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	Chapter 2 : Non-Tariff Measures

	Objective

APEC Economies will achieve free and open trade in the Asia-Pacific Region by :

(a) 
Progressively reducing non-tariff measures

(b) 
Ensuring the transparency of APEC economies’ respective non-tariff measures



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) take into account, in the process of progressive reduction of non-tariff measures, intra-APEC trade trends, economic interests and sectors or products related to industries in which this process may have positive impact on trade and on economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region;

(b) ensure that the progressive reduction of non-tariff measures is not undermined by the application of unjustifiable measures; and

(c) consider extending, on a voluntary basis, to all APEC economies the benefits of reductions and eliminations of non-tariff measures.



	Collective Actions
APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to non-tariff measures can be found in the Tariffs and Non-Tariff Measures Collective Action Plan.



	New Zealand’s Approach to Non-Tariff Measures in 2001

New Zealand does not maintain non-tariff measures for industry protection purposes.  Since the abolition of the last remaining global import licensing protection (on some items of apparel) in 1992, the Tariff has been the only border industry assistance measure.  New Zealand does not maintain export subsidies.

New Zealand did not subscribe to the Multifibre Arrangement (MFA) which allowed quotas to be maintained on textiles and clothing by way of bilateral “voluntary” restraint agreements with exporters.  New Zealand has also chosen not to reserve the right to resort to the special transitional safeguard measure (quantitative restriction) available under the new WTO Agreement on Textiles and Clothing.

Controls on imports are maintained for reasons allowed under GATT Articles including Article XX (General Exceptions) e.g. to protect human, animal or plant life or health, or to conserve exhaustible natural resources and Article XXI (Security Exceptions), e.g. pursuant to UN-mandated political sanctions.  Restrictions on the importation of left-hand drive vehicles were removed on 1 April 1998.

Export controls are also in conformity with the GATT Articles including Article XI (General Elimination of Quantitative Restrictions) which allows prohibitions or restrictions necessary to the application of standards or regulations for the classification, grading or marketing of commodities in international trade.  A review of the prohibition of exports of copper and copper scrap resulted in a decision to remove this prohibition as from 31 December 1997.
New Zealand’s non-tariff measures applied for sanitary and phyto-sanitary (quarantine and food safety) reasons, under the Biosecurity Act 1993 and the Food Act 1981 for example, are WTO-consistent.  In accordance with New Zealand’s obligations under the WTO SPS Agreement, SPS measures are under continual review to ensure they are imposed only to the extent necessary to protect human, animal or plant life or health according to objective scientific criteria, they are not unjustifiably discriminatory, and are transparent and harmonised with international standards where possible.

New Zealand complies with the obligation contained in the WTO TBT Agreement to ensure that its technical regulations and standards and conformity assessment procedures introduced to protect human, animal or plant life or health, or the environment, do not discriminate between members, do not cause unnecessary obstacles to trade, are based as far as possible on international standards and are transparent.  New Zealand’s actions in furtherance of APEC objectives in this area are discussed in the Standards and Conformance section of this Action Plan.

In accordance with New Zealand’s obligations as a signatory of the Montreal Protocol, import and export prohibitions and restrictions are applied to ozone-depleting substances under the Ozone Layer Protection Act 1990.  Similarly, as a party to the Basel Convention on the control of the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes, New Zealand controls the import and export of these materials as required by the terms of the Convention.  The Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 includes powers for the administering agency to control imports.  All these measures are framed and applied in a manner consistent with the GATT and the WTO TBT Agreement.



Case Study of an NTM Reduction or Elimination Initiative

Given that controls on imports are maintained for reasons allowed under GATT Articles (cf a wish to protect domestic industry), there have not been any significant reductions/eliminations.

	New Zealand’s  Approach to Non-Tariff Measures in 2001

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Non-Tariff Measures Applied
	Further Improvements Planned

	Quantitative Import Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	
	N/A  

New Zealand does not impose quantitative import restrictions or prohibitions


	

	Quantitative Export Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	
	N/A

New Zealand does not impose quantitative export restrictions or prohibitions


	

	Import Levies


	
	N/A

New Zealand does not impose import levies
	

	Export Levies


	
	N/A

New Zealand does not impose export levies
	

	Discretionary Import Licensing


	
	N/A

New Zealand does not impose discretionary import licensing
	

	Automatic Import Licensing


	
	N/A

New Zealand does not impose automatic import licensing
	

	Discretionary Export Licensing


	
	N/A

New Zealand does not impose discretionary export licensing
	

	Voluntary Export Restraints


	
	N/A

New Zealand does not impose voluntary export restraints
	

	Export Subsidies


	
	N/A

New Zealand does not provide export subsidies


	

	Minimum Import Prices


	
	N/A

New Zealand does not impose minimum import prices
	

	Other Non-Tariff

Measures Maintained


	
	Only NTMs permitted under GATT Articles.


	


	Improvements in New Zealand’s Approach to Non-Tariff Measures since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	General Policy

Position


	No NTMs maintained for industry protection.

Controls on imports maintained for reasons allowed under GATT Articles.
	No changes to this policy.

New Zealand continues to amend and improve its on-line electronic database, setting out animal and plant health standards and other requirements for import and export, and standards for meat, seafood and dairy production.

New Zealand is working on submission of a regulatory profile in the food and drug sector for sharing with APEC partner economies.



	Quantitative Import Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	N/A
	N/A

	Quantitative Export Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	N/A
	N/A

	Import Levies


	N/A
	N/A

	Export Levies


	N/A
	N/A

	Discretionary Import Licensing


	N/A
	N/A

	Automatic Import Licensing


	N/A
	N/A

	Discretionary Export Licensing


	N/A
	N/A

	Voluntary Export Restraints


	N/A
	N/A

	Export Subsidies


	N/A
	N/A

	Minimum Import Prices


	N/A
	N/A

	Other Non-Tariff

Measures Maintained


	Certain controls maintained for reasons allowed under GATT Articles; including Articles XX (General Exceptions) and XXI (Security Exceptions).
	No significant changes.


