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	Chapter 7 : Intellectual Property Rights

	Objective

APEC Economies will ensure adequate and effective protection, including legislation, administration and enforcement, of intellectual property rights in the Asia-Pacific region based on the principles of MFN, national treatment and transparency as set out in the TRIPS Agreement and other related agreements.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will: 

(a) ensure that intellectual property rights are granted expeditiously;

(b)
ensure that adequate and effective civil and administrative procedures and remedies are available against infringement of intellectual property rights; and

(c)
provide and expand bilateral technical cooperation in relation to areas such as patent search and examination, computerisation and human resources development for the implementation of the TRIPS Agreement and acceleration thereof.



	Collective Actions

APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to intellectual property rights can be found in the Intellectual Property Rights Collective Action Plan.



	Japan’s Approach to Intellectual Property Rights in 2000


Japan's intellectual property rights protection system has a history tracing back over 100 years.  Japan has been updating the system as appropriate to meet the changing needs and has been working to enhance the levels of protection for intellectual property.  In recent years, Japan has actively worked to provide technical assistance to other APEC members, and will further develop these activities in the medium and long term.



	Chapter 7 : Japan’s General Approach to Intellectual Property Rights in 2000

	Section
	 Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Situation Regarding Laws and Administrative Procedures
	Further Action  Planned

	TRIPS implementation 


	No further action taken

	By the end of 1995, Japan had completed the revision of the Patent Law, the Copyright Law and related laws and regulations to implement the TRIPS Agreement, and has now put these revisions into effect. Although the TRIPS Agreement went into effect in January 1995, and signatories are permitted a one-year grace period within which they are not obliged to apply the agreement, Japan implemented most of its provisions ahead of schedule, by the end of 1995.


	No further action planned

	Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights


	Japan amended the Benrishi-ho(Patent  Attorney Law) in April 2000 to abolish the Benrishi(Patent Attorney)requirement pertaining to nationality as well as place of residence, which will come into effect in January 2001.
Amendments to the Trademark Law required for accession to the Madrid Protocol went into effect in March 2000. 
The paperless system has been extended since January 2000 to industrial design and trademark applications, appeals and PCT applications entering the national phase in Japan.

Japan became a party to the WIPO Copyright Treaty in June 2000.


	Japan provides adequate, effective and comprehensive protections for intellectual property rights under the Patent Law, the Utility Model Law, the Trademark Law, the Designs Law, the Copyright Law, the Seeds and Seedlings Law, and the Unfair Competition Prevention Law. 
Japan is a party to the Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).  It is also a party to the WTO Agreement (the TRIPS Agreement), the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, the Trademark Law Treaty (TLT), the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement concerning the International Registration of Marks, the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), the Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes of Patent Procedure, the Strasbourg Agreement Concerning the International Patent Classification (IPC), the Nice Agreement concerning the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks, the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, the WIPO Copyright Treaty,  the Universal Copyright Convention, the International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations, the Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of Their Phonograms, and the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV).  
For the purpose of promoting international harmonization of legal frameworks, Japan is regularly holding the Trilateral Conference with patent offices in the United States and Europe in order to discuss patent information issues and harmonization of examination practices.  Japan also held the meetings with the United States and, based on the results of the meetings, amended the Patent Law in 1994 to permit patent applications to be submitted in English, from July 1995, and to introduce a post-grant opposition system, which went into effect in January 1996. 
Japan has revised the Design Law in May 1998 in order to strengthen the protection of creative designs corresponding to the globalized economy.  This revision went into effect in January 1999.
Amendments to the Patent Law will  come into effect in October 2001 so as to reduce the period of request for examination from the current 7 years to 3 years in order to ensure the expeditious grant of rights.
Policies to improve the Japanese Patent Office's ability to grant rights in a timely and adequate manner have been implemented in the form of increases in the number of patent examiners, development of the Paperless Project (Since 1984, the Electronic Filing and Administration System, the Comprehensive Document Database, the public inspection system of industrial property information, etc. have been implemented.), and the outsourcing of prior art searches.
To promote expeditious examination and appeal examination and to satisfy user needs eligibility requirements for accelerated examination and accelerated appeal examination were related. The procedure for a request for such examinations was also simplified. 
Accelerated examination system has been also introduced into trademark examination procedure since 1997. As to design, the system was expanded to apply to foreign applications.
To further promote electronic filing, in addition to the current system with specialized terminals, the new on-line patent application system, which enables on-line filing with personal computers, started operation in April 1998.
The Copyright Law was amended in 1996, beyond the obligation under relevant treaties, to extend the range of retroactive protection of neighboring rights and the term of protection of photographic works.  The law was also amended in 1997, complying with the WIPO Copyright treaty and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty, to establish the new right of “making transmittable (available)” of authors, performers and phonogram producers in addition to the pre-existing right of “interactive transmission” of authors established in 1986.  
In addition that, the Copyright Law was amended in June 1999, including new provisions on "Technological Measures" and "Rights Management Information" in order to secure the effectiveness of rights by utilizing new technologies, thereby bringing this law in line with the new WIPO treaties.  
Japan has revised the Unfair Competition Prevention Law in April 1999 in order to control the sales of illegal devices and programs to circumvent contents protection technology.
Japan has revised the Seeds and Seedlings Law in order to strengthen the plant breeders’ right, thereby bringing this law in line with the 1991 UPOV Convention.  This revision came into effect in December 1998.


	Short term (2000) 

 To promote expeditious and adequate examination and apple examination the JPO continues to implement policies to enhance its capacity.       

Efficient utilization of the system and  preparation thereof is to be sought under the Madrid Protocol.
The Japan Copyright Office continues its efforts toward the accession to the WIPO　Performances and Phonograms Treaty.
Medium/Long term (2001-2010)
The period of request for examination will be reduced in 2001. Thus the number of examination request filings is expected to increase on a temporary basis before the introduction of the reduced period. The JPO will make efforts not to cause any conspicuous delay in examining the increased applications. 
The JPO continues to introduce appropriate IPRs protection systems  which are adapted to  international harmonization.   
Study of further evolution of the on-line application system so as to enable to file using electronic commerce via the Internet will be conducted. 
To keep pace with the spread of information technologies as well as the standardization on a global scale, the JPO aims to introduce the international standard (XML) as the basic format for the Japanese Paperless System. The JPO will also make efforts develop the Paperless System in the tasks of a PCT Receiving Office (PCT/RO).
To fully introduce the Paperless System   in the JPO, the JPO aims to computerize procedures of invalidation trials and opposition. 
With our experience over 10 years in the implementation of Paperless System, the JPO will actively promote global discussions about modernization of PCT processes, and construction of global network.
The Japan Copyright Office continues to improve copyright system in Japan and to contribute to the development of the international harmonization of copyright protection.

	Effective Enforcement of IP Rights


	Amendments to the industrial property laws came into effect in January 2000 in order to lessen the burden of proving an infringement and to achieve more complete Hantei system (advisory opinion on infringement by the Japanese Patent Office).
Japan amended the Copyright Law in April 2000, it is stipulated the provisions concerning judicial process to lighten the burden of providing infringement and raised the ceiling of a fine against infringement by legal person to strengthen deterrence.


	Japan's legislation relating to intellectual property rights provides for appropriate and effective civil and administrative procedures against infringement of intellectual property rights. 
Japan has an appeal system for industrial property rights, with the Department of Appeal of the Japanese Patent Office dealing with the validity of rights. The system is the standard of high reliability.  Personnel Increases have been implemented in order to achieve even greater reliability.
A help desk on counterfeits was established in the Japanese Patent Office in 1998.
Japan amended the industrial property laws in order to lessen the burden of proving damages caused by infringement and to strengthen penalties in 1998.
Japan amended the Copyright Law in 1996 to increase the amount of fine for infringement of copyright and to allow the court of justice to order defendants to submit relevant documents for damage assessment. 
Border measures to prevent infringement of intellectual property rights have been implemented under the Customs Tariff Law.  These measures were strengthened beginning in January 1995, under the TRIPS Agreement, following amendment to the Customs Tariff Law.


	Short/Medium/Long term (2000--2010)
 Border measures to prevent infringement of intellectual property rights will continue to be implemented under the current system in accordance with the TRIPS Agreement.

	Public Education and Awareness of IP, enhanced IP user skills


	Since January 2000, in addition to Internet services, the JPO started to provide faster and more detailed services by installing dedicated-line terminals at the National Center for Industrial Property Information, the Regional Bureaus of International Trade and Industry and Intellectual Property Centers


	To promote public education and awareness on the public of industrial property system, the Japanese Patent Office has been holding seminars for office workers, researchers, and entrepreneurs.
 The textbooks for the school education to learn the social meaning of IPR system (640000 copies for vocationally education. 1050000 copies for elementary education in FY 2000) and multimedia subjects (CD-ROM and video programs for the elementary education) has been developed and distributed.   
Under “the law for Promoting University-Industry Technology Transfer” entered into force in May 1998, the JPO have been held the “Patent Transfer Fair” to promote the activities of TLOs(Technology Licensing Organizations). Also forums, seminars and symposiums to exchange information between highly skilled personnel engaged in the business of IPR from the United States and Europe, where patent distribution is advanced and their counterparts in Japan (those from offices of technology transfer of universities, private enterprises, national laboratories, etc.)
The Japan Copyright Office annually organizes Local Copyright Seminars, Copyright Workshops, and Copyright Training Programs for the general public and experts such as librarians, schoolteachers and officials of local governments. In addition, the JCO published various publications and pamphlets.


	Short/Medium/long term (2000-2010)
 To promote public education and awareness on the IPR system for the people, from children to adults, the JPO will continue to develop education materials, distribute of them and hold seminars. To promote the activities of TLOs, the JPO will continue to hold the “Patent Transfer Fair” and forums to exchange information concerning TLOs.

	APEC Cooperation on IP Issues


	In Viet Nam, a JICA project-type technical cooperation to establish a computerized industrial property administration system was launched in April 2000 and has been under way since then.
  Since March 2000, moreover, the Japanese Patent Office has been providing an automatic translation service for the Publication of unexamined patent applications as well as a service that allows users to search Japanese well-known trademarks and figure trademarks through the JPO’s English-version Website.
	1. Industrial Property 
Japan is carrying out, under a variety of formats, programs of technical cooperation between the Japanese Patent Office and APEC industrial property rights agencies, and between related private sector organizations (e.g., Japan Institute of Invention and Innovation) and the private sector in the APEC economies.        

1.1 Human Resources Development
Cooperation through WIPO:
The Japanese Patent Office makes the voluntary contribution to WIPO and implements cooperation activities under the Funds-in-Trust/ Japan, such as dispatching experts, receiving trainees and study-cum-research fellows and organizing fora inviting top officials from IP offices of the Asia-Pacific region. 
Cooperation through JICA:
Group training courses on industrial property are held for staff of APEC economies’ government offices.
Cooperation through AOTS:
The Association for Overseas Technical Scholarship (AOTS) and the Japan Institute of Invention provide eight training courses of two to four weeks for trainees mainly from the private sector within the APEC region every year. 
Cooperation through Private Sector:
The Japan Overseas Development Corporation (JODC) sends experts on intellectual property from private sectors. 
The Japan-ASEAN Symposium on Intellectual Property is also held. 
1.2 Cooperation in information related issues
In June 2000, a JICA project-type technical cooperation to establish a patent document database (Industrial Property Information Center Project) was completed in Thailand. Currently, the Japanese Patent Office is considering assistance in the utilization of the established database. 
In the Philippines, Japan cooperated from 1995 to 2000 in developing application-processing and text search systems for trademarks.  A project called "Modernization of Industrial Property Administration in the Philippines" to establish a computerized industrial property administration system has been in operation as JICA project-type technical cooperation since April 1999.
A CD-ROM edition of the Patent Abstracts of Japan (PAJ) accumulated since 1976 has been released and been made available to APEC members. A CD-ROM edition of indexes for the PAJ accumulated since 1994 has been made and circulated. The PAJ News is being circulated to help promote use of the CD-ROM.
Since March 1999, the Japanese Patent Office has been establishing the industrial Property Digital Library (IPDL) on the JPO’s necessary information from among 45 million documents of industrial property information via the Internet. The Patent Abstracts of Japan (PAJ) along with information on legal status of applications, filing and registration data of trademark and Japanese well-known trademark are provided in English
The first product of IP Information Mall has been uploaded to the JPO Internet Website.
The JPO has compiled industrial property related laws of major countries and regions including APEC members in Japanese and English and published them as CD-ROMs.  The CD-ROMs equipped with searchable indexes are provided, free of charge, to developing countries, mainly to APEC economies. 
1.3 Cooperation in Examination and Research
The Japanese Patent Office has been providing results of examination of corresponding applications filed in Japan for Thailand and Indonesia.  It is planning to conduct the same kind of cooperation for Viet Nam upon request.
At the request of developing countries, prior art search reports on patents are provided for those countries through WIPO International Bureau.
2. Copyright
Japan is also carrying out, under a variety of formats, programs of technical cooperation between the Japan Copyright Office and APEC copyright agencies. Followings are the specific areas in which technical cooperation is currently conducted.
2.1 Human Resources Development 
Cooperation through WIPO
The Japan Copyright Office (JCO) launched APACE (Asia-Pacific Copyright Systems Enhancement) Program in 1993 by entrusting a fund to WIPO, which consists of the following six activities: (1) Annual Regional Symposium; (2) Sub-Regional Seminar; (3) Training Program in Tokyo; (4) Expert Mission; (5) Training on Collective Management and (6) National Seminar.
The JCO increased its annual voluntary contribution to the WIPO Funds-in Trust to enhance the activities in 1999.         
Cooperation through JICA
A one-month long group-training course in administration of copyright was launched in 1999.
Cooperation Directly Conducted by the Japan Copyright Office
The Asia-Pacific Copyright and Neighboring Rights Seminar has been organized annually since 1997 to provide participating copyright experts with opportunities to exchange information and viewpoints.
2.2 Cooperation in information related issues
Cooperation Directly Conducted by the Japan Copyright Office
The Asian Copyright Experts Invitation Program has been implemented since 1996 to annually invite a high official in charge of copyright from Asian economies for exchange of information.
Cooperation in Private Sector
The Copyright Research and Information Center (CRIC) is providing information on copyright to other economies by meetings, publications, web pages etc., under the supervision of the Japan Copyright Office.
3. Plant Varieties
Cooperation through UPOV
Seminars aiming at plant variety protection systems have been held since 1991 under the Japanese fund to the UPOV. Since 1996, more practical workshops have been organized concerning the establishment and operation of these protection schemes. 
Technical coordination meeting for Asian plant variety protection system was held with participation from APEC economies (May 2000), and national seminars on the protection of plant varieties were held with Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia (February to August 2000).
Cooperation through JICA
Groups training courses on Protection of Plant Breeders’ Rights starts from 2000 for developing countries’ staff including staff of APEC economies’ government offices.


	Short/Medium/Long term (2000-2010)
1. Industrial Property 
-Training courses for a 200 individuals in a year including government officials, patent attorneys and other private sector experts are being conducted every year at the Asia Pacific Industrial Property Center of Japan Institute of Invention and Innovation with the aim for supporting target economies in the establishment of IPR systems.
- Support for APEC /PFP            Courses to cooperate and assist in public education and enhance the effective use of IPR.
IPR enforcement seminars for staffs of customs, polices and IP offices in APEC region who work at the IPR enforcement are being conducted in the third country. 
- Support for dissemination of industrial property information and automation of industrial property rights administration for APEC members, such as cooperation projects on comprehensive computerization in the Philippines and Viet Nam.
-Support for development of a database in each industrial property office with the aim of establishing a network between the databases, “IP Information Mall” which will allow each office to access other offices’ databases via Internet.
-Expanded cooperation in patent examination and prior art search. 
-Promotion of joint study on intellectual property through exchanges of views and persons including invitation of academic people.
-Continued cooperation in ongoing programs.
-IPDL will be equipped with FI/F term search service in English. The scope of searchable PAJ will also be expanded.
2. Copyright
- The Japan Copyright Office will organize APEC Copyright Seminar on march 2001, which focus on copyright issues responding to the development of information technology and e-commerce. 
-Continued support and cooperation for Asia-Pacific economies in implementing the TRIPS Agreement in the field of copyright.
-Expanded cooperation in the field of copyright by increasing the number of participating countries and participants in symposia/seminars, training programs, etc.
3. Plant Varieties
-Continued support and cooperation for Asia-Pacific economies in establishing and operating the plant variety systems.


	Improvements in Japan’s Approach to Intellectual Property Rights since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	General Policy

Position


	Japan's intellectual property rights protection system has a history tracing back over 100 years. Japan has been updating the system as appropriate to meet the changing needs and has been working to enhance the levels of protection for intellectual property. In recent years, Japan has actively worked to provide technical assistance to other APEC members, and will further develop these activities in the medium and long term.

	No further action taken

	Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights


	Japan provided adequate, effective and comprehensive protections for intellectual property rights under the Patent Law, the Utility Model Law, the Trademark Law, the Designs Law, the Copyright Law, and the Seeds and Seedlings Law.
Japan was a party to the Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). It was also a party to the WTO Agreement (the TRIPS Agreement), the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), the Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes of Patent Procedure, the Strasbourg Agreement Concerning the International Patent Classification (IPC), the Nice Agreement concerning the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks, the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, the Universal Copyright Convention, the International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organisations, the Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of Their Phonograms, the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV).
The amendment to the Trademark Law was made so that Japan could accede to the Trademark Law Treaty. 
By the end of 1995, Japan had completed the revision of the Patent Law, the Copyright Law and related laws and regulations to implement the TRIPS Agreement, and put these revisions into effect. Although the TRIPS Agreement went into effect in January 1995, and signatories were permitted a one-year grace period within which they were not obliged to apply the agreement, Japan had implemented most of its provisions ahead of schedule, by the end of 1995. 
For the purpose of promoting international harmonization of legal frameworks, Japan was regularly holding the Trilateral Conference with patent offices in the United States and Europe in order to discuss patent information issues and harmonization of examination practices. Japan also held the meetings with the United States and, based on the results of the meetings, amended the Patent Law in 1994 to permit patent applications to be submitted in English, from July 1995, and to introduce a post-grant opposition system, which went into effect in January 1996. 
Policies to improve the Japanese Patent Office's ability to grant rights in a timely and adequate manner had been implemented in the form of increases in the number of patent examiners, development of the Paperless Project (Since 1984, the Electronic Filing and Administration System, the Comprehensive Document Database, the public inspection system of industrial property information, etc. had been implemented.), and contracting out of prior art search.


	Japan became a party for the WIPO Copyright Treaty in June 2000
Japan became a party for the Madrid Protocol in May 2000.
Japan amended the Benrishi-ho(Patent  Attorney Law) in April 2000 to abolish the Benrishi(Patent Attorney)requirement pertaining to nationality as well as place of residence, which will come into effect in January 2001.    
Amendments to the Patent Law come into effect in October 2001 so as to reduce the period of request for examination from the current 7 years to 3 years in order to ensure the expeditious grant of rights.
To promote expeditious examination and appeal examination and to satisfy user needs eligibility requirements for accelerated examination and accelerated appeal examination were related. The procedures for a request for such examinations were also simplified. 
Amendments to the Trademark Law required for accession to the Madrid Protocol passed the Diet in May 1999 and came into effect in March 2000. 
Japan has revised the Design Law in May 1998 in order to strengthen the protection of creative designs corresponding to the globalized economy.  This revision came into effect in January 1999.
The paperless system has been extended since January 2000 to industrial design and trademark applications, appeals and PCT applications entering the national phase in Japan.
To further promote electronic filing, in addition to the current system with specialized terminals, the new on-line patent application system, which enables on-line filing with personal computers, started operation in April 1998.



	Effective Enforcement of IP Rights


	Japan's legislation relating to intellectual property rights provided for appropriate and effective civil and administrative procedures against infringement of intellectual property rights. 
Japan had an appeal system for industrial property rights, with the Department of Appeal of the Japanese Patent Office dealing with the validity of rights. The system was of high reliability. A personnel increase had been achieved in order to obtain even greater reliability. 
Border measures to prevent infringement of intellectual property rights had been implemented under the Customs Tariff Law.  These measures were strengthened beginning in January 1995, under the TRIPS Agreement, following amendment to the Customs Tariff Law.


	Japan amended the Copyright Law in April 2000, which stipulated the provisions concerning judicial process to lighten the burden of providing infringement and raised the ceiling of a fine against infringement by legal person to strengthen deterrence.
 (IAP 2000)  
A help desk on counterfeits was established in the Japanese Patent Office in 1998.
Japan amended the industrial property laws in order to lessen the burden of proving damages caused by infringement and to strengthen penalties in 1998.
Amendments to the industrial property laws went into effect in January 2000 in order to lessen the burden of proving an infringement and to achieve more complete Hantei system (advisory opinion on infringement by the Japanese Patent Office).



	Public Education and Awareness


	The Japan Copyright Office annually organized Local Copyright Seminars, Copyright Workshops, and Copyright Training Programs for the general pubic and experts such as librarians and officials of local governments. In addition, the JCO published various publications and pamphlets.


	To promote public education and awareness on the public of industrial property system, the Japanese Patent Office has been holding seminars for office workers, researchers, and entrepreneurs. 
The textbooks for the school education to learn the social meaning of IPR system and multimedia subjects (CD-ROM and video programs for the elementary education) has been developed and distributed.  
Under “the law for Promoting University-Industry Technology Transfer” entered into force in May 1998, the JPO have been held the “Patent Transfer Fair” to promote the activities of TLOs(Technology Licensing Organizations). Also forums, seminars and symposiums to exchange information between highly skilled personnel engaged in the business of IPR from the United States and Europe, where patent distribution is advanced and their counterparts in Japan (those from offices of technology transfer of universities, private enterprises, national laboratories, etc.)
Since January 2000, in addition to these Internet services, the JPO startd to provide faster and more detailed services by installing dedicated-line terminals at the National Center for Industrial Property Information, the Regional Bureaus of International Trade and Industry and Intellectual Property Centers.
The Japan Copyright Office has published a cartoon booklet and distributed all junior high school students for use of school education since 1997.
The JCO launched Copyright Workshop for schoolteachers in 1998.



	APEC Cooperation on IP Issues


	1.
Industrial Property 
Japan was carrying out, under a variety of formats, programs of technical cooperation between the Japanese Patent Office and APEC industrial property rights agencies, and between related private sector organizations (e.g., Japan Institute of Invention and Innovation) and the private sector in the APEC economies. 
Followings were the specific areas where technical cooperation was conducted currently. 
1.1 Human Resources Development
Cooperation through WIPO: 
The Japan Fund in Trust enabled the WIPO to hold seminars and workshops, dispatch specialists overseas, and accept trainees.
Cooperation through JICA:
A month-long group-training course in administration of industrial property was annually held for administrative officials.
A two-month-long group-training course in examination practices on industrial property was annually held for examiners.
Experts from the Japanese Patent Office were stationed in Indonesia, the Philippines, and Thailand.
Cooperation in Private Sector:
The Association for Overseas Technical Scholarship (AOTS) provided two-week training courses for trainees in private sector. 

The Japan Overseas Development Corporation (JODC) sent experts on intellectual property for about two-weeks under a program of dispatching experts in private sector. 
The Japan-ASEAN Symposium on Intellectual Property was also held annually. 
1.2 Cooperation in information related issues
In July 1995, the Industrial Property Information Center began operations in Thailand.
In the Philippines, Japan was cooperating in the development of the System for Trademark Administration and Registration. 
Since April 1995, a CD-ROM edition of the Patent Abstract of Japan (PAJ) had been released, and made available to almost all APEC members.  The PAJ Help Desk had also been set up and the PAJ News was being circulated to help promote use of the CD-ROM.
1.3 Cooperation in Examination and Research
The Japanese Patent Office was providing results of examination of corresponding applications filed in Japan for Thailand and Indonesia.
At the request of developing countries, state-of-the-art search reports on patents were provided for those countries. 
2. Copyright
 The Japan Copyright Office launched APACE (Asia-Pacific Copyright Systems Enhancement) Program in 1993 by entrusting a fund to WIPO, which consisted of symposium, seminar and training program.
3. Plant Varieties
Seminars aiming at plant variety protection systems had been held since 1991 under the Japanese fund to the UPOV. Since 1996, more practical workshops had been organized concerning the establishment and operation of these protection schemes.
	The Japan Copyright Office increased its annual voluntary contribution to the WIPO Funds-in Trust in 1999 and has initiated new activities such as Expert Mission, Training on Collective Management and National Seminar.
 In June 2000, a JICA project-type technical cooperation to establish a patent document database (Industrial Property Information Center Project) was completed in Thailand. Currently, the Japanese Patent Office is considering assistance in the utilization of the established database. 
In Viet Nam, a similar JICA project-type technical cooperation for Industrial Property Administration has been carried out since April 2000.
Since March 1999, the Japanese Patent Office has been establishing the Industrial Property Digital Library (IPDL) on the JPO’s necessary information from among 45 million documents of industrial property information via the Internet. The Patent Abstracts of Japan (PAJ) along with information on legal status of applications, filing and registration data of trademark and Japanese well-known trademark are provided in English.  Since March 2000, moreover, the Japanese Patent Office has been providing an automatic translation service for the Publication of unexamined patent applications as well as a service that allows users to search Japanese well-known trademarks and figure trademarks through the JPO’s English-version Website. 
The first product of IP Information Mall has been uploaded to the JPO Internet Website.
The JPO has compiled Industrial property related laws of major countries and regions including APEC members in Japanese and English and published them as CD-ROMs.  The CD-ROMs equipped with searchable indexes are provided, free of charge, to developing countries, mainly to APEC economies.


