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	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

c. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

d. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify priority areas for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

d.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
e.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
f.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; and 
g. 
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties
(a) pursue mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral mutual recognition arrangements, which might at a later stage provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements in particular sectors, endeavoring to complete a pilot project on food products in 1997 and to develop an arrangement on information exchange on toy safety in 1996; and

(b) consider participation in the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre) and the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) by 2005 in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties.



	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
continue to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practices in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars; and

d.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005. 

MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to further consider additional priority areas for mutual recognition arrangements in the regulated sector;

c.
consider alternative mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;

d.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment;  

e.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

f.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program;

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005; and 

c. compile member economies' regulatory profile and develop information and case studies on decision tree analysis for Food/Drug Interface policy development and regulation.

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; and

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.



	Peru’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2002

Peru, as a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO), permanently observes the practices and procedures of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade. Furthermore, the elaboration and approval of the Peruvian Technical Standards is harmonized with the Code of Good Behavior for the elaboration and approval of Technical Standards.  

The Technical and Commercial Regulations Commission at the National Institute for the Defense of Competition and Protection of Intellectual Property (Indecopi), is in charge of the Standardization and Accreditation Systems in Peru, it is also the authorized WTO Enquiry Point.

Access to Indecopi’s Technical and Commercial Regulations Commission:

http://www.indecopi.gob.pe/tribunal/crt/presentacion.asp
Access to the database of the Peruvian National Technical Regulations and Standards, as the authorized WTO Enquiry Point:

 http://www.indecopi.gob.pe/tribunal/crt/puntocontactoOMC2.asp
Indecopi has plans to develop an outreach program for the public and private sectors (specifically small and medium enterprises - SMEs) to highlight and promote the benefits associated to the use of Standards, pointing out their voluntary nature (recommendation), as well as compliance with Technical Regulations.  The objective is to gain consciousness regarding possible entry barriers for small and medium enterprises. Also, there is an initiative to distribute free copies of the current Peruvian Technical Standards to facilitate their understanding and application for SMEs.     

The existing priority regarding conformity assessment is to consolidate the Accreditation System for the assessment of products and move on with the international recognition of the Peruvian accreditation system. To attain this goal we are actively participating in Regional and Sub Regional Forums regarding this issue, such as the Inter American Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC) and the Andean Community.     

Access to legislation regarding Peruvian Technical and Commercial Regulations, Standards and Metrology:

http://www.indecopi.gob.pe/legislacionyjurisprudencia/ctr.asp.




	Chapter 5 : Peru’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2002

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	From August 2001 to July 2002, 206 Peruvian Technical Standards (PTS) have been approved. 34 of them (17%) correspond to International Standards and most of the others (83%) are adoptions from well-known standards (American Standards Testing Materials-ASTM, Association of Official Analytical Chemist - AOAC, Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper Industry - TAPI, American Water Works - AWWA, National Fire Protection Agency - NFPA, etc.).

The revision of PTS concluded in this period and as a result, 91 PTS were derogated (because of their obsolescence).


	The Regulations for the development and approval of the Peruvian Technical Standards (PTS) place high priority to the adoption of International Technical Standards, in compliance with Annex 3 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade of the WTO.    

Peru´s National Institute for Defense of Competition and Protection of Intellectual Property -INDECOPI-, the Peruvian Standardization Body through its Technical and Commercial Regulations Commission (TCRC), continues with the implementation and maintenance of the Quality Assurance System International Organization for Standardization - ISO 9002

Contact Point:

Mr. Augusto Mello, Manager of the Technical and Commercial Regulations Commission

amello@indecopi.gob.pe

	By the end of 2002, Peru expects to approve 200 PTS, 25% of them will be adoptions from international standards



	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	In the priority areas, the following new Technical Committees have been established:

· Food Labeling

· Lemon

· Electrical Conductors

These committees are working in order to approve Peruvian Standards that are equivalent to International Standards.

	According to Peruvian legislation, the main role of INDECOPI's TCRC is to promote and disseminate standardization.  In this sense, the State acts as a facilitator for those producers in a specific industry who are willing to work on standardization of their products, through Technical Committees.  Therefore, INDECOPI's TCRC does not have a proactive role in determining priority areas for standardization.

Contact Point:

Ms. Liliana Herrera, Standardization Coordinator of the Technical and Commercial Regulations Commission. 

 lherrera@indecopi.gob.pe 

Mr. Augusto Mello, Manager of the Technical and Commercial Regulations Commission. 

 amello@indecopi.gob.pe
	Peru expects to adopt the Codex Standard for packaged foods labeling and others.



	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	
	Since May 27, 1999, INDECOPI is member of the ISO/IEC JTC1 / SC31 (Technical Committee on Information Technology / Sub Committee 31)  

INDECOPI participated, as observer, in the SC1/TC207 (Sub Committee 1 on Environmental Management / Technical Committee 207) held in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), from 1 to 4 July 2001.
INDECOPI is a member of the following ISO Technical Committees:

· Spanish translation terminology: ISO TC176 / STTG (Technical Committee 176 / Spanish Translation Task Group), and 

· ISO TC207 / STTF (Technical Committee 207/Spanish Translation Task Force).


	INDECOPI will apply to join the Technical Committee 207 (Environmental Management) as an observer member.



	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	None at this time
	No participation

Contact point: 

Mr. Augusto Mello 

amello@indecopi.gob.pe

	In the regulated sector, Peru foresees participation in the APEC Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs).



	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	The Peruvian Ministry of Agriculture has bilateral recognition arrangement with the Chilean Ministry of Agriculture, regarding fruits’ requirements. 

For more details, please contact: ecarbonell@senasa.gob.pe

	Peruvian sectors in charge of regulations are working towards joining efforts with other countries in order to establish bilateral recognition agreements in the future (priority on APEC economies).

The Ministry of Agriculture is working on a Cooperation Agreement regarding sanitary measures (animal and agricultural) with China and Chinese Taipei. This agreement should be signed in the near future. 

With regards to the same issue, the Ministry is in contact with the government of Thailand, Vietnam and Malaysia.



	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	None at this time
	Peru doesn’t participate in mutual recognition arrangements with APEC members.  However, Peru is a member of the Inter American Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC) and participates in the outlining of measures for the adoption of mutual recognition agreements.  IAAC as a regional organism, participates in International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) 
and International Accreditation Forum (IAF).  This enables Peru to be aware of the arrangements that take place in this forum.    

Contact point:

 amello@indecopi.gob.pe
    
	Peru would be interested in participating in the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) and then as a signatory body of the APLAC MRA. In the context of an International Technical Cooperation Project (IADB), Peru is working towards this objective.



	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	In the second semester of 2001, a European expert from Physikalisch Technische Bundesanstalt - PTB -
(Germany) audited the Peruvian National Accreditation Body, according to the ISO/IEC Guide 58. As a result, the Peruvian National Accreditation Body has improved some procedures and has elaborated new documents. (i.e. procedures for executing arbitration and procedures for evaluating auditors and technical experts' performance)

Since the second semester of 2001, Peruvian Accredited Laboratories (or in process of being accredited) are participating in the Proficiency Testing Activities organized by members of APLAC.
On January 2002, PTB (Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt) from Germany donated a Statorius Electromagnetic Comparator for the National Metrology Service.
	The National Metrology Service of Peru organizes annual training workshops in Metrology, for example: Measurement of Uncertainty and Calibration of testing machines (traction – compression).

Accredited Testing Laboratories are participating in two programs of cross-comparisons in the APLAC initiative: a) NATA (Australia) for water and b) SINGLAS (Singapore) for foodstuffs. 

Contact Point:

Ms. Imilce Zuta, Accreditation Coordinator of the Technical and Commercial Regulations Commission. 

 izuta@indecopi.gob.pe 

Mr. Augusto Mello, Manager of the Technical and Commercial Regulations Commission. 

amello@indecopi.gob.pe

	Peru recognizes the need to participate in mutual recognition agreements (MRAs) for conformity assessment in the region to promote trade. To achieve this goal, Peru will participate actively in the Technical Infrastructure Program in APEC.  Efforts will be made to improve the technical infrastructure level.

The Peruvian Accreditation Body is making efforts to participate as a full member in Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation -APLAC.

Through a three year international cooperation project with the Inter-American Development Bank, -IDB-, which has started on January 2002, INDECOPI will be strengthening the implementation of ISO/IEC Guide 58 and Guide 61.  

These guides refer to accreditation of calibration and testing laboratories (general requirements for operation and recognition) and to the general requirements for operation and accreditation of certification bodies, respectively. These actions are taken so that the National Accreditation Body may apply in the future, to international Mutual Recognition Agreements.


	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	
	
	Identification of specific requirements:

· Measurement to upgrade the national metrology infrastructure covering major fields including chemical metrology, certified reference materials, gas and liquid flow and acoustics. Assistance in the form of technical experts and training of staff is also required.

· Development of new calibration services in major fields, including chemical metrology, certified reference materials, gas and liquid flow, acoustics and medical instrumentation. Assistance in the form of technical experts and training of laboratory personnel and other professionals is also needed.

· Legal Metrology to begin new activities regarding environment measuring instruments.

Assistance is needed from entities or laboratories that manage Proficiency Testing Schemes, in order to accredit laboratories that could participate in interlaboratory comparisons for national products. Also, we need support with respect to the availability of certified materials in the fields of food, environment (water) and hydrobiological products.



	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	None yet
	
	

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	None yet
	No participation.
	The Peruvian Accreditation Body is making efforts to participate in the future as a member of APLAC

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	
	INDECOPI considers that publishing information on the Internet is important because it is a way to make information more accessible and transparent to users. This is the reason why mandatory standards and metrology standards are published on INDECOPI's web page.  

www.indecopi.gob.pe/eventos/normas_obligatoriasCRT.asp
www.indecopi.gob.pe/eventos/normas_metrologicasCRT.asp
Regulations on Standardization are periodically reviewed in order to simplify their procedures and to adapt them to WTO's TBT Agreement. 

The new regulation on Standardization issues was approved in the year 2000 by Resolution Nº 0071-2000/INDECOPI-CRT.  Through this resolution, Proficiency Testing (PT) is now submitted for a 30-day period of public discussion. Before, the PT of international standards was adopted without this previous step. Furthermore, there is a more active outreach policy of PT through publication of information at INDECOPI’s  web page. 

www.indecopi.gob.pe
amello@indecopi.gob.pe

	Regarding Accreditation issues, INDECOPI expects to make available, very soon through the Internet, the criteria applied by the institution for the qualification of Accreditation entities and the application of sanctions on this matter.

INDECOPI's TCRC intends to publish in the Peru’s official gazette, all standards that are included in technical regulations emitted by governmental institutions

	Participate in relevant international fora


	This year Peru has submitted a request to the International Electrotechnical Commission - IEC, in order to become an affiliated member.

On May 2002, INDECOPI participated and gave support for a Seminar held in Lima, "Apec Symposium on Notification Procedures under the OMC's Agreements" (TBT and SPS).  The Seminar was organized by Standards New Zealand.


	
	Peru will participate more actively in the CODEX ALIMENTARIUS committees, given that it has a National Committee of CODEX that is reviewing the International Standards to adapt them to the National Standards. 
Peru will work in IAAC to sign the MRA. From then on, we foresee a more active participation in ILAC and IAF.



	Other activities


	
	
	


	Improvements in Peru Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Since the creation of INDECOPI, between 1993 and 1998, 280 Peruvian Standards were approved, 79 of which were adopted from International Standards (ISO/IEC and Codex Alimentarius), (NTP-ISO represents  28% of the total of NTP). In this period of time 31 Technical Committees were created.

In 1998, 155 Peruvian Standards were approved, 34 of which were adopted from International Standards (ISO/IEC and Codex Alimentarius), (NTP-ISO represent the 22 % of the total). In this period of time 13 Technical Committees were created.

During this year, within the National Standardization System, Peru promoted the adoption of International Standards as Peruvian Standards.  Peru worked on the revision and updating of Peruvian Standards developed in past decades lacking international reference, in order to align them with International Standardization.


	Between 1998 and 2002, 662 Peruvian Standards (NTP) were approved, 78 of which were adopted from International Standards (12% of the total of NTP). The rest of them (88%) are adoptions from well-known standards (ASTM, AOAC, TAPI, AWWA, NFPA, etc.). In this period of time 34 Technical Committees were created (16 of them were sub-committees).

Since 1998, the National Standardization System is working on the promotion of the adoption of International Standards as Peruvian Standards

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	We didn’t have any participation.



	Since May 1999, INDECOPI is member of the ISO/IEC JTC1/SC 31 (Information Technology).

INDECOPI is member of the STTF 176 and of the STTG 207, related to technical standards' translation ISO 9000 and ISO 14000 series.


	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	NOTE: Prior to 1998 there were no plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements on conformity assessment
	Peru does not participate in any plurilateral recognition arrangement. 



	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Peruvian Ministry of Agriculture has a bilateral recognition agreement with Chile about requirements for fruits, since 1991.

	The Ministry of Agriculture maintains its Recognition Agreements with Chile.




	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	
	INDECOPI's CTRC is interested in participating in APLAC, and then participate as a signatory body of the APLAC MRA. In the context of an International Technical Cooperation Project (IADB), which started in 2002, we are working towards this objective.



	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	
	In 2002, through an international technical cooperation project (IADB), INDECOPI will be strengthening the implementation of ISO/IEC Guide 58 and Guide 61.  These guides refer to accreditation of calibration and testing laboratories (general requirements for operation and recognition) and to the general requirements for operation and accreditation of certification bodies, respectively. These actions are taken so that the National Accreditation Body may apply in the future, to international Mutual Recognition Agreements.
On January 2002, PTB (Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt) from Germany donated a Statorius Electromagnetic Comparator for the National Metrology Service

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	(No provision)


	

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	(No Participation)


	Peruvian Accreditation Body is making efforts to participate in the future as a member of APLAC.

On May 2002, INDECOPI participated and gave support for a Seminar held in Lima, "Apec Symposium on Notification Procedures under the OMC's Agreements" (TBT and SPS).  The Seminar was organized by Standards New Zealand

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	In 1998 Peru started to work towards alignment of national standards with international standards.  Peru was working only in the IAAC and the Andean Community.  A revision of national standards was started to update them and to have them conform to international standards


	In 1999 Peru signed Andean Decision 419, which establishes and regulates normalization, certification, testing, metrology and technical regulations.  Peru participated at ILAC and IAF.

In 1999 the implementation of a database with National Technical Regulations was completed.  This was done in order to facilitate access to information services, as support for the WTO's TBT Agreement.

http://www.indecopi.gob.pe/tribunal/crt/puntocontactoOMC2.asp
In 2000 the Update Plan of the Peruvian Standards (revision of existing standards) started.  It was completed a year later, in 2001. 

Also in 2000, a search system of technical regulations was established in the Internet, to facilitate access to this information. This search system also has an English version.   Indecopi is up to date on the implementation of the accreditation system, on the basis of the international regulations and guidelines. (ISO/IEC)

Finally, in 2000, regulations of the Peruvian Stadardization System were modified in order to submit a draft of all standards to a public discussion period (between 30 and 60 days).  Also, to simplify the process and to reassure the users of the system, there was a revision of the Standardization and Accreditation Regulations.  A data base structure was implemented, containing information related to the criteria used for accreditation as well as to the established sanctions.

In 2001, Andean Decision 506 was adopted, this gave recognition to Conformity Certificates emitted within the Andean Community. This provided a mechanism to facilitate the corroboration of the results of accredited services.

In 2002 a database has been established with the criteria used to sanction the Conformity Assessment Entities.   This information will be used as a guideline for other Accredited Entities in order to prevent violations, because of the detailed information provided.

http://200.37.87.6/crt/

	Participate in relevant international fora


	· Peru is an ISO correspondent member.

· Peru is a member of the OIML

· Peru is a member of the CODEX ALIMENTARIUS, through the General Direction of Environmental Health (DIGESA), participating in the committee meetings.


	In 2002, Peru has submitted a request to IEC, in order to be an affiliate Member.

Although Peru is not member of ILAC and IAF, it does take knowledge of the progress in both forums through the IAAC. Peru is an IAAC full member. The IAAC is the Accreditation Regional Cooperation of the Americas that participates in both ILAC and IAF. 

Peru is participating more actively in the CODEX ALIMENTARIUS committees, given that it has a National Committee of CODEX that is reviewing the International Standards to adapt them to the National Standards


	Other Activities


	
	


� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements.  Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)
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