iii. explore cooperative efforts to provide such technical assistance in implementation; 

b. consider implementation of suggestions for follow-on work from Uruguay Round implementation seminars; and 

c. undertake technical assistance based on discussion at the above seminars, including cooperative training projects targeted at prevalent implementation problems to be undertaken in conjunction with the WTO Secretariat and other relevant international institutions.

On Rules of Origin

APEC economies will:

a. gather information on APEC economies’ respective rules of origin, both non-preferential and preferential, and operation thereof without duplicating WTO work in this area, exchange views and develop a compendium of rules of origin for the use of the business/private sector; 

b. facilitate, complement and accelerate, in the short term, WTO/WCO work on harmonization of non-preferential rules of origin; and

c. study in due course the implication of rules of origin on the free flow of trade and investment, with a view to identifying, in the longer term, both positive and negative aspects and effects of rules of origin related practices. 

The current CAP relating to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc Rules of Origin) can be found in the WTO Implementation  Collective Action Plan and Rules of Origin Collective Action Plan


	The Philippines’  Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations and Rules of Origin in 2002
The Philippines subscribes to the full and faithful implementation of its WTO commitments within the agreed timeframes, fully aware of its rights and obligations in the WTO Agreements.  

             The Philippines is actively participating in the work programme of the Doha Development Agenda following the 4th Ministerial Conference held last November 2001 in Doha, Qatar.  In agriculture and services negotiations, it would like to see maximum reforms in the commitments in export subsidies and trade-distorting domestic support and a more balanced outcome in the commitments on border measures on trade in agricultural products.

             The Philippines implements a system of preferential rules of origin under the ASEAN Common Effective Preferential Tariff (CEPT) Scheme.   Non-preferential rules will be subject to the outcome of the negotiations in the WTO.

             The Philippines actively participates in the harmonization work in the WTO/WCO.  It continues to work together with other WTO members to resolve the remaining issues and ensure that the harmonization process is completed.  




	The Philippines’ Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs) in 2002

	Section


	Obligations Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Status of WTO Obligations Implementation
	Further Implementation Planned

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	Approved Memorandum Order (MO) No. 51 “Providing amendments to MO 346 of 1996, amending the guidelines on the Car Development Program (CDP), the Commercial Vehicle Development Program (CVDP), and the Motorcycle Development Program (MDP) as amended by MO 473 of 1998”  effectively  revising the domestic legislation for TRIMS following the  outcome of the negotiations in Geneva (January 2002).
	The Philippines has implemented most of its commitments under Annex 1A of the WTO Agreement.  In line with its commitments under the WTO Agreement on Agriculture, the Philippines continues to expand tariff quotas and to reduce in-quota and out-quota tariff rates for sensitive agricultural products. 

In December 2001, following amicable settlement of the dispute initiated by the US against the Philippines on TRIMS maintained in the motor vehicle sector, the Phil;ippines obtained approval from the WTO Council for Trade in Goods for an extension of the applicability of TRIMS for an additional period of 3½ years from and after 1 January 2000, the original expiry date of the transition period for the elimination of TRIMS.

The contact point for further information is:

The Director 

Bureau of International Trade Relations

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel: (632) 897-8290
Fax: (632) 890-4812

E-mail: bitr_mon@dti.dti.gov.ph

	The Philippines will:·


· participate actively in the negotiations mandated by the 4th Ministerial Conference in Doha, Qatar.
     

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	
	The Philippines has implemented all of its commitments under Annex 1B of the WTO Agreement. Ratification of the Fourth Protocol on Basic Telecommunications and Fifth Protocol on Financial Service is in process.  

The Philippines participates in the mandated negotiations on trade in services, including in the development of negotiating guidelines. It is currently undertaking a national assessment on trade in services with a view to identifying priorities for the negotiations.   

The contact point for further information is:

Trade, Industry and Utilities Staff

National Economic and Development Authority

12 Blessed Josemaria Escriva Drive

Pasig City, Philippines

Tel: (632) 631-3734

Fax: (632) 631-3734

E-mail: mrsongco@neda.gov.ph, brmendoza@neda.gov.ph

	The Philippines will: ·


· actively participate in the negotiations on trade in services which began in 2000 and was incorporated in the Doha Development Agenda; and 

-    work for the ratification of the 

     Fourth and Fifth Protocols.

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	Enacted RA 9168, also known as the Philippine Plant Variety Protection Act of 2002 (July 2002).
	The Philippines enacted the Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines in June 1997. The law provides for substantial compliance, on the part of the Philippine Government, with respect to its commitments under the WTO Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs). It also created the Intellectual Property Office to implement the Agreement. 

The Philippines has enacted legislation providing for the protection of layout designs (topographies) of integrated circuits in August 2001. 
The Philippines recently enacted legislation for the protection of plant varieties in accordance with the rights and obligations provided in the TRIPS Agreement.

The contact point for further information is:

The Director-General

Intellectual Property Office

IPO Building

351 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel: (632) 752-5450 to 65

Fax: (632) 890-4862

E-mail: odg@ipophil.gov.ph

	No further action planned.

	WTO Plurilateral Agreements


	Not applicable.
	The Philippines is not a signatory to the WTO Plurilateral Agreements.
	Not applicable.

	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	
	The Philippines adheres to relevant WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations, including notification obligations under the various WTO agreements.

The contact point for further information is:

The Director

Bureau of International Trade Relations

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel: (632) 897-8290
Fax: (632) 890-4812

E-mail: bitr_mon@dti.dti.gov.ph

	The Philippines will continue to implement and adhere to relevant Ministerial Decisions and Declarations.

	Other WTO Obligations


	Continued to reduce/eliminate tariffs on information technology products as committed under the Information Technology Agreement (ITA).


	The Philippines has eliminated tariffs on substantially all information technology products. Tariffs on the remaining ITA products will be eliminated by 2005 as scheduled.

The contact point for further information is:

The Chairman

Tariff Commission

East Avenue, Diliman

Quezon City, Philippines

Tel: (632) 921-7960

Fax: (632) 921-7960

E-mail: tarcm@pworld.net.ph
            tarcm@mydestiny.net 


	The Philippines will eliminate tariffs on ITA products within the timeframe agreed under the WTO.

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	
	The Philippines accelerated the implementation of the WTO TRIPS Agreement in respect of patents, trademarks, geographical indications, and copyrights from 1 January 2000 to January 1998.

The contact point for further information is:

The Director 

Bureau of International Trade Relations

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel: (632) 897-8290
Fax: (632) 890-4812

E-mail: bitr@dti.gov.ph

	No further action planned.

	Rules of Origin


	
	The Philippines participates actively in the harmonization work relating to non-preferential rules of origin (ROO) in the WTO/WCO. It is working with other WTO members to resolve the remaining issues and to ensure that the harmonization work is completed. 
The Philippines will develop non-preferential rules of origin on the basis of the outcome of the negotiations in the WTO.

The Philippines implements a system of preferential rules under the ASEAN Common Effective Preferential Tariff (CEPT) Scheme.  

Under the CEPT Scheme, a product is conferred originating status if the product is wholly obtained in the Philippines or possesses an ASEAN content of at least 40% of the FOB value of the product, if it is manufactured with imported materials, and the final process of manufacture is performed within the Philippines.  

Further information on the CEPT Rules of Origin is provided in the ASEANWEB at http://www.aseansec.org.

The contact point for further information is:

The Director

Bureau of International Trade Relations

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel: (632) 897-8290
Fax: (632) 890-4812

E-mail: bitr_mon@dti.dti.gov.ph

	The Philippines will:·

-    participate actively in the 

     WTO/WCO harmonization 

     work program;·

-    develop rules of origin in line 

     with internationally 

     harmonized rules of origin to 

     be adopted as a result of the 

     WTO/WCO process;·

-    upon adoption, contribute 

     actively in periodic review of 

     the harmonized rules of origin;

-    conduct/participate in 

     seminars, workshops and 

     training programs to promote 

     better understanding of, and 

     ensure full compliance with, 

     harmonized rules of origin; 

-    ensure that rules of origin are 

     prepared and applied in an 

     impartial, transparent and 

     neutral manner; 

-    implement its rules of origin in 

     a predictable and consistent 

     manner; and·

-    contribute to the study of the 

     implications of preferential 

     and non-preferential rules of 

     origin on the free flow of trade 

     and investments.


	The Philippines’ Implementation of WTO Obligations since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	In 1996, the Philippines had enacted the following laws to align domestic legislation with the relevant WTO Agreements:  
-


-            RA 7843 (The Anti-Dumping Act) which amended the 

             relevant sections of the Tariff and Customs Code to make 

             them consistent with the WTO Anti-Dumping Agreement;

-            RA 8178 (The Agricultural Tariffication Act) which lifted 
and converted into tariff equivalents the quantitative 
restrictions on sensitive agricultural products;


-
RA  8181 (Home Consumption Value (HCV) to 

             Transaction Value) which provided the shift from HCV to 

             Export Value in the interim, and to Transaction Value by 1 
January 2000 as the method of valuation for customs 
purposes.

	Enacted the following laws to align existing legislation, and/or bring them into greater conformity, with the WTO agreements:

-          RA 8752 (The Anti-Dumping Act of 1999);

-          RA 8751(The Countervailing Act of 1999); and 

-           RA 9135 (An Act Amending Certain Provisions of 

            Presidential Decree No. 1464 otherwise known as 

            the Tariff and Customs Code of the Philippines, as 

            amended and for other purposes) (2001).

Passed RA 8800 (The Safeguard Measures Act) to provide relief against injurious imports (2000).

Passed MO No. 51 (Providing amendments to MO 346 of 1996, amending the guidelines on the Car Development Program (CDP), the Commercial Vehicle Development Program (CVDP), and the Motorcycle Development Program (MDP) as amended by MO 473 of 1998) to revise the domestic legislation for TRIMS.



	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	In 1996, the Philippines had ratified the Protocol on Financial Services and Movement of Natural Persons.
	

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	In 1996, the Philippines was in the process of amending domestic legislation to comply with the WTO TRIPS Agreement.
	Enacted RA 8293 (The Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines) which aligned existing legislation relating to patents, trademarks, geographical indications, and copyrights with the WTO TRIPS Agreement (1997).

Enacted RA 9150, An Act Providing for the Protection of Layout Designs (Topographies) of Integrated Circuits(2001).

Enacted RA 9168, the Philippine Plant Variety Protection Act of 2002 (2002).

	WTO Plurilateral Agreements


	Not applicable.
	Not applicable.

	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	In 1996, the Philippines was adhering to Ministerial Decisions and Declarations, including the required notifications under the various WTO Agreements.
	Continuing

	Other WTO Obligations


	In 1996, the Philippines had neither signed nor ratified the ITA Agreement.
	Eliminated tariffs on substantially all information technology products as committed under the ITA (2000).

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	In 1996, the Philippines had not accelerated any of its commitments under the WTO Agreement.
	Accelerated the implementation of the WTO TRIPS Agreement in respect of patents, trademarks, geographical indications, and copyrights from 1 January 2000 to January 1998 (1997).

	Rules of Origin


	In1996, the Philippines was implementing a system of preferential rules of origin under the CEPT Scheme.  It was awaiting the outcome of the harmonization process in the WTO/WCO as the basis for the development of non-preferential rules of origin.


	


