Appendix – APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Investment

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these standards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2005.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed APEC sub-fora that have elaborated transparency provisions to review these regularly, and, where appropriate, improve, revise or expand them further.  Economies were further instructed that such revised transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the following set of transparency standards on investment were developed for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos and also build on the Options for Investment Liberalization and Business Facilitation to Strengthen the APEC Economies – For Voluntary Inclusion in Individual Action Plans.  Economies agree to implement, in respect of investment, the General Principles contained in paragraphs 1 through 6 and paragraph 11 of the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles provide specific guidance for implementation within an investment context.  
(1)  Each Economy will, in the manner provided for in paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, ensure that its investment laws, regulations, and progressively procedures and administrative rulings of general application (“investment measures”) are promptly published or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested persons and other economies to become acquainted with them.  

(2)  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will, to the extent possible, publish in advance any investment measures proposed for adoption and provide a reasonable opportunity for public comment.  

(3)  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will:  (a)  endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed investment measures referred to in paragraph 1 above; and (b) provide contact points for the office or official responsible for the subject matter of the questions and assist, as necessary, in facilitating communications with the requesting economy.  

(4) Where warranted, each Economy will ensure that appropriate domestic procedures are in place to enable prompt review and correction of final administrative actions, other than those taken for sensitive prudential reasons, regarding investment matters covered by these standards, that: (a) provide for tribunals or panels that are impartial and independent of any office or authority entrusted with administrative enforcement and have no substantial interest in the outcome of the investment matter; (b) provide parties to any proceeding with a reasonable opportunity to present their respective positions; (c) provide parties to any proceeding with a decision based on the evidence and submissions of record or, where required by domestic law, the record complied by the administrative authority; and (d) ensure subject to appeal or further review under domestic law, that such decisions will be implemented by, and govern the practice of, the offices or authorities regarding the administrative action at issue.  

(5)  If screening of investments is used based on guidelines for evaluating projects for approval and for scoring such projects if scoring is used, each Economy will promptly publish and/or make publicly available through other means those guidelines.  

(6) Each Economy will maintain clear procedures regarding application, registration, and government licensing of investments by:  (a)  publishing and/or making available clear and simple instructions, and an explanation of the process (the steps) involved in applying/government licensing/registering; and (b) publishing and/or making available definitions of criteria for assessment of investment proposals.  

(7)  Where prior authorization requirement procedures exist, each Economy will conduct reviews at the appropriate time to ensure that such procedures are simple and transparent.  

(8)  Each Economy will make available to investors all rules and other appropriate information relating to investment promotion programs.  

(9) When negotiating regional trade agreements and free trade agreements that contain provisions with an investor/state dispute settlement mechanism, each Economy should consider whether or not to include transparency provisions along the following lines: allowing public access to documents submitted to or issued by the investor/state arbitration tribunal; providing for open hearings before the investor/state arbitration tribunal; and authorizing investor/state arbitration tribunals to accept and consider submissions from other persons and entities who are not parties to the dispute.  Consistent with paragraph 11 of the Leaders’ Statement, appropriate exceptions for confidentiality should be made.

(10)  Each Economy will participate fully in APEC-wide efforts to update the APEC Investment Guidebook.

